BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
AGENDA
December 18, 2025

Time:
Moment of Silence
Salute to the Flag

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975).

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blumenstock

Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Lazarow
Councilwoman Boto Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde

Roll call staff and professionals:
John Arthur, Borough Administrator
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS:
Swearing in of Sergeant Gregory Sanchez

Proclamation for Marc Lazarow

Shade Tree Advisory Board Presentation

Reports:
Report of Borough Attorney

Report of Borough Administrator
Report of Mayor Blumenstock

Comments from the Council:
Councilwoman Bianco
Councilwoman Boto
Councilman Kearney
Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Padusniak

Council President Nolde
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MINUTES:
Minutes of the Special Meeting held on December 1, 2025 and the Regular Meeting of the Mayor
and Council held on December 4, 2025.

A motion was made by , second by to accept the Regular Meeting
Minutes as presented.

All in favor , opposed ?

COMMUNICATIONS:
1. Adopted Planning Board minutes from October 22, 2025 meeting
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/10 22 2025 PB_MINUTES(1).pdf

ORDINANCES:
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-27 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-27

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY
AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE 1
“TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, SECTION 21-8.8 “PAID PARKING ZONES”.

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/FOR_INTRODUCTION - Ord. 25-27 -
_Amending_Paid Parking_Section_21-8.8(2).pdf

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-27.
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-27.

A motion was made by , second by to close Public
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-27.

All in favor: , opposed:

Discussion:

A motion was made by , second by to adopt Ordinance
No. 25-27.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Lazarow
Councilwoman Boto Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/10_22_2025_PB_MINUTES(1).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/10_22_2025_PB_MINUTES(1).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/FOR_INTRODUCTION_-_Ord._25-27_-_Amending_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8(2).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/FOR_INTRODUCTION_-_Ord._25-27_-_Amending_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8(2).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/FOR_INTRODUCTION_-_Ord._25-27_-_Amending_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8(2).pdf
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Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-28 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-28

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND § 5-11 (DUTIES OF THE BOROUGH CLERK) IN ARTICLE
IT (OFFICE OF THE BOROUGH CLERK) IN CHAPTER 5 (ADMINISTRATION) OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD TO AMEND THE DUTIES OF THE
BOROUGH CLERK TO ADD ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION SPONSORSHIP TO THE
AGENDA.

https://garwoodnj.eovoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/FOR_INTRODUCTION_ - Ord. 25-28 -
_Duties_of Municipal Clerk(2).pdf

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-28.
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-28.

A motion was made by , second by to close Public
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-28.

All in favor: , opposed:

Discussion:

A motion was made by , second by to adopt Ordinance
No. 25-28.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Lazarow

Councilwoman Boto Councilman Padusniak

Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilwoman Bianco, Chair

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair



https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/FOR_INTRODUCTION_-_Ord._25-28_-_Duties_of_Municipal_Clerk(2).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/FOR_INTRODUCTION_-_Ord._25-28_-_Duties_of_Municipal_Clerk(2).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/FOR_INTRODUCTION_-_Ord._25-28_-_Duties_of_Municipal_Clerk(2).pdf
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LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney

OFFICER’S REPORTS: PREVIOUSLY REPORTED

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone,
and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

A motion was made by , second by to close public comment.
All in favor , opposed ?
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

CONSENT AGENDA

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda;
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-204

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REIMBURSEMENT FOR POLICE UNIFORM AND
SAFETY EQUIPMENT

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has hired Joseph Matlosz as a Police Officer; and

WHEREAS, the officer supplied his own uniforms and a brand-new ballistic vest upon
appointment, which are required equipment for the performance of his official duties; and
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WHEREAS, the Department, in consultation with the Chief Financial Officer and Business
Administrator, has determined that reimbursing the officer for these required items is in the best
interest of the Borough and is more cost-effective than purchasing new equipment; and

WHEREAS, proper documentation, including receipts and itemized costs, has been submitted to
the Finance Office for review;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood,
County of Union, State of NJ, that authorization is hereby granted to reimburse Officer Matlosz in
the amount of $2,010.00 for the cost of uniforms and protective vest, in accordance with applicable
policies and budgetary provisions; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CFO is hereby authorized and directed to process this
reimbursement in accordance with municipal procedures.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-205

RESOLUTION APPROVING SHARED COURT SERVICES
WITH THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“Garwood”) and Borough of Fanwood (“Fanwood”) have
been negotiating terms (including but not limited to space, staff, supplies and costs) for a shared
court; and

WHEREAS, Garwood and Fanwood have agreed to terms for shared services agreement for the
creation of a shared court; and

WHEREAS, the shared services agreement between Garwood and Fanwood shall commence
upon approval by the New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts (“AOC”) and shall remain
in effect through December 31, 2028; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood has reviewed the shared services
agreement, which shall commence upon approval by the AOC and remain in effect through

December 31, 2028, and now seeks to ratify the same; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1). The Borough hereby ratifies the shared services agreement, which shall commence
upon approval by the AOC and remain in effect through December 31, 2028.

2). The Mayor is authorized to hereby execute the shared services agreement on behalf of
the Borough of Garwood.

3). That this resolution shall take effect immediately.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-206

RESOLUTION APPLYING FOR A FY2026 LOCAL RECREATION GRANT
WITH THE NJ DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey desires to apply for
and obtain a grant from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approximately
$75,000 to carry out a project of synthetic turf replacement at the Garwood Sports and Athletic
Complex.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Garwood does hereby authorize the application for a
grant; and recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lesser or greater amount and
therefore, upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs, does further authorize the execution of any such grant agreement; and also, upon receipt
of the fully executed agreement from the Department., does further authorize the expenditure of
funds pursuant to the terms of the agreement between the Borough of Garwood and the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the persons whose names, titles, and signatures appear
below are authorized to sign the application, and that they or their successors in said titles are
authorized to sign the agreement, and any other documents necessary in connection therewith:

RESOLUTION NO. 25-207

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM
GRAYBAR FOR SOLAR LIGHTS FOR THE RECREATION CENTER

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received Quote 2001087400 from Graybar, 105
Fieldcrest Avenue, Suite 601, Edison, NJ 08837 in the amount of thirty three thousand six hundred
dollars and no cents ($33,600.00) for solar lights; and

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase shall be provided from the following sources: the 2025
Kids Recreation Trust Grant in the amount of $16,800 and the remaining $16,800 shall be funded
through Bond Ordinance 25-18, as part of a matching grant program authorized for the Athletic
Field Complex improvements.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that:

1. The contract quote submitted by Graybar in the amount of $33,600 is hereby
approved.
2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate

the contract and disburse payment accordingly.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-208

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXTENSION OF THE SHARED SERVICE
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AND THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD FOR CERTIFIED MUNICIPAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR SERVICES

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“Garwood”) and the Borough of Fanwood (“Fanwood”)
are parties to a Shared Service Agreement (“Agreement’) under which Fanwood provides certified

municipal court administrator services to Garwood for the period of January 1, 2025 through
December 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, Garwood and Fanwood are in the process of entering into a shared services
agreement to establish a shared municipal court; and

WHEREAS, the shared municipal court is anticipated to commence operations on
February 1, 2026, subject to the approval of the New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts;
and

WHEREAS, Garwood and Fanwood desire to extend the term of the existing Agreement to ensure
continuity of municipal court administrative services until such time as the shared municipal court
is approved by the New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts and court operations officially
commence; and

WHEREAS, the Agreement permits modification of its terms upon mutual written consent
executed by authorized representatives of both municipalities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that the term of the Shared Service Agreement
for certified municipal court administrator services between the Borough of Garwood and the
Borough of Fanwood shall be extended until the shared municipal court between the two
municipalities is approved by the New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts and court
services commence; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Administrator are hereby
authorized to execute any documents necessary to effectuate this extension; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to
the Borough of Fanwood for its records.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-209

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER
FOR REVOLUTION NJ 250" ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION DONATIONS
REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29

WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services
for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the revenue is
not subject to reasonably accurate estimates in advance; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29 provides for receipt of Revolution NJ Donations, for the
commemoration of the 250 anniversary of the founding of the United States, by the municipality
to provide for the operating costs to administer this act; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated from the Revolution
NJ Donations are hereby anticipated as revenue and are hereby appropriated for the purpose to
which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other legal requirement:

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood,
County of Union, as follows

1. The Governing Body does hereby request permission of the Director of the Division of
Local Government Services to pay expenditures of the Revolution NJ 250" Anniversary
Commemoration (N.J.S.A. 40A:5-29).

2. The Clerk of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union is hereby directed to forward two
certified copies of this Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government

Services.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-210

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2025 BUDGET TRANSFER #4

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey,
hereby directs the transfers of 2025 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby
authorized to make necessary transfers and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled
meeting of the Governing Body.
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FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount
Group Insurance Employer Active 5-01-23-220-200-1000 33,000.00
Total 33,000.00
TO:
Legal Senices Municipal Attorney Fees 5-01-20-155-200-0950 6,000.00
Fire Dept Equipment Maintenance 5-01-25-265-200-0150 4,000.00
Streets & Roads Maintenance of Trucks 5-01-26-290-200-0550 14,000.00
Buildings & Grounds Contractual Senices 5-01-26-310-200-0320 3,000.00
Utilities Water Gas & Electric 5-01-31-431-200-0163 1,000.00
Telephone Telephone 5-01-31-440-200-0160 2,000.00
Sanitation Bulk Pick Up 5-01-32-465-200-0565 1,500.00
Statutory Expenditures |DCRP 5-01-36-471-200-2061 100.00
Municipal Court Payroll 5-01-43-490-100-0100 1,400.00
Total 33,000.00

RESOLUTION NO. 25-211

RESOLUTION ADOPTING UPDATED OVERTIME POLICY FOR THE PERSONNEL
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Borough of Garwood to treat employees and prospective
employees in a manner consistent with all applicable Borough policies and employment laws and
regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has determined that there is a need to adopt an updated overtime
policy regarding dispatchers for the Policies and Procedures Manual to ensure that the dispatchers
are treated in a manner consistent with the established overtime practice in the Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has been notified by the Borough Administrator regarding the
updated overtime policy and been afforded an opportunity to review it prior to its ratification; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood
that the Policies and Procedures Manual is hereby updated with the new overtime policy and it
shall supersede and replace all prior such policies, effective immediately;

RESOLUTION NO. 25-212

RESOLUTION AMENDING CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR THE
PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Borough of Garwood to treat employees and prospective
employees in a manner consistent with all applicable Borough policies and employment laws and
regulations; and
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WHEREAS, the Governing Body has determined that there is a need to adopt an updated Hours
of Work policy regarding dispatchers for the Policies and Procedures Manual to ensure that the
dispatchers are scheduled in an effective manner for the function of emergency response in the
Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has been notified by the Borough Administrator regarding the
updated Hours of Work policy and been afforded an opportunity to review it prior to its ratification;
and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood
that the Policies and Procedures Manual is hereby updated with the new Hours of Work policy and
it shall supersede and replace all prior such policies, effective December 28, 2025;

RESOLUTION NO. 25-213

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF PAID
PARKING ENFORCEMENT DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Garwood wishes to approve the temporary
suspension of paid parking enforcement for those shopping or visiting businesses in town during
the holiday season;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby authorize
free parking in all municipal parking lots and all on-street parking spaces designated as “Paid
Parking Zones” in Chapter 21 of the Code of the Borough of Garwood entitled “Vehicles and
Traffic”, Article I, “Traffic and Parking”, Section 21-8.8 et. seq. “Paid Parking” from
December 15, 2025, through January 1, 2026.

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL:

A motion was made by , second by to adopt Consent
Agenda.

Discussion:

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Lazarow

Councilwoman Boto Councilman Padusniak

Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion was made by , second by , to adopt
Resolution # 25-

Discussion:
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ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Lazarow
Councilwoman Boto Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde

NEW BUSINESS: NONE

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed
and ratified.

A motion was made by second by to adopt
Payment of Claims Resolution.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Lazarow
Councilwoman Boto Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

The Reorganization Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Tuesday, January 6, 2026
at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org/gb_notices

A motion was made by second by to adjourn.

All in favor , opposed ?

Time:


https://garwood.org/gb_notices

