
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
September 9, 2025 

 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  Present 
Councilwoman Boto  Present  Councilman Lazarow  Present 
Councilman Foley  Present  Councilman Padusniak Present 
Councilman Kearney  Present  Council President Nolde Present 
 
Also present, staff and professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Michael Disko, Borough Engineer 
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 
Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk 
 
PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS:  NONE 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Engineer 
1. CONTRACT 2025-1 – RESURFACING OF SECTIONS OF EAST STREET, NEW 

STREET AND WALNUT STREET. CONTRACTOR COMMENCED 
CONSTRUCTION ON AUGUST 25, 2025 WITH SCHEDULED TREE REMOVALS. 
ON AUGUST 28, 2025, THE CONTRACTOR COMMENCED CONCRETE 
SIDEWALK AND DRIVEWAY APRON IMPROVEMENTS ON WALNUT STREET. 
WORK COMPLETED PRIOR TO SCHOOL START. CURB AND SIDEWALK WORK 
COMMENCED ON NEW STREET ON AUGUST 29, 2025. NATIONAL WATER 
MAIN PERFORMING TV INSPECTION WORK ON SEPTEMBER 9, 2025. TV 
REPORTS WILL BE REVIEWED PRIOR TO MILLING AND PAVING. NEW TREE 
INSTALLATIONS ARE IMMINENT. APPROXIMATELY 39 TREES TO BE 
INSTALLED.  

2. QUOTE 2025-2 – POINT REPAIRS ON VARIOUS STREETS. A 
PRECONSTRUCTION MEETING IS BEING SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 12, 2025. NATIONAL WATER MAIN WAS LOW BID CONTRACTOR. 
PROPOSED WORK INCLUDES: BASE BID - MAPLE STREET 3 REPAIRS, SECOND 
AVENUE 2 REPAIRS. ALT. #1 – SECOND AVENUE 3 REPAIRS. ALT. #2 - SECOND 
AVENUE 2 REPAIRS.  
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3. SOUTH AVENUE HANDICAPPED RAMPS TO COMMENCE CONSTRUCTION ON 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 10, 2025. DENBAR CONSTRUCTION HAS FILED FOR 
UNION COUNTY ROAD OPENING PERMITS.  

4. ADDITIONAL POINT REPAIR QUOTES BEING SOLICITED  
5. NJDOT MA25 GRANT FIELD WORK WILL COMMENCE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

PROPOSED WORK AREAS INCLUDE: GALLOWS HILL ROAD – INSTALL CURBS, 
MILL AND OVERLAY – JOIN WITH CRANFORD MAPLE STREET (SOUTH AVE 
TO DEAD END), MILL AND OVERLAY WITH CURBS WEST STREET (BEECH 
AVE TO PINE AVE), MILL AND OVERLAY APPROXIMATE CONSTRUCTION 
COST - $438,610.00 GRANT REQUEST - $420,000.00 GRANT AWARD - $249,912.00 

 
Mayor and Council Discussion with Mr. Disko 
The Mayor and Council posed questions to Mr. Disko regarding his report. Councilman Lazarow 
asked for a public-friendly explanation of “point repairs” to sanitary sewers. Mr. Disko explained 
that defects such as protruding services, open or broken joints, holes in the pipe, or root intrusions 
can be repaired using either traditional or trenchless (no-dig) methods. Traditional repairs involve 
excavation, pipe replacement, and backfilling, which can be particularly difficult and costly when 
sewer lines are deep—sometimes as much as 15 feet. In contrast, trenchless techniques, such as 
point repairs, are less invasive. A point repair involves inserting a 6-foot liner impregnated with 
resin over the defect, which is then cured (via heat, water, or UV light) to form a hardened, 
structural sleeve inside the existing pipe. This method restores integrity and smooth flow, 
eliminating obstructions that could cause blockages. 
 
Pedestrian Safety Improvements 
The Mayor thanked Mr. Disko and requested an update on recent pedestrian improvements tied to 
the Center Street corridor project. Mr. Disko noted that additional ADA-compliant ramps were 
installed at the intersections of Hazel and Hemlock Streets, which previously lacked crosswalks 
across Center Street. Midwest Construction, already under contract and within grant budget, 
completed the concrete work. When pavement striping occurs, crosswalks will be marked, and any 
displaced street symbols (e.g., arrows or bike icons) will be relocated nearby to preserve 
functionality. No ramps were added at Hickory Street, as it sees minimal traffic near the park 
entrance. 
 
Council Comments 
Councilman Kearney thanked Mr. Disko for the swift action on the crosswalks, noting it had been 
a topic of concern in the Police Committee. He mentioned ongoing discussions about intersection 
sight lines and anticipated further coordination with Mr. Disko and the Public Works Committee. 
Mr. Disko also reported a damaged sprinkler head, which will be promptly repaired. 
 
Report of Borough Attorney – no report 
 
Report of Borough Administrator 
Ordinance No. 25-24 is being introduced tonight, which cleans up language used for animal 
licensing and which will also allow for us to launch an online module for paying for animal licenses 
annually. Resolution No. 25-173 is for a grant through our insurance company, to purchase safety 
equipment such as bullet proof vests and high visibility shirts for the police department. This is 
not a matching grant. Resolution No. 25-174 is allowing for a change of ownership over the 
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recycling company that services the borough, but all aspects of the current contract should stay in 
place under this new company. The crosswalk at South/West was delayed by one day so instead 
of starting today it should start tomorrow, September 10, and should be completed within a few 
business days. 
 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
There will a 9/11 remembrance ceremony here in Brough Hall on 9/11 at 7pm.  Our first responder 
departments will be a part of the ceremony helping us mark the day, we will hear a poetry reading 
from Councilman Marc Lazarow and there will also be a special guest speaker from the Tunnel 
To Towers Foundation, Gregg Johannsen who worked evacuating terminals of the Port of NY/NJ 
that day.  So come hear his inspirational words as we remember those we lost and honor their 
friends and families. A reminder about the Senior BBQ, which the Borough is holding in 
conjunction with the Garwood Lions Club.  It will at 12pm on September 13th with hamburgers 
and hot dogs and other goodies.  There will also be some line dancing which will be a nice treat. 
It is a free event open to all Garwood Seniors and will held at the Knights of Columbus. I know 
we’ve all heard about the young teenager Ivy who’s gone missing here in Garwood. The Garwood 
Police Department is working their hardest to find her and there are pictures and other information 
up online for everyone to share and help.  We are all praying that she returns home safely and we 
send her family our thoughts and prayers as well.  
 
Prior to opening the floor to comments from the Council, the Mayor delivered a statement 
concerning the status of Garwood’s Fourth Round Affordable Housing. 
 
As you know, Garwood filed its 4th Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan (or HEFSP) with 
the NJ Department of Community Affairs on June 13th, in advance of the June 30th deadline. The 
plan had gone through months of discussion between the Planning Board, Council and our 
affordable housing planner and attorney. The plan also had two public hearings and was, and still 
is, available to the public online at Garwood.org. At the time, our planner and attorney did inform 
the public that any developer or interested party could challenge the plan up until the August 31st 
deadline. Other than a letter from Fair Share Housing Center seeking additional documentation, 
the only challenge was filed on August 27th by the record owner of the Garwood Paperboard 
property, which we understand to be a subsidiary of Garden Homes. This challenge was not 
expected, as up until that very day, though Garden Homes had not fulfilled its original 3rd Round 
agreement, we were working with Garden Homes in preparing a new redevelopment plan to be 
included in the 4th Round HEFSP. Obviously, as it now involves ongoing litigation, the Council 
and Planning Board cannot comment further. However, I feel it is important to let our residents 
know the plan put forth was and is a solid plan. It took into account what the State of New Jersey 
requires of all municipalities regarding the State’s affordable housing mandate and also took into 
account the best interests of Garwood. We intend to defend the plan and represent the interests of 
the residents of Garwood and will not be intimidated or swayed. I will provide any possible updates 
as developments occur. 
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Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto – no comments 
 
Councilman Foley - Before I speak on an important topic  tonight, it’s important that I first 
acknowledge that our thoughts and prayers are with Ivy and her family, and I urge everyone in this 
community do everything they can to help. When something like this happens here at home, it reminds 
us how important it is to come together as neighbors. We look forward to your  return home Ivy. At 
this level of government we often focus on potholes, budgets, and public safety. But I would be remiss 
if I didn’t acknowledge that what we’re seeing nationally right now is not normal. When masked men 
in unmarked cars rip people off streets and when talk of war is suggested on an American city  it is 
wrong, plain and simple. In my first and second election, I put my hand on the Bible and swore an 
oath to the Constitution. That oath was not to a party, not to an individual, but to the rule of law and 
the principles of democratic government. And an elected official, when he or she sees things are 
wrong, has a duty to speak up. Silence in the face of what is happening only normalizes it. Speaking 
up matters, even here, even in a chamber like this. And so I call on leaders in communities near and 
far: do not send the signal that everything is fine. People do what others do. People do what others 
do. If we remain quiet, others will take their cue and remain quiet too. But if we speak the truth, it 
gives courage for others to do the same. What we are witnessing betrays the values of this country. It 
is dangerous. It is wrong. 
 
Councilman Kearney – Thank you, Mayor—a quick highlight from tonight’s Agenda.  Ordinance 
25-24 is on for Introduction.  The Police Committee worked extensively with the Chief of Police, the 
Borough Clerk, the Borough Attorney, the Westfield Regional Health Department, and our Board of 
Health on this update to Chapter 58 of the Borough Code earlier this year.  As a reminder for everyone, 
the update is regarding pet licensing, along with some general cleanup.  We’ve held the legislation in 
committee while our Clerk and front office set up the new online licensing and payment portals that 
Mr. Arthur referenced in his report earlier to ensure the language and procedures align with how 
things will work both in the office and online.  This Ordinance is recommended unanimously out of 
committee, and I’m requesting full Council support for the Introduction this evening. The Police 
Committee met before tonight’s Council meeting, with several items discussed.  The Committee is 
working on several updates to the Borough Code, which will be in progress this month, including a 
possible expansion of the time limit for parking at JFK Plaza, a few public order-related items 
requested by the Police Department, parking townwide related to sightlines at intersections, continued 
support for accreditation, and staffing discussions for 2026.  All of these items are in various stages 
of committee work; I will report out on them as they become ready for prime time over the next few 
Council meetings. That’s all I have tonight! 
 
Councilman Lazarow – no comments 
 
Councilman Padusniak – Best wishes to Ivy and her family. 
 
Council President Nolde – Echoed Councilman Padusniak’s comment for the safe return of Ivy.  
  



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
September 9, 2025 

Page 5 of 24  
 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on August 28, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept the 
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 
 
 
ORDINANCES:   
INTRODUCTION:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-24 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-24 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 58, ENTITLED “ANIMALS”. 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) has previously adopted Chapter 

58 of the Code of the Borough of Garwood establishing the regulations regarding animals; and   
 
WHEREAS, the Police Committee has recommended revisions to the full chapter 

including the establishment of new sections regarding cats; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the governing body of the Borough of 

Garwood that Chapter 58 (Animals) of the Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood is hereby 
amended as follows (additions underscored, deletions struck-through): 

 
ARTICLE I 

Dogs 
 

§ 58-1. Definitions. 

As used in this article and throughout this Chapter, the following terms shall have the 
meanings indicated: 

AT LARGE — A dog off the premises of the person owning or keeping or harboring it and 
not in a crate or other safe control, or not securely fastened to a tether, leash, or chain of six 
feet or less held by its owner or other person capable of controlling said dog. 

DOG — Any male or female dog, bitch, or spayed bitch. 

DOG OF LICENSING AGE — Any cat or dog which has obtained the age of seven months 
or which possesses a set of permanent teeth. 
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FOSTER PLACEMENT — A temporary placement of six months or less in which a domestic 
animal resides while attempting to find permanent placement. 

NEUTERED — Rendered permanently incapable of reproduction as certified by a licensed 
veterinarian.  

OWNER — When applied to the proprietorship of a dog, shall include every person having a 
right of property in such dog and every person who harbors or has such dog in his or her 
keeping. 

 
§ 58-2. License required. 

A. No person shall own, keep, or harbor any dog within the Borough except in 
compliance with the provisions of this article, and unless he first obtains a license and 
official metal registration tag therefor issued by the Borough Clerk upon application 
by the owner and payment of the prescribed fee. 

B. The license shall contain the name and address of the owner of such dog, a short 
description of the dog, including the breed, sex, and markings, and also the number of 
such license, and shall bear the signature of the Borough Clerk. 

C. This section does not apply to dogs in a foster placement, state or federal research 
facility, veterinary establishment where dogs are kept for diagnostic, medical, 
surgical, or other treatments, or licensed animal shelters, pounds, kennels, or pet 
shops. 

 
§ 58-3. Annual license License procedure; tag. 
Any person who shall own, keep or harbor a dog of licensing age in the Borough shall 
immediately, in the month of January in each year in the year following the expiration of a 
license, apply for and procure from the Borough Clerk a license and official metal registration 
tag for each such dog so owned, kept or harbored, and shall place upon each such dog a collar 
or harness with the registration tag securely fastened thereto.  A valid rabies certification must 
accompany registration and remain effective through October 31st of the current year to 
qualify for renewal. 

 
§ 58-4. Fee; expiration date of license; Seeing Eye dogs exempt. [Amended 4-24-1990 
by Ord. No. 90-07] 

A. The person applying for the license and registration tag for each dog shall pay to the 
Borough Clerk a fee of $17.20 16 for the license ing of each dog which is 
spayed/neutered, $20.20 for the license of each dog non-spayed/non-neutered and 
such additional fee for the registration tag as provided for by state law. Each license 
and tag shall be renewed annually, and for each annual renewal, the fee for the license 
and for the registration tag shall be the same as for the original license and registration. 
Each license and tag shall be renewed annually, with the corresponding fees payable 
on an annual basis. Said licenses, registration tags and renewals thereof shall expire 
on the last day of January in each year. [Amended 11-23-2004 by Ord. No. 04-19; 
3-13-2007 by Ord. No. 07-07] 
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B. There shall be an additional fee of $5 for the replacement of any lost or otherwise 
missing registration tag. [Amended 11-23-2004 by Ord. No. 04-19] 

C. There shall be an additional late fee of $5 for each dog license any person who shall fail 
to make an application/renewal not for and received the license and registration 
renewed by the last day of January each year.by the last day of January of each year. 
[Amended 11-23-2004 by Ord. No. 04-19; 3-13-2007 by Ord. No. 07-07] 

D. Only one license and registration tag shall be required in any license year for any dog 
owned in New Jersey, and such license and tag issued by any other municipality shall 
be accepted by the Borough as evidence of compliance with this section and § 58-3. 

E. Dogs used for guides for blind persons and commonly known as "Seeing Eye" dogs, 
dogs used to assist deaf persons and commonly known as "hearing ear" dogs and dogs 
used to assist handicapped persons and commonly known as "service" dogs shall be 
licensed and registered as other dogs as herein provided for, except that the owner or 
keeper of such dog shall not be required to pay any fee therefor. [Amended 12-10-
2002 by Ord. No. 02-28] 

 
§ 58-5. License forms and registration tags to be furnished by Borough. 
Application forms for license and uniform official metal registration tags designed by the State 
Department of Health shall be furnished by the Borough and shall be numbered serially and 
shall bear the year of issuance and the name of the Borough.  The Borough may make all 
required forms available online. 

 
§ 58-6. Application by owner. [Amended 3-13-2007 by Ord. No. 07-07] 

A. The owner of any newly-acquired dog of licensing age or any dog which attains 
licensing age shall apply for a license and registration tag for such dog within 10 days 
after such acquisition or age attainment. 

B. No license shall be granted for any dog unless the dog owner provides evidence that 
the dog to be licensed and registered has been inoculated against rabies with a vaccine 
having duration of immunity which extends through at least 10 of the 12 months of 
the licensing period, in accordance with the regulations of the New Jersey Department 
of Health and Senior Services, or the written certification of a licensed veterinarian 
indicating that the dog is unable to be vaccinated due to age or infirmity. Dogs with a 
duration of immunity against rabies that expires prior to the 10th month of the 
licensing period shall be revaccinated prior to the issuance of a license. 

 
§ 58-7. Contents of application. 

A. The application shall state the breed, sex, age, color and markings of the dog for which 
license and registration are sought, and whether it is of a long-haired or short-hared 
variety; the name, street and post office address of the owner and the person who shall 
keep or harbor such dog. 

B. The information on said application and the registration number issued for the dog 
shall be preserved for a period of three years by the Borough Clerk. In addition, he the 
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Clerk shall forward to the State Department of Health each month, on forms furnished 
by the said Department, an accurate account of registration numbers issued or 
otherwise disposed of. Registration numbers shall be issued in the order of the 
applications. 

 
§ 58-8. Dogs brought into Borough. 

A. Any person who shall bring or cause to be brought into the Borough any dog licensed 
in another state for the current licensing year, and bearing a registration tag, and shall 
keep the same or permit the same to be kept within the Borough for a period of more 
then than 90 days shall immediately apply for a license and registration tag for such 
dog, unless such dog be licensed under § 58-2. 

B. Any person who shall bring or cause to be brought into the Borough any unlicensed 
dog and shall keep the same or permit the same to be kept within the Borough for a 
period of more than 10 days, shall immediately apply for a license and registration tag 
for each such dog, unless such dog be licensed under § 58-2. 

§ 58-9. Removal of tag. 
No person, except an officer or agent in the performance of his duties, shall remove a 
registration tag from the collar of any dog without the consent of the owner, nor shall any 
person attach a registration tag to a dog for which it was not issued. 

 
§ 58-10. Disposition of fees collected. 
License fees, registration tag fees and other money collected and received pursuant to this 
article shall be turned over and disposed of in accordance with and as provided by law. 

 
§ 58-11. Running at large prohibited. 
No person owning, keeping, harboring, or in control of any dog shall permit said dog to run 
at large at any time within the limits of the Borough. 

 
§ 58-12. Dog nuisances. [Amended 3-13-2007 by Ord. No. 07-07] 
It shall be unlawful and a violation of the article for any person who owns, possesses or 
controls a dog to permit, suffer or allow such animal to soil, defile or defecate on, or commit 
any nuisance on any common thoroughfare, sidewalk, passageway, bypath, play area, park or 
any place where people congregate or walk, or upon any public property whatsoever, or upon 
any private property without the permission of the owner or lawful occupant thereof. This 
restriction shall not apply to that portion of the street lying between the curblines, which shall 
be used to curb such animal, provided that said person who curbs such dog shall remove all 
feces deposited by such animal and dispose of same as provided in Article III of this chapter. 

 
§ 58-13. Enforcement. 
The provisions of this article shall be enforced by any private citizen signing a formal 
complaint against such offender or by any member of the Board of Health, Garwood Police 
Department or such other person who may be employed by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Garwood to exercise the duty and authority of dog catcher, dog warden or pound-
master. 
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§ 58-14. Contract for enforcement. 
The Mayor and Council shall have the power to enter into a contract with one or more persons 
for the exercise of the duty and authority of dog catcher, dog warden or pound-master to 
enforce the provisions of this article, including the taking into custody, impounding, 
destruction and disposal of dogs as hereinafter provided. Nothing contained in this section, 
however, shall be construed as limiting the duty or authority of the Chief of Police or any 
member of the Police Department to enforce the provisions of this article. 

 
§ 58-15. Costs to Maintain Dog Canvass of dogs; report. [Amended 9-10-1991 by Ord. 
No. 91-21; 5-25-1999 by Ord. No. 99-10] 

The Chief of Police of the Borough of Garwood shall biannually cause a canvass to be made 
of all dogs owned, kept or harbored within the limits of the Borough of Garwood as prescribed 
by N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.15, as amended. The Chief of Police shall report biannually to the 
Borough Clerk, to the local Board of Health, and to the State Department of Health the result 
thereof, as prescribed by N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.15, as amended. In causing such canvass of dogs to 
be conducted, the Chief of Police may employ for such purpose regular members of the Police 
Department, duly appointed special law enforcement officers, and/or duly appointed school 
crossing guards. 

An owner of a dog(s) who is unable or unwilling to provide care for an animal in their custody 
due to their arrest, eviction, hospitalization, or other circumstances outside of their control 
shall be required to pay all costs of sheltering, caring for, or treating any dog(s), including 
veterinary expenses, until that dog(s) is returned to its owner, forfeited, liberated, or disposed 
of.  All costs are determined by the housing authority of such dog(s). 
§ 58-16. Seizing and impounding. 
Members of the police, acting under the direction of the Chief of Police or such person 
appointed to enforce the provisions of this article, shall take into custody or impound the 
following: 

A. Any dog running at large within the limits of the Borough. 

B. Any dog not licensed or tagged as provided in this article. 

C. Any dog off the premises of the owner or of the person keeping or harboring the dog, 
which dog said official or his agent or agents have reason to believe is a stray dog. 

D. Any dog with a fierce, dangerous or vicious propensity or noticeably infected with 
rabies or bitten by a dog suspected of having rabies. 

E. Any female dog in season off the premises of the owner or of the person keeping or 
harboring said dog. 

F. Any dog seized under this section shall be handled and disposed of with proper 
notice given, as required by N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16. 
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§ 58-17. Entry upon premises for seizure. 
Any officer or agent authorized or empowered to perform any duty under this article is 
authorized to go upon any premises to seize for impounding any dog or dogs which he may 
lawfully seize and impound when such officer or agent is in immediate pursuit of such dog or 
dogs, except upon the premises of the owner of the dog if said owner is present and forbids 
the same. 

 
§ 58-18. Interference. 
No person shall hinder, molest, or interfere with anyone authorized or employed to perform 
any duty under this article. 

 
§ 58-19. Violations and penalties. 
Any person who shall violate any provisions of §§ 58-2, 58-3, 58-6, 58-11 or 58-16, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than $5 nor more than $250.  $50 
nor more than $500 for each offense.  Each day a violation continues shall constitute a separate 
and distinct offense. 

 
§ 58-20. Construal of provisions. 
The provisions of this article and the penalties for the violation of the provisions thereof shall 
be construed to be in addition to the provisions and penalties of any and all statutes of New 
Jersey relating to rabies and control of dogs. 

 
ARTICLE II 

Livestock 
[Added 3-24-1998 by Ord. No. 98-03] 

 
§ 58-21. Horses. 
The keeping of horses, ponies or other domestic equine animals within the Borough of 
Garwood is hereby prohibited. 

 
§ 58-22. Other livestock. 
The keeping of pigeons, fowl, pigs, goats, sheep, cattle and other kinds of livestock within the 
Borough of Garwood is hereby prohibited. 

 
§ 58-23. Enforcement. 
This article shall be enforced by the Health Officer of the Borough of Garwood. 

 
§ 58-24. Violations and Penalties. 
Any person who shall violate any provision of the article shall be subject to a fine not 
exceeding $1,000, a period of community service not exceeding 90 days, and a period of 
imprisonment not exceeding 90 days. 
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ARTICLE III 
Pet Waste 

[Added 6-14-2005 by Ord. No. 05-20] 
 

§ 58-25. Purpose. 
An ordinance to establish requirements for the proper disposal of pet solid waste in the 
Borough of Garwood so as to protect public health, safety and welfare, and to prescribe 
penalties for failure to comply. 

 
§ 58-26. Definitions. 
For the purpose of this article, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall 
have the meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this article clearly demonstrates 
a different meaning. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense 
include the future, words used in the plural number include the singular number, and words 
used in the singular number include the plural number. The word "shall" is always mandatory 
and not merely directory. 

IMMEDIATE — Shall mean that the pet solid waste is removed at once, without delay. 
OWNER/KEEPER — Any person who shall possess, maintain, house or harbor any pet or 
otherwise have custody of any pet, whether or not the owner of such pet. 

PERSON — Any individual, corporation, company, partnership, firm, association, or political 
subdivision of this state subject to municipal jurisdiction. 
PET — A domesticated animal (other than a disability assistance animal) kept for 
amusement or companionship. 

PET SOLID WASTE — Waste matter expelled from the bowels of the pet; excrement. 
PROPER DISPOSAL — Placement in a designated waste receptacle, or other suitable 
container, and discarded in a refuse container which is regularly emptied by the municipality 
or some other refuse collector; or disposal into a system designed to convey domestic sewage 
for proper treatment and disposal. 

 
§ 58-27. Requirement for disposal. 
All pet owners and keepers are required to immediately and properly dispose of their pet's solid 
waste deposited on any property, public or private, not owned or possessed by that person. 

 
§ 58-28. Exemptions. 
Any owner or keeper who requires the use of a disability assistance animal shall be exempt 
from the provisions of this section while such animal is being used for that purpose. 

 
§ 58-29. Enforcement. 
The provisions of this article shall be enforced by the Police Department and the Local Board 
of Health of the Borough of Garwood. 
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§ 58-30. Penalties. 
Any person violating this chapter shall be subject to a fine of up to $500. Upon conviction, any 
person who violates any portion of this article shall be fined no less than $50 or more than $500 for 
each offense.  Each day the violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct offense. 

  
ARTICLE IV 

Wildlife 
Feeding 

[Added 6-14-2005 by Ord. No. 05-19] 
 

§ 58-31. Purpose. 
An ordinance to prohibit the feeding of unconfined wildlife in any public park or on any other 
property owned or operated by the Borough of Garwood so as to protect public health, safety 
and welfare, and to prescribe penalties for failure to comply. 

 
§ 58-32. Definitions. 
For the purpose of this article, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall 
have the meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this article clearly demonstrates 
a different meaning. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense 
include the future, words used in the plural number include the singular number, and words 
used in the singular number include the plural number. The word "shall" is always mandatory 
and not merely directory. 

FEED — To give, place, expose, deposit, distribute or scatter any edible material with the 
intention of feeding, attracting or enticing wildlife. Feeding does not include baiting in the 
legal taking of fish and/or game. 

PERSON — Any individual, corporation, company, partnership, firm, association, or political 
subdivision of this state subject to municipal jurisdiction. 

WILDLIFE — All animals that are neither human nor domesticated. 
 

§ 58-33. Prohibited conduct. 

A. No person shall feed, in any public park or on any other property owned or operated 
by the Borough of Garwood, any wildlife, excluding confined wildlife (for example, 
wildlife confined in zoos, parks or rehabilitation centers, or unconfined wildlife at 
environmental education centers). 

 
§ 58-34. Enforcement. 

A. This article shall be enforced by the Police Department and Health Department of 
the Borough of Garwood. 

B. Any person found to be in violation of this article shall be ordered to cease the feeding 
immediately. 
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§ 58-35. Violations and penalties. 

B. Any person(s) who is found to be in violation of the provisions of this article shall be 
subject to a fine not to exceed $500.  Upon conviction, any person who violates any 
portion of this article shall be fined no less than $50 or more than $500 for each 
offense.  Each day the violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct 
offense. 

 
ARTICLE V 

Pet Sales 
[Added 6-12-2018 by Ord. No. 18-15] 

 
§ 58-36. Definitions. 
As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

ANIMAL CARE FACILITY — An animal control center or animal shelter, maintained by 
or under contract with any state, county or municipality, whose mission and practice is, in 
whole, or significant part, the rescue and placement of animals in permanent homes. 

ANIMAL RESCUE ORGANIZATION — Any not-for-profit organization which has tax-
exempt status under § 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code, whose mission 
and practice is, in whole or in significant part, the rescue and placement of animals in 
permanent homes. 

CAT — A member of a species of domestic cat, Felis catus. 

DOG — A member of a species of domestic dog, Canis familiaris. 

OFFER FOR SALE — To sell offer for sale or adoption, advertise for the sale of, barter, 
auction, give away or otherwise dispose of a dog or cat. 

PET SHOP — A retail establishment where dogs and cats are sold, exchanged, bartered or 
offered for sale as pet animals to the general public at retail. Such definition shall not include 
an animal care facility or animal rescue organization, as defined. 

 
§ 58-37. Restrictions on sale of animals. 
No pet store shall sell, deliver, offer for sale, barter, auction, give away or otherwise transfer 
or dispose of cats or dogs. Nothing in this section shall prohibit stores from collaborating with 
animal care facilities or animal rescue organizations to offer space for such entities to 
showcase adoptable dogs and cats. 
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ARTICLE VI 
Cats 

[Added XX-XX-2025 by Ord. No 25-XX] 
 

§ 58-38. Definitions 
 
As used in this article and throughout this Chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings 
indicated: 
 
CAT – Any member of the domestic feline species; male, female or neutered. 
 
CAT OF LICENSING AGE – Any cat which has obtained the age of seven (7) months or 
which possesses a set of permanent teeth. 
 
FOSTER PLACEMENT – A temporary placement of six (6) months or less in which a 
domestic animal resides while attempting to find permanent placement. 
 
NEUTERED – Rendered permanently incapable of reproduction as certified by a licensed 
veterinarian. 
 
OWNER – When applied to the proprietorship of a cat, shall include every person having a 
right of property in such cat and every person who harbors, feeds, or has such cat in his or her 
keeping. 
 
§ 58-39. Licensing and vaccination of cats required. 
Effective January 1, 2026, any member of the domestic feline species, whether male, female, or 
neutered, over seven (7) months old shall be vaccinated for rabies by a licensed veterinarian and 
shall be licensed by the Borough of Garwood. The licensing authority is hereby designated as the 
Office of the Borough Clerk. 
As a condition of licensing,  al l  such  ca ts  shal l  be  vaccinated  against  rabies  per  
the  lates t  "Compendium of  Animal  Rabies  Vaccines  and  Recommendat ions  
for  Immunizat ion ,  published by the National Association of State Public Health 
Veterinarians. 
A certificate of vaccination shall be issued by the veterinarian to the owner of each animal 
vaccinated on a form recommended by the State of New Jersey.  The certificate shall state the 
period of time during which the vaccination is deemed to be effective.  A written certification of 
a licensed veterinarian indicating that the cat cannot be vaccinated due to age or infirmity shall be 
provided in place of the vaccination certificate.  
This section does not apply to cats held in a cattery, foster placement, state or federal research 
facility, veterinary establishment where dogs or cats are kept for diagnostic, medical, surgical, or 
other treatments, or licensed animal shelters, pounds, kennels, or pet shops. 
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§ 58-40. Licensing procedures; tag. 
Any person who shall own, keep or harbor a cat of licensing age in the Borough shall effective 
January 1, 2026 immediately apply for and procure from the Borough Clerk a license and official 
metal registration tag for each such cat so owned, kept or harbored.  A valid rabies certification 
must accompany registration and remain effective through October 31st of the current year to 
qualify for renewal. 
Upon presentation to the Borough Clerk of a completed application, a certificate of vaccination 
(or certification of exception due to age/infirmity), along with the necessary fee, whether in person 
or by mail, the Borough Clerk shall issue a metal tag type license for said cat bearing a code 
number identifying such cat which shall be affixed to or worn on a collar by the cat at all times.  
Such tag shall also indicate the year of expiration of the license. 
 
§ 58-41. Application, contents, preservation and information. 
The application shall state the breed, sex, age, color, and markings of the cat for which a license 
is sought and whether it is a long or short-haired variety.  Such application shall also state the 
name, street address and post office address of the owner.  The information on said application 
and the license number for the cat shall be preserved for a period of three years by the Borough 
Clerk.  Applications may be made in person or online using the forms provided by the Borough. 

§ 58-42. License fees.  
The fee for a cat license is hereby fixed at $10 if the animal is spayed or neutered and $13 if the 
animal is not spayed or neutered and such additional fee for the registration tag as provided for by 
state law. Each license and tag shall be renewed annually, with the corresponding fees payable on 
an annual basis. 
There shall be an additional late fee of $5 for each cat license application/renewal not renewed by 
the last day of January each year. 
Only one license and registration tag shall be required in any license year for any cat owned in 
New Jersey, and such license and tag issued by any other municipality shall be accepted by the 
Borough as evidence of compliance with this section. 
 
§ 58-43. Loss of license tag. 
Duplicate tags shall be issued upon proof satisfactory to the Borough Clerk of the loss of the 
original tag and the payment to the Borough Clerk of $5 for each duplicate tag. 
 
§ 58-44. Enforcement. 
The provisions of this article shall be enforced by any private citizen signing a formal complaint 
against such offender or by any member of the Board of Health, Garwood Police Department, or 
such other person who may be employed by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood 
to exercise the duty and authority of animal control officer. 
 
§ 58-45. Contract for enforcement. 
The Mayor and Council shall have the power to enter into a contract with one or more persons for 
the exercise of the duty and authority of the animal control officer to enforce the provisions of this 
article.  Nothing contained in this section, however, shall be construed as limiting the duty or 
authority of the Chief of Police or any member of the Police Department to enforce the provisions 
of this article. 
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§ 58-46. Offense defined; violations. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to permit an unlicensed cat to be at large outside of a building 
occupied by such person. Any person who permits such a cat to be at large outside of a building 
shall be subject to a fine of not less than $50 nor more than $500, and the cat shall be subject to 
being picked up by the animal control authority of the municipality.  In order to recover said cat, 
the owner shall be required to pay a fee levied by said authority and must also have the cat 
vaccinated and licensed as provided for in this article. 
Upon conviction, any person who violates this article shall be fined no less than $50 or more than 
$500 for each offense.  Each day the violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct 
offense. 
 
§ 58-47. Costs to Maintain Cat. 
An owner of a cat(s) who is unable or unwilling to provide care for an animal in their custody due 
to their arrest, eviction, hospitalization, or other circumstances outside of their control shall be 
required to pay all costs of sheltering, caring for, or treating any cat(s), including veterinary 
expenses, until that cat(s) is returned to its owner, forfeited, liberated, or disposed of.  All costs 
are determined by the housing authority of such cat(s). 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 

provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall 
apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the 
remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with 
the provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Padusniak to introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-24. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair – no report  
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair – no report  
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair – no report 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
Thank you. Mayor. In addition to their reoccurring activities, DPW employees performed the 
following duties:  Completed residential pickup of household waste and white goods. Weekly pickup 
of residential brush and grass. Checked and treated reoccurring problem sewer lines on a weekly 
basis.   Cleaned up the litter and debris throughout the grounds at the Sports and Recreation Complex, 
both sides of the underpass sidewalks on Center Street and Kennedy Plaza as well as around the bus 
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stop enclosures along North and South Avenue(s).  Repaired broken street and traffic signs in various 
locations.  Cleared debris from stormwater drainage inlets on the North and South sides before and 
after heavy forecasted rains.  Painted no parking boxes and yellow intersection line at the intersection 
of New Street and Willow Avenue and the handicap spots on Beech, Oak Street and 4th Ave. A few 
reminders since I am sure many of us are starting fall clean up: Bulk pick-up applications are due on 
October 3rd for October 20th pick up.  Drop off recycling is scheduled for Saturday, September 
13th from 10 am to 2 pm behind the DPW Building at the end of Willow Avenue. Also, if anyone is 
interested in mobile paper shredding, the county is holding two events in September. September 20  in 
Cranford at the Union College, 1033 Springfield Avenue on Parking Lots 5A and 5B and September 
26 in Westfield at the Westfield Memorial Pool 713 Cumberland St. These events are held rain or 
shine from 9 am to 1 pm. For any questions, you can check out https://ucnj.org/recycling/website. 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
Thank you, Mayor.  I have the latest Police Department report from Chief Pridy. The Garwood Police 
Department recorded 2191 calls for service during August 2025. These calls include (but are not 
limited to): 443 motor vehicle stops, 45 parking complaints, 167 fixed traffic posts (Radar, Stop Sign, 
Distracted Driving), 332 building/property checks, 32 medical assists, 77 community policing posts, 
20 walking posts, 18 suspicious persons/vehicles investigated, 89 criminal investigations, 19 motor 
vehicle crashes. Although it didn’t occur in August, I want to acknowledge a job well done by our 
officers the other night, who handled a situation which involved a foot pursuit and resulted in an 
apprehension.  Chief, please relay a job well done to the Officers. In the month of August, Officer 
Shoenberger became a certified Alcotest Operator after completing a week-long class administered 
by the New Jersey State Police.  This valuable certification allows an Officer to conduct breath testing 
in-house for alcohol-related DUIs.  Congratulations to Officer Shoenberger! The Garwood Police 
Department would like to remind everyone that school is back in session. Please be alert while driving, 
walking, and bicycling. Also, school zone safety is a top priority. No parking zones are established 
around our schools to ensure safety for pedestrians. If someone parks in a no-parking zone, they are 
limiting the sightline of motor vehicles and pedestrians, creating a hazard.  Please do your part and 
find a legal parking spot. Finally, a reminder that the Garwood Police Department continues to take a 
proactive approach to better serve the community. If anyone has a complaint, we ask that you call the 
Police Desk at 908-789-1500 to report it so that Officers can be dispatched immediately. 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
Recreation Report: Youth Soccer Programs (US Sports Institute) begin September 20th and run 
until Oct. 25th. These programs are open for ages 1.5 to 7, and will take place on Saturdays. 
Registration is still open! Visit www.garwoodrec.com to register. Starting Monday, October 6th, 
there will be two programs offered at the rec center for grades K-5th for 6 weeks. Registration is 
now open for the following: Legends and Lore, provided by Crayola Imagine Arts Academy. 
From sea creatures of the deep to phoenixes in the sky, every society has its legends and lore. 
We’ll tell their stories through paintings, sculptures, and other works of art. These legends may 
inspire awe, curiosity, or surprise, but they all inspire our imaginations! Science Surprise, 
provided by Mad Science. Young scientists will mix, bubble, and fizz their way through thrilling 
experiments! From hands-on chemistry madness with dazzling reactions and kitchen concoctions 
to uncovering nature’s secrets with bug investigations and earth explorations, every session will 
be packed with excitement. Kids will solve mysteries like detectives, build wild machines, uncover 
movie magic, and dive into the science behind toys and weather—all while sparking curiosity and 
making discoveries! Adult Programs are now open for registration: Adult Open Play Soccer: 

https://ucnj.org/recycling/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
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Friday evenings from 8 pm to 9:50 pm on the turf field. Free! If you already signed up, just show 
up! If you haven’t registered yet, you can do so at www.garwoodrec.com Adult Open Play 
Basketball: This will start back up in September on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 pm to 9:00 
pm. This is free, and registration for this program can be done at www.garwoodrec.com Adult 
Ceramics: take home a themed ceramics piece! The dates are on Wednesdays: October 22nd, 
November 19th, and December 10th. Register at www.garwoodrec.com Canvas Painting: Create 
a canvas masterpiece using acrylic! This class will take place on Wednesday, December 3rd, at 7 
pm. Register at www.garwoodrec.com Winter Programs: Youth Basketball: Youth basketball is 
back, and registration will open up end of September. The season will run from December to 
February. A new program, Cheer and Dance Squirts, will be taking place inside the Rec Center 
in January and February 2026 on Saturdays. This program, provided by US Sports Institute, will 
be open to ages 3-8. Upcoming Events: Upcoming Fall events, hosted by the Garwood Recreation 
Committee, include: Halloween Parade and Costume Contest taking place on Halloween night. 
Halloween House Decorating Contest: Enter the contest by October 25th to win bragging rights 
and a gift card! Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture: The Garwood Partnership for Arts and 
Culture will be holding its Fall Art Show entitled “Fall into Art”. The theme is creativity. Garwood 
artists of all ages are welcome to choose a recent piece that best expresses their creative ideas. We 
accept small sculptures, framed watercolors, pastels, oil paintings, photographs, or mixed media 
works. Please send a photo of your work with the dimensions to cnolde@garwood.org before 
October 1st, along with an artist statement in which you describe and discuss your creative 
practice. Please consider these questions: What are you working on now in your creative practice? 
How do you choose your medium? How do you nurture your creativity?  
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
Upcoming Events at Garwood Public Library CODE FORWARD – Programming for 
Middle Schoolers September 16 & 23 at 3:15 PM - Middle school students are invited to explore 
computer programming languages like Java, Python, and more. Coding with Unruly Splats 
September 18, 25 & October 2, 9 Kids in grades 2–5 can stomp, jump, and play their way to 
learning essential STEM skills through active coding. Registration required. Limit: 10 participants. 
Decorate a Ghost or Witch September 26 – October 21 Pick up a wooden ghost or witch to 
decorate (while supplies last). Write your name on the back and return it to the library for display 
through October 21. Afterward, take it home for Halloween! Participants (K–8th grade) will 
receive a goody bag upon returning a decorated item. For more information or to register: 
www.garwoodpl.org 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The next Board of Education meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 16th.  Our monthly 
Mayor and Council coordination meeting with the school district has been rescheduled for later 
this month, so I should have more to report at our next Council meeting.  The first day of school 
in Garwood was last week, so welcome back and best wishes for a great year to all students, 
teachers, and staff members! We have back-to-school night coming up this Thursday, September 
11th.  Also, a reminder that all Clark schools, including ALJ, are closed next Monday, September 
16th, for a special election being held there for a school referendum.  That’s all for this report. 
 
  

http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
mailto:cnolde@garwood.org


Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
September 9, 2025 

Page 19 of 24  
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
Our next meeting is on September 18th at 12pm.  Don’t forget the Senior BBQ this weekend at 12 
at the Knights of Columbus.  And just a note, our Christmas Party will now be on Wednesday, 
December 3rd. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
A small town, open for business, welcome to Heritage Personal Image and Grooming, now open 
at the corner of Center Street and Willow Avenue!  The Mayor and Council helped cut the ribbon 
and welcome another small business to town.  Good luck and best wishes to them! 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley – no report 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney – No report tonight, Mayor.  The next 
Planning Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 24th. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:   
Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for August, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_August_2025.pdf  
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for August, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/August_2025_-Code_Enforcement_Report.pdf  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to accept 
Officer’s reports. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 
and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 

1. Bruce Paterson – 325 Willow Avenue – Commented on being absent from last week’s 
meeting due to attending Kitty’s 101st birthday celebration and expressed appreciation to 
the Council for formally acknowledging the milestone. Inquired about the number of 
parking tickets issued and noted that the state is holding a redevelopment meeting in 
October regarding the fourth round; encouraged Council members to attend. Referenced 
the flood mitigation study and emphasized alignment with the June 2013 Brook Walk, 
suggesting it may be of interest in the current context. Proposed forming a committee to 
explore this initiative further. Questioned whether the cost savings in the Harbor 
Consultants circulation study were due to a reduced scope or simply a favorable price. 
Requested docket numbers related to the ongoing lawsuit at the Paperboard site. Sought 
clarification on whether the Clean Communities grant is a direct grant or requires matching 
funds. Concluded by expressing appreciation for the formation of the flood mitigation 
committee. 
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_August_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_August_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/August_2025_-Code_Enforcement_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/August_2025_-Code_Enforcement_Report.pdf
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2. John Bartolick – 231 Hemlock Avenue – Mr. Bartolick expressed disappointment that a 
councilman referenced a December 2023 video from Councilman Graham as he felt 
Councilman Graham’s comments were not appropriate as he feels. They dismiss public 
input into council decisions. He urged council members to listen to residents’ opinions and 
show true leadership. 
 

3. Laura Thompson – 320 Pine Avenue – Requested clarification on the Fourth Round 
Affordable Housing Plan, specifically regarding the nature of the lawsuit and what the 
Borough is being sued for. 

 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Foley to close public 
comment. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
The Mayor addressed the resident's concerns and thanked everyone for their comments, noting that 
they would be taken under consideration. The Mayor, the Borough’s Affordable Housing Planner 
and Attorney, explained during the public hearing that any developer or interested party may file 
a challenge to the Borough’s Fourth Round Affordable Housing Plan. A challenge does not 
necessarily indicate that there is a flaw in the plan; rather, a party may simply choose to contest it. 
In this case, the owner of the Paperboard site has filed a public challenge. While Mr. Paterson 
requested the docket numbers, they were not immediately available, but all related documents are 
subject to OPRA and can be obtained accordingly. The Mayor expressed surprise at the challenge, 
noting that the Borough had been working collaboratively with the Paperboard developer up to the 
day of the plan's submission. The site was included in the submitted plan, and it had been assumed 
there was alignment. However, the developer ultimately chose to contest the plan, not because the 
Borough failed to meet deadlines or requirements, but as part of the process outlined by the 
Department of Community Affairs (DCA), which allows for such challenges between June 30 and 
August 31. The Mayor reiterated her confidence in the strength of the plan, stating it carefully 
balances the Borough’s affordable housing obligations with the interests of Garwood residents. 
She emphasized that the Borough would not be deterred by the challenge and will move forward. 
In response to Mr. Paterson’s additional questions: inquiries about parking ticket data can be 
directed to the Police Chief; the circulation element was outlined in the RFP, and Harbor 
Consultants submitted their proposal accordingly; legal representation for the affordable housing 
matter is being handled by Bob Renaud; and finally, the Clean Communities grant is not a 
matching grant. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-173 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION FOR 2025 STATEWIDE 
SAFETY GRANT FOR POLICE SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood seeks to submit a grant application for the 2025 

Statewide Safety Grant; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, 

County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Borough Administrator to prepare, 
sign and submit a grant application for 2025 STATEWIDE SAFETY GRANT in the amount of 
$2,977. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-174 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ASSIGNMENT OF GRAND SANITATION 
CONTRACT 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“Borough”) received correspondence dated 
September 4, 2025 as to the acquisition of Grand Sanitation Service, Inc. (“Grand”) by Interstate 
Waste Services of New Jersey, Inc. (“Interstate”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough is in a contract through December 31, 2027 with Grand for 
recycling services throughout the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contract between Grand and the Borough requires written consent by the 
Borough in the case of assignment or transfer of the contract; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Ambrosio & Associates, LLC has requested such written consent be 
provided on behalf of Grand; and 
 
 WHEREAS, correspondence from Ambrosio & Associates, LLC states that, “From and 
after the closing of the Transaction, the Contract shall remain in full force and effect in accordance 
with its terms, and enforceable against each party thereto”; 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, 
County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor to provide written consent for 
the assignment of the aforementioned Grand contract to Interstate and its legal counsel Ambrosio 
& Associates, LLC. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-175 
 

RESOLUTION FOR PLACE-TO-PLACE TRANSFER 
EXPANSION OF PREMISES 

 
WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a Place-to-Place Transfer of Plenary Retail 

Consumption License Number 2006-33-005-011, for the purpose of expanding the premises under 
license wherein the sale, service and storage of alcoholic beverages are authorized; and 
 

WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees 
have been paid, and the license has been properly renewed for the current license terms; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Garwood Governing 
Body does hereby approve, effective June 12, 2025), the expansion of the aforesaid Plenary Retail 
Consumption License of B & J Group LLC, licensed premises located at 414 South Avenue, Unit 
1 to place under license the area delineated in the application form and the sketch of the license 
premises which was attached to the application.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-176 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF CREDIT CARD AND 
ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER PAYMENTS FOR THE COLLECTION OF 
RENTAL REGISTRATION, PET LICENSING, AND OTHER MUNICIPAL 
OBLIGATIONS THROUGH MUNICIPAY OR OTHER THIRD-PARTY PAYMENT 
SERVICES IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A. 40A:5-45 AND N.J.A.C. 5:30-9.1 ET SEQ. 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-45 authorizes municipalities to establish a card payment 
system or electronic funds transfer system upon passage of a resolution of the governing body, 
provided the resolution specifies the types of obligations approved for such payment methods and 
prohibits credit card payment for delinquent local unit obligations or the redemption of local unit 
liens; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood wishes to authorize the acceptance of credit card 
and electronic funds transfer payments for certain municipal obligations through MuniciPAY and 
any other third-party payment processing service that may be utilized by the Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough recognizes that service charges or convenience fees may be 

assessed by MuniciPAY or other third-party processors, and that such fees are not imposed by the 
Borough and therefore are not subject to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-46 or N.J.A.C. 5:30-9.9; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough shall clearly disclose on its website any service charges or 

convenience fees assessed by MuniciPAY or other third-party processors to ensure transparency 
and allow residents to make informed decisions when choosing a payment method. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 
1. The Borough hereby establishes a card payment system and electronic funds transfer 

system pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-45 for the payment of the following obligations: 
 

o Fees, costs, and payments associated with Rental Registration and Pet licensing. 
 

2. The Mayor and Council authorize the use of MuniciPAY and any other third-party payment 
processing service to facilitate credit card and electronic funds transfer payments for the 
obligations listed above. 
 

3. The Mayor and Council authorize the Finance Department to accept credit card and 
electronic funds transfer payments for the payment of rental registration and pet licensing 
subject to the limitations set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:5-45. 
 

4. All payments made via credit card or electronic funds transfer shall be subject to the 
provisions of N.J.A.C. 5:30-9.1 et seq. 
 

The Borough shall clearly disclose on its official website any service charges or convenience 
fees assessed by MuniciPAY or other third-party processors, and shall make such information 
readily available to residents prior to initiating payment. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Discussion: None 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: NONE 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  NONE 
 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed 
and ratified. 
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A motion was made by Councilman Foley second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt Payment 
of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  NONE 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, September 25, 2025 
at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney second by Councilman Foley to adjourn.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Time:7:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
 
Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Borough Clerk  
 

https://garwood.org/gb_notices
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	CAT – Any member of the domestic feline species; male, female or neutered.
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