
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
August 14, 2025 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  Present 
Councilwoman Boto  Present  Councilman Lazarow  Present 
Councilman Foley  Excused  Councilman Padusniak Present 
Councilman Kearney  Present  Council President Nolde Excused 
 
Also present, staff and professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Victoria Holmes, Borough Attorney 
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 
Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk 
 
PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS: NONE 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Attorney – no report 
 
Report of Borough Administrator 
There has been some misinformation online that the sign ordinance on the agenda for tonight 
changes the allowable size of political signs. This is incorrect. This is just moving the language to 
make it clearer, as well as some changes that were recommended by the Garwood Small Business 
Association and which were discussed, supported, and encouraged by the planning board. You can 
watch recent planning board meetings on YouTube to see those discussions. For the 2025 Kids 
Recreation Trust Grant, we are looking to apply for solar lighting and gravel at the Athletic Field 
Complex, to make the walkway safer at night. We are already working on this project with a prior 
year’s grant but that will not be enough funding to extend the lighting for the full length of the 
walkway. Resolution No. 25-165 is a contract for sewer line repairs. This is just the first round of 
repairs from some of the highest priority spots that needed work according to our engineer. We 
are working with our engineer to identify other priority spots and to complete further repairs later 
this year. We are working with a company to assess cleaning up the Garwood Brook. We are 
planning to meet with them next week to identify areas of overgrowth and costs for cutting back 
and treating invasive species. This is a very large-scale project that would require substantial 
funding and might need to be completed either later this year or next year. We also recently 
completed the bike lane striping on Center Street.  
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The Mayor provided remarks following the Borough Administrator’s report, encouraging residents 
to review the Planning Board meetings for a comprehensive understanding of the discussions 
surrounding the sign ordinance. This topic was addressed over the course of several sessions, and 
the resulting updates reflect a collaborative effort between the Planning Board committee and local 
stakeholders. The revised ordinance is expected to benefit the borough’s businesses. The Mayor 
extended sincere thanks to Ms. Villagio and Ms. Hay for their contributions to the process. In 
addition, the Mayor addressed ongoing concerns related to the brook project, specifically the 
presence of Japanese knotweed and its impact on flood wall planning. Councilman Padusniak 
shared his personal experience with the invasive plant, noting that even after two years, eradication 
efforts remain challenging. The Mayor expressed appreciation to residents for their continued 
patience and engagement as the borough works toward effective solutions. 
 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
As you’ve seen on Center Street our long-awaited bike lanes have been painted.  They were painted 
using thermoplastic paint which will last longer than regular traffic paint and also has better 
reflectivity. This project is something that has been discusses for a long time, going back the 
Rutgers Bicycle Network Plan conducted in 2020.  Again, the bikes lanes are more than ¾ funded 
by the Sustainable Jersey grant we received this year, along with the Infrastructure Grant from 
Union County. I’ve heard from many residents about how excited they are to see the lanes, and 
there’s a lot of bikers out there who I’ve already seen utilizing them. I’ve even heard from some 
neighbors who will be using Garwood as their example to push their own communities to install 
bike lanes, which I think is great for Garwood to be on the forefront of this in our area. We have 
also installed bike racks at three locations, one of which is here at Borough Hall, the other two are 
adjacent to the train station, which goes along with our goal of transit-oriented developments and 
a bike friendly downtown. I want to thank the Garwood PBA for generously donating these bike 
racks, they are great additions to the town. A reminder that it is state law that bikers must ride in 
the street, not along the sidewalk, and they must go with the flow of traffic.  This is the law for e-
bikes as well. So please encourage your children who are riding to abide by that law and remind 
them to wear their helmet as well. Some updates from the Raritan Valley Line Mayor’s Alliance.  
We recently put out an op-ed encouraging residents along the line to continue to pressure their 
local legislatures to support full funding for the Gateway Plan which I’m happy to say is seeing 
momentum. As I spoke about previously, I along with Cranford, Fanwood and Westfield’s Mayors, 
met with Governor Phil Murphy and NJ Transit’s President and CEO Kris Kolluri to discuss long-
term and short-term goals for the Raritan Valley Line. Just last week, the RVL Mayors received 
an official letter from Mr. Kolluri confirming their agreement to adding the one-seat ride to the 
shoulders of the peak.  NJ Transit is working to modernize their fleet and will be receiving its new 
multi/level cars by the spring/ early summer of 2026.  This will allow them to implement the 
additional shoulders of the peak rides in late summer/early fall 2026. The letter also committed to 
start the concept plan and preliminary engineering on the Hunter flyover by the fall of this year.  
He also informed us that Amtrak has now been given the charge to implement the New York Penn 
Station transformation project, which is a step in the right direction to bring the expansion project 
to fruition. All of this is great news for Garwood, and our residents but of course, we need to keep 
pushing. I encourage everyone to reach out to our State Senator and Assemblywomen, as well as 
our Congressman and Senators to continually remind them of the importance of funding the full 
project. The news was heartening, and in the short-term the shoulder of the peak rides will be great, 
but we need to make sure the whole project stays on track through the coming years. Changing 
subjects, I want to let our Garwood Seniors know that the Borough’s Senior Department will be 
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partnering with the Garwood Lions Club for their senior bbq picnic this year.  Details are still 
being finalized, but it will be on September 13th at 12 pm at the Knights of Columbus. Also, on 
September 11th, the Borough will be hosting a remembrance service on 9/11 honoring our first 
responders and all those we lost on that day.  Pease join us at 7pm here in Borough Hall. 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto – Just a quick comment that came to mind regarding the sign ordinance. To the 
incoming 8th graders, your graduation signs are in no danger. Thank you. 
 
Councilman Foley – no comments 
 
Councilman Kearney – Thank you, Mayor! I’ll be brief! I encourage everyone to check out the 
Garwood Police Department’s press release today about the recently completed installation of the 
new bike lanes on Center Street. It includes a reminder that bicyclists, like drivers, are responsible for 
following the rules of the road, and an excellent summary of the portions of Title 39 applicable to 
those operating bicycles. This includes, in part, bicycle operators yielding to pedestrians and riding 
on roadways instead of sidewalks. As an additional reminder, parents can be held responsible for 
violations of Title 39 committed by children operating bikes, including e-bikes. I’m very excited to 
see bicycle lanes come to Garwood, which was a long-term project as the Mayor indicated in her 
report, undertaken by current and former Council Members going back to 2020. I anticipate 
continuing our collaborative efforts on this Council to enhance roadway, pedestrian, and traffic safety 
for all residents of Garwood, a matter frequently raised by the community. Thank you. 
 
Councilman Lazarow – emphasized the power of civic engagement, noting that advocacy 
directed toward legislative bodies can yield tangible results—especially in areas such as NJ 
Transit, where community input has the potential to drive meaningful improvements. The Mayor 
echoed Councilman Lazarow’s sentiments, highlighting the persistent efforts of the Raritan Valley 
Mayor’s Alliance. After years of lobbying for enhanced transit options, the alliance successfully 
secured off-peak one-seat rides and same-platform transfers. A verbal commitment has also been 
made to pursue further expansions of these services. 
 
Councilman Padusniak – Noted that Japanese knotweed is a highly invasive species, notoriously 
difficult to eradicate and may require a State response because of how quickly it grows. 
 
Council President Nolde – no comments 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on July 10 and July 24, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept the 
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
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COMMUNICATIONS: RECEIVED AND FILED 

1. Planning Board minutes – May 28, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/5_28_2025_PB_Minutes.pdf  

 
2. Elizabethtown Gas Company Notice of Public Hearings scheduled for August 28, 2025 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Elizabethtown_Gas.pdf  

 
ORDINANCES:   
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-22 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-22 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 160 ENTITLED “TOWING”, ARTICLE II, 

“CONDUCT OF WRECKERS”, SUBSECTION 160-11, “FEE SCHEDULE”. 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 160 ENTITLED “TOWING”, ARTICLE II, 

“CONDUCT OF WRECKERS”, SUBSECTION 160-11, “FEE SCHEDULE”. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) has previously adopted Chapter 
160, Article II, Subsection 160-11 which sets forth the rates for towing and storage fees; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council seeks to increase the towing and storage fees and amend 

the Code with the new fees; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of 

Garwood that Chapter 160 (Towing), Article II (Conduct of Wreckers), subsection 160-11 of the 
Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood is hereby amended as follows (additions underscored, 
deletions struck-through): 
 
§ 160-11. Fee schedule.  
 
No licensee shall impose any fee for the towing, transporting, conveying or otherwise 
removing any vehicle in or from the Borough of Garwood in excess of the following fees: 

A. Towing and storage fees. 
 

Service Fee 
Towing service:  
Light-duty tow, Category 1 (0 to 6,000 lbs GVW) $80 125 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/5_28_2025_PB_Minutes.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/5_28_2025_PB_Minutes.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Elizabethtown_Gas.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Elizabethtown_Gas.pdf
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Medium-duty tow, Category 2 (6,001 to 
26,000 lbs GVW) 

$140 250 

Heavy-duty tow, Category 3 (26,001 lbs GVW and 
over) 

$400 per hour 

Low bed trailer heavy-duty service $450 per hour 
Mileage charge:  
Per towed mile (first two miles free) $4 per mile 
Winching service:  
Light and medium duty $125 per hour 
Heavy duty $400 per hour 
Note: Winching fees are charged for pulling a vehicle back onto the roadway to put the 
vehicle into proper position to hook the vehicle to the tow truck, not pulling it onto a 
flatbed. 
Storage fee:  
Light duty, outside $35 40 per day 
Light duty, inside $45 50 per day 
Medium duty, outside $40 50 per day 
Medium duty, inside $50 75 per day 
Heavy duty, outside $100 per day 
Heavy duty, inside $125 per day 
Note: Storage fees start 1 hour after a vehicle is in impound and accrues on a daily basis. 
Yard fee $35 
Administration fee $10 
Service calls:  
Flats (per tire), jump starts, lock outs, gas delivery 
(plus cost of fuel) 

$85 

Accident cleanup (in 15-minute increments) $20 35 
Speedy Dry $15 50 per 50lb bag 
Car trans linkage (no keys) $45 
Tarping $100 
Tractor service $350 per hour 
Trailer converter dolly fee $2,500 
Release of brake cylinder $75 per brake 
Bumper removal $20 per bumper 
Air cushion recovery $5,000 up to 4 hours; $500 each additional 

hour 
Certified airbag operator $500 per hour 
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B. The following definitions and conditions apply to the above fees: 

(1) If the vehicle is removed from the scene of an accident, "days" is defined to relate to 
the time of the accident and it means 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
except state holidays. If not from an accident scene, "days" is defined to relate to the 
time from pickup to delivery of the vehicle entirely, and means from 8:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except state holidays. 

(2) No additional towing charges are permitted (flat-bedding, waiting time, winching, 
cleaning, additional labor or other charges) where only basic towing service is 
provided. "Basic towing service" means the removal and transportation of an 
automobile from a highway, street or other public or private road, or a parking area, 
or from a storage facility and other services normally incident thereto, but does not 
include recovery of an automobile from a position beyond the right-of-way or berm, 
or from being impaled upon any other object within the right-of-way or berm. 

(3) Storage rates are from any calendar day or part thereof. 

(4) "Inside" means completely indoors with a locking device. 

(5) "Outside" includes all storage facilities not inside. 

(6) No fees shall be charged to the Borough of Garwood for any towed, stored or 
impounded vehicle. The Borough of Garwood shall incur no liability by virtue of 
calling for or requesting any services performed under this chapter. 

C. Flat-bedding and winching. 

(1) No fees for flat-bedding and/or winching may be charged where only "basic towing 
service" as defined in Subsection B(2) above is provided. 

(2) Where allowed, no licensee shall impose any fee for flat-bedding and/or winching of 
any vehicle in or from the Borough of Garwood in excess of the above fees. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 

provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply 
only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of 
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 
publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-22 - None 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-22. 

1. Bruce Paterson – 325 Willow Avenue – Requesting clarification regarding the recent fee 
adjustments. 
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2. Laura Spina Thompson – 320 Pine Avenue – Requesting clarification regarding the designated 
towing location for vehicles. 

 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Lazarow to close Public 
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-22.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: Mr. Paterson and Ms. Spina’s concerns were thoughtfully addressed by the Mayor, 
the Police Chief, and members of the Council. The recent fee adjustment was enacted to 
modernize outdated rates and applies specifically to vehicles with expired or suspended 
registrations, those lacking insurance, or vehicles deemed abandoned. Individuals whose 
vehicles are towed will be notified of the towing destination. The Borough currently contracts 
with CES Towing and C&M Towing for these services. The revised fees are applicable solely to 
vehicles impounded by the Police Department. Councilman Kearney reaffirmed the Police 
Chief’s explanation, emphasizing that the fees are a pass-through cost—not a new financial 
burden on residents. Rather, they are directed at individuals whose vehicles are subject to 
impoundment due to violations. He also noted that the Borough benefits from additional services 
under the towing contract, such as coverage for patrol car breakdowns, without incurring separate 
charges. Maintaining competitive fee structures is essential to ensure continued vendor 
participation in future bidding cycles. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilwoman Boto to adopt Ordinance 
No. 25-22. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  EXCUSED  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde EXCUSED 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-23 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-23 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 106 ENTITLED “LAND USE”, ARTICLE XI, 

“SIGNS”, SUBSECTIONS 139-141, 144-146, AND NEW SUBSECTION 147 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) has previously adopted Chapter 
106, Article XI, Subsections 139-141 and 144-146 regarding signage; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council seeks to update the rules and regulations pertaining to 

signage; and  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of 
Garwood that Chapter 106 (Land Use), Article XI (Signs), subsections 139-141 and 144-146 of 
the Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood is hereby amended as follows (additions 
underscored, deletions struck-through): 
 
§ 106-139. Definitions. [Amended 7-12-1994 by Ord. No. 94-14] 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
SIGN — Any visible device, structure, object or part thereof, or device attached thereto or 
painted or represented thereon, for attracting attention, giving information, or for visual 
communication, or for purposes of enjoyment only, which displays or includes any letter, word, 
model, banner, flag, pennant, insignia, picture or device, representation or advertisement. The 
term "sign" shall also include movable signs such as those typically affixed to trucks or other 
commercial vehicles for the purpose of advertising or announcing ownership, or the product 
or service offered by the owner or operator. The term "sign" shall also include lighting devices 
designed to attract attention. For the purposes of this ordinance, the term "sign" shall not 
include "mural" or "public art", nor shall it include the flag, pennant, or insignia of any nation, 
group of nations, state, city or political unit. 
SIGN AREA — The entire face of a sign, including the advertising surface and any framing, 
trim or molding, but not including the supporting structure. Where there is no framing, the sign 
area shall be deemed to be the area of the smallest rectangular figure which can encompass all 
of the letters, and their supporting logos, or elements, if any. 
SIGN , ANNOUNCEMENT — A sign identifying an occupant of the premises and his/her 
activity. 
SIGN, EXTERIOR — Any sign located outside of a building and any sign located within a 
building when such sign is both: 1) visible from outside the building and 2) located within 12 
feet of the window or door through which the sign is visible.  
SIGN, FACADE OR WALL SIGN — A sign fastened to or painted on a wall of a structure in 
such a manner that the wall becomes the supporting structure for, or forms the background 
surface of the sign and which does not project more than twelve inches from such building or 
structure. Such a projection into the public right-of-way shall be permitted. 
SIGN, FEATHERED – also known as an advertisement flag or teardrop flag or flag sign is a type 
of portable advertising banner that is designed to resemble a feather.  Consistently of a narrow 
piece of printed fabric mounted on a lightweight frame, which allows the sign to wave or move in 
the wind. 
SIGN, FREESTANDING — Any non-movable sign which is not affixed to a building but 
standing apart therefrom. 
SIGN, ILLUMINATED — A sign having a source of light, including signs lighted internally, 
externally or by a combination of both, as well as reflectorized, and glowing signs.  
SIGN, INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED — Any sign which is illuminated by a light source 
which transmits light through the sign face from behind the sign face. The term "internally 
illuminated sign" shall also include, but not be limited to, awnings which are translucent or 
transparent and which meet the definition of signs and which are illuminated from the rear. 
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SIGN, OFFICIAL — Any sign, symbol or device erected and maintained by a federal, state, 
county or local government agency for the purpose of informing, guiding or protecting the 
public. 
FREESTANDING SIGN — Any nonmovable sign not affixed to a structure. 
SIGN, PORTABLE SIGN — A sign that can be single or double faced that is not permanent 
or affixed to a building or structure or the ground.[Amended 7-11-2017 by Ord. No. 17-12] 
SIGN, PROJECTING SIGN — A sign that is wholly or partly dependent upon a structure 
building for support and which projects more than 12 inches from a structure. 
SIGN, TEMPORARY SIGN — A sign or advertising display constructed of cloth, canvas, 
fabric, plywood, or other light material and designed or intended to be displayed for a short 
period of time. 

§ 106-140. Signs permitted in residential zones. [Amended 2-25-1997 by Ord. No. 97-03] 

A. Only the following signs are permitted in the residential zones: 

(1) One freestanding temporary sign related to construction activity ongoing on the lot, 
or a real estate announcement subject to the following restrictions: 

(a) Size: four square feet maximum. 

(b) Height: five feet maximum. 

(c) Setback: five feet minimum. 

(d) Display time period. Sign shall only be displayed during the time the 
construction is ongoing, or the real estate remains on the market. All such signs 
are to be removed within one week of the construction completion or real estate 
closing. 

(2) Institutional uses in residential zones may have not more than two signs, 
one freestanding sign and one facade sign, subject to the following: 

(a) Size: 40 square feet, maximum combined area of all signs. 

(b) Height - facade sign: two stories one story or 20 10 feet maximum. 

(c) Setback: five feet minimum. 
B. The freestanding sign may be double-faced. One face only shall be counted toward maximum 

size requirement. The freestanding sign may be internally illuminated. Lighting of the sign 
shall not be permitted between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

§ 106-141. Signs permitted in the Central Business, General Business and Community 
Commercial Zones. [Amended 7-12-1994 by Ord. No. 94-14; 2-25-1997 by Ord. No. 97-03;  
7-11-2017 by Ord. No. 17-12] 

Only the following signs are permitted in the Central Business, General Business and Community 
Commercial Zones: 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
August 14, 2025 

Page 10 of 24  
 
A. Residential uses shall be allowed to utilize all of the signs that are permitted for residential 

uses in residential zones. 

B. Signs for nonresidential uses are regulated as follows: 

(1) Commercial uses shall be allowed to utilize all of the signs that are permitted in the 
residential zones. 

(2) Structures which have less than a four-foot front yard setback shall be permitted to 
have one wall or facade sign for each tenant in the structure; the total sign area for 
all signs shall not exceed two square feet for each foot of building frontage, but in 
no circumstances shall total sign square footage exceed 40 square feet. In multi-
tenanted structures, the individual tenant sign shall be part of one sign structure. 

(3) Structures which have a front yard setback equal to or greater than four feet shall be 
permitted to have, in addition to the above wall signs, one six-square-foot sign 
projecting not more than three feet from the structure, but not into the public right-
of- way, with signage on both sides of the sign. 

(4) Multiple retail/commercial use structures (those with more than two tenants) with 
front yard setbacks equal to or greater than 10 feet shall be permitted the following 
signage: 

(a) One double-sided projecting or freestanding directory sign not to exceed 40 
square feet, which maintains a minimum five-foot setback from all lot lines, 
does not project more than five feet from the structure, has a maximum fifteen-
foot height, and is a minimum of 10 feet high at its lowest point. Bottom of sign 
must be at least three (3) feet above grade. This sign may be utilized for a listing 
of all tenants in the structure, or for the name of the development. 

(b) One wall/facade sign for each tenant not to exceed two square feet for each foot 
of front facade of the tenant space or a maximum of 40 square feet, whichever 
is less. 

(c) In the Community Commercial Zone only, a double-faced freestanding sign of 
60 square feet may be utilized in place of above, provided that it is no higher 
than five feet at its highest point. 

(5) Portable signs shall be permitted for retail trade, retail services and eating and 
drinking establishments, subject to the following regulations: 

(a) No such sign shall exceed 48 inches in height or width or eight square feet. 

(b) Signs may be constructed of only the following materials: painted wood, 
painted metal (with professional-quality painted message), heavy plastic, 
chalkboard or 
dry-erase board. They may not be lighted or flashing. 

(c) Portable signs may be constructed only as follows: two sandwich boards that 
support each other (A-frame) or easel-type or T-type frame. 
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(d) Signs may be displayed only within the side property lines, as extended, of the 
business advertised. No sign shall be permitted other than one which advertises 
such business. No more than one sign shall be permitted for each business. 
Signs may be displayed only during hours when the business is actually in 
operation and must be stored inside when not on display and when the business 
is not in operation. 

(e) Signs may be displayed only in the following locations: adjacent to the building, 
in an entrance alcove, or adjacent to the curb. No such sign shall block 
pedestrian movement, access to benches, access to parking meters or access to 
motor vehicles. Signs may not be placed in the public right-of-way without a 
sign permit from the Zoning Officer, which permit may be revoked at any time 
for noncompliance with this section. 

(f) No such sign shall block the five-foot passage required by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act for pedestrians. 

(g) No such sign shall block access to benches, motor vehicles or pose sight/view 
obstructions to pedestrians or vehicular traffic. 

(h) The Zoning Officer may direct that any sign which, in the discretion of the 
Zoning Officer, violates this section or creates a safety hazard be removed, 
modified or relocated. Additionally portable signs shall be removed by the 
owner when forecasted winds exceed 20MPH by National Weather Service at 
Newark Liberty International Airport high winds or other inclement weather 
affecting the sign shall occur. 

(i) The Chief of Police may direct that any sign which, in the discretion of the Chief 
of Police, creates a safety hazard or causes a sight obstruction to pedestrians or 
vehicular traffic be removed, modified or relocated. 

§ 106-144. General provisions. [Amended 2-25-1997 by Ord. No. 97-03; 7-11-2017 by Ord. 
No. 17-12] 

All signs shall comply with the following regulations, unless otherwise specifically stated in this 
chapter: 

A. Each nonresidential structure/use may display, in a consolidated space on a facade or 
window area not exceeding five square feet, a sign bearing the name, street number and/or 
type of business of the principal tenant, credit card signs, and special signs serving the 
public convenience such as "notary public," "public telephone," etc., or words or 
directions of similar import. This sign area is not counted within total sign area 
calculations. 

B. Temporary signs promoting grand openings, special sales, or other special events shall be 
permitted on all nonresidential structures or uses, provided they are limited to three in 
number, a total of 50 square feet in total area, are not within a public right-of-way, do not 
exceed the maximum height permitted in the zone in which the structure is located, and are 
displayed for a maximum of two-week periods, or a total of 28 days a year. Lighted or 
flashing temporary signs are not permitted. 
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C. All loading and shipping docks may be identified through the installation of one sign for 

each dock not exceeding five square feet in total area. 

D. The installation of on-site directional signs for the public such as entrance, exit, one way, 
stop, truck entrance, visitor parking, etc., shall be unregulated other than subject to site 
plan review by the approving authority, provided that they are no larger than two square 
feet in total sign area. 

E. One double-faced sign of a maximum six square feet total sign area may be installed on 
each vacant lot in nonresidential zones, provided it is set back a minimum of 10 feet from 
each lot line, and does not exceed a ten-foot height. 

F. Not more than two window signs promoting sales or products are permitted, provided that 
no more than 25% of the window space of any window is covered by such signs. These 
signs are not calculated within total sign square footage. 

G. Variable Message Signs, also known as Message Signs or Changeable Signs will be 
permitted. 

H. All wall, projecting, and freestanding signs permitted by this chapter, except those that 
are temporary and those that are permitted in residential zones, may be illuminated, 
subject to the following regulations: 

(1) No illuminated sign shall be of such a color or located in such a manner so as to 
diminish or detract in any way from the effectiveness of any traffic signal or similar 
official safety or warning device. 

(2) No illuminated sign shall be of the flashing or moving type scrolling type. 

(3) All illuminated signs shall be lit from behind or within the structure and the source 
of illumination shall not be exposed to view. All such light shall be shielded so that 
the light produced by them shines only on the premises where they are located. All 
such lighting for externally illuminated must be focused onto the signage and light 
source not visible from public view.  Light sources shall be directed away from 
rights-of-way and residential properties and shall be screened from residential zones. 

I. No sign shall be permitted which does not pertain to an occupant, service or product 
actually occupying or provided on the premises where such sign is located. 

§ 106-145. Prohibited signs. 

Signs prohibited in all zones shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

A. Signs which are placed on, or extend above, the roofline of any structure. 

B. Signs posted on fences, posts, utility poles or trees, or standing, installed or painted on 
curbs, retaining walls or sidewalks unless permitted under other Borough ordinances. 

C. Signs of the moving or revolving type. 

D. Portable signs. 
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E. Flashing signs. 
F. Intermittent signs, or signs in which the message changes. [Added 3-24-2009 by Ord. 

No. 09-07] 

G. Liquid crystal display signs. [Added 3-24-2009 by Ord. No. 09-07]  Light-Emitting Diode 
(LED) Sign 

§ 106-146. Signage exceptions. [Amended 3-24-2009 by Ord. No. 09-07] 

A. Signs of a political nature or signs advertising a community event are exempt from these 
regulations except must be limited to a maximum size of four square feet. as to sign size 
and location in applicable zones. All such signage is to be removed within one week of 
the date of the final decision or event in such matter. 

B. Subject to the landowner’s consent, a noncommercial message of any type may be 
substituted for any duly permitted or allowed commercial message or any duly permitted 
or allowed noncommercial message, provided that the sign structure or mounting device is 
legal without consideration of message content. Such substitution of message may be 
made without any additional approval or permitting. This provision prevails over any more 
specific provision to the contrary within this chapter. The purpose of this provision is to 
prevent any inadvertent favoring of commercial speech over noncommercial speech or 
favoring of any particular noncommercial message over any other noncommercial 
message. This provision does not create a right to increase the total amount of signage on 
a parcel, nor does it affect the requirement that a sign structure or mounting device be 
properly permitted. 

 
§106-147 Feathered, teardrop or advertisement flag signs  
 

A. Purpose: 
The purpose of this section is to regulate the use of flag advertisement signs to ensure 
they are compatible with the surrounding built environment, do not pose safety 
hazards and maintain the aesthetic character of the Borough. 
 

B. Definition 
Feathered or teardrop advertisement signs are temporary signs freestanding sign made 
of fabric, vinyl or similar material, mounted on a pole or flexible shaft, that displays a 
commercial message or advertisement. 

C. Permitted Zones 

a. Central Business District Zone 

b. General Business District Zone 

c. Light Industrial Zone 

d. Mixed Use District Zone 
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e. Community Commercial Zone 

D. Quantity:  No more than one (1) flag advertisement signs shall be permitted per 
business. 

E. Location: 

1. Shall be located entirely on private property. 

2. Must be set back a minimum of ten (10) feet from all property lines. 

3. Must not obstruct pedestrian walkways, driveways, or sight triangles. 

4. For those businesses which do not have a setback of more than ten (10) feet, 
permission must be given by the Borough, and if required, with specific insurance 
requirements. 

5. No such sign shall block pedestrian movement, access to benches, access to parking 
meters or access to motor vehicles, or pose sight/view obstructions to pedestrians or 
vehicular traffic, or block the five-foot passage required by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act for pedestrians. 

F. Height:   
 
Maximum height shall be 15 feet measured from grade to the top of the sign. 

G. Size: 

1. Maximum flag dimension shall be 3 feet wide by 10 feet. 

2. Maximum area:  30 square feet per flag. 

H. Illumination:  Flag advertisement signs shall not be illuminated in any manner. 

I. Display Hours:  Flag advertisement signs may be displayed only during business 
operating hours. 

I. Construction and Maintenance: 

1. Flag materials must be durable and weather-resistent. 

2. All flag signs must be securely fastened to prevent movement beyond natural 
swaying. 

3. Torn, faded or damaged flags must be replaced promptly. 

4. Flag poles or bases must be properly anchored and not pose a trip hazard. 

J. Duration:   

1. Signs for new businesses will be permitted to be displayed for no more than two 
(2) months from the date of opening. 

2. The flag advertisement sign is to be permitted for no more than 28 days per 
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calendar year from date of zoning permit. 
 

K. Prohibited Uses: 

1. Flags used as attention-getting devices (e.g. with flashing lights or motion 
features such as streamers or pennants) are prohibited. 

2. No flag signs shall be permitted in residential zoning districts, unless associated 
with a permitted home occupation and subject to Planning or Zoning Board 
approval. 

L. Permit Requirements: 

1. A zoning permit is required prior to the installation of any flag advertisement 
sign. 

2. The permit shall expire one (1) year from date of issuance. 

3. Permit application shall include: 
a.  Scaled site plan showing proposed location. 

b.  Design, dimensions, and materials. 

M. The Zoning Officer may direct that any sign which, in the discretion of the Zoning 
Officer, violates this section or creates a safety hazard be removed, modified or 
relocated. Additionally feathered or tear drop signs shall be removed by the owner 
when forecasted winds exceed 20MPH by National Weather Service at Newark 
Liberty International Airport or other inclement weather affecting the sign shall occur. 

N. The Chief of Police may direct that any sign which, in the discretion of the Chief of 
Police, creates a safety hazard or causes a sight obstruction to pedestrians or vehicular 
traffic be removed, modified or relocated. 

O. Enforcement – Enforcement shall be by any Borough employee or officer. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 
provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply 
only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of 
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 
publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Kearney to introduce Ordinance 
No. 25-23. 
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ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  EXCUSED  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde EXCUSED 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair – no report  
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair – no report 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
In addition to their reoccurring activities, DPW employees set up and dismantled tables and chairs at 
the Sports Complex, cleaned common areas at the Municipal Complex, and maintained all municipal 
properties and parks. They watered flowers, weeded street-side pots daily across the Borough, and 
continued scheduled street sweeping. Assisted with PSE&G's tree removal on Locust Avenue, 
cleaned up branches for disposal at the Fanwood Recycling Center, handled water mister setup for 
summer programs, supported Summer Camp preparations, assisted the Police  Department clean out 
the CD shed, installed new mulch in landscaping beds, placed intersection delineation signs at West 
Street/Spruce Avenue and on Hickory Avenue, and removed and transplanted a shade tree from 228 
Beech Avenue. 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
Thank you, Mayor!  I have last month’s activity report. The Garwood Police Department recorded 
2086 calls for service during the month of July, 2025.  These calls include, but are not limited to: 
387 motor vehicle stops, 55 parking complaints, 152 fixed traffic posts (Radar, Stop Sign, 
Distracted Driving), 231 building/property checks, 30 medical assists, 127 community policing 
posts, 7 walking posts, 14 suspicious person/vehicles investigated, 33 criminal investigations, 16 
motor vehicle crashes. I know I’ve highlighted the amount of work by our officers often in these 
reports lately, but it bears repeating that the volume of work coming from a small group of officers 
is really exceptional.  In addition to the number of car stops, our officers have stepped up 
community policing posts, and the increase in criminal investigations is a credit to our new 
Detective who is really working hard on follow-up while holding down a patrol shift due to our 
recent turnover with retirements, etc.  So, please, Chief Pridy, relay my thanks again to the troops! 
Also in the month of July Officer Shucai became a certified Alcotest™ operator after completing 
a week-longclass administered by the New Jersey State Police.  This enables the Officer to conduct 
breath testing in house for alcoholic beverage related DUIs, so congrats to her! The Garwood 
Police Department would like to remind everyone to be on the lookout for fraudulent phone calls 
and text messages, never give out any personal information over the phone. If you suspect 
fraudulent activity please report it to the Police Department immediately. Dangerous Intersection 
signs have been posted as you approach the Spruce Ave and West St. intersection, this intersection 
remains a high priority of the Police Department and the Police Committee. Both directions of 
West Street now have a regular stop sign, a flashing stop sign, a "stop ahead" sign, a dangerous 
intersection sign as well as rumble strips on the pavement. Spruce Ave now has, in both directions, 
a dangerous intersection ahead sign as you approach the intersections. The police department will 
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continue to monitor and enforce Stop Sign, careless driving and speeding violations in this area 
and borough wide. Mayor thanked PD and DPW for additional signage.  
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
Recreation: Summer Camp ended on August 1st and during that last week of camp, activities 
included: pushcart players theater group, Wacky Water Wednesday, tie dying, and carnival day. 
A big thank you to the Garwood DPW, the Garwood Police Department, the Garwood Fire 
Department, the Garwood Crossing Guards, the Garwood Public Library, and all of the camp 
counselors and CIT’s for making this summer a fun and safe one for the kids! Youth Soccer 
Programs (US Sports Institute) begin September 20th and run until Oct. 25th.These programs are 
open for ages 1.5 to 7 and the programs will take place on Saturdays. Registration is now open! 
Visit www.garwoodrec.com to register. Starting Monday, September 22nd in the evening, there 
will be two programs offered at the rec center for grades K-5th for 6 weeks. Registration is now 
open for the following: Art Blazers, provided by Crayola Imagine Arts Academy.  Discover the 
inspiring artworks and artists who have changed the world of art and the world as we know it and 
experiment with art techniques to express your ideas. Design a different unique, artist-inspired 
creationeach session. Science Surprise, provided by Mad Science. Young scientists will mix, 
bubble, and fizz their way through thrilling experiments! From hands-on chemistry madness with 
dazzling reactions and kitchen concoctions to uncovering nature’s secrets with bug investigations 
and earth explorations, every session will be packed with excitement. Kids will solve mysteries 
like detectives, build wild machines, uncover movie magic, and dive into the science behind toys 
and weather—all while sparking curiosity and making discoveries! Adult Programs are now open 
for registration: Adult Open Play Soccer: Friday evenings from 8 pm to 9:50 pm on the turf field. 
Free! If you already signed up, just show up! If you haven’t registered yet, you can do so at: 
www.garwoodrec.com. Adult Open Play Basketball: This will start back up in September on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm. This is free and registration for this program can 
be done at: www.garwoodrec.com. Adult Ceramics: take home a themed ceramics piece! The 
dates are on Wednesdays: October 22nd, November 19th, and December 10th. Register at 
www.garwoodrec.com. Canvas Painting: Create a canvas masterpiece using acrylic! This class 
will take place on Wednesday, December 3rdat 7 pm. Register at www.garwoodrec.com. Winter 
Programs: Youth Basketball: Youth basketball is back and registration will open up in September. 
The season will run from December until February. A new program, Cheer and Dance Squirts, 
will be taking place inside the Rec Center in January and February 2026 on Saturdays. This 
program, provided by US Sports Institute, will be open to ages 3-8. Community Events: Upcoming 
Fall events, hosted by the Garwood Recreation Committee, include: Halloween Parade and 
Costume Contest taking place on Halloween night. Halloween House Decorating Contest: enter 
into the contest by October 25th to win bragging rights and a gift card! 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
August 19, and 26 at 2 pm. - CODE FORWARD- Mathew Marczydlo, an alum of Garwood’s 
Lincoln School and soon-to-be graduate of the Academy for Information Technology (AIT) in 
Scotch Plains, is giving back to the community through the CODE FORWARD initiative, This 
free program offers middle school students the opportunity to learn computer programming 
languages such as Java, Python, and more.  This if or 5th grade students or older and you must 
register. August 15 @ 1 pm – Steam Sharks – Join the crew from Union County Magnet School 
for another fun Steam Program. Registration suggested. Limit 10. August 22 at 1 pm 5 @Magic 

http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
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Show Join Muscle Man Mike for a Space Adventure and some non-stop magic. Registration 
required. Limit 30. August Hours: Monday -Friday 9 am to 4 pm 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Garwood Board of Education will resume the regular monthly meeting schedule next week, 
on August 19th, beginning at 7 pm at Lincoln School.  The Mayor and I also resumed our monthly 
meetings with Board President April Farrell and our new Superintendent, Dr. Jason Marx.  It was 
great to meet Dr. Marx, and we look forward to continuing open communication and collaboration 
with the school district under the new administration. 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
Our next meeting is on August 21st at 12 pm at the Knights of Columbus and again the Senior 
BBQ Picnic will be September 13th at 12pm at the Knights of Columbus as well. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney – no report 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley – no report 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The next scheduled meeting of the Planning Board is Wednesday, August 27th, but please note 
that it may be cancelled due to a lack of business. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS: RECEIVED AND FILED 
Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for July, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_report_-_July_2025.pdf  
 
Property Maintenance/Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for July, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_Report_-_July_2025.pdf  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept 
Officer’s reports. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 
and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 

1. John Prichard, 410 Spruce Avenue – We need to support our police, fire and rescue 
squads. We need them in times of emergency. Need to also back our military. During 
Vietnam, three men from Garwood lost their lives.  

2. Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue – Raised several points regarding transportation and 
community engagement. They acknowledged prior NJ Transit initiatives led by the former 
Mayor and Council, and inquired about the volume of parking tickets issued in July on 
both the North and South sides. Questions were posed about the nature of infractions during 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_report_-_July_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_report_-_July_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_Report_-_July_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_Report_-_July_2025.pdf
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motor vehicle stops, how many resulted in citations, and whether traffic enforcement data 
would be made publicly accessible. Concerns were expressed about bike lane safety, 
including monitoring plans, historical benchmarks, and whether the Police Department 
contributed input during planning. Asked if a Town Hall is scheduled to facilitate public 
awareness and Q&A. Additional topics included the status of the rebid for the circulation 
study, public access to flooding incident reports, and comments on the sign ordinance. 
They also proposed formalizing the 250th Anniversary Committee as a standing body and 
noted that the Senior Club is developing a program to introduce all candidates at an 
upcoming meeting. 

3. Debbie Ledger, 66 Second Avenue – commended the effectiveness of the newly 
implemented bike lanes, noting that cyclists are consistently staying within designated 
areas and that no issues have been reported. Jill Pall expressed appreciation to the 
Department of Public Works for enhancing the visibility of roadway markings around 
Stephanie Gardens, which has improved access and parking for emergency responders. 
Additionally, emphasized the need to advocate for more direct, one-seat train rides. Despite 
increased service in the region, Garwood remains underserved, requiring commuters to 
travel to Westfield or Cranford to access reliable transit options. 

4. Laura Spina Thompson, 320 Pine Avenue –  sought clarification regarding regulations 
on residential signage and inquired about the total sewer fees collected to date. Questioned 
whether the recent water main expense had been a previously planned capital expenditure 
or an unforeseen cost, and asked how many vendor quotes were obtained prior to selecting 
a contractor. Additionally, the speaker referenced the presence of the Army Corps of 
Engineers in Cranford, where they are assessing issues related to sewer infrastructure, 
flooding, and brook conditions. They asked whether Garwood has initiated contact with 
the Corps to explore potential assistance. 

 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to close 

public comment. 

All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
The Mayor, Police Chief, and Council addressed a range of resident concerns, including traffic 
citations, bicycle lane enforcement, and infrastructure planning. The Police Department, which 
contributed to the design of the bicycle lanes, reaffirmed its role in promoting safe usage and 
clarified that cyclists are subject to the same traffic laws as motorists. Residents were directed to 
the Department’s Facebook page for detailed bicycle law information and encouraged to contact 
the Chief’s office for citation-specific inquiries. Councilman Lazarow emphasized the value of the 
police bicycle patrol program, while Councilman Kearney noted that enforcement is governed by 
state statute and does not require a local ordinance. Sewer fee assessments were discussed, with 
Mr. Arthur coordinating follow-up with the Chief Financial Officer to address questions raised by 
Ms. Thompson. Council clarified that sewer improvements have long been part of a broader 
infrastructure plan, and Councilman Lazarow stressed that the fee was implemented with caution. 
Three competitive quotes were reviewed, and the most cost-effective option was selected. As this 
is the first year of the program, future fixes may be expanded based on actual revenue collected, 
with the Finance Committee revisiting priorities at year-end. An updated Request for Proposals 
(RFP) was issued for the circulation element to support data-driven planning. Councilman Kearney 
reported that the sign ordinance was revised, with feathered signs being the only new inclusion, 
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and the Mayor provided additional clarification in response to resident inquiries. Residents were 
encouraged to review Planning Board discussions for signage background and visit the Police 
Department’s website for updates on bike lanes, flooding, and emergency services. The Mayor 
also shared positive news regarding the Army Corps of Engineers’ involvement in Cranford, 
noting that their data collection efforts will help inform Garwood’s flood mitigation strategy. 
While the project’s future remains uncertain due to frozen federal funding, the Mayor urged 
continued advocacy with legislators and congressional representatives to push for the release of 
necessary funds. It was confirmed that the 250th Anniversary Committee will not be established 
as a standing committee, and the Mayor reiterated her support for expanded NJ Transit service, 
including additional stops in Garwood. The Mayor responded to Mr. Paterson’s request for 
attending the Senior Club meet-and-greet reminding him to consider that many candidates have 
daytime work schedules, which may affect availability. The Police Chief acknowledged 
departmental progress despite staffing limitations, and the Mayor commended Chief Pridy’s 
leadership, noting that public safety has remained a top priority throughout her administration. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-158 
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING FIREFIGHTER MARC GALATI 
 

WHEREAS, Marc Galati has passed all physical and background requirements to become 
a firefighter for the Liberty Hose Co. #1, Garwood Fire Department, and; 
 

WHEREAS, no work which requires certification shall be undertaken until the certificate 
from the fire academy and/or certification from the Division of Fire Safety is obtained, as per the 
email from the New Jersey Division of Fire Safety on December 4, 2024; 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, 
County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoints Marc Galati as Fire Fighter for the 
Garwood Fire Department effective August 14, 2025. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-159 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION FOR 2025 GREENING 
UNION COUNTY TRUST FUND 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 

of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Borough Administrator to prepare, sign and submit a 
matching grant application for 2025 GREENING UNION COUNTY TRUST FUND GRANT 
FOR 2025 TREE PLANTING PROJECT VARIOUS LOCATIONS TOWN WIDE. 
 

TOTAL PROJECT COST:  $10,000 GRANT REQUEST: $5,000 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-160 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GRANT APPLICATION FOR 2025 KIDS 
RECREATION TRUST GRANT 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 

of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Borough Administrator to prepare, sign and submit a 
matching grant application for 2025 KIDS RECREATION TRUST GRANT. 
 

TOTAL PROJECT COST:  $80,000 GRANT REQUEST: $40,000 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-161 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A NEW POLICE VEHICLE 
 

WHEREAS, an invoice has been received from Johnson Dodge Chrysler Inc., 481 Rt. 46, 
Budd Lake, New Jersey 07828, for the purchase of one (1) 2025 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 4x4, 
in accordance with the specifications and invoice # N250611 dated 07/30/2025, attached hereto 
and made part hereof; and 
 

WHEREAS, said vehicle is purchased with funds from the Police Donations Trust 
Account in the amount of $36,000.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood 
hereby award the aforementioned purchase of vehicle for use by the Garwood Police Department 
in accordance with the specifications and invoice # N250611 attached hereto and made part hereof, 
from Johnson Dodge Chrysler Inc., 481 Rt. 46, Budd Lake, New Jersey 07828, and that the Police 
Chief of the Borough of Garwood be and is hereby authorized to enter such order on behalf of this 
Borough and to sign such documents as may be required to consummate this transaction.   
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough 
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-162 
 

HIRING NEW POLICE OFFICER – J. MATOS 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 
of New Jersey, hereby appoints Joseph Matos as a Step 3 Patrolman in the Garwood Police 
Department, effective August 18, 2025 at an annual salary of $64,622.52, in accordance with 
P.B.A. Contract 2023-2026. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that their employment is subject to the terms and 

conditions of employment in the Borough of Garwood, including one-year probation commencing 
August 18, 2025. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-163 
 

HIRING NEW POLICE OFFICER – T. WITZEL 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 
of New Jersey, hereby appoints Trevor Witzel as a Probationary Step Patrolman in the Garwood 
Police Department, effective August 18, 2025 at an annual salary of $48,000, in accordance with 
P.B.A. Contract 2023-2026. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-164 
 

HIRING NEW PER DIEM DISPATCHER – A. LONGO 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, Department of the Police is in need of a Civilian 
Police Dispatcher as defined in Chapter 34, Police Department, Article VI, Section 37-40 of the 
Code of the Borough of Garwood; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Civilian Police Dispatcher shall serve at the pleasure of the Mayor and 

Council under the direction of Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police in the Department of the Police. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood 

hereby hires Anthony Longo as Civilian Police Dispatcher. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood that Anthony 

Longo, shall be compensated $20.00 per hour as Civilian Police Dispatcher, Probationary Class, 
effective August 18, 2025. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that their employment is subject to the terms and 

conditions of employment in the Borough of Garwood, including one-year probation commencing 
August 18, 2025. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-165 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM  
NATIONAL WATER MAIN CLEAN COMPANY 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received a quote from National Water Main 

Cleaning Company in the amount of Twenty-Seven Thousand Two Hundred Forty-Nine Dollars 
and No Cents ($27,249) for sanitary sewer point repairs at various locations; and 
 

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase is provided through the following source(s): the 
2025 Operating Budget in the amount of $27,249 authorized for capital improvements and 
equipment.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that: 
 

1. The contract quote submitted by National Water Main Clean Company in the amount of 
$27,249 is hereby approved. 
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2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate the 

contract and disburse payment accordingly. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough 
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-166 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A REFUND FOR TAX OVERPAYMENT 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of 
Union, State of New Jersey, hereby approve the CFO/Treasurer to issue a refund check for the tax 
overpayments on the following properties: 
 
PROPERTY OWNER ADDRESS BLOCK/LOT AMOUNT 
MCLANE, MICHAEL & 
NICHOLAS 

416 OAK ST 202/19 $3,001.49 

    
 
REFUND TO: 
CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUNDS 
PO BOX 9202 
COPPELL, TX  75019-9760 
 
AMOUNT OF REFUND:  $3,001.49 
 
EXPLANATION:  3Qtr 2025 taxes were paid by CORELOGIC Tax Services in excess of the 
amount due. Refund is made to the tax servicer on behalf of the homeowner 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilwoman Boto to adopt Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Discussion: None 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  EXCUSED  Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde EXCUSED 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: NONE 
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NEW BUSINESS:   
 
NEW COMMITTEE – GARWOOD 250 REVOLUTION NJ COMMITTEE 
Councilman Chase Padusniak – Liaison 
Maryanne Duffy – Garwood Library Director 
Gabrielle Blevins 
Cindy Ringler 
Dylan Iorillo 
 
Councilman Padusniak extended his sincere appreciation to the committee members for their 
innovative event ideas and their continued collaboration with the Cranford community. The first 
official committee meeting is scheduled to take place this fall. 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed 
and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Councilman Kearney to adopt 
Payment of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  EXCUSED  Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde EXCUSED 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  NONE 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on August 28, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in 
Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto second by Councilman Padusniak to adjourn.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Time: 8:17 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Borough Clerk  
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