
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

AGENDA 
May 22, 2025 

 
Time: _________ 
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  ______ 
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______   Council President Nolde ______ 
 
Roll call staff and professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Doug Stoffer, Chief of Police 
 
First Order of Business: Honor Police Chief Doug Stoffer’s years of service. 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Attorney 
Report of Borough Administrator 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto 
Councilman Foley 
Councilman Kearney 
Councilman Lazarow    
Councilman Padusniak 
Council President Nolde 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on May 9, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by _____________, second by _____________ to accept the Regular and 
Executive Session Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor ____, opposed ______?  
  



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
May 22, 2025 

Page 2 of 9  
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. RVSA minutes approved on May 15th regular meeting 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Minutes_04-10-25_Regular_Meeting.pdf 

 
ORDINANCES:   
FOR ADOPTION:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-17 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-17 
 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING SALARIES AND WAGES OF CERTAIN OFFICIALS AND 
EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY 
 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-17_-
_An_ordinance_fixing_salaries_and_wages_of_certain_officilas_and_employees_of_the_Borough_of
_Garwood.pdf  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-17. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______   Council President Nolde ______ 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Bond Ordinance No. 25-18 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-18 
 
BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT 
EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS 
EQUIPMENT, NEW ADDITIONAL FURNISHINGS AND A NEW AUTOMOTIVE 
VEHICLE, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR 
THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $390,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A 
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH 
APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION 
NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS. 

 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-18_-_BOND_ORDINANCE_-
_Various_Public_Improvements.pdf 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Minutes_04-10-25_Regular_Meeting.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Minutes_04-10-25_Regular_Meeting.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-17_-_An_ordinance_fixing_salaries_and_wages_of_certain_officilas_and_employees_of_the_Borough_of_Garwood.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-17_-_An_ordinance_fixing_salaries_and_wages_of_certain_officilas_and_employees_of_the_Borough_of_Garwood.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-17_-_An_ordinance_fixing_salaries_and_wages_of_certain_officilas_and_employees_of_the_Borough_of_Garwood.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-17_-_An_ordinance_fixing_salaries_and_wages_of_certain_officilas_and_employees_of_the_Borough_of_Garwood.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-18_-_BOND_ORDINANCE_-_Various_Public_Improvements.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-18_-_BOND_ORDINANCE_-_Various_Public_Improvements.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-18_-_BOND_ORDINANCE_-_Various_Public_Improvements.pdf
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A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-18. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______   Council President Nolde ______ 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair 
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:  PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the 
microphone, and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 
 
 
 
A motion was made by ____________, second by ______________ to close public comment. 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-111 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PREPARATION AND ISSUANCE OF 
ESTIMATED TAX BILLS 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 72, P.L. 1994, the Borough of Garwood has the 

authority to prepare and issue estimated tax bills; and 
 

WHEREAS, in order for the Borough of Garwood to meet our financial obligations, 
maintain the tax collection rate, provide uniformity for tax payments and save the unnecessary cost 
of interest expenses on borrowing it would be in our best interest to do so; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer/Tax Collector has reviewed and computed an 
estimated levy in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood on this 22nd day of May 2025, as follows: 
 
1. The Borough of Garwood Tax Collector is hereby authorized to prepare and issue estimated 
bills for the Borough of Garwood for the third quarter of 2025 taxes, in accordance with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 et seq. 
 
2. The entire estimated tax levy for 2025 is hereby set at $21,664,220.00 
 
3. The estimated tax rate for 2025 is hereby set at 2.858 

 
RESOLUTION 25-112 

 
RETIREMENT PAYOUT – D. STOFFER 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 

of New Jersey hereby accept the CFO’s terminal leave calculation for Police Chief Douglas Stoffer 
based on time due as submitted by Douglas Stoffer, Chief of Police, in the Department of the 
Police, for retirement benefits of the Borough of Garwood as follows: 
 

Hours Description 
Hourly 

Rate Amount 
    

40 2024 Vacation Hours - carryover 78.62 3,144.80 
100 2025 Vacation Hours - prorated 78.62 7,862.00 

334.75 Terminal Leave Sick Bank - paid at 50% 78.62 26,318.05 
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Hours Description 
Hourly 

Rate Amount 
173.33 Terminal Leave Calendar Month 78.62 13,627.20 
173.33 LTDB Entitlement Due 78.62 13,627.20 

   64,579.25 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough will pay said employee’s retirement benefit of 
$64,579.25 in first pay cycle after retirement. If additional time is used prior to disbursement the 
retirement benefit will be adjusted accordingly. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to execute 
to the above. 

 
RESOLUTION 25-113 

 
AN ORDINANCE FIXING SALARIES AND WAGES OF CERTAIN OFFICIALS AND 
EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood has heretofore adopted Resolution 
25-17. 

 
WHEREAS, said Ordinance reflects changes of salaries and/or hourly rates to be paid to 

said employees of the Borough of Garwood for the year 2025. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of 
Garwood be and they are hereby authorized and directed to execute checks on Borough funds for 
the purpose of paying the annual salaries and/or hourly rates to the employees of the Borough of 
Garwood as set forth below and in the amount set forth opposite each job classification.  Said 
salaries to be paid bi-weekly less such deductions as in such cases made.  The schedule of salaries 
hereafter set forth shall be effective as of January 1, 2025 or pro-rated as the case may be. 
 

Name Title 2025 
Douglas Stoffer Chief of Police  $     163,535.00 
John Arthur Borough Administrator  $     128,125.00 

John Arthur 
Qualified Purchasing Agent    effective 
2/13/25  $         6,000.00 

John Arthur Municipal Housing Liaison  $         2,500.00 

Sandra Bruns 
CFO/Treasurer/Asst Administrator/Tax 
Collector  $     132,365.00 

Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Borough Clerk              effective 
4/1/25  $       60,000.00 

Patricia Vazquez Registrar of Vital Statistics      $        6,000.00  
Patricia Vazquez BOH Secretary/Licensing Official     $        3,075.00  
Jennifer Sherman Tax Assessor  $       18,450.00 
Amy Rivera Accounting/Payroll Clerk  $       67,584.00 
Janice Farrell Accounts Payable/Code Enforcement Clerk  $       56,996.00 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
May 22, 2025 

Page 6 of 9  
 

Name Title 2025 
Michael Disko Municipal Engineer  $       27,500.00  
Victor Vinegra Zoning Officer - Review  $       10,500.00  
Victor Vinegra Planning/Zoning Board Planner  $         3,150.00  
Len DiStefano Zoning Officer - Enforcement  $         7,565.00 
Adele Lewis Planning/Zoning Board Secretary  $       17,500.00 
Katya Lysak Recreation Director/PIO  $       74,700.00 

Katya Lysak 
Senior Citizen Director-Programs & Grant 
Administrator  $         5,000.00  

Katya Lysak Clean Communities Coordinator  $            750.00 
Gary Bundy Municipal Court Judge  $       21,000.00  
Martha Marino Violations Clerk  $        26.00 PH 
Mollie Helck Administrative Assistant  $        25.00 PH 
Len Spina Superintendent Fire Apparatus  $         1,122.00  
John Drone Civilian Police Dispatcher  $       57,888.00 
John Drone Network Administrator/ Police Department  $         2,600.00  
Lisa DeSimone Civilian Police Dispatcher  $       50,430.00 
   
Name Title 2024 
Cheryl DiStefano Senior Citizen Bus Driver-alternate  $        25.00 PH 
Len DiStefano Senior Citizen Bus Driver  $        25.00 PH 
David Kozal Senior Citizen Bus Driver  $        25.00 PH 
Len Spina Fire Safety Inspector  $        22.00 PH 
Edward Syers Fire Safety Inspector  $        22.00 PH 
Allan Tweedle Fire Safety Inspector  $        21.00 PH 
Ken Capobianco OEM Director  $        3,000.00  
John Patterson Parking Enforcement Officer  $        24.00 PH 

 
RESOLUTION 25-114 

 
RESOLUTION TO RELEASE TRANSFER OF FIREARM  

TO CHIEF DOUG STOFFER 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of 
Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize Chief Jonathan Pridy to sign the release to transfer 
firearm Glock Model 17, 9 mm Handgun, Serial #BGMR811 to Police Officer Doug Stoffer as per 
his upcoming retirement from the Garwood Police Department. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-115 

 
SAVIN COPIERS AVAILABLE FOR AUCTION ON MUNICIBID 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has leased new copier machines, and; 

 
WHEREAS, there are now three Savin brand copier machines the Borough no longer 

needs, and; 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood will be listing copiers on Municibid.com, and; 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator researched previous sale prices of similar copiers 
on Municibid.com and other websites and determined that the minimum bid amount should be set 
to $100 for each copier; 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the three Savin brand copiers (MP 
C3504ex, MP C4504ex, MP C3503)  will be posted for public auction for a period of fourteen (14) 
calendar days using the Borough of Garwood’s Municibid.com account. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-116 
 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE SIDEBAR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AND THE POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, 

LOCAL 117 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“Borough”) and Policemen’s Benevolent 
Association, Local 117 (“Association”) are signatories to a contract (“Agreement”) for the period 
of January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2026; and 
 

WHEREAS, the parties’ have negotiated a sidebar agreement setting forth a modification 
to Article XI, Section C, 5 of the Agreement which is attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Association ratified and executed the sidebar agreement on  
May 20, 2025; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is desirous of ratifying and executing the sidebar 
agreement; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood 
hereby ratifies the sidebar agreement between the Borough of Garwood and  Policemen’s 
Benevolent Association, Local 117 which modifies Article XI, Section C, 5 of the collective 
negotiations agreement and further authorizes the Mayor to execute the sidebar agreement on 
behalf of the Borough. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-117 
 

ADDING JUNETEENTH HOLIDAY FOR POLICE DISPATCHERS 
 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood has heretofore adopted Resolution 
25-100, adding Juneteenth to Borough Hall holidays, and; 
 

WHEREAS, full-time police dispatchers are afforded paid time off in lieu of holidays; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of 
Garwood that all full-time police dispatchers employed by the Borough of Garwood will be 
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afforded an additional 10 hours of paid time off for the Juneteenth holiday, and the Borough of 
Garwood’s personnel manual will be amended to reflect this change. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-118 
 

APPOINTING PART TIME DPW LABORER – M. WELLS 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 
of New Jersey, hereby hires Mark Wells, as a Part-Time Probationary Laborer in the Department 
of Public Works, effective May 27, 2024 at a salary of $20.00 per hour, contingent on a successful 
pre-employment screening, subject to the terms and conditions of the Memorandum of Agreement 
duly executed April 1, 2025. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that he will be on probation for a period of one year. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by ________________, second by ______________ to adopt Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Discussion:  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______   Council President Nolde ______ 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A motion was made by ____________________, second by _________________, to adopt 
Resolution # 25-_______. 
 
Discussion: Mayor and Council 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______   Council President Nolde ______ 
 
NEW BUSINESS: NONE 
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PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when  
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by _____________________ second by ____________________ to adopt 
Payment of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______   Council President Nolde ______ 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on June 12, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in 
Council Chambers.  Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by _______________ second by ________________ to adjourn.   
 
All in favor ______, opposed _____? 
 
Time:__________  

https://garwood.org/gb_notices

