BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

AGENDA
August 14, 2025
Time:
Moment of Silence
Salute to the Flag

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975).

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blumenstock

Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde

Roll call staff and professionals:
John Arthur, Borough Administrator
Victoria Holmes, Borough Attorney
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS: NONE

Reports:
Report of Borough Attorney

Report of Borough Administrator
Report of Mayor Blumenstock

Comments from the Council:
Councilwoman Boto
Councilman Foley

Councilman Kearney
Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Padusniak
Council President Nolde

MINUTES:
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on July 10 and July 24, 2025.

A motion was made by , second by to accept the Regular Meeting
Minutes as presented.

All in favor , opposed ?
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COMMUNICATIONS:
1. Planning Board minutes — May 28, 2025
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/5_28 2025 PB_Minutes.pdf

2. Elizabethtown Gas Company Notice of Public Hearings scheduled for August 28, 2025
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Elizabethtown_Gas.pdf

ORDINANCES:
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-22 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-22

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 160 ENTITLED “TOWING”, ARTICLE II,
“CONDUCT OF WRECKERS”, SUBSECTION 160-11, “FEE SCHEDULE”.

https://garwoodnj.eovoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-22 - Amending_Towing_Fees.pdf

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-22.
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-22.

A motion was made by , second by to close Public
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-22.

All in favor: , opposed:

Discussion:

A motion was made by , second by to adopt Ordinance
No. 25-22.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 106 ENTITLED “LAND USE”, ARTICLE XI,

“SIGNS”, SUBSECTIONS 139-141, 144-146, AND NEW SUBSECTION 147

https://earwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/INTRODUCTION - Ord. 25-23 - Amending_Land Use -

_Signage.pdf

A motion was made by , second by

Ordinance No. 25-23.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney

to introduce
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OFFICER’S REPORTS:

Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for July, 2025
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_report - July 2025.pdf

Property Maintenance/Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for July, 2025
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement Report - July 2025.pdf

A motion was made by , second by to accept
Officer’s reports.

All in favor: , opposed:

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone,
and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

A motion was made by , second by to close public comment.
All in favor , opposed ?
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

CONSENT AGENDA

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda;
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-158

RESOLUTION APPOINTING FIREFIGHTER MARC GALATI

WHEREAS, Marc Galati has passed all physical and background requirements to become
a firefighter for the Liberty Hose Co. #1, Garwood Fire Department, and;

WHEREAS, no work which requires certification shall be undertaken until the certificate
from the fire academy and/or certification from the Division of Fire Safety is obtained, as per the
email from the New Jersey Division of Fire Safety on December 4, 2024;
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoints Marc Galati as Fire Fighter for the
Garwood Fire Department effective August 14, 2025.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-159

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION FOR 2025 GREENING
UNION COUNTY TRUST FUND

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State
of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Borough Administrator to prepare, sign and submit a

matching grant application for 2025 GREENING UNION COUNTY TRUST FUND GRANT
FOR 2025 TREE PLANTING PROJECT VARIOUS LOCATIONS TOWN WIDE.

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $10,000 GRANT REQUEST: $5,000

RESOLUTION NO. 25-160

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION FOR 2025 KIDS
RECREATION TRUST GRANT

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State

of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Borough Administrator to prepare, sign and submit a
matching grant application for 2025 KIDS RECREATION TRUST GRANT.

TOTAL PROJECT COST: $80,000 GRANT REQUEST: $40,000

RESOLUTION NO. 25-161

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A NEW POLICE VEHICLE

WHEREAS, an invoice has been received from Johnson Dodge Chrysler Inc., 481 Rt. 46,
Budd Lake, New Jersey 07828, for the purchase of one (1) 2025 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 4x4,
in accordance with the specifications and invoice # N250611 dated 07/30/2025, attached hereto
and made part hereof; and

WHEREAS, said vehicle is purchased with funds from the Police Donations Trust
Account in the amount of $36,000.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood
hereby award the aforementioned purchase of vehicle for use by the Garwood Police Department
in accordance with the specifications and invoice # N250611 attached hereto and made part hereof,
from Johnson Dodge Chrysler Inc., 481 Rt. 46, Budd Lake, New Jersey 07828, and that the Police
Chief of the Borough of Garwood be and is hereby authorized to enter such order on behalf of this
Borough and to sign such documents as may be required to consummate this transaction.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-162

HIRING NEW POLICE OFFICER - J. MATOS

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, hereby appoints Joseph Matos as a Step 3 Patrolman in the Garwood Police

Department, effective August 18, 2025 at an annual salary of $64,622.52, in accordance with
P.B.A. Contract 2023-2026.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that their employment is subject to the terms and
conditions of employment in the Borough of Garwood, including one-year probation commencing

August 18, 2025.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-163

HIRING NEW POLICE OFFICER - T. WITZEL

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, hereby appoints Trevor Witzel as a Probationary Step Patrolman in the Garwood

Police Department, effective August 18, 2025 at an annual salary of $48,000, in accordance with
P.B.A. Contract 2023-2026.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-164

HIRING NEW PER DIEM DISPATCHER - A. LONGO

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, Department of the Police is in need of a Civilian
Police Dispatcher as defined in Chapter 34, Police Department, Article VI, Section 37-40 of the
Code of the Borough of Garwood; and

WHEREAS, the Civilian Police Dispatcher shall serve at the pleasure of the Mayor and
Council under the direction of Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police in the Department of the Police.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood
hereby hires Anthony Longo as Civilian Police Dispatcher.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood that Anthony
Longo, shall be compensated $20.00 per hour as Civilian Police Dispatcher, Probationary Class,
effective August 18, 2025.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that their employment is subject to the terms and
conditions of employment in the Borough of Garwood, including one-year probation commencing
August 18, 2025.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-165

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM
NATIONAL WATER MAIN CLEAN COMPANY

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received a quote from National Water Main
Cleaning Company in the amount of Twenty-Seven Thousand Two Hundred Forty-Nine Dollars
and No Cents ($27,249) for sanitary sewer point repairs at various locations; and

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase is provided through the following source(s): the
2025 Operating Budget in the amount of $27,249 authorized for capital improvements and
equipment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that:

1. The contract quote submitted by National Water Main Clean Company in the amount of
$27,249 is hereby approved.

2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate the
contract and disburse payment accordingly.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-166

RESOLUTION APPROVING A REFUND FOR TAX OVERPAYMENT

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of
Union, State of New Jersey, hereby approve the CFO/Treasurer to issue a refund check for the tax
overpayments on the following properties:

PROPERTY OWNER ADDRESS BLOCK/LOT AMOUNT
MCLANE, MICHAEL & NICHOLAS 416 OAK ST 202/19 $3,001.49
REFUND TO:
CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUNDS
PO BOX 9202

COPPELL, TX 75019-9760
AMOUNT OF REFUND: $3,001.49

EXPLANATION: 3Qtr 2025 taxes were paid by CORELOGIC Tax Services in excess of the
amount due. Refund is made to the tax servicer on behalf of the homeowner
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CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL.:
A motion was made by , second by to adopt Consent
Agenda.
Discussion:
ROLL CALL:
Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:
A motion was made by , second by , to adopt

Resolution # 25- )

Discussion: Council

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde
NEW BUSINESS:

NEW COMMITTEE —- GARWOOD 250 REVOLUTION NJ COMMITTEE
Councilman Chase Padusniak — Liaison

Maryanne Duffy — Garwood Library Director

Gabrielle Blevins

Cindy Ringler

Dylan Iorillo

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed
and ratified.

A motion was made by second by to adopt
Payment of Claims Resolution.

ROLL CALL:
Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak

Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on August 28, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in
Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org/gb_notices

A motion was made by second by to adjourn.

All in favor , opposed ?

Time:


https://garwood.org/gb_notices

