BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

MINUTES
August 28, 2025
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Moment of Silence
Salute to the Flag

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975).

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blumenstock Present

Councilwoman Boto Present Councilman Lazarow Present
Councilman Foley Present Councilman Padusniak Present
Councilman Kearney Present Council President Nolde Present

Also present, roll call staff and professionals:

John Arthur, Borough Administrator

Michael Disko, Borough Engineer — excused due to conflict
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney

Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police

Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS:
Swearing in of Police Officers: The Mayor formally introduced each of the newly appointed
officers and administered the oath of office in a brief ceremonial moment.

Police Officer Joseph Matlosz

Officer Joseph Matlosz is a Garwoodian through and through. He is a 2011 graduate of Lincoln
School and a 2015 graduate of Arthur L. Johnson High School. His dedication to public service
runs in the family. He is the nephew of former Chief Legg, the grandson of the late Lieutenant
Legg, and will be working alongside his cousin, Lieutenant Perrotta. Officer Matlosz graduated
from the John H. Stamler Police Academy as part of Class 131 in 2024. He began his law
enforcement career with the Rahway Police Department before returning to his hometown to
protect and serve the community that shaped him.

Police Officer Joseph Matos

Officer Joseph Matos was born in Newark, New Jersey, and spent his formative years in Hillside
before moving to Union, where he graduated from Union High School in 2009., Officer Matos
pursued police training at the Essex County Police Academy in June 2022, completing the rigorous
program and graduating in November 2022. He then served with the Newark Police Division for
three years, gaining experience in urban policing and community engagement. I am confident that
Officer Matos will bring integrity and a strong work ethic to his new career here in Garwood.
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Police Officer Trevor Witzel

Officer Trevor Witzel grew up in Middlesex and graduated from Immaculata High School in 2019.
Officer Witzel played football at King’s College in Pennsylvania and graduated in 2023 with a
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. He then worked at Robert Wood Johnson in New Brunswick
for a year and half until January of 2025 when he entered the Cape May County Police Academy
and graduated on June 11, 2025. We are happy to have Officer Witzel begin his law enforcement
career here in Garwood.

Reports:
Report of Borough Engineer — read by Borough Administrator

CONTRACT 2025-1 RESURFACING OF SECTIONS OF EAST STREET, NEW STREET
AND WALNUT STREET. ON AUGUST 20, 2025, NJDOT APPROVED THE BOROUGH’S
ACTION OF AWARDING THIS CONTRACT TO MIDWEST CONSTRUCTION IN THE
AMOUNT OF $324,007.02 FOR BASE BID AND ALTERNATES 1-3. THE BOROUGH
RECEIVED A GRANT OF $346,600 FOR THIS PROJECT. A PRECONSTRUCTION
MEETING WAS HELD ON FRIDAY AUGUST 22, 2025. THE CONTRACTOR INDICATED
THEY WOULD COMMENCE CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION ON THURSDAY AUGUST 28,
2025. ANOTICE OF CONSTRUCTION WAS DISTRIBUTED TO RESIDENTS, BUSINESSES
AND THE SCHOOL ON WALNUT STREET ON AUGUST 22, 2025. THE CONTRACTOR
PERFORMED TREE REMOVAL OPERATIONS (1 TREE ON WALNUT, 4 TREES ON NEW)
ON AUGUST 25, 2025. THE CONTRACTOR BEGAN CONCRETE SIDEWALK AND ADA
HANDICAPPED RAMP IMPROVEMENTS ON WALNUT STREET ON AUGUST 28, 2025.
THE CONTRACTOR ANTICIPATES THAT WALNUT STREET CONCRETE WORK WILL
BE SUBSTANTIALLY COMPLETED BY FRIDAY AUGUST 29, 2025. SCHOOL
COMMENCES ON THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 4, 2025. THE CONTRACTOR HAS
INDICATED THAT CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS WILL SHIFT TO NEW STREET ON
OR ABOUT AUGUST 29, 2025. A NOTICE OF CONSTRUCTION WAS DISTRIBUTED TO
NEW STREET RESIDENTS ON AUGUST 28, 2025. WORK SHOULD BE COMPLETED ON
NEW STREET WITHIN ONE WEEK. AWARDED WORK INCLUDES SANITARY SEWER
MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES WHICH WERE BID AS AN ALTERNATE. NATIONAL
WATER MAIN CLEANING COMPANY (SUBCONTRACTOR) WILL COMMENCE
INTERNAL TELEVISION INSPECTION AND GROUTING WORK OF SANITARY
SEWERS, AROUND THE MIDDLE OF NEXT WEEK. PER DISCUSSION WITH CHIEF
PRIDY, ANY TV INSPECTION WORK ON WALNUT STREET MUST NOT COMMENCE
UNTIL AFTER SCHOOL DROP-OFF PERIODS. MILLING AND PAVING WORK WILL BE
PERFORMED IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

Report of Borough Attorney

The Borough Attorney clarified that Resolution 25-172 concerns the approval of a sidebar
agreement with the PBA, specifically addressing the allocation of expenses. As part of this
agreement, the Chief has implemented uniform updates for newly hired officers. In alignment with
these changes, current officers are being offered the option to exchange their short-sleeve shirts,
long-sleeve shirts, and pants for garments from a new manufacturer in an updated color. The
associated costs for these uniform modifications will be covered by the PBA.
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Report of Borough Administrator

On tonight’s agenda you will see a resolution approving a contract with a new IT vendor. This
vendor provided the lowest bid but also comes highly recommended from a few other
municipalities. We anticipate that, depending on how much out of scope work is needed, this
contract should save the borough significantly, but we anticipate we will save approximately
$20,000 annually. Approval of a contract for basketball court resurfacing at the athletic field
complex is also on tonight’s agenda. This is funded by the Kids Recreation Trust Grant and our
matching portion comes from this year’s multipurpose bond ordinance. You will also see a
resolution appointing Harbor Consultants to work on the circulation element for Garwood. We
received two bids and Harbor’s bid was substantially lower than the alternative for the same scope
of work. We have also been looking into future grants to apply for, including the arts grant that
you will see on the agenda tonight. If awarded, we hope to combine these funds with Clean
Communities funds for a mural project on the underpass. We have recently confirmed that we can
apply for another Local Recreation Improvement Grant to combine with the previous grant of
$92,000, which we plan to use for the Turf Field replacement project. However, the grant was cut
from $20 million last year to $10 million this year, so it will be highly competitive.

Report of Mayor Blumenstock

I’m happy to report that you can now report - online. We have a new feature on our new website
that will allow residents to report any concerns they might see around town. If you see a property
maintenance concern, or a pot hole or a storm drain that might need clearing, you can scroll down
the homepage at Garwood.org and click on the ‘Report a Concern” button. The form will ask you
for location and a description of the concern and it will be forwarded to the proper department so
that it can be assessed and handled. This is one way we are working to improve communication
between the Borough and residents. This new constituent service also makes it more convenient
and efficient as we make progress in moving Garwood further into the online world. Just a note,
this tool is of course not intended for emergencies. I wanted to let our resident commuters know
that I am working with NJ Transit to try and clean up the station’s platforms. There is graffiti on
walls and garbage cans and faded and cracked signs and the vestibule waiting area needs severe
cleaning. There are a couple of other to-do’s that need attending as well. But I will keep everyone
up to date as I really want to make sure our Station gets the upgrade we deserve. An announcement
for the Senior BBQ, which the Borough is holding in conjunction with the Garwood Lions Club.
It will at 12pm on September 13" with hamburgers and hot dogs and other goodies. There will
also be some line dancing which will be a nice treat. It is a free event open to all Garwood Seniors
and will held at the Knights of Columbus. There will a 9/11 remembrance ceremony here in
Brough Hall on 9/11 at 7pm. Join us to remember those we lost and honor our first responders who
sacrificed on that tragic day. There is one more item I wanted to discuss. We have been talking a
lot about flooding here in Garwood and throughout the County, of course given the horrific storms
we recently faced. I held a town hall about a year and a half ago where our engineer Mike Disko
answered some questions from residents and we talked about mitigation projects. I’ve also talked
a lot about the work I’ve been doing with the Army Corp focused on projects along the Rahway
River, projects that unfortunately look like they may not happen. But I’ve also talked to residents
here about what can be done here in Garwood, as Mr. Disko did at the townhall and what would
be beneficial to us and cost efficient as well. We are doing some of those things right now, using
the sewer collection that was sent out in June. We are paying for a contract with PARSA for
preventative cleaning, we are making proactive spot repairs such as those approved at our last
meeting with more to come soon. And we are looking to do a big project to remove the invasive
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vegetation along the gabion walls. But there may be more that we can do now, And on that end, I
would like to ask our Council to consider funding in the next budget a comprehensive flooding
mitigation study. That way we will not only be able to see concretely if there are other smaller
projects the Borough can take on, but we can also get specifics for some large possible projects
like possibly expanding the culvert and we can be ready to go when federal FEMA grants hopefully
open back up. I also think it will be helpful for our residents to be able to see in print exactly what
might be needed in the future, as well as seeing costs of these projects, just so we can go into the
next few years with a clearer picture. Given the changing nature of the storms in this past year, the
whole region is looking to change in terms of management and mitigation and a full study will be
able to shed light on that for here in Garwood. So, this is just the beginning of this discussion and
over the next months before next budget cycle, I’d like to work with our administration, with
Council and with residents to really carve out what we want in this study so that when we are
prepared to fund it, we are set and ready to go. I’ve talked to some of you about my thoughts on
this. If anybody wants to tag in with any thoughts?

The Mayor opened the floor for discussion regarding a potential comprehensive flooding
mitigation study. Councilman Lazarow expressed strong support for the initiative, describing it as
a proactive step aligned with the Borough’s recent efforts in infrastructure and public safety. He
inquired about the scope of such a study, including what it would entail, which contractors might
be available, and the types of projects that could be pursued. He noted the Borough’s proactive
investments in sewer upgrades, bike lanes, and pedestrian crosswalks, and shared his enthusiasm
for continuing that momentum through this initiative. The Mayor acknowledged Councilman
Lazarow’s comments and emphasized that the Borough Engineer should be involved in the initial
discussions before any formal proposal is developed. She noted that additional research is
necessary and suggested collaborating with the administration to reach out to neighboring
municipalities that have conducted similar studies. She stressed the importance of documenting
the process and establishing a clear framework. Councilman Kearney thanked the Mayor for
raising the issue early in the budget planning cycle. He expressed cautious optimism, noting
concerns about relying on federal agencies such as FEMA and the Army Corps of Engineers, given
current limitations in support. He highlighted that while various aspects of flooding mitigation
have been discussed over the years, a comprehensive study with detailed cost estimates would be
invaluable. He further stated that the anticipated scope of work would likely exceed the Borough’s
financial capacity, underscoring the need to pursue funding opportunities at the county and state
legislative levels. Will support going forward. Mayor will begin attending Cranford’s weekly
Engineering meetings to start working on some of these things together. Councilman Padusniak
also expressed support for the initiative.

Comments from the Council:
Councilwoman Boto — Thank you. Mayor. Congratulations and welcome to our new officers.

Councilman Foley — Thank you. Congratulations to the officers and wanted to wish Ms. Kitty
Madera a Happy 101st Birthday! Have a good Labor Day weekend Garwood. The Mayor also wished
Ms. Madera a Happy Birthday!

Councilman Kearney — Thank you, Mayor. Tonight, I want to talk for a few minutes on the topic of
“listening.” I am noticing an increasing number of comments about “listening” directed at you and
this Council, specifically, claims that "the Mayor or the Council doesn’t LISTEN to us." I want to
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assure everyone here and those watching online that we all “listen" constantly. We listen to comments
and feedback from both our meetings and various other sources. Many of our current members
answer resident phone calls, respond to emails, and engage on social media. We also attend
subcommittee meetings, discuss matters with the Borough Administrator and professionals, such as
our Engineer or Department Heads, and review extensive materials before each public meeting.
That’s actually a LOT of listening. So why are some folks saying that we don’t? I have a theory that
the disconnect here is “listening” doesn’t mean “your words coming out of our mouths,” or that all of
our decisions up here are exactly what some may personally want or feel is best. Reasonable people
can disagree on anything, but that doesn’t mean your opinion or thoughts weren’t heard. If we’re
doing our job right on this Council, we are listening to EVERYONE, not just a FEW people, and also
applying our own knowledge and thoughts after considering everything we’ve read and heard. That’s
the job. At the end of 2023, I recall my friend and our former Council President, Russ Graham, giving
an outstanding explanation of how this Council makes decisions during his final meeting on this
body. I’'m not going to repeat it word for word, because there is only one Russ. I do urge everyone
to watch the recording of that meeting and listen to what he has to say about what we do up here—
December 21st, 2023, timestamp 1 hour, 38 minutes, and 52 seconds elapsed. Seriously. Check it
out. You won’t regret it! Thank you.

Councilman Lazarow — Congrats to our officers and I hope everyone has a great Labor Day
weekend.

Councilman Padusniak — Congratulations to our officers and Happy Birthday to Kitty Madera
hope everyone has a great Labor Day weekend.

Council President Nolde — Congratulations to our new officers and Happy Labor day to everyone
and to our teachers that have to go back to work.

MINUTES:
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on August 14, 2025.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Lazarow to accept the
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.

All in favor: v, opposed: none

COMMUNICATIONS: RECEIVED AND FILED
1. RVSA minutes approved at the August regular meeting.
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1IBF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Minutes_approved at the August regular_meeti

ng.pdf
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ORDINANCES:
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-23 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-23

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 106 ENTITLED “LAND USE”, ARTICLE XI,
“SIGNS”, SUBSECTIONS 139-141, 144-146, AND NEW SUBSECTION 147

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough™) has previously adopted Chapter
106, Article XI, Subsections 139-141 and 144-146 regarding signage; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council seeks to update the rules and regulations pertaining to
signage; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of
Garwood that Chapter 106 (Land Use), Article XI (Signs), subsections 139-141 and 144-146 of
the Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood is hereby amended as follows (additions

underscored, deletions straek-threugh):

§ 106-139. Definitions. [Amended 7-12-1994 by Ord. No. 94-14]

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

SIGN — Any visible device, structure, object or part thereof, or device attached thereto or
painted or represented thereon, for attracting attention, giving information, or for visual
communication, or for purposes of enjoyment only, which displays or includes any letter, word,
model, banner, flag, pennant, insignia, picture or device, representation or advertisement. The
term "sign" shall also include movable signs such as those typically affixed to trucks or other
commercial vehicles for the purpose of advertising or announcing ownership, or the product
or service offered by the owner or operator. The term "sign" shall also include lighting devices
designed to attract attention. For the purposes of this ordinance, the term "sign" shall not
include "mural" or "public art", nor shall it include the flag, pennant, or insignia of any nation,
group of nations, state, city or political unit.

SIGN AREA — The entire face of a sign, including the advertising surface and any framing,
trim or molding, but not including the supporting structure. Where there is no framing, the sign
area shall be deemed to be the area of the smallest rectangular figure which can encompass all
of the letters, and their supporting logos, or elements, if any.

SIGN . ANNOUNCEMENT — A sien identifying an occupant of the premises and his/her
activity.

SIGN., EXTERIOR — Any sign located outside of a building and any sign located within a
building when such sign is both: 1) visible from outside the building and 2) located within 12
feet of the window or door through which the sign is visible.
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SIGN, FACADE OR WALL SIGN — A sign fastened to or painted on a wall of a structure in
such a manner that the wall becomes the supporting structure for, or forms the background
surface of the sign and which does not project more than twelve inches from such building or
structure. Such a projection into the public right-of-way shall be permitted.

SIGN., FEATHERED — also known as an advertisement flag or teardrop flag or flag sign is a type
of portable advertising banner that is designed to resemble a feather. Consistently of a narrow
piece of printed fabric mounted on a lightweight frame, which allows the sign to wave or move in
the wind.

SIGN., FREESTANDING — Any non-movable sign which is not affixed to a building but
standing apart therefrom.

SIGN, ILLUMINATED — A sign having a source of light. including signs lighted internally.
externally or by a combination of both, as well as reflectorized, and glowing signs.

SIGN, INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED — Any sign which is illuminated by a light source
which transmits light through the sign face from behind the sign face. The term "internally
illuminated sign" shall also include, but not be limited to, awnings which are translucent or
transparent and which meet the definition of signs and which are illuminated from the rear.

SIGN, OFFICIAL — Any sign, symbol or device erected and maintained by a federal, state.
county or local government agency for the purpose of informing, guiding or protecting the

public.

SIGN, PORTABLE SIGN — A sign that can be single or double faced that is not permanent
or affixed to a building or structure or the ground.[Amended 7-11-2017 by Ord. No. 17-12]

SIGN, PROJECTING-SIGN — A sign that is wholly or partly dependent upon a structure
building for support and which projects more than 12 inches from a structure.

SIGN, TEMPORARY-SIGN — A sign or advertising display constructed of cloth, canvas,
fabric, plywood, or other light material and designed or intended to be displayed for a short
period of time.

§ 106-140. Signs permitted in residential zones. [Amended 2-25-1997 by Ord. No. 97-03]

A. Only the following signs are permitted in the residential zones:

(1) One freestanding temporary sign related to construction activity ongoing on the lot,
or a real estate announcement subject to the following restrictions:

(a) Size: four square feet maximum.
(b) Height: five feet maximum.
(c) Setback: five feet minimum.

(d) Display time period. Sign shall only be displayed during the time the
construction is ongoing, or the real estate remains on the market. All such signs
are to be removed within one week of the construction completion or real estate
closing.
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(2) Institutional uses in residential zones may have not more than two signs,
one freestanding sign and one facade sign, subject to the following:

(a) Size: 40 square feet, maximum combined area of all signs.
(b) Height - facade sign: twe-stertes one story or 26 10 feet maximum.

(c) Setback: five feet minimum.

B. The freestanding sign may be double-faced. One face only shall be counted toward maximum
size requirement. The freestanding sign may be internally illuminated. Lighting of the sign
shall not be permitted between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.

§ 106-141. Signs permitted in the Central Business, General Business and Community
Commercial Zones. [Amended 7-12-1994 by Ord. No. 94-14; 2-25-1997 by Ord. No. 97-03;

7-11-2017 by Ord. No. 17-12]

Only the following signs are permitted in the Central Business, General Business and Community
Commercial Zones:

A. Residential uses shall be allowed to utilize all of the signs that are permitted for residential
uses in residential zones.

B. Signs for nonresidential uses are regulated as follows:

(1) Commercial uses shall be allowed to utilize all of the signs that are permitted in the
residential zones.

(2) Structures which have less than a four-foot front yard setback shall be permitted to
have one wall or facade sign for each tenant in the structure; the total sign area for
all signs shall not exceed two square feet for each foot of building frontage, but in
no circumstances shall total sign square footage exceed 40 square feet. In multi-
tenanted structures, the individual tenant sign shall be part of one sign structure.

(3) Structures which have a front yard setback equal to or greater than four feet shall be
permitted to have, in addition to the above wall signs, one six-square-foot sign
projecting not more than three feet from the structure, but not into the public right-
of- way, with signage on both sides of the sign.

(4) Multiple retail/commercial use structures (those with more than two tenants) with
front yard setbacks equal to or greater than 10 feet shall be permitted the following
signage:

(a) One double-sided projecting or freestanding directory sign not to exceed 40
square feet, which maintains a minimum five-foot setback from all lot lines,
does not project more than five feet from the structure, has a maximum fifteen-
foot height, and is a minimum of 10 feet high at its lowest point. Bottom of sign
must be at least three (3) feet above grade. This sign may be utilized for a listing
of all tenants in the structure, or for the name of the development.
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(b) One wall/facade sign for each tenant not to exceed two square feet for each foot
of front facade of the tenant space or a maximum of 40 square feet, whichever
is less.

(¢) Inthe Community Commercial Zone only, a double-faced freestanding sign of
60 square feet may be utilized in place of above, provided that it is no higher
than five feet at its highest point.

(5) Portable signs shall be permitted for retail trade, retail services and eating and
drinking establishments, subject to the following regulations:

(a) No such sign shall exceed 48 inches in height or width or eight square feet.

(b) Signs may be constructed of only the following materials: painted wood,
painted metal (with professional-quality painted message), heavy plastic,
chalkboard or

dry-erase board. They may not be lighted or flashing.

(c) Portable signs may be constructed only as follows: two sandwich boards that
support each other (A-frame) or easel-type or T-type frame.

(d) Signs may be displayed only within the side property lines, as extended, of the
business advertised. No sign shall be permitted other than one which advertises
such business. No more than one sign shall be permitted for each business.
Signs may be displayed only during hours when the business is actually in
operation and must be stored inside when not on display and when the business
is not in operation.

(e) Signs may be displayed only in the following locations: adjacent to the building,
in an entrance alcove, or adjacent to the curb. No such sign shall block
pedestrian movement, access to benches, access to parking meters or access to
motor vehicles. Signs may not be placed in the public right-of-way without a
sign permit from the Zoning Officer, which permit may be revoked at any time
for noncompliance with this section.

(f) No such sign shall block the five-foot passage required by the Americans with
Disabilities Act for pedestrians.

(g) No such sign shall block access to benches, motor vehicles or pose sight/view
obstructions to pedestrians or vehicular traffic.

(h) The Zoning Officer may direct that any sign which, in the discretion of the
Zoning Officer, violates this section or creates a safety hazard be removed,
modified or relocated. Additionally portable signs shall be removed by the
owner when forecasted winds exceed 20MPH by National Weather Service at
Newark Liberty International Airport high-winds or other inclement weather
affecting the sign shall occur.

(1) The Chief of Police may direct that any sign which, in the discretion of the Chief
of Police, creates a safety hazard or causes a sight obstruction to pedestrians or
vehicular traffic be removed, modified or relocated.
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§ 106-144. General provisions. [Amended 2-25-1997 by Ord. No. 97-03; 7-11-2017 by Ord.
No. 17-12]

All signs shall comply with the following regulations, unless otherwise specifically stated in this
chapter:

A. Each nonresidential structure/use may display, in a consolidated space on a facade or
window area not exceeding five square feet, a sign bearing the name, street number and/or
type of business of the principal tenant, eredit-eard-stgns; and special signs serving the
public convenience such as "notary public,"—publie—telephone," etc., or words or
directions of similar import. This sign area is not counted within total sign area
calculations.

B. Temporary signs promoting grand openings, special sales, or other special events shall be
permitted on all nonresidential structures or uses, provided they are limited to three in
number, a total of 50 square feet in total area, are not within a public right-of-way, do not
exceed the maximum height permitted in the zone in which the structure is located, and are
displayed for a maximum of two-week periods, or a total of 28 days a year. Lighted or
flashing temporary signs are not permitted.

C. All loading and shipping docks may be identified through the installation of one sign for
each dock not exceeding five square feet in total area.

D. The installation of on-site directional signs for the public such as entrance, exit, one way,
stop, truck entrance, visitor parking, etc., shall be unregulated other than subject to site
plan review by the approving authority, provided that they are no larger than two square
feet in total sign area.

E. One double-faced sign of a maximum six square feet total sign area may be installed on
each vacant lot in nonresidential zones, provided it is set back a minimum of 10 feet from
each lot line, and does not exceed a ten-foot height.

F. Not more than two window signs promoting sales or products are permitted, provided that
no more than 25% of the window space of any window is covered by such signs. These
signs are not calculated within total sign square footage.

G. Variable Message Signs, also known as Message Signs or Changeable Signs will be
permitted.

H. All wall, projecting, and freestanding signs permitted by this chapter, except those that
are temporary and those that are permitted in residential zones, may be illuminated,
subject to the following regulations:

(1) No illuminated sign shall be of such a color or located in such a manner so as to
diminish or detract in any way from the effectiveness of any traffic signal or similar
official safety or warning device.

(2) No illuminated sign shall be of the flashing or mevingtype scrolling type.

(3) All illuminated signs shall be lit from behind or within the structure and the source

of illumination shall not be exposed to view. AH-sueh-tight shall be-shielded-se-that
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such hghtmg for extemallv 111um1nated must be focused onto the signage and hght

source not visible from public view. Light sources shall be directed away from
rights-of-way and residential properties and shall be screened from residential zones.

I.  No sign shall be permitted which does not pertain to an occupant, service or product
actually occupying or provided on the premises where such sign is located.

§ 106-145. Prohibited signs.

Signs prohibited in all zones shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

A. Signs which are placed on, or extend above, the roofline of any structure.

B. Signs posted on fences, posts, utility poles or trees, or standing, installed or painted on
curbs, retaining walls or sidewalks unless permitted under other Borough ordinances.

C. Signs of the moving or revolving type.
E. Flashing signs.

(LED) Sign

§ 106-146. Signage exceptions. [Amended 3-24-2009 by Ord. No. 09-07]

A. Signs of a political nature or signs advertising a community event are exempt from these
regulations except must be limited to a maximum size of four square feet. aste-sign-size

and-locationin-apphicablezones. All such signage is to be removed within one week of

the date of the final decision or event in such matter.

B. Subject to the landowner’s consent, a noncommercial message of any type may be
substituted for any duly permitted or allowed commercial message or any duly permitted
or allowed noncommercial message, provided that the sign structure or mounting device is
legal without consideration of message content. Such substitution of message may be
made without any additional approval or permitting. This provision prevails over any more
specific provision to the contrary within this chapter. The purpose of this provision is to
prevent any inadvertent favoring of commercial speech over noncommercial speech or
favoring of any particular noncommercial message over any other noncommercial
message. This provision does not create a right to increase the total amount of signage on
a parcel, nor does it affect the requirement that a sign structure or mounting device be
properly permitted.



Meeting of the Mayor and Council
August 28, 2025
Page 12 of 21

§106-147 Feathered, teardrop or advertisement flag signs

A.

Purpose:
The purpose of this section is to regulate the use of flag advertisement signs to ensure

they are compatible with the surrounding built environment. do not pose safety
hazards and maintain the aesthetic character of the Borough.

Definition

Feathered or teardrop advertisement signs are temporary signs freestanding sign made
of fabric, vinyl or similar material, mounted on a pole or flexible shaft, that displays a
commercial message or advertisement.

C. Permitted Zones

D.

E.

a. Central Business District Zone

b. General Business District Zone

c. Light Industrial Zone

d. Mixed Use District Zone

e. Community Commercial Zone

Quantity: No more than one (1) flag advertisement signs shall be permitted per
business.

Location:

1. Shall be located entirely on private property.

Must be set back a minimum of ten (10) feet from all property lines.

Must not obstruct pedestrian walkways. driveways, or sight triangles.

Sl

For those businesses which do not have a setback of more than ten (10) feet,
permission must be given by the Borough, and if required, with specific insurance

requirements.

5. No such sign shall block pedestrian movement, access to benches, access to parking
meters or access to motor vehicles, or pose sight/view obstructions to pedestrians or
vehicular traffic, or block the five-foot passage required by the Americans with
Disabilities Act for pedestrians.

Height:

Maximum height shall be 15 feet measured from grade to the top of the sign.
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G. Size:

1. Maximum flag dimension shall be 3 feet wide by 10 feet.

2. Maximum area: 30 square feet per flag.

H. Hlumination: Flag advertisement signs shall not be illuminated in any manner.

1. Display Hours: Flag advertisement signs may be displayed only during business
operating hours.

I. Construction and Maintenance:

1. Flag materials must be durable and weather-resistent.

2. All flag signs must be securely fastened to prevent movement beyond natural
swaying.

3. Torn, faded or damaged flags must be replaced promptly.

4. Flag poles or bases must be properly anchored and not pose a trip hazard.

J. Duration:

1. Siegns for new businesses will be permitted to be displayed for no more than two
(2) months from the date of opening.

2. The flag advertisement sign is to be permitted for no more than 28 days per
calendar year from date of zoning permit.

K. Prohibited Uses:

1. Flags used as attention-getting devices (e.g. with flashing lights or motion
features such as streamers or pennants) are prohibited.

2.  No flag signs shall be permitted in residential zoning districts, unless associated
with a permitted home occupation and subject to Planning or Zoning Board

approval.

L. Permit Requirements:

1. A zoning permit is required prior to the installation of any flag advertisement
sign.

2. The permit shall expire one (1) year from date of issuance.

3.  Permit application shall include:
a. Scaled site plan showing proposed location.

b. Design, dimensions, and materials.

M. The Zoning Officer may direct that any sign which, in the discretion of the Zoning
Officer, violates this section or creates a safety hazard be removed, modified or
relocated. Additionally feathered or tear drop signs shall be removed by the owner
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when forecasted winds exceed 20MPH by National Weather Service at Newark
Liberty International Airport or other inclement weather affecting the sign shall occur.

N. The Chief of Police may direct that any sign which, in the discretion of the Chief of
Police, creates a safety hazard or causes a sight obstruction to pedestrians or vehicular
traffic be removed, modified or relocated.

O. Enforcement — Enforcement shall be by any Borough employee or officer.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or
provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply
only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and
publication in accordance with applicable law.

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-23. NONE
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-23. NONE

A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to close Public
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-23.

All in favor: v, opposed: none

Discussion: NONE

A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Ordinance No.
25-23.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL.: Councilman Foley, Chair — No report

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair — No report

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair — No report
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PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair

In addition to their reoccurring activities, DPW employees performed the following duties: Setup and
take down tables and chairs at the Sports Complex for numerous Recreation activities/events. Clean
up the common areas around the Municipal Complex. Mow, trim and maintain all municipal owned
properties and parks as needed. Water the flowers and weed the street side pots on a daily basis.
Continue to perform street sweeping operations. Weed the landscaping beds. Cut down the shade tree
at intersection of Myrtle Avenue and Center Street.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair
No report, but I will officially welcome our three new Police Officers who were sworn in earlier to
Garwood. Be safe and do right, gentlemen!

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair

Recreation: Youth Soccer Programs (US Sports Institute) begin September 20" and run until Oct.
25" These programs are open for ages 1.5 to 7 and the programs will take place on Saturdays.
Registration is now open! Visit www.garwoodrec.com to register. Starting Monday, September
22" in the evening, there will be two programs offered at the rec center for grades K-5" for 6
weeks. Registration is now open for the following: Legends and Lore, provided by Crayola
Imagine Arts Academy. From sea creatures of the deep to phoenixes in the sky, every society has
its legends and lore. We’ll tell their stories through paintings, sculptures and other works of art.
These legends may inspire awe, curiosity or surprise, but they all inspire our imaginations! Science
Surprise, provided by Mad Science. Young scientists will mix, bubble, and fizz their way through
thrilling experiments! From hands-on chemistry madness with dazzling reactions and kitchen
concoctions to uncovering nature’s secrets with bug investigations and earth explorations, every
session will be packed with excitement. Kids will solve mysteries like detectives, build wild
machines, uncover movie magic, and dive into the science behind toys and weather—all while
sparking curiosity and making discoveries! Adult Programs are now open for registration: Adult
Open Play Soccer: Friday evenings from 8 pm to 9:50 pm on the turf field. Free! If you already
signed up, just show up! If you haven’t registered yet, you can do so at: www.garwoodrec.com.
Adult Open Play Basketball: This will start back up in September on Wednesday evenings from
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm. This is free and registration for this program can be done at:
www.garwoodrec.com Adult Ceramics: take home a themed ceramics piece! The dates are on
Wednesdays: October 22", November 19", and December 10'". Register at www.garwoodrec.com
Canvas Painting: Create a canvas masterpiece using acrylic! This class will take place on
Wednesday, December 3™ at 7 pm. Register at www.garwoodrec.com Winter Programs: Youth
Basketball: Youth basketball is back and registration will open up end of September. The season
will run from December until February. A new program, Cheer and Dance Squirts, will be taking
place inside the Rec Center in January and February 2026 on Saturdays. This program, provided
by US Sports Institute, will be open to ages 3-8. Upcoming Community Events: Halloween Parade
and Costume Contest taking place on Halloween night. Halloween House Decorating Contest:
enter into the contest by October 25" to win bragging rights and a gift card!

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow

September 2, 9. 16, and 23 at 3:15 - CODE FORWARD- offers middle school students the
opportunity to learn computer programming languages such as Java, Python, and more. Contact
the library for more information. September 10 from 10 am to Noon - Union County Division of
Aging Staff will be on hand to assist seniors (age 60+) or their caregivers with information on
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services, such as meal delivery, respite care, adult day care and support services for caregivers.
September 18, 25 and October 2 and 9™ Coding with Unruly Splats Unruly Splats transforms
coding into an active engaging experience where kids stomp jump and play their way to learning
essential STEM skills. Registration is required limit 10, For children in 2™ grade through 5™ grade.
September 23 Storytime - Join Miss Maryanne, Library Director for a series of popular children’s
books. Registration is required. Limit 12. Regular library hours have been restored with the recent
repair to the air conditioning unit: The current hours at the library are: Monday -Thursday 9 am
to 8 pm, Friday 9 am to 4:30 pm, Saturday 10 am to 1 pm.

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney

The Garwood Board of Education held its regular monthly meeting this past Tuesday, August
19th. Items of note include the retirement of our long-time Principal, Mrs. Emmons, at the end of
this year. All Clark schools, including ALJ, will be closed on September 16th due to a local special
election on a school referendum regarding facility updates. Many school buildings in Clark serve
as polling places. The next Board of Education meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 16th,
and that’s all for this report.

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock

Our last meeting on August 21 was a lot fun with lunch and bingo of course. Our next meeting
is on September 4™ at Knights of Columbus at 12pm. And of course, don’t forget the senior bbq
on Saturday, Sept. 13™.

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney — no report

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley — no report

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney
The August 27th meeting was cancelled due to a lack of business. The next Planning Board
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 24th.

OFFICER’S REPORTS: PREVIOUSLY REPORTED

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone,
and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

1. Frank Kelly — 306 Willow Avenue — The property owner of 337 and 339 South Avenue
addressed the Council to seek clarification regarding the availability of parking spaces
along the 300 block of South Avenue. He expressed concern that only paid parking options
are currently accessible, which presents challenges for accommodating his tenants. He
noted that installing a driveway would require the removal of two to three on-street parking
spaces and the elimination of two front yards—an outcome he hopes to avoid. Accordingly,
he requested the Council’s guidance and support in identifying a viable solution to this
issue.
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A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to close

public comment.

All in favor: v, opposed: none

Discussion: The Mayor acknowledged the concern and assured the resident that the matter would
be referred to the Police Committee for further review. She noted that she would consult with Chief

Pridy to obtain a formal response and committed to following up with the resident after the
meeting.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda;
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-167

RESOLUTION AWARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY SERVICES

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has determined the need for professional
Information Technology (IT) services to support municipal operations and ensure the security and
efficiency of its digital infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, eMazzanti Technologies, located at 701 Grand Street, Hoboken, New Jersey
07030, has submitted a proposal to provide said IT services; and

WHEREAS, the total base cost for the proposed IT services is $14,784, with additional
out-of-scope services to be billed at a rate of $100 per hour, not to exceed a total cost of $30,000;
and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:

1. The contract for IT services is awarded to eMazzanti Technologies, located at 701
Grand Street, Hoboken, New Jersey 07030, in the amount of $14,784. Any out-
of-scope services shall be billed at a rate of $100 per hour, with total expenditures
not to exceed $30,000. The contract term shall commence on October 1, 2025, and
conclude on September 30, 2026, with an option for renewal.

2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to
effectuate the award of this contract.

3. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this
resolution and the professional services contract on file and available for public
inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and
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4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a copy of this
notice as required by law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-168

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM
NICKOLAUS CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received a quote from Nickolaus Construction
Co., Inc. in the amount of Thirteen Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty Dollars and No Cents
($13,830) for Basketball Court Resurfacing; and

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase is provided through the following source(s): the
2025 Kids Recreation Trust Grant in the amount of $6,915, with the remaining $6,915 to be funded
by the Borough of Garwood, as part of a matching grant program authorized for improvements
and equipment;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that:

1. The contract quote submitted by Nickolaus Construction Co., Inc. in the amount of $13,830
is hereby approved.

2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate the
contract and disburse payment accordingly.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-169

RESOLUTION AWARDING THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR THE
CIRCULATION ELEMENT TO HARBOR CONSULTANTS, INC.

WHEREAS, pursuant to New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et.
seq. and N.J.A.C. 5:34, et. seq., the Borough of Garwood (“Borough”) solicited bids for the
Borough of Garwood Circulation Element; and

WHEREAS, proposals were received and reviewed in accordance with the Borough’s
procurement policies and procedures; and

WHEREAS, Harbor Consultants, Inc., located at 320 North Avenue East, Cranford, NJ
07016, submitted a proposal deemed responsive, responsible, and in the best interest of the
Borough; and
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:

1. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement
with Michael Mistretta, PP, LLA of Harbor Consultants Inc., 320 North Avenue
East, Cranford, New Jersey 07016 for the 2025 Circulation Element services for
the Borough of Garwood; and

2. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this
resolution and the professional services contract on file and available for public
inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and

3. In an amount not to exceed Fifteen Thousand Six Hundred and Fifty Dollars
($15,650); and

4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a copy of this
notice as required by law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-170

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM
NATIONAL HIGHWAY PRODUCTS

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received a quote from National Highway
Products in the amount of Thirty-Thousand Two-Hundred One Dollar and Eighty-Four cents
($30,201.84) for pedestrian crosswalk signals; and

WHEREAS, the pedestrian signals and related equipment are available from National
Highway Products through Somerset County Co-Op, CC-0099-24; and

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase is provided through the following source(s): the
2025 Infrastructure Grant in the amount of $15,100.92, with the remaining $15,100.92 to be funded
through Bond Ordinance 25-18, as part of a matching grant program authorized for the Center
Street Safety Corridor Project;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that:

3. The contract quote submitted by National Highway Products in the amount of $30,201.84
is hereby approved.

4. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate the
contract and disburse payment accordingly.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-171

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION FOR 2026 UNION COUNTY
LOCAL ARTS GRANT

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State
of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Borough Administrator to prepare, sign and submit a 25%
matching grant application for 2026 UNION COUNTY LOCAL ARTS GRANT.

LOCAL MATCH: $1,250 GRANT REQUEST: $5,000
RESOLUTION NO. 25-172

RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE SIDEBAR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AND THE POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION,
LOCAL 117

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“Borough”) and Policemen’s Benevolent
Association, Local 117 (““‘Association’) are signatories to a contract (“Agreement”) for the period
of January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2026; and

WHEREAS, Article VIII of the Agreement governs the clothing and allowances provided
by the Borough to newly appointed officers; and

WHEREAS, the Borough and PBA desire to modify Article VIII of the Agreement
regarding the uniform for newly appointed officers and to afford current officers to modify their
current uniforms; and

WHEREAS, the Borough and PBA negotiated a uniform sidebar agreement reflecting
the changes to uniforms for new hires and the ability for current employees to update their
uniforms as the cost of the Association; and

WHEREAS, the PBA has executed the uniform sidebar agreement on August 26, 2025;
and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is desirous of ratifying and executing the sidebar
agreement; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood hereby ratifies the sidebar agreement between the Borough of Garwood and Policemen’s
Benevolent Association, Local 117 which modifies Article VIII of the collective negotiations
agreement and further authorizes the Mayor to execute the sidebar agreement on behalf of the
Borough.
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CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL:

A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Kearney to adopt Consent
Agenda.

Discussion: None

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: NONE

NEW BUSINESS: NONE

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed
and ratified.

A motion was made by Councilman Foley second by Councilwoman Boto to adopt Payment of
Claims Resolution.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on September 9, 2025 at 7:00 P.M.
in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org/gb_notices

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Councilman Foley to adjourn.

All in favor: v, opposed: none

Time:7:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

P ﬂ/ﬁ/{ 6’.,44'1,? Z/nt? cﬁ:.a/

Patricia Vazquez
Acting Borough Clerk
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