
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
July 24, 2025 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  Present 
Councilwoman Boto  Present  Councilman Lazarow  Absent 
Councilman Foley  Absent  Councilman Padusniak Present 
Councilman Kearney  Present  Council President Nolde Present 
 
Staff and professionals also present:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Michael Disko, Borough Engineer 
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 
Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk 
 
PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS: 
Hera Property Registry LLC Presentation – Mr. Arthur introduced Kevin Cydel from Hera 
Property Registry, who delivered a presentation outlining the organization's mission and services. 
Hera Property Registry maintains a comprehensive database of foreclosed and vacant properties. 
This complimentary program not only enhances municipal revenue but also serves as a valuable 
tool to support code enforcement efforts. 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Engineer 
THE NJDOT PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED THE SOLICITATION OF MA 2026 GRANT 
APPLICATIONS, WHICH WERE DUE JULY 1, 2025. OUR APPLICATION WAS 
SUBMITTED ON JUNE 20, 2025. STREET SECTIONS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 
SECOND AVENUE (ANCHOR TO OAK) – 1,050 LF MILL AND OVERLAY WILLOW 
AVENUE (OAK TO NEW) – 740 LF INSTALL NEW CURBS, MILL AND OVERLAY. 
SOUTH AVENUE –ADD SIDEWALKS WHERE MISSING. PAST AWARDS INCLUDE: MA 
2025 - $249,912. GALLOWS HILL, SOUTH MAPLE STREET AND SECTION OF WEST 
STREET (BEECH TO PINE). MA 2024 - $346,690. SECTIONS OF EAST STREET, NEW 
STREET AND WALNUT STREET. MA 2023 - $463,370. SECTIONS OF BEECH AVE., 
HEMLOCK AVE., AND MYRTLE AVE. MA 2022 - $330,000. SECTIONS OF FIFTH AVE., 
LOCUST AVE., MAPLE ST. & SECOND AVE. MA 2021 - $395,000. SECTIONS OF HAZEL 
AVE., HEMLOCK AVE., SPRUCE AVE. & 3RD AVE. MA 2020 - $380,000. SECTIONS OF 
CEDAR ST., HAZEL AVE., & OAK ST. BIDS RECEIVED FOR CONTRACT 2025-1 
RESURFACING OF SECTIONS OF EAST STREET, NEW STREET AND WALNUT STREET, 
ON MAY 15, 2025. BID RECOMMENDATION WAS FOR AN AWARD TO MIDWEST 
CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $324,007.02 FOR BASE BID AND ALTERNATES 
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1-3. WE HAVE A GRANT OF $346,690 FOR THIS PROJECT. THE CONSTRUCTION 
ESTIMATE WAS $376,908.80. BONDING HAS BEEN PUT IN PLACE AND AN AWARD IS 
ANTICIPATED ON JULY 24TH. WE WILL THEN PROCEED TO FORWARD THE AWARD 
DOCUMENTATION TO NJDOT. QUOTES WERE PREPARED FOR POINT REPAIRS TO 
SANITARY SEWERS AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS, INCLUDING: BASE BID - MAPLE 
STREET 3 REPAIRS, SECOND AVENUE 2 REPAIRS. ALT. #1 – SECOND AVENUE 3 
REPAIRS. ALT. #2 - SECOND AVENUE 2 REPAIRS. SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE 
ASSESSMENT LETTER REQUEST SUBMITTED ON JULY 18TH FROM NJDEP. 
 
Councilman Kearney addressed Mr. Disko with a series of comments and questions. He 
referenced previous discussions within the Police Committee and noted that during the prior 
meeting, a resident raised concerns regarding the lack of crosswalks on the southern end of Center 
Street approaching Unami Park. Specifically, the eight intersecting streets in that area currently 
lack crosswalks across Center Street. In reviewing the area, Councilman Kearney also observed 
that most curb cuts are not oriented to facilitate pedestrian crossing, and in several instances, sewer 
grates occupy the spots where curb cuts would naturally be located. He inquired whether there was 
any historical documentation from the last time Center Street was paved that might explain the 
existing layout. He emphasized that pedestrian traffic has increased in recent years, and this area 
has been identified multiple times through Safe Routes to School applications as needing improved 
walkability. Before advancing the matter within the committee, Councilman Kearney asked 
whether it would be feasible to select at least one intersection in that stretch to add an additional 
crosswalk. Currently, the first crosswalk does not appear until Pine Street. The Mayor requested 
clarification, and Councilman Kearney confirmed that the first crosswalk across Center Street is 
indeed located at Pine Street. The resident who attended the last meeting expressed a desire for at 
least one crosswalk to be added south of Pine. 
 
In response, Mr. Disko stated that his team would evaluate the area and identify a location 
that makes the most sense, in consultation with the Police Department. He committed to 
preparing a block-by-block memo with recommendations for potential improvements. 
 
Report of Borough Attorney – no report  
 
Report of Borough Administrator 
On tonight’s agenda you will see we are moving forward with many projects that we’ve discussed 
this year, including bike lane striping on Center Street, surveillance cameras for borough hall and 
the fire department, paving on East Street, New Street, and Walnut Street, and the pedestrian 
signal/ramp installation near the corner of South Avenue and West Street. Once approved, we hope 
to have these projects all completed by this fall or early winter, if not sooner.  We are also closer 
to having a start date for our concession vendor at the Athletic Field Complex. We have been 
corresponding with them regarding equipment and I know they have reached out for a final health 
inspection. We hope to have an announcement of a start date soon. 
 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
I want to thank our Police Department, Fire Department and DPW for their amazing work last week 
during the extreme weather event that produced such intense flooding. They did an amazing job, 
including 4 water rescues and taking care of multiple downed vehicles. Obviously, we all saw the 
videos and pictures of the flooding here and in towns west of us who were hit even worse, and our 
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condolences go out to those who lost their lives in Plainfield.  I want to stress that the flooding here 
and in the surrounding towns is due to the fact that we saw a huge amount of rain in such a short time.  
The sewer system simply cannot keep up.  The pumps at the underpass were working throughout, 
which is why once the rain stopped, the water was able to recede so quickly.  It was simply a matter 
of during this kind of downpour; the water has nowhere to go. And of course, with similar situations 
in Westfield and Cranford and down the line, it all contributes.  This was not a matter of a failure of 
the walls in the brook or that the brook hasn’t been cleared of debris, both of which are not the case. 
The brook including the pipe leading to Cranford by Lidl is inspected twice yearly and is in good 
shape.  So, the real problem is two-fold.  Due to climate change we are seeing these new types of 
storms where with the increasingly heated air, a huge amount of rain in a short period of time is 
produced, and then the sewer infrastructure we have cannot keep up.  Now this is the case throughout 
the State. I’ve seen plenty online making this party centric and saying Democratic officials are doing 
nothing.  Now, we all know this not the case, because A) you’ve heard me up here many times talk 
about the work we were trying to do with the Army Corp of Engineers and with Cranford over the 
past few years to address this --  not only here but in the surrounding towns which will help us here.  
And B) we all saw that plenty of Republican towns both here and down the shore get hit with these 
extreme floods. So, working together to press for more funding is the real way we achieve solutions 
for this. I’ve also seen the narrative that development is the root cause of this and the solution would 
be to repeal Mt. Laurel.  While I can understand the urge to jump to that conclusion, the truth is that 
here in Garwood, we have more permeable land than we did when I moved in even 16 years ago.  
Paperboard isn’t built at this time, and its open land but that didn’t stop it from flooding right in front 
of it. So, while we can discuss redevelopment, the fact is that even without these developments in 
Garwood, the underlying infrastructure here isn’t able to sustain these weather events.  And changes 
to the infrastructure must be changes that affect and help the whole region. Which is why this Council 
has been so loud about pushing for the kind of funding that can do that. And we’ll keep pushing for 
that, and in the meantime, we will continue to make sure our sewer lines remain clear, that any 
problem areas are fixed and that our brook is properly maintained, and we will be pushing for grants 
to improve the underpass pumps. Earlier this month, along with Fanwood, Cranford and Westfield’s 
Mayors, I met with Governor Murphy and NJ Transit CEO Kris Kolluri to discuss the challenges the 
Raritan Valley Line commuters experience and how to work towards some solutions. I want to thank 
them for hearing us out and committing to some improvements. Then last week, I met with Senator 
Andy Kim along with the other Mayor’s from the Raritan Valley Mayors Alliance to discuss our NJ 
Transit line.  NJ Transit representatives, along with Amtrak reps were also a part of the meeting.  At 
both meetings, we discussed both short-term and long-term goals.  Short-term, we will be working to 
get another direct train inbound on the shoulder, at around 9 am and at 7pm.  We will also be working 
to create more same-platform transfers at Newark, which is a real game changer for commuters.  Right 
now, we have 5 out of 9 trains with same platform transfers, and we’ll be looking to increase that 
number.  And NJ Transit will be working to improve the overall experience in Newark Penn Station, 
fixing platforms, signage, food areas, etc. The next crucial step for the long term we will keep working 
on is funding the Hunter Flyover, which would eliminate RVL trains from having to cross over 8 
tracks in Newark.  This is essential for the RVL line in terms of ever getting direct one seat rides 
permanently.  Long term goals are to complete construction of Gateway Phase 1 projects which are 
under way and also to acquire funding for Gateway Phase 2 projects including the expansion of NY 
Penn Station, which is also crucial to support permanent full-time one seat ride. I thank Senator Kim 
for getting involved and advocating on his end with Congress for this.  And I thank NJ Transit and 
Amtrak for working with us to achieve our goals.  We have a long way to go for some of the long-
term items, but I am encouraged that we are making substantive headway with our near-term goals. 
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This Sunday July 27 from 1-5pm, St. Anne’s Church will be holding its own food truck festival. There 
will be games for the kids, a 50-50, music and of course great food. Another fun summer event in 
Garwood! 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto – Thank you, Mayor. I would like to thank the Recreation Committee for a great 
ice cream social on Monday. It was a great event and it was nice the community involvement. 
 
Councilman Foley – no comments 
 
Councilman Kearney – no comments 
 
Councilman Lazarow – no comments 
 
Councilman Padusniak – Conveyed heartfelt condolences for the lives lost in the flooding, and 
extended sincere gratitude to the first responders for their courage and swift action. 
 
Council President Nolde – Echoed profound sorrow surrounding the tragic events, while 
conveying sincere appreciation and unwavering confidence in the dedication of first responders. 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on June 26, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Boto to accept the 
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: RECEIVED AND FILED 

1. RVSA minutes – June 12, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Minutes(3).pdf 
 

 
2. Township of Cranford – Introduced Ordinance No. 2025-17 - pertaining to Permitted and 

Conditional Uses in the C-1 Zone. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Clerk_to_Surrounding_Communities_-_O-2025-17-C-
1_Zone.pdf  

  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Minutes(3).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Minutes(3).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Clerk_to_Surrounding_Communities_-_O-2025-17-C-1_Zone.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Clerk_to_Surrounding_Communities_-_O-2025-17-C-1_Zone.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Clerk_to_Surrounding_Communities_-_O-2025-17-C-1_Zone.pdf
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ORDINANCES:   
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-21 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-21 
 

CREATING A NEW CHAPTER 162 IN THE  
MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “FILMING” 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) seeks to establish comprehensive 

regulations governing filming activities within its jurisdiction; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of 
Garwood that Chapter 162 shall be added to the Borough Code as set forth herein: 
 
§ 162-1 Definitions. 
 
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
 
FILMING 
 
The taking of still or motion pictures either on film or videotape or similar recording medium, for 
commercial or educational purposes intended for viewing on television, in theaters, major linear 
broadcast network or streaming platforms, or for institutional uses. The provisions of this chapter 
shall not be deemed to include the "filming" of news stories within the municipality. 
 
PUBLIC LANDS 
 
Any and every public street, highway, sidewalk, square, public park or playground or any other 
public place within the municipality which is within the jurisdiction and control of the 
municipality. 
 
§ 162-2  Permit required. 
 
A. No person or organization shall film or permit filming on public or on private property 

where such filming involves the use of public property for the operation, placement or 
temporary storage of vehicles or equipment utilized in such filming, including, but not 
limited to, any temporary structure, barricade or device intended to restrict or block off 
pedestrian or vehicular traffic, without first having obtained a permit from the office of the 
Borough Clerk, which permit shall set forth the approved location of such filming and the 
approved duration of such filming by specific reference to day or dates. Said permit must 
be readily available for inspection by Borough officials at all times at the site of the filming. 

B. All permits shall be applied for and obtained from the office of the Borough Clerk during 
normal business hours. Applications for such permits shall be in a form approved by the 
Borough Clerk and be accompanied by a permit fee in the amount established by this 
chapter in § 10 herein. 
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C. If a permit is issued and, due to inclement weather or other good cause, filming does not in 

fact take place on the dates specified, the Borough Clerk may, at the request of the 
applicant, issue a new permit for filming on other dates subject to full compliance with all 
other provisions of this chapter. No additional fee shall be paid for this permit. 

 
§ 162-3 Issuance of permits. 
 
A. No permits will be issued by the Borough Clerk unless applied for at least four (4) business 

days prior to the requested shooting date; provided, however, that it is at the discretion of 
the Borough Administrator to waive the four (4) day period if the applicant has obtained all 
related approvals and adjacent property owners or tenants do not need to be notified. 

B. No permit shall be issued for filming upon public lands unless the applicant shall provide 
the municipality with satisfactory proof of the following: 
(1) Proof of insurance coverage as follows: 

 
(a) For bodily injury to any one person in the amount of $500,000 and any 

occurrence in the aggregate amount of $1,000,000. 
(b) For property damage for each occurrence in the aggregate amount of 

$300,000. 
 

(2) An agreement, in writing, whereby the applicant agrees to indemnify and hold 
harmless the municipality from any and all liability, expense, claim or damages 
resulting from the use of public lands. 

 
(3) The hiring of an off-duty police officer, if required by the Chief of Police, according 

to the agreed upon public safety plan, for the times indicated on the permit. 
 

C. The holder of the permit shall take all reasonable steps to minimize interference with the 
free passage of pedestrians and traffic over public lands and shall comply with all lawful 
directives issued by the Police Department with respect thereto. 

§ 162-4 Interference with public activity; notice of filming. 
 
A. The holder of a permit shall conduct filming in such a manner as to minimize the 

inconvenience or discomfort to adjoining property owners attributable to such filming and 
shall, to the extent practicable, abate noise and park vehicles associated with such filming 
off the public streets. 

B. The holder shall avoid any interference with previously scheduled activities upon public 
lands and limit, to the extent possible, any interference with normal public activity on such 
public lands. Where the applicant's production activity, by reason of location or otherwise, 
will directly involve and/or affect any businesses, merchants or residents, these parties shall 
be given written notice of the filming at least three (3) days prior to the requested shooting 
date and be informed that objections may be filed with the Borough Clerk, said objections 
to form a part of applicant's application and be considered in the review of the same. Proof 
of service of notification to adjacent owners shall be submitted to the Borough Clerk within 
two days of the requested shooting date. 
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§ 162-5 Refusal to issue permit; employment of patrolmen and electrician. 
 
A. The Borough Administrator may refuse to issue a permit whenever the Administrator 

determines, on the basis of objective facts and after a review of the application and a report 
thereon by the Police Department and by other Borough agencies involved with the 
proposed filming site, that filming at the location and/or the time set forth in the application 
would violate any law or ordinance or would unreasonably interfere with the use and 
enjoyment of adjoining properties, unreasonably impede the free flow of vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic or otherwise endanger the public's health, safety or welfare. 

 
B. Further, the Borough reserves the right to require one or more on-site patrolmen in 

situations where the proposed production may impede the proper flow of traffic, the cost 
of said patrolman to be borne by the applicant as a cost of production. Where existing 
electrical power lines are to be utilized by the production, an on-site licensed electrician 
may be similarly required if the production company does not have a licensed electrician 
on staff. 

§162-6  Appeals. 
 
A. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Borough Administrator denying or revoking a 

permit or a person requesting relief may appeal to the Borough Council. A written notice 
of appeal setting forth the reasons for the appeal shall be filed with the Administrator. 

B. An appeal from the decision of the Administrator shall be filed within 10 days of the 
Administrator's decision. The Borough Council shall set the matter down for a hearing 
within 45 days of the day on which the notice of appeal was filed. The decision of the 
Borough Council shall be in the form of a resolution supporting the decision of the Borough 
Administrator at the first regularly scheduled public meeting of the Borough Council after 
the hearing on the appeal, unless the appellant agrees in writing to a later date for the 
decision. If such a resolution is not adopted within the time required, the decision of the 
Administrator shall be deemed to be reversed, and a permit shall be issued in conformity 
with the application or the relief shall be deemed denied. 

§ 162-7 Waiver of requirements of chapter by Administrator. 
 
The Borough Administrator may authorize a waiver of any of the requirements, provisions or 
restrictions of this chapter if the Administrator determines that a waiver thereof may be granted 
without endangering the public health, safety and welfare. In determining whether to issue a 
waiver, the Administrator shall consider the following factors: 
 

(1) Potential traffic congestion at the location. 
(2) The applicant's ability to remove the applicant's vehicles and equipment from the 

public streets or other public property. 
(3) The extent to which the applicant is requesting restrictions on the use of public 

streets or public parking facilities during filming. 
(4) The nature of the filming, including whether filming will take place indoors or 

outdoors, and the proposed hours for filming. 
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(5) The extent to which the filming may affect adjoining and nearby property owners 

and occupants. 
(6) The Borough's prior experience with the applicant, if any. 

 
§ 162- 8 Copies of permit; inspections. 
 
Copies of the approved permit will be sent to the Police and Fire Departments before filming takes 
place and to the New Jersey Motion Picture and Television Commission at njfilm@njeda.gov. The 
applicant shall permit the Fire Prevention Bureau or other Borough inspectors to inspect the site 
and the equipment to be used, if deemed necessary. The applicant shall comply with all safety 
instruction issued by the Fire Prevention Bureau or other Borough inspectors. 
 
§ 162-9 Reimbursement of certain costs. 
 
In addition to any other fees or costs mentioned in this chapter, the applicant shall reimburse the 
Borough for any lost revenue, such as parking meter revenue, repairs to public property or other 
revenues that the Borough was prevented from earning because of filming. 
 
§ 162-10  Fees. 
 

CATEGORY FEE (Not to exceed) 
  
Basic filming permit (one-time; with 5 or more days advance notice of 
the first day of filming) $100 

Expedited basic filming permit (one-time; with 4 or less days advance 
notice of the first day of filming) $250 

Basic filming permit for nonprofits, including student films (one-time; 
no daily rate required) $25 

  
Daily filming on public property  
Film and television projects with a budget under $20mm $150 
Film and television projects with a budget over $20mm $500 
  
Daily filming on private property No fee charged by Municipality 
  
CATEGORY FEE (Not to exceed) 
  
Public Safety  
Hiring of off-duty police and fire inspections, according to agreed upon 
public safety plan 

The municipality’s standard 
hourly rates for police and fire 

  
Inconvenience fees  
Street closures - less than 10,000 residents $1,000 per day 
Properties in background - or used - in shot Fee is negotiated between a 

production company and a 
private business or residence 

Daily prep of business that is being “dressed” Fee is negotiated between a 
production company and a 
private business or residence 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
July 24, 2025 
Page 9 of 24  

 
  
CATEGORY FEE (Not to exceed) 
Daily filming of business that is “dressed” Fee is negotiated between a 

production company and a 
private business or residence 

  
Parking fees Same rates that are charged to 

the public 
 
§ 162-11 Violations and penalties. 
 
Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a 
fine not exceeding $2,000, imprisonment in the county/municipal jail for a term not exceeding 90 days, 
or a period of community service not exceeding 90 days, or any combination thereof as determined by 
the Municipal Court Judge. Each day on which a violation of an ordinance exists shall be considered a 
separate and distinct violation and shall be subject to imposition of a separate penalty for each day of 
the violation as the Municipal Court Judge may determine. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 
provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply 
only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of 
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  

 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 
publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-21 - None 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-21 - None 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Kearney to close Public 
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-21.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: None 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Council President Nolde to adopt 
Ordinance No. 25-21. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  ABSENT 
Councilman Foley  ABSENT  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-22 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-22 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 160 ENTITLED “TOWING”, ARTICLE II, 

“CONDUCT OF WRECKERS”, SUBSECTION 160-11, “FEE SCHEDULE”. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) has previously adopted Chapter 
160, Article II, Subsection 160-11 which sets forth the rates for towing and storage fees; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council seeks to increase the towing and storage fees and amend 

the Code with the new fees; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of 

Garwood that Chapter 160 (Towing), Article II (Conduct of Wreckers), subsection 160-11 of the 
Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood is hereby amended as follows (additions underscored, 
deletions struck-through): 
 
§ 160-11. Fee schedule.  
 
No licensee shall impose any fee for the towing, transporting, conveying or otherwise 
removing any vehicle in or from the Borough of Garwood in excess of the following fees: 

A. Towing and storage fees. 
 

Service Fee 
Towing service:  
Light-duty tow, Category 1 (0 to 6,000 lbs GVW) $80 125 

Medium-duty tow, Category 2 (6,001 to 
26,000 lbs GVW) 

$140 250 

Heavy-duty tow, Category 3 (26,001 lbs GVW and 
over) 

$400 per hour 

Low bed trailer heavy-duty service $450 per hour 
Mileage charge:  
Per towed mile (first two miles free) $4 per mile 
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Service Fee 
Winching service:  
Light and medium duty $125 per hour 
Heavy duty $400 per hour 
Note: Winching fees are charged for pulling a vehicle back onto the roadway to put the 
vehicle into proper position to hook the vehicle to the tow truck, not pulling it onto a 
flatbed. 
Storage fee:  
Light duty, outside $35 40 per day 
Light duty, inside $45 50 per day 
Medium duty, outside $40 50 per day 
Medium duty, inside $50 75 per day 
Heavy duty, outside $100 per day 
Heavy duty, inside $125 per day 
Note: Storage fees start 1 hour after a vehicle is in impound and accrues on a daily basis. 
Yard fee $35 
Administration fee $10 
Service calls:  
Flats (per tire), jump starts, lock outs, gas delivery 
(plus cost of fuel) 

$85 

Accident cleanup (in 15-minute increments) $20 35 
Speedy Dry $15 50 per 50lb bag 
Car trans linkage (no keys) $45 
Tarping $100 
Tractor service $350 per hour 
Trailer converter dolly fee $2,500 
Release of brake cylinder $75 per brake 
Bumper removal $20 per bumper 
Air cushion recovery $5,000 up to 4 hours; $500 each additional 

hour 
Certified airbag operator $500 per hour 

B. The following definitions and conditions apply to the above fees: 

(1) If the vehicle is removed from the scene of an accident, "days" is defined to relate to 
the time of the accident and it means 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
except state holidays. If not from an accident scene, "days" is defined to relate to the 
time from pickup to delivery of the vehicle entirely, and means from 8:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except state holidays. 
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(2) No additional towing charges are permitted (flat-bedding, waiting time, winching, 

cleaning, additional labor or other charges) where only basic towing service is 
provided. "Basic towing service" means the removal and transportation of an 
automobile from a highway, street or other public or private road, or a parking area, 
or from a storage facility and other services normally incident thereto, but does not 
include recovery of an automobile from a position beyond the right-of-way or berm, 
or from being impaled upon any other object within the right-of-way or berm. 

(3) Storage rates are from any calendar day or part thereof. 

(4) "Inside" means completely indoors with a locking device. 

(5) "Outside" includes all storage facilities not inside. 

(6) No fees shall be charged to the Borough of Garwood for any towed, stored or 
impounded vehicle. The Borough of Garwood shall incur no liability by virtue of 
calling for or requesting any services performed under this chapter. 

C. Flat-bedding and winching. 

(1) No fees for flat-bedding and/or winching may be charged where only "basic towing 
service" as defined in Subsection B(2) above is provided. 

(2) Where allowed, no licensee shall impose any fee for flat-bedding and/or winching of 
any vehicle in or from the Borough of Garwood in excess of the above fees. 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 

provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply 
only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of 
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 
publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Padusniak to introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-22. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  ABSENT 
Councilman Foley  ABSENT  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
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COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair – no report 
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair  
(Councilman Kearney read for Councilman Lazarow) Here is an abbreviated year-to-date report 
from the Fire Chief.  The Garwood Fire Department has responded to 138 calls for service so far 
in 2025.  It’s highlighted that of these calls, in the first 23 days of July, the fire department 
responded to 34 calls for service, which is an average of more than 1 call per day.  There were nine 
calls for service, with four water rescues on the evening of the most recent storm on July 14th.  I 
did follow up briefly with the Fire Chief on this today; they did deploy water rescue gear, and they 
had boats on the trailer and on the road ready to go, but thankfully, it wasn’t necessary for any of 
the rescues that night.  Considering what happened to some of the towns directly to the north and 
west of us, I’m thankful it was there but not needed.  That’s all for this report! 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair – no report 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
Thank you, Mayor. Public Works employees handled regular waste and white goods collection, brush 
and grass pickup, and weekly sewer line maintenance. They cleaned litter and debris daily at the 
Sports and Recreation Complex, cleared both sides of the Center Street and Kennedy Plaza underpass 
sidewalks, repaired street and traffic signs across the Borough, maintained cleanliness around bus 
stops on North and South Avenues, and cleared stormwater inlets before and after heavy rain. 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
Thank you, Mayor!  The Police Committee met between the last two Council meetings.  We 
discussed an extensive agenda, most of which is not yet ready for the public session.  There are a 
few code changes that will be coming up.  We also had discussions regarding sightlines, which 
were carried over from our public conversation a few meetings back. We are working with the 
Chief and Mr. Arthur, reviewing data from ParkMobile as we approach the one-year mark with 
parts of the paid parking system operating. Also, a thank you to the Police Department for their 
work during last week’s storm.  I was listening to the police radio, and they were super busy, but 
everything was on point.  So Chief, please thank the troops for me! 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
Recreation:  Summer Camp is finishing up the  5th week of camp! Activities the last two weeks have 
included: Wacky Water Wednesdays with the Garwood Fire Department, Remarkable Raptors with 
the Garwood Public Library, an outdoor foam party, chalk art, a visit from an ice cream truck, and a 
K-9 demo with the Garwood Police Department. A big thank you to the following: The Garwood Fire 
Department for keeping the campers cool during wacky water Wednesdays. The campers love it! The 
Garwood Police Department for stopping by daily and interacting with the campers and for bringing 
out the K-9 demonstration to the camp this week! We’re looking forward to the bike rodeo next week! 
The Garwood crossing guards for being a consistent presence at camp and for keeping our campers 
safe to and from camp every day. DPW for prepping and assisting daily with needs. Our counselors 
and CIT’s for always bringing their energy and enthusiasm to rec every day! The Youth Soccer 
Program (US Sports Institute) will begin September 20th and will take place on Saturday mornings. 
Adult open play soccer: Friday evenings from 8 pm to 9:50 pm. This is free, and  if you already signed 
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up, just show up! Events: The ice cream social on Monday, July 21st was a hit with Garwood families! 
Thank you to the Garwood Recreation Committee and to the Garwood Fire Department for a fun 
summer night! 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
(Councilman Padusniak read for Councilman Lazarow) Monday -Friday 9 am to 4 pm until air-
conditioning issues are remedied. Please check our website for updates.  Saturday Closed in July 
and August. Library Survey - We encourage all Garwood residents to complete the Library survey 
recently mailed to your homes. Your feedback will help shape our Strategic Plan and enhance the 
services we provide to the community. A link to the survey is located on header of our website 
landing page. Paper copies of the survey are available at the library. A QR code for the survey is 
posted on the door to the library and appears on the survey for easy submission of your data. Libby 
is here. – All our Library Patrons now have access to Libby. The Libby App provides access to 
tons of  eBooks and audiobooks, and magazines. Libby functions similarly to Hoopla: download 
the app and select STELLA as your library. However, unlike Hoopla, the STELLA/Libby shared 
catalog does not support simultaneous use. If an item is currently checked out, you will need to 
place a hold. July 31 from 1:00 pm to 2pm – Artist’s Passport:  Explore far-off places and learn 
about the people who live there, from the Americas to Polynesia, from the cosmopolitan to the 
countryside. Experiment with Crayola® products while trying art techniques developed by local 
artists and artisans. Make different masterpieces each week, such as drums, masks, canvases, 
prints, buses, and more! Bring the unique creations home and build a globally-inspired art! For 
children grade 2 - 6. Registration Required, Limit 10. July 25 from 10 am to 3 pm – Scavenger 
Hunt:  Check out a photo of the elusive Artist on the Library’s Facebook and Instagram pages at 
10:00 AM this Friday. Then, search for the Artist hidden somewhere in Garwood! Important: 
Please leave the Artist where you find it so others can join the fun. Return to the Library by 3:00 
PM to report its location and claim your prize! July 25 At 1 pm -Scouts Spies and Soldiers: Step 
into the secret world of Revolutionary War Espionage! Participants will become 18th century 
spies, explore real spy tools and techniques, and decode an authentic spy message from the 
American Revolution. Recommended for children entering 3rd and older, Registration is required 
to 20 participants. July 28 – Mismatched Masterpiece:  Each week, check out the famous painting 
on our whiteboard as you enter the library. Can you spot all the differences between the TWO 
versions? New paintings will appear weekly! Submit your correct guess to be entered into a 
random prize drawing. One winner will be selected every Friday and contacted the following 
Monday. July 31 from 1:00 pm to 2pm – Artist’s Passport:  Explore far-off places and learn about 
the people who live there, from the Americas to Polynesia, from the cosmopolitan to the 
countryside. Experiment with Crayola® products while trying art techniques developed by local 
artists and artisans. Make different masterpieces each week, such as drums, masks, canvases, 
prints, buses, and more! Bring the unique creations home and build a globally-inspired art! For 
children grade 2 - 6. Registration Required, Limit 10. August 4 by 3 pm - Last Day to Log In (via 
email):  This is the last day to log in your Summer Reading Minutes by email. Minutes must be 
reported by 3 pm. August 5 at 1 pm - Adventures of the Missing Color with Science Heroes:  
Through hands-on experiments and interactive stories, kids will get excited about the science all 
around us while celebrating the scientists who bring art to life. This 45-minute program, designed 
for grades K-5, has fun and exciting science experiments, with audience volunteers helping out. 
Highly interactive and designed to inspire curiosity and learning about the world around us. August 
5 by 3 pm - Last Day to Log In (PHYSICALLY):  This is the last day to physically log in your 
Summer Reading minutes at the library. Minutes must be reported by 3 pm. August 7 at 2 pm – 
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Closing Party:  The Scream Truck will be back for our closing party. (for a complimentary visit) 
Prizes and certificates will be awarded. Registration required. You must have reported reading 
minutes to participate. August 13 and 20 at 1 pm – Adult Game Day – Socialize with other while 
playing Rummikub, Sorry, Uno, or cards. No registration required. Limit 12. August 18 at 1 pm – 
Book Club – Join us for a lively discussion of “The Women by Kristi Hannah. August 22 at 1 pm 
5 @Magic Show Join Muscle Man Mike for a Space Adventure and some non-stop magic. 
Registration required. Limit 30. 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Board of Education is not meeting in the month of July; however, I’m thrilled to report that 
the Mayor and I are back on schedule to resume our monthly meetings with the now new 
Superintendent and the Board President.  We will have that meeting coming up in early August, 
and the Board will resume its regular meeting schedule in mid-August.  That’s all for this report. 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
No report, our next meeting is on August 7th at 12pm at Knights of Columbus 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney – no report  
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley 
A public health alert remains in effect following three raccoon bites in Westfield; the first on 1st 
Avenue, the 2nd on Scotch Plains Avenue and the latest reported on July 23 on Westfield Avenue. 
The raccoon may be infected with rabies. The Westfield Regional Health Department, Police, and 
Animal Control are actively working to locate the animal. Though these incidents occurred in 
Westfield, we'd like to urge our residents to stay alert and do the following: -Avoid contact with 
wild animals, -Keep pets supervised and vaccinated, -Report disoriented or aggressive animal 
behavior to Garwood Police. -Seek medical help immediately if you or your pet had contact with 
a raccoon. -Help spread the word. 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
Thank you, Mayor!  The Planning Board held its regular meeting last night.  There were two 
applications heard for Certificates of Non-Conformity.  The first was for 54 Third Avenue, 
commonly known as Stephanie Gardens, requesting a certificate for the 36-unit Garden Apartment 
complex in what is now a single-family residential zone.  The Board granted this certificate.  The 
other case was for 59 Willow Avenue, a certificate of non-conformity for a two-family dwelling 
in what is now, again, a single-family zone.  The Board heard that testimony and also granted that 
certificate.  Under new business, the Board granted a request from Garwood Chicken, which will 
eventually be a Popeye’s on the corner of the Lidl property.  For those who may have forgotten 
the original application, which was submitted a year ago, the request is for a one-year extension of 
the existing site plan and Board approval, which was also previously granted. The Board also 
discussed at length changes to the sign Ordinance in the Borough Code.  This is something many 
of our Small Business owners have been requesting for the last couple of years.  Planning Board 
Members Kathy Villagio and Mary Ann Hay really took the ball on this one, meeting with many 
business owners and spending a good amount of time in subcommittee.  They ended up with a 
complete reworking of the sign code, which dates back 30 or 35 years.  Language has been 
modernized along with changes for specific types of signs businesses have requested.  The draft 
Ordinance will be sent over for Council review, so I’ll be able to give a more complete report on 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
July 24, 2025 
Page 16 of 24  

 
what’s being changed.  We can have a follow-up discussion with the full Council once it arrives, 
including all the revisions the Planning Board marked out during our discussions last night. The 
next scheduled meeting of the Planning Board is Wednesday, August 27th, but stay tuned on that 
because we may see a cancellation due to a lack of business. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:  PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 
and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 

1. John Prichard, 410 Spruce Avenue – We need to support our police, fire and rescue 
squads. We need them in times of emergency. Need to also back our military. During 
Vietnam, three men from Garwood lost their lives.  

2. John Bartolic, 231 Hemlock Avenue – Provided comments on Resolution 25-152 
concerning the rejection of bids related to the Circulation Element. Emphasized that if the 
Circulation Element cannot be executed appropriately, it should not proceed at all. 
Additionally, offered follow-up remarks stemming from the June 26th meeting discussion 
on vehicular and pedestrian safety, reinforcing prior concerns. Expressed agreement with 
the general safety priorities, but objected to the current assessment of sight lines and 
intersections, citing noncompliance with both state guidelines and regulations. 
Underscored the importance of aligning fully with existing state standards and local code 
requirements. 

3. Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue- - Offered remarks on the letter he submitted to the 
Planning Board, highlighting discrepancies between their figures and his own calculations. 
Additionally, provided commentary on Resolution 25-151 regarding Alternate #3—TV 
inspection costing $6,300—and questioned why the $150,000 previously allocated for 
sewer maintenance could not be applied to cover the expense, rather than incurring 
additional debt. Also raised inquiries regarding Resolution 25-157, specifically seeking 
clarification on the nature of the DOT project for which the grant application is being 
submitted. 

 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Council President Nolde to close 
public comment. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
The Mayor responded to residents’ concerns, expressing appreciation for their input and assuring 
that all comments will be thoughtfully considered. The Department of Transportation (DOT) 
project, identified as part of the MA-2026 grant application, is formally included in the Resolution. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
July 24, 2025 
Page 17 of 24  

 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-147 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR UNIFORM 
CONSTRUCTION CODE SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Township of Cranford (“Cranford”) and Borough of Garwood 
(“Garwood”) have entered into shared service agreements since 2015 to provide Uniform 
Construction Code construction official services and sub-code official services (“uniform 
construction code services”) to Garwood; and 
 

WHEREAS, Cranford and Garwood have negotiated terms for the shared services 
agreement and costs associated with same; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the duration of the shared services agreement shall be for four (4) years and 
shall commence August 1, 2025; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood seeks to hereby ratify the 
shared services agreement between Garwood and Cranford for uniform construction code services; 
and  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby approve the Shared Services Agreement, 
for a four (4) year period, commencing August 1, 2025 between the Township of Cranford and 
Borough of Garwood for uniform construction code services.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the Shared 
Services Agreement on behalf of the Borough of Garwood. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-148 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN INCREASE IN THE BID THRESHOLD 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3 AND N.J.A.C. 5:34-5 ET SEQ. 

 
WHEREAS, the State Treasurer has adjusted the bid threshold amounts pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3(c), effective July 1, 2025, as outlined in Local Finance Notice 2025-08; and 
 

WHEREAS, contracting units that have appointed a Qualified Purchasing Agent (QPA) 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-9(b) may take advantage of the increased bid threshold; and 
 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Garwood has previously appointed 
John Arthur as its Qualified Purchasing Agent in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:34-5 et seq.; and 
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WHEREAS, the maximum bid threshold for contracting units with a QPA has been 

increased from $44,000 to $53,000, and the corresponding quotation threshold (15% of bid 
threshold) has been increased to $7,950; and 
 

WHEREAS, the governing body wishes to formally adopt the increased bid and quotation 
thresholds to streamline procurement and improve operational efficiency. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that: 
 

1. The bid threshold for the Borough of Garwood is hereby increased to $53,000 in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3 and N.J.A.C. 5:34-5 et seq. 
 

2. The quotation threshold is hereby increased to $7,950. 
 

3. The Qualified Purchasing Agent is authorized to award contracts below the bid threshold 
and solicit quotations in accordance with applicable law. 
 

4. A certified copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to the Director of the Division of 
Local Government Services. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-149 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM DAN SWAYZE & SON 

INC. FOR BICYCLE LANE STRIPING ON CENTER STREET 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received a quote from Dan Swayze & Son Inc., 
2351 Waldheim Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 in the amount of Twenty-Five 
Thousand Thirty-Six Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents ($25,036.25) for the Center Street bicycle 
lane striping; and 
 

WHEREAS, funding for this acquisition shall be partially provided through the following 
sources: a $10,000 grant from 2025 Sustainable NJ Grant, a $7,500 grant from the 2025 Union 
County Infrastructure Grant Program, and an allocation of $7,536.25 from Bond Ordinance No. 
25-18. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that: 
 

1. The contract quote submitted by Dan Swayze & Son Inc. in the amount of $25,036.25 is 
hereby approved. 
 

2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate the 
contract and disburse payment accordingly. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough 

Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-150 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF CAMERAS FROM QUICK 
COPPER TECHNOLOGY FOR POLICE SURVEILLANCE PURPOSES 

 
WHEREAS, the Garwood Police Department has submitted a capital request for the 

acquisition of surveillance cameras to enhance public safety within the Borough of Garwood; and 
 

WHEREAS, Quick Copper Technologies, 55 South Avenue, Suite 2, Garwood, New 
Jersey 07027 has provided a proposal to supply said cameras and associated surveillance 
equipment at a total cost of $28,672.91; and 

 
WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase is available through the 2025 Multipurpose 

Bond 25-18 authorized for capital improvements and equipment in the amount of $28,672.91; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that: 

 
1. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to expend the sum of $28,672.91 

from the 2025 Multipurpose Bond for the purchase of cameras/surveillance 
equipment from Quick Copper Technology as requested by the Police Department; 
and 
 

2. The Mayor is authorized to take any and all necessary actions to effectuate the 
purchase and installation of said equipment. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough 

Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-151 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING NJDOT PROJECT – EAST STREET, NEW STREET AND 
WALNUT STRET – CONTRACT 2025-1 

 
WHEREAS, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New 

Jersey the Borough Clerk was authorized to advertise for a bid entitled “RESURFACING OF 
SECTIONS OF EAST STREET, NEW STREET AND WALNUT STREET – CONTRACT 2025-
1); and 
 

WHEREAS, the project consists of milling and resurfacing of sections of East Street, New 
Street and Walnut Street); and 
  

WHEREAS, on May 15, 2025, at the advertised time of 11:00 a.m., Midwest Construction 
Inc., 19 Dead River Road, Warren, New Jersey 07059 submitted a base bid amount of $307,456.92 
plus Alternate #1 in the amount of $6,000.10 for East Locust and Alternate #2 in the amount of 
$4,250.00 for sanitary sewer manholes, Alternate #3 in the amount of $6,300 for TV Insp. of East 
Street, totaling $324,007.02 which is determined the lowest responsible bidder; and  
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WHEREAS, the project is being charged to Bond Ordinance No. 25-19. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood 

that the contract be hereby awarded to Midwest Construction Inc., for $324,007.02, which includes 
the base bid, plus Alternate #1, #2 and #3. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough 
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds. 
 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that upon approval from DOT, the Mayor and Borough 
Clerk be and are hereby authorized to execute an agreement in the form approved by the Borough 
Attorney. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-152 
 

RESOLUTION REJECTING BIDS FOR THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
CIRCULATION ELEMENT 

 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et. 
seq. and N.J.A.C. 5:34, et. seq., the Borough of Garwood (“Borough”) solicited bids for the 
Borough of Garwood Circulation Element; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received bids on July 10, 2025 for the Borough of Garwood 
Circulation Element; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the bids must be rejected in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2, as the 
lowest completed bid substantially exceeds the Borough’s appropriation for the Circulation 
Element; and   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Garwood that all bids received on July 10, 2025 are hereby rejected;  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough QPA will repost a notice for a new 
solicitation of bid.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-153 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING ATTORNEY 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood are required to contract for 

Professional Affordable Housing Attorney Services to provide Legal Counsel and other legal 
services to the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator of the Borough of Garwood posted in accordance 
with law and received proposals on July 1, 2025, under a fair and open process in accordance with 
P.L. 2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005, c.51; and 
 

WHEREAS, the said Governing Body has determined that such services are professional 
services as defined in the Local Public Contracts Law of the State of New Jersey; and 
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WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that a notice stating the nature, 
duration, services and amount of each contract awarded as a professional services contract be 
printed once in the official newspaper of the municipality; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood: 
 

1. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement 
with Robert Renaud, Esq., of Renaud Colicchio, LLC, 190 North Avenue East, 
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, for the provision of professional affordable housing 
attorney services for the Borough of Garwood; and 

  
2. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this 

resolution and the professional services contract on file and available for public 
inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and 

  
3. In an amount not to exceed Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000); and 

 
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a copy of this 

notice as required by law. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-154 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING PLANNER  

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood are required to contract for 

Affordable Housing Professional Planning Services for to provide affordable housing planning 
services to the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Clerk of the Borough of Garwood posted in accordance with   
law and received proposals on July 1, 2024, under a fair and open process in accordance with P.L. 
2004, c.19, as amended by P.L. 2005, c.51; and 
 

WHEREAS, the said Governing Body has determined that such services are professional 
services as defined in the Local Public Contracts Law of the State of New Jersey; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that a notice stating the nature, 
duration, services and amount of each contract awarded as a professional services contract be 
printed once in the official newspaper of the municipality; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood: 
 

1. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement 
with Michael Mistretta of Harbor Consultants Inc., 320 North Avenue East, 
Cranford, New Jersey 07016 for the provision of affordable housing professional 
planning services for the Borough of Garwood; and 
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2. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this 
resolution and the professional services contract on file and available for public 
inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and 

 
3. In an amount not to exceed Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000); and 

 
4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a copy of this 

notice as  required by law. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-155 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM DENBAR 
CONSTRUCTION INC. FOR RAMP INSTALLATION 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received a quote from Denbar Construction 

Inc., 625B North Michigan Avenue, Kenilworth, New Jersey 07033 in the amount of Twenty-Two 
Thousand Six Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($22,600) for the ramp installation at corner of South 
Avenue and West Street; and 
 

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase is partially provided through the following 
sources: 2025 Multipurpose Bond 25-18 in the amount of $20,000 authorized for capital 
improvements and equipment and an allocation of $2,600 from the 2025 Buildings & Grounds 
budget.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that: 
 

1. The contract quote submitted by Denbar Construction Inc. in the amount of $22,600 is 
hereby approved. 
 

2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate the 
contract and disburse payment accordingly. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough 

Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-156 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TEMPORARY EXEMPTION  
FOR FILMING RELATED ACTIVITIES AT THE WESTWOOD 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood received correspondence from the General 

Manager of the Westwood seeking a temporary exemption for their hours of operation to provide 
support functions to a television production filming in the area; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Westwood is seeking to extend their hours of operation on Saturday, 

August 2, 2025 until 4:00 a.m.; and  
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is in the process of developing and finalizing a film 

ordinance to regulate filming activities within the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, the film ordinance is not yet in effect as of the date of this resolution; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that: 
 

1. A one (1) day exemption for hours of operation to provide support functions for filming 
related activities at the Westwood is hereby approved for the morning of Saturday,  
August 2, 2025, subject to the following conditions:  
 

a. No alcohol shall be served or permitted for consumption on the premises on  
August 2, 2025 between the hours of 12:01 a.m. through 9:00 a.m. 

b. All filming related activities must conclude by 4:00 a.m. on Saturday,  
August 2, 2025 and the Westwood must be closed at 4:00 a.m. 

 
2. This exemption shall not be precedent setting and is granted solely due to the pending status 

of the Borough’s film ordinance. 
 

3. Once considered, the Borough Clerk shall notify the applicant of this determination.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-157 
 

APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A GRANT 
CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR 

THE LA-2026 MA GARWOOD BOROUGH RESURFACING OF SECTIONS OF 
SECOND AVENUE, WILLOW AVENUE AND SOUTH AVENUE SIDEWALK 

IMPROVEMENTS 
 

WHEREAS, there is a grant application and grant contract with NJDOT for the LA-2025 
MA Borough of Garwood Resurfacing.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood 

formally approves the grant application for the above stated project. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Engineer is hereby authorized to 
submit an electronic grant application identified as LA-2026 MA Garwood Borough to the New 
Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Garwood. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized 
to sign the grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Garwood and that their signature 
constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the 
execution of the grant agreement. 
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CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Council President Nolde, second by Councilman Kearney to adopt 
Consent Agenda. 
 
Discussion: None 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  ABSENT 
Councilman Foley  ABSENT  Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:  NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  NONE 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed 
and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Council President Nolde to adopt 
Payment of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  ABSENT 
Councilman Foley  ABSENT  Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  NONE 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on August 14, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in 
Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney second by Council President Nolde to adjourn.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Time:7:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Borough Clerk  

https://garwood.org/gb_notices

