
Borough of Garwood 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

AGENDA 
March 13, 2025 

Time: _________ 
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the Municipal 
website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk informing the public 
of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  ______ 
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
Roll call staff and professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Doug Stoffer, Chief of Police 
 
Swearing in of Officer Yaya Coulibaly 
 
Presentation: Honoring Students – Youth Art Month 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Attorney 
Report of Borough Administrator 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto 
Councilman Foley 
Councilman Kearney 
Councilman Lazarow    
Councilman Padusniak 
Council President Nolde 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular and Executive Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on February 27, 
2025.  Absent – Councilman Lazarow 
 
A motion was made by _____________, second by _____________ to accept the Regular and Executive 
Session Meeting Minutes as presented.  All in favor ____, opposed ______?  
 
COMMUNICATIONS:    
1. Town of Westfield – General Ordinance 2025-03 – An ordinance amending the land use ordinance 

of the Town of Westfield relating to the Installation of Solar Energy Systems 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-03_-
_An_ordinance_amending_the_land_use_oridinance_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_relating_to_to_
Installation_of_Solar_Energy_Systems.pdf 
 

 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-03_-_An_ordinance_amending_the_land_use_oridinance_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_relating_to_to_Installation_of_Solar_Energy_Systems.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-03_-_An_ordinance_amending_the_land_use_oridinance_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_relating_to_to_Installation_of_Solar_Energy_Systems.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-03_-_An_ordinance_amending_the_land_use_oridinance_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_relating_to_to_Installation_of_Solar_Energy_Systems.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-03_-_An_ordinance_amending_the_land_use_oridinance_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_relating_to_to_Installation_of_Solar_Energy_Systems.pdf
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2. Town of Westfield – General Ordinance 2025-04 – An ordinance amending the land use ordinance 

of the Town of Westfield in the GB-2 General Business Zone District 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-04_-
_Amending_Land_Use_Ordinance_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_in_the_GB2_Business_Zone_Dis
trcit.pdf  
 

 
3. Town of Westfield – General Ordinance 2025-05 – An ordinance to amend the land use ordinance 

of the Town of Westfield in regard to a Green Development Checklist 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-05_-
_Ordinance_to_Amend_Land_Use_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_in_regardin_to_a_Green_Develo
pment_Checklist.pdf  
 
 

ORDINANCES:   
FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance Ord. 25-06 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-06 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 19, ENTITLED, “EMERGENCY SERVICES”, SECTION 19-3, 
ENTITLED “CRITERIA FOR PARTICIPATION” 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-06__Amending_LOSAP_Ordinance.pdf 
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-06. 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-06. 
 
A motion was made by __________________, second by ___________________ to close Public Hearing on 
Ordinance No. 25-06. 
 
Discussion:  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to adopt Ordinance 
No. 25-06. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance Ord. 25-07 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE 25-07 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY 
CREATING NEW CHAPTER 134, ENTITLED “SEWERS”, ARTICLE X, “CHARGES TO RESIDENTIAL 
USERS”. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-07_Creating_new_Article_X_Charges_to_Residential_Users_-
_Sewer_Fees.pdf  
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-04_-_Amending_Land_Use_Ordinance_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_in_the_GB2_Business_Zone_Distrcit.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-04_-_Amending_Land_Use_Ordinance_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_in_the_GB2_Business_Zone_Distrcit.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-04_-_Amending_Land_Use_Ordinance_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_in_the_GB2_Business_Zone_Distrcit.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-04_-_Amending_Land_Use_Ordinance_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_in_the_GB2_Business_Zone_Distrcit.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-05_-_Ordinance_to_Amend_Land_Use_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_in_regardin_to_a_Green_Development_Checklist.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-05_-_Ordinance_to_Amend_Land_Use_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_in_regardin_to_a_Green_Development_Checklist.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-05_-_Ordinance_to_Amend_Land_Use_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_in_regardin_to_a_Green_Development_Checklist.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_General_Ordinance_2025-05_-_Ordinance_to_Amend_Land_Use_of_the_Town_of_Westfield_in_regardin_to_a_Green_Development_Checklist.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-06__Amending_LOSAP_Ordinance.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-06__Amending_LOSAP_Ordinance.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-07_Creating_new_Article_X_Charges_to_Residential_Users_-_Sewer_Fees.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-07_Creating_new_Article_X_Charges_to_Residential_Users_-_Sewer_Fees.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-07_Creating_new_Article_X_Charges_to_Residential_Users_-_Sewer_Fees.pdf
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List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-07. 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-07. 
 
A motion was made by __________________, second by ___________________ to close Public Hearing on 
Ordinance No. 25-07. 
 
Discussion:  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to adopt Ordinance 
No. 25-07. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
INTRODUCTION: - Public Hearing March 27, 2025 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-08 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-08 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 106 “LAND USE REGULATIONS” WITHIN ARTICLE I 
“GENERAL PROVISIONS” OF THE BOROUGH’S CODE 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-
08_Amend_Chapter_106_Land_Use_Regulations_Article_I_General_Provisions.pdf  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce Ordinance No. 
25-08. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-09 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-09 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 106 “LAND USE REGULATIONS” WITHIN ARTICLE VIII “ZONE 
REGULATIONS” OF THE BOROUGH’S CODE 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-
09_Amend_Chapter_106_Land_Use_Regulations_within_Article_VIII_Zone_Regulations.pdf  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce Ordinance No. 
25-09. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-08_Amend_Chapter_106_Land_Use_Regulations_Article_I_General_Provisions.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-08_Amend_Chapter_106_Land_Use_Regulations_Article_I_General_Provisions.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-08_Amend_Chapter_106_Land_Use_Regulations_Article_I_General_Provisions.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-09_Amend_Chapter_106_Land_Use_Regulations_within_Article_VIII_Zone_Regulations.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-09_Amend_Chapter_106_Land_Use_Regulations_within_Article_VIII_Zone_Regulations.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-09_Amend_Chapter_106_Land_Use_Regulations_within_Article_VIII_Zone_Regulations.pdf
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Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-10 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-10 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES 
AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE VII “PROHIBITED TURNING 
MOVEMENTS”, SECTION 21-16.4 “LEFT TURNS PROHIBITED”. 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-
10_Amending_Chapter_21_Vehicles_and_Traffic_Article_VII_Prohibited_Turning_Movements.pdf  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce Ordinance No. 
25-10. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 

 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-11 by title only: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 25-11 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 

BY AMENDED CHAPTER 67, ENTITLED “BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES”, 
ARTICLE VIII, “REGISTRATION OF RENTAL UNITS” 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-11_Amending_Chapter_67_Buildings_and_Structures_67-
32_License_Required_Date.pdf  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce Ordinance No. 
25-11. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 

 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair 
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-10_Amending_Chapter_21_Vehicles_and_Traffic_Article_VII_Prohibited_Turning_Movements.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-10_Amending_Chapter_21_Vehicles_and_Traffic_Article_VII_Prohibited_Turning_Movements.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-10_Amending_Chapter_21_Vehicles_and_Traffic_Article_VII_Prohibited_Turning_Movements.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-11_Amending_Chapter_67_Buildings_and_Structures_67-32_License_Required_Date.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-11_Amending_Chapter_67_Buildings_and_Structures_67-32_License_Required_Date.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-11_Amending_Chapter_67_Buildings_and_Structures_67-32_License_Required_Date.pdf
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GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:  
Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for February, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officer_Report_-_February_2025.pdf  
 
Property Maintenance/Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for February, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_-_Property_Maintenance_Report_-
_February_2025.pdf  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to accept Officer’s 
reports. 
All in favor: _________, opposed: _________ 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the 
microphone, and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 
A motion was made by ____________, second by ______________ to close public comment. 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with a 
single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of funds; any 
item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be 
reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-63 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, UNION COUNTY, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY SUPPORTING REVOLUTION NJ 

 
WHEREAS, Governor Philip Murphy and the New Jersey State Legislature created Revolution NJ in 2018 
to plan, encourage, develop, and coordinate the commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the founding 
of the United States, New Jersey’s pivotal role in the American Revolution, and the contributions of its 
diverse peoples to the nation’s past, present, and future; and 
 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Historical Commission, under the leadership of Secretary of State Tahesha 
Way, with its non-profit partner Crossroads of the American Revolution established Revolution NJ to 
advance the role that history plays in public discourse, community engagement, education, tourism, and 
scholarship in New Jersey; and 
 
WHEREAS, Revolution NJ will engage New Jerseyans in all 21 counties and 564 municipalities through its 
officially recognized programs, initiatives, and events over the next ten years; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is fitting and desirable that we commemorate the beginning of the Nation and the role New 
Jersey played over the past 250 years as well as its present and future role as part of the United States, 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officer_Report_-_February_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officer_Report_-_February_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_-_Property_Maintenance_Report_-_February_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_-_Property_Maintenance_Report_-_February_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_-_Property_Maintenance_Report_-_February_2025.pdf
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with particular focus on the individuals, ideas, and events that shaped our Country, State, and Borough of 
Garwood]; and 
 
WHEREAS, Revolution NJ will consider the role New Jersey played during the American Revolution when 
it saw more battles and skirmishes than any other state and was truly the Crossroads of the American 
Revolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, Revolution NJ will highlight the role New Jerseyans played beyond the battlefield during the 
American Revolution when people of diverse backgrounds contributed to the development of the State and 
the Nation in various ways and fought for the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and 
 
WHEREAS, preserving, studying, and enjoying state history strengthens communities and builds bonds 
between New Jersey residents as we work together toward the goals of justice and equality embedded in 
the United States Constitution; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Garwood] hereby endorses Revolution NJ 
and its mission to advance the role that history plays in public discourse, community engagement, 
education, tourism and scholarship in New Jersey. 
  
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that:    
 

1. The Borough Council commemorates the 250th anniversary of the establishment of the United 
States as an independent Nation.  

 
2. The Borough Council authorizes the appointment of a committee to develop a plan for this 

commemoration that will promote the maximum involvement of our residents, neighborhoods, 
businesses, schools, civic organizations, and institutions in the commemorations.  

 
3. The Borough Council further urges all its residents to reflect upon the significance of this event and 

the role that our State and its diverse people have played in the history and development of our 
Nation and to participate in this important commemoration, endeavoring to include the stories of 
all those whose lives are part of the history of what we now know as New Jersey, and 
understanding that the revolution continues today as we uphold the revolutionary ideals articulated 
in our founding documents. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-64 

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING THE LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM (LOSAP) 

IN THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey on July 
11, 2000 adopted Ordinance No. 00-10, a Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP Program) to enhance 
the ability of the Garwood Fire Department and Garwood First Aid Squad to retain and recruit volunteers 
for their respective agencies and; 
 
WHEREAS, in the General Election of the State of New Jersey on November 7, 2000, the legal voters of 
the Borough of Garwood overwhelmingly approved the establishment of a LOSAP Program with a vote 
count of 1083 YES and 242 NO; and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 14-190 on April 2, 2014 increasing the LOSAP 
contribution amount from $1,150 to $1,589, the maximum amount allowed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 15-172 on March 24, 2015 increasing the LOSAP 
contribution amount from $1,589 to $1,614, the maximum amount allowed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 17-084 on March 28, 2017 increasing the LOSAP 
contribution amount from $1,614 to $1,635, the maximum amount allowed; and 
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 18-094 on March 27, 2018 increasing the LOSAP 
contribution amount from $1,635 to $1,648, the maximum amount allowed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 19-170 on February 28, 2019 increasing the 
LOSAP contribution amount from $1,648 to $1,674, the maximum amount allowed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 20-264 on February 13, 2020 increasing the 
LOSAP contribution amount from $1,674 to $1,705, the maximum amount allowed; and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that the Governing Body desires to amend the LOSAP Eligibility 
Document in order to further enhance eligibility and the effectiveness of the LOSAP Program; and, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood, County of 
Union, State of New Jersey that: 
 
1. The maximum LOSAP contribution amount shall be increased by 2.5% from $1,705 to $1,748 in 
accordance with the annual CPI adjustments for CY 2025 as authorized by the Department of Community 
Affairs Division of Local Government Services in accordance with the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.9, 
N.J.S.A. 40A:14-185(f) and LFN 2025-01. 
 
2. Amendments to the LOSAP Eligibility Document are hereby made in accordance with the requirements 
of N.J.A.C. 5:30-14 and shall be submitted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services of 
the New Jersey State Department of Community Affairs along with a certified copy of this resolution. 
 
3. These amendments shall be effective retroactively to the start of the LOSAP benefit year, 01/01/24 to 
12/31/24. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-65 
 
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING APRIL 25, 2025 AS ARBOR DAY IN THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 

 
WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a special day 
be set aside for the planting of trees; and 
   
WHEREAS, the holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than a million trees 
in Nebraska; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has recently appointed a new Shade Tree Office, is in the process of 
creating its first Shade Tree Advisory Board, and is now in the process of restoring its tree lined streets and 
creating a community forestry program; and 
  
WHEREAS, each year the Borough of Garwood plants trees as a way of teaching its citizens, young and 
young at heart, of the benefit of trees to our environment; and 
  
WHEREAS, I am proud to dedicate Arbor Day to our Residents, Employees, Business Owners, 
Stakeholders and Shade Tree Advisory Board for their commitment and dedication to the Borough of 
Garwood. 
   
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jennifer Blumenstock, Mayor of the Borough of Garwood, do hereby proclaim 
Friday, April 25, 2025, as “Arbor Day 2025” in the Borough of Garwood.   
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-66 
 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING MUNICIPAL CLERK 
 

WHEREAS, when a vacancy occurs in the office of the Municipal Clerk, NJAC 5:32-5.3 permits the 
governing body to appoint an Acting Municipal Clerk from the date of the vacancy to serve as acting 
municipal clerk for a period not to exceed one year and for an additional two years with the approval of the 
Director of New Jersey Local Government Services; and  
 
WHEREAS, such a situation has occurred in the Borough of Garwood as of April 1, 2025 with the leaving 
of the prior Municipal Clerk; and 
 
WHEREAS, Patricia Vazquez shall receive additional compensation, in the amount equaling a total annual 
salary of $60,000 for the duration of the time period that Ms. Vazquez serves as Acting Municipal Clerk; 
and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Garwood Borough Council that Patricia Vazquez be 
appointed the full-time Acting Municipal Clerk for the Borough of Garwood effective April 1, 2025. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said appointment is subject to further action by the Borough Council.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution shall be submitted as may be required to the 
Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs; Sandy 
Bruns, CFO/CTC, Asst. Administrator.  
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-67 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CLOSING OF STREETS IN THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD ON 
JUNE 1, 2025 TO ACCOMMODATE GARWOOD ROCKS 

 
WHEREAS, the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce is hereby requesting authorization to close 
Center Street from South Avenue to Unami Park and Beech Avenue from Center Street to East Street 
additionally all intersections will be closed for 50 feet from Center Street between the hours of 6:00 AM to 
8:00 PM for the purpose of conducting Garwood Rocks! Music, Cars, Shopping & Family Fun on Sunday, 
June 1, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce is also requesting that Municipal parking 
lots #1 and #2 be barricaded for use during the event; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce has also requested that police officers be 
present during this event. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 
of New Jersey hereby authorize the closing of said streets and Municipal parking lots for the purpose of 
conducting the Garwood Rocks! Music, Cars, Shopping & Family Fun on Sunday, June 1, 2025. 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body authorizes that Police Officers and DPW employees 
be present during this event in accordance with the recommendations of the Chief of Police and 
Superintendent of Public Works. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-68 
 

RESOLUTION CLARIFYING RESOLUTION 24-197 
 
WHEREAS, Resolution 24-197 provided custodian of police records to the Police Department without going 
through the Municipal Clerk; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney after careful review deems it necessary to go to the Municipal Clerk 
along with the Police Department before processing by the designee in the Police Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk will maintain an OPRA Record Log for Police OPRAs. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Garwood, County of Union authorizes internal 
changes to the handling of Police OPRAs as recommended by the Borough Attorney. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-69 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TAX ASSESSOR AND THE BOROUGH’S TAX APPEAL 
ATTORNEY TO FILE COUNTERCLAIMS 

 
WHEREAS, it is anticipated that certain taxpayers of Garwood Borough will file tax appeals disputing their 
assessed valuation for the year 2025; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor is of the opinion that certain properties are underassessed and that the 
assessed value of said properties should be increased and not decreased; and 

 
WHEREAS, the law permits a Municipality to counterclaim against the property owner to seek an 
increase in the assessed value with the County Board of Taxation and/or the Tax Court of New Jersey to 
seek an increase in the assessed value. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood 
that the Tax Assessor and the Tax Appeal Attorney of Garwood Borough, are authorized and directed to 
take whatever steps necessary and appropriate to file counterclaims seeking to raise the assessed value 
of said properties to the value which the Tax Assessor deems to more properly reflect the value of said 
property for the tax year 2025.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-70 
 

AUTHORIZING 2024 BUDGET TRANSFER #7 
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby directs 
the transfers of 2024 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to 
make necessary transfers and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the 
Governing Body. 
 
FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount 

 Admin & Exec S&W 4-01-20-100-100-0100 1,000.00 
    1,000.00 

     
TO:     

 Admin & Exec Codifications 4-01-20-100-200-0210 1,000.00 
   Total 1,000.00 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-71 
 

 RESOLUTION SETTING THE RATE FOR 2025 RECREATION SUMMER CAMP 
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby 
set the rate for 2025 Recreation Summer Camp as follows: 
 

• $130 until May 23, 2025 
• $155 between May 24, 2025 and June 15, 2025 
• $180 late registration between June 16, 2025 and June 22, 2025 

 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by ________________, second by ______________ to adopt Consent Agenda. 
 
Discussion:  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A motion was made by ____________________, second by _________________, to adopt Resolution # 
25-_______. 
 
Discussion: Mayor and Council 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
GREEN TEAM    THREE YEAR TERM          01/01/2024 – 12/31/2026 

Noah Gibson    
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when  
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by _____________________ second by ____________________ to adopt Payment 
of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, March 27, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in 
Council Chambers.  Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by _______________ second by ________________ to adjourn.  Time:__________  

https://garwood.org/gb_notices
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