
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
July 10, 2025 

Time: 7:00 pm  
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Council President Nolde read: 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  Absent 
Councilwoman Boto  Present  Councilman Lazarow  Present 
Councilman Foley  Present  Councilman Padusniak Present 
Councilman Kearney  Present  Council President Nolde Present 
 
Also present, staff and professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 
Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Attorney – no report 
 
Report of Borough Administrator 
You will see a resolution approving taking in funds for a Union County History Grant. This is for 
the Garwood Public Library to digitize historic materials for their website. I wanted to provide an 
update regarding the Gallows Hill Road repaving project. This was applied for as part of a 
Department of Transportation grant last summer. Once awarded, we have up to two years to 
complete that project. We do these projects in a rotation, since we have to acquire the grant, go out 
to bid, bond for the amount that was not awarded in the grant, and have the work done when the 
weather allows, so we are essentially always completing these projects 18 to 24 months after they 
are awarded. Right now, we are working to finalize the contract for the 2024 grant, which includes 
East Street, New Street, and Walnut Street, so that work should be completed later this summer or 
fall. After that, we will work on the 2025 grant (applied for last year), which includes Gallows Hill 
Road, so we anticipate that work will be completed in 2026. On tonight’s agenda you will see 
approval for a ventilation system at the Department of Public Works building. This is being paid 
for by the most recent multipurpose bond ordinance, 25-18. There is also a contract renewal for 
recycling services. Our current recycling vendor has agreed to charge us the same rate in 2026 and 
2027 as they did in 2025. For the first three years of the contract, costs increased by three percent 
per year. Keeping this contract flat therefore saves approximately $10,000 over the next two years, 
as compared to a three percent annual increase. 
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Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
I apologize for not being at tonight’s meeting, as I am away on a short vacation with my family. Thank 
you to Council President Nolde for filling in! Just a couple of quick notes, this Saturday Vermella at 
Garwood station is holding a pop-up market and food truck celebration on their property, which is 
open to the whole borough of Garwood community. This event is sponsored by and put together by 
Vermella and will have a DJ spinning yacht rock tune. Looks like a good time so come join in the 
fun! Also, on Sunday July 27 from 1-5pm, St. Anne’s Church will be holding its own food truck 
festival. There will be games for the kids, a 50-50, music and of course great food. Another fun 
summer event in Garwood! 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto – No comments 
 
Councilman Foley – No comments 
 
Councilman Kearney – No comments 
 
Councilman Lazarow – No comments 
 
Councilman Padusniak – Is focusing on enhancing audio clarity for the home audience.  
 
Council President Nolde – No comment 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on June 26, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to accept the 
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none  
 
COMMUNICATIONS: RECEIVED AND FILED 

1. Union County Public Notice – cancellation of Agenda setting session and regular meeting on 
Thursday, September 4, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Public_Notice.pdf  

 
2. Town of Westfield – Ordinance 2025-16 – An ordinance amending the land use ordinance 

of the Town of Westfield relating to the installation of solar energy systems 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_-_Ord._2025-16_-
_Amending_land_use_Ord_re_Installation_of_Solar_Energy_Systems.pdf  

  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Public_Notice.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Public_Notice.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_-_Ord._2025-16_-_Amending_land_use_Ord_re_Installation_of_Solar_Energy_Systems.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield_-_Ord._2025-16_-_Amending_land_use_Ord_re_Installation_of_Solar_Energy_Systems.pdf
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ORDINANCES:   
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-20 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 52, ENTITLED “ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES”, 
ARTICLE I, “SALE AND TRANSPORTATION”, SUBSECTION 52-6, “HOURS OF 
OPERATION”. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) has previously adopted Chapter 
52, Subsection 52-6 which sets forth the hours of operation for alcoholic beverage sales; and   

WHEREAS, the Borough Council seeks to amend the Code to update the hours of 
operation for retail consumption and retail distribution; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of 
Garwood that Chapter 52 (Alcoholic Beverages), Article I (Sale and Transportation), Subsection 
52-6 of the Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood is hereby amended as follows (additions 
underscored, deletions struck-through): 

No licensee shall sell, serve, deliver, or allow, permit or suffer the sale, service, or delivery of any 
alcoholic beverages; or allow, permit or suffer the consumption of any alcoholic beverages on any 
licensed premises before the hour of 7:00 a.m. on weekdays or before the hour of 12:00 noon on 
Sundays, or after the hour of 2:00 a.m. on all days except New Year's Day when sales may continue 
to be made until 5:00 a.m. If, however, December 24 and December 31 fall on Sundays, then the 
weekday 7:00 a.m. opening hour shall apply on those days. 
 
A. Sale of Alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption (plenary retail consumption license). 
 
No licensee shall sell, serve, deliver or allow, permit or suffer the sale or service of any alcoholic 
beverages or allow the consumption of any alcoholic beverages on any licensed premise during 
the following hours:  
 

1. On any weekday or Saturday, other than New’s Years Day, between the hours of 2:00 
a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

2. On Sunday between 2:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  
3. On New Year’s Day, between the hours of 5:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
4. If, however, December 24 or December 31 falls on a Sunday, no sales before 9:00 a.m. 
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B. Sale of Alcoholic beverages for off-premise consumption (plenary retail distribution license). 
 
No licensee shall sell, allow or permit the sale, service or delivery of any alcoholic beverages in 
original containers for off-premises consumption on any licensed premise during the following 
hours:  
 

1. On any weekday or Saturday, other than New’s Years Day, between the hours of    2:00 
a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

2.  On Sunday between 2:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  
3.  On New Year’s Day, between the hours of 5:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
4. If however, December 24 or December 31 falls on a Sunday, no sales before 9:00   a.m. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 
provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall 
apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the 
remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage 

and publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-20: No 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-20: No 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Padusniak to close Public 
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-20.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: none 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Ordinance No. 
25-20. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-21 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-21 
 

CREATING A NEW CHAPTER 162 IN THE  
MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLED “FILMING” 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) seeks to establish comprehensive 

regulations governing filming activities within its jurisdiction; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of 
Garwood that Chapter 162 shall be added to the Borough Code as set forth herein: 
 
§ 162-1 Definitions. 
 
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
 
FILMING 
 
The taking of still or motion pictures either on film or videotape or similar recording medium, for 
commercial or educational purposes intended for viewing on television, in theaters, major linear 
broadcast network or streaming platforms, or for institutional uses. The provisions of this chapter 
shall not be deemed to include the "filming" of news stories within the municipality. 
 
PUBLIC LANDS 
 
Any and every public street, highway, sidewalk, square, public park or playground or any other 
public place within the municipality which is within the jurisdiction and control of the 
municipality. 
 
§ 162-2  Permit required. 
 
A. No person or organization shall film or permit filming on public or on private property 

where such filming involves the use of public property for the operation, placement or 
temporary storage of vehicles or equipment utilized in such filming, including, but not 
limited to, any temporary structure, barricade or device intended to restrict or block off 
pedestrian or vehicular traffic, without first having obtained a permit from the office of the 
Borough Clerk, which permit shall set forth the approved location of such filming and the 
approved duration of such filming by specific reference to day or dates. Said permit must 
be readily available for inspection by Borough officials at all times at the site of the filming. 

B. All permits shall be applied for and obtained from the office of the Borough Clerk during 
normal business hours. Applications for such permits shall be in a form approved by the 
Borough Clerk and be accompanied by a permit fee in the amount established by this 
chapter in § 10 herein. 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
July 10, 2025 
Page 6 of 16  

 
C. If a permit is issued and, due to inclement weather or other good cause, filming does not in 

fact take place on the dates specified, the Borough Clerk may, at the request of the 
applicant, issue a new permit for filming on other dates subject to full compliance with all 
other provisions of this chapter. No additional fee shall be paid for this permit. 

 
§ 162-3 Issuance of permits. 
 
A. No permits will be issued by the Borough Clerk unless applied for at least four (4) business 

days prior to the requested shooting date; provided, however, that it is at the discretion of 
the Borough Administrator to waive the four (4) day period if the applicant has obtained all 
related approvals and adjacent property owners or tenants do not need to be notified. 

B. No permit shall be issued for filming upon public lands unless the applicant shall provide 
the municipality with satisfactory proof of the following: 
(1) Proof of insurance coverage as follows: 

 
(a) For bodily injury to any one person in the amount of $500,000 and any 

occurrence in the aggregate amount of $1,000,000. 
(b) For property damage for each occurrence in the aggregate amount of 

$300,000. 
 

(2) An agreement, in writing, whereby the applicant agrees to indemnify and hold 
harmless the municipality from any and all liability, expense, claim or damages 
resulting from the use of public lands. 

 
(3) The hiring of an off-duty police officer, if required by the Chief of Police, according 

to the agreed upon public safety plan, for the times indicated on the permit. 
 

C. The holder of the permit shall take all reasonable steps to minimize interference with the 
free passage of pedestrians and traffic over public lands and shall comply with all lawful 
directives issued by the Police Department with respect thereto. 

§ 162-4 Interference with public activity; notice of filming. 
 
A. The holder of a permit shall conduct filming in such a manner as to minimize the 

inconvenience or discomfort to adjoining property owners attributable to such filming and 
shall, to the extent practicable, abate noise and park vehicles associated with such filming 
off the public streets. 

B. The holder shall avoid any interference with previously scheduled activities upon public 
lands and limit, to the extent possible, any interference with normal public activity on such 
public lands. Where the applicant's production activity, by reason of location or otherwise, 
will directly involve and/or affect any businesses, merchants or residents, these parties shall 
be given written notice of the filming at least three (3) days prior to the requested shooting 
date and be informed that objections may be filed with the Borough Clerk, said objections 
to form a part of applicant's application and be considered in the review of the same. Proof 
of service of notification to adjacent owners shall be submitted to the Borough Clerk within 
two days of the requested shooting date. 
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§ 162-5 Refusal to issue permit; employment of patrolmen and electrician. 
 
A. The Borough Administrator may refuse to issue a permit whenever the Administrator 

determines, on the basis of objective facts and after a review of the application and a report 
thereon by the Police Department and by other Borough agencies involved with the 
proposed filming site, that filming at the location and/or the time set forth in the application 
would violate any law or ordinance or would unreasonably interfere with the use and 
enjoyment of adjoining properties, unreasonably impede the free flow of vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic or otherwise endanger the public's health, safety or welfare. 

 
B. Further, the Borough reserves the right to require one or more on-site patrolmen in 

situations where the proposed production may impede the proper flow of traffic, the cost 
of said patrolman to be borne by the applicant as a cost of production. Where existing 
electrical power lines are to be utilized by the production, an on-site licensed electrician 
may be similarly required if the production company does not have a licensed electrician 
on staff. 

§162-6  Appeals. 
 
A. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Borough Administrator denying or revoking a 

permit or a person requesting relief may appeal to the Borough Council. A written notice 
of appeal setting forth the reasons for the appeal shall be filed with the Administrator. 

B. An appeal from the decision of the Administrator shall be filed within 10 days of the 
Administrator's decision. The Borough Council shall set the matter down for a hearing 
within 45 days of the day on which the notice of appeal was filed. The decision of the 
Borough Council shall be in the form of a resolution supporting the decision of the Borough 
Administrator at the first regularly scheduled public meeting of the Borough Council after 
the hearing on the appeal, unless the appellant agrees in writing to a later date for the 
decision. If such a resolution is not adopted within the time required, the decision of the 
Administrator shall be deemed to be reversed, and a permit shall be issued in conformity 
with the application or the relief shall be deemed denied. 

§ 162-7 Waiver of requirements of chapter by Administrator. 
 
The Borough Administrator may authorize a waiver of any of the requirements, provisions or 
restrictions of this chapter if the Administrator determines that a waiver thereof may be granted 
without endangering the public health, safety and welfare. In determining whether to issue a 
waiver, the Administrator shall consider the following factors: 
 

(1) Potential traffic congestion at the location. 
(2) The applicant's ability to remove the applicant's vehicles and equipment from the 

public streets or other public property. 
(3) The extent to which the applicant is requesting restrictions on the use of public 

streets or public parking facilities during filming. 
(4) The nature of the filming, including whether filming will take place indoors or 

outdoors, and the proposed hours for filming. 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
July 10, 2025 
Page 8 of 16  

 
(5) The extent to which the filming may affect adjoining and nearby property owners 

and occupants. 
(6) The Borough's prior experience with the applicant, if any. 

 
§ 162- 8 Copies of permit; inspections. 
 
Copies of the approved permit will be sent to the Police and Fire Departments before filming takes 
place and to the New Jersey Motion Picture and Television Commission at njfilm@njeda.gov. The 
applicant shall permit the Fire Prevention Bureau or other Borough inspectors to inspect the site 
and the equipment to be used, if deemed necessary. The applicant shall comply with all safety 
instruction issued by the Fire Prevention Bureau or other Borough inspectors. 
 
§ 162-9 Reimbursement of certain costs. 
 
In addition to any other fees or costs mentioned in this chapter, the applicant shall reimburse the 
Borough for any lost revenue, such as parking meter revenue, repairs to public property or other 
revenues that the Borough was prevented from earning because of filming. 
 
§ 162-10  Fees. 
 

CATEGORY FEE (Not to exceed) 
  
Basic filming permit (one-time; with 5 or more days advance notice of 
the first day of filming) $100 

Expedited basic filming permit (one-time; with 4 or less days advance 
notice of the first day of filming) $250 

Basic filming permit for nonprofits, including student films (one-time; 
no daily rate required) $25 

  
Daily filming on public property  
Film and television projects with a budget under $20mm $150 
Film and television projects with a budget over $20mm $500 
  
Daily filming on private property No fee charged by Municipality 
  
CATEGORY FEE (Not to exceed) 
  
Public Safety  
Hiring of off-duty police and fire inspections, according to agreed upon 
public safety plan 

The municipality’s standard 
hourly rates for police and fire 

  
Inconvenience fees  
Street closures - less than 10,000 residents $1,000 per day 
Properties in background - or used - in shot Fee is negotiated between a 

production company and a 
private business or residence 

Daily prep of business that is being “dressed” Fee is negotiated between a 
production company and a 
private business or residence 
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CATEGORY FEE (Not to exceed) 
Daily filming of business that is “dressed” Fee is negotiated between a 

production company and a 
private business or residence 

  
Parking fees Same rates that are charged to 

the public 
 
§ 162-11 Violations and penalties. 
 
Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a 
fine not exceeding $2,000, imprisonment in the county/municipal jail for a term not exceeding 90 days, 
or a period of community service not exceeding 90 days, or any combination thereof as determined by 
the Municipal Court Judge. Each day on which a violation of an ordinance exists shall be considered a 
separate and distinct violation and shall be subject to imposition of a separate penalty for each day of 
the violation as the Municipal Court Judge may determine. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 
provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply 
only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of 
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  

 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 
publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-21. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
 
Councilman Kearney called for Point of Order to confirm the Ordinance was being introduced and not 
adopted. Introduction was confirmed. 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair 
The Finance Committee unanimously agreed to approve the updated bid threshold set by the State 
Treasurer. This updated threshold will increase the bid limit for a QPA from $44,000 to $53,000. If 
the Council is comfortable with this change, we can prepare a resolution hopefully for the July 24 
meeting. 
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FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair – no report 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair – no report 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
In addition to their reoccurring activities, DPW Employees performed the following tasks: They set 
up and dismantled tables and chairs at the Sports Complex for recreation activities and events. 
Cleaned up the shared areas throughout the Municipal Complex. Completed landscaping at the 
Municipal Complex, Sports Complex, Kennedy Plaza, and Georgiana Memorial Park. Watered the 
flowers and weeded the street side planters. Continued to perform street sweeping operations. Set up 
and take down the water mister for summer recreation programs. That concludes my report. Thank 
you. 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
Thank you, Council President.  I have the latest activity report. The Garwood Police Department has 
recorded 2201 calls during June 2025.  These calls include (but are not limited to): 387 motor vehicle 
stops, 41 parking complaints, 152 fixed traffic posts (Radar, Stop Sign, Distracted Driving), 182 
building/property checks, 27 medical assists, 86 community policing posts, 21 walking posts, 28 
suspicious persons/vehicles investigated, 23 criminal investigations, 23 motor vehicle crashes. I again 
would like to highlight that the volume of work the officers are putting in is just outstanding.  387 
motor vehicle stops is just impressive considering the number of folks we have on the road and the 
number of days in a month. In the month of June Officers Kerr and Zimbardo attended and completed 
the 40-hour Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) training. CIT training provides officers with knowledge 
and de-escalation skills which may decrease the necessity to use force in certain situations, thus 
protecting both the officers involved and the person in crisis. Officer Shucai attended and successfully 
completed a rigorous 2-week Basic Crash Investigation class, she joins Officer Schoenberger who 
also completed this course in May. These two officers are now certified to conduct a more in-depth 
investigation into serious motor vehicle crashes. Both officers will be sent to Advanced Crash 
Investigations school when one becomes available. On behalf of Chief Pridy, thank you Sandro 
Villaraut, owner of local business Quick Copper, Communications, who hosted and sponsored two 
officers to attend a Drone Operators class this month. Sgt. Czachorowski and Detective Miller both 
attended this class. Since the completion of the class Detective Miller has successfully passed the 
FAA written test and is now a FAA Certified Remote Pilot. Sgt. Czachorowski is scheduled to take 
the test next month. All costs for this training and testing were covered by Mr. Villaraut. 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
Community Engagement: Historical: no report Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture: no 
report Recreation: Summer Camp is finishing up its 3rd week! Activities the last two weeks have 
included: a talent show, slime lab, Hoop Wizard, Kona ice, a video game truck, freeze dance, and 
Wacky Water Wednesdays with the Garwood Fire Department. A big thank you to the Garwood 
Fire Department! Thank you also to the Garwood Police Department for stopping by daily, to the 
crossing guards for keeping our campers safe walking to and from camp, and to DPW for prepping 
and assisting daily with needs! Registration is still open for the next 3 weeks of camp, and there is 
more fun to come! The Youth Soccer Program (US Sports Institute) will be offered on Saturdays 
starting on Sept. 20. Registration will open next week. Adult open play soccer: Friday evenings 
from 8 pm to 9:50 pm. Free! Events: Ice Cream Social: Monday, July 21st – 7 pm during the pump 
drill at 500 East Street (Washington School) – Free! 
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LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
Library Survey - We encourage all Garwood residents to complete the Library survey recently 
mailed to your homes. Your feedback will help shape our Strategic Plan and enhance the services 
we provide to the community. Libby is here. – All our Library Patrons now have access to Libby. 
The Libby App provides access to tons of  eBooks and audiobooks, and magazines. Libby 
functions similarly to Hoopla: download the app and select STELLA as your library. However, 
unlike Hoopla, the STELLA/Libby shared catalog does not support simultaneous use. If an item 
is currently checked out, you will need to place a hold. July 15 at 1 pm – Gems Rock: Unearth 
the fascinating and colorful world of gemstones and minerals. Join us for a highly interactive 
program featuring colorful minerals and gemstones. Be amazed at how many items in your home 
are created from rocks. Mine for gemstones and take-home specimens. Registration Required. 
Limit 25. July 16 and 23 at 1 pm – Adult Game Day - Come in and cool off, play Rummikub, 
Sorry, Uno, or cards and enjoy socializing with others. No registration required. Limit 12. Aging 
Services Kiosk (ASK) – July 17 from 10 am to Noon, Union County Division of Aging Staff 
will be on hand to assist seniors (age 60+) or their caregivers with information on services, such 
as meal delivery, respite care, adult day care and support services for caregivers. July 21 at 1 pm 
- Zoophoria: Join us for a hands-on adventure meeting live animals in the library. Animals include 
geckos, lizards and snakes! Best for ages 3 and up. July 25 At 1 pm -Scouts Spies and Soldiers: 
Step into the secret world of Revolutionary War Espionage! Participants will become 18th century 
spies , explore real spy tools and techniques, and decode an authentic spy message from the 
American Revolution. Recommended for children entering 3rd and older, Registration is required 
to 20 participants. Hours: Monday -Friday 9 am to 4 pm until air-conditioning issues are remedied. 
Please check the website for updates 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney – no report 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
Our next meeting is July 17 at 12 PM at the Knights Of Columbus. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney – no report 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley – no report 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
Thank you, Council President!  The next Planning Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 
23rd, and we do have business before the Board that night. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:   
Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for June, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_June_2025.pdf  
 

A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to accept 

Officer’s report. 

All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_June_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_June_2025.pdf


Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
July 10, 2025 
Page 12 of 16  

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 
and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 

1. Juan Meza – 812 Center Street - Mr. Meza requested the installation of a crosswalk 
and/or flashing warning lights at the intersections of Hazel & Center Streets and Center & 
Hemlock Streets to improve pedestrian safety. 
 

2. Jill Pall – 54 Third Avenue - Ms. Pall reported sustaining a flat tire while driving both 
northbound and southbound in an area impacted by construction debris. She requested 
improved cleanup measures. Inquired about the timeline for work on Gallows Hill Road, 
currently projected for early 2026. Raised concerns about an accessible ramp that floods 
frequently and requested a timeframe for its repair. Asked for information regarding the 
use of police drones. Acknowledged the observance of the 8th National Paramedics Day. 
Announced an upcoming AED (Automated External Defibrillator) community event 
hosted by the Aliver Foundation on July 17th at 6:00 PM, Sylvester Land Memorial Park, 
Roselle, NJ. Noted that National Night Out will be held on August 5th, co-hosted by the 
Fanwood and Cranford Police Departments. 
 

3. Laura Thompson – 320 Pine Avenue - Ms. Thompson inquired about the total amount 
collected in sewer fees. Asked where the funds collected from the from the Union County 
History Grant will be allocated. Requested clarification on the terms of a settlement 
agreement between the Borough and C.S. 
 

4. Bruce Paterson – 325 Willow Avenue - Mr. Paterson sought clarification on the 
Borough’s settlement agreement between the Borough and C.S. Inquired about the 
installation of two new exhaust fans. Thanked the Business Administrator for maintaining 
the same cost for the recycling contract over the coming years. Requested clarification 
regarding brook treatment, including whether a resolution was passed and the name of the 
contracted company. Asked how many parking tickets have been issued in the downtown 
area. 

 
A motion was made by Council President Nolde, second by Councilman Kearney to close 
public comment. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Council President Nolde, Council and Borough Administrator addressed various concerns raised 
by residents during the meeting. The issue of blinking lights at the crosswalk was discussed and 
will be referred to the Police Committee for further review. While the budget for this year has 
already been established, priorities for the next fiscal year are being considered and will be 
organized accordingly. Concerns regarding ramp flooding were raised; Mr. Arthur will follow up 
via email. Councilman Foley questioned who paints crosswalks on certain blocks. The 
responsibility for painting lies with a contractor utilized by the Borough Administrator (BA). 
Councilman Kearney will consult with the Police Chief, and the matter should be discussed further 
in committee. Sewer fee collections are ongoing, but the exact figures are currently unavailable. 
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The BA will confer with the Finance Department for details. A Union County History Grant has 
been awarded to the library to support the digitization of historical records. A settlement related to 
a personnel matter was noted but cannot be discussed publicly due to confidentiality. Regarding 
Mr. Paterson’s question regarding the treatment of the brook, the BA explained that the previously 
used company no longer services the area. A new company—slightly less expensive—has been 
identified. As the cost falls below the threshold requiring a resolution, the Qualified Purchasing 
Agent (QPA) has the authority to proceed with the purchase. Lastly, the Police Chief will follow 
up with Mr. Paterson concerning parking ticket question. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-142 
 

CHAPTER 159 BUDGET INSERTION 
2025 UNION COUNTY HISTORY GRANT - $1,500 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any County or Municipality when such items shall have been made available by law and the 
amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for 
equal amount; 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood 
hereby requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of 
revenue in the budget of the year 2025 in the sum of $1,500 which item is now available as a 
revenue from the 2025 UNION COUNTY HISTORY GRANT PROGRAM, in the amount of 
$1,500. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $1,500 is hereby appropriated under 
the caption of “2025 UNION COUNTY HISTORY GRANT PROGRAM”. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-143 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT TO INSTALL TWO NEW EXHAUST FANS 
FOR DPW GARAGE TO IN-LINE HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator, through the ESCNJ Cooperative Purchasing 

System, identified a vendor to furnish and install two (2) new exhaust fans for the Department of 
Public Works (DPW) garage; and 
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Vendor: In-Line Air Conditioning Inc.  Total: Price: $29,075.00 
   85 East 21st Street 
   Bayonne, New Jersey 07002 
 

WHEREAS, the fans are being charged to Bond Ordinance No. 25-18. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 
of New Jersey, hereby award the quote to In-Line Heating & Air Conditioning Company, 85 East 
21st Street, Bayonne, New Jersey 07002 for an amount not to exceed $29,075.00. The Mayor is 
authorized to sign any contracts as may be required to consummate this transaction. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough 
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-144 
 

AUTHORIZING RESIDENTIAL SEWER FEE OVERPAYMENT 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, 
State of New Jersey, hereby approve the CFO/Treasurer to issue a refund check for the residential 
sewer fee overpayment on the following property: 
 
PROPERTY OWNER ADDRESS          UTILITY ACCT#        AMOUNT 
URSULA ANN EAGER 450 PINE AVE 1325-0   $100.00 
 
REFUND TO: 
Ursula Ann Eager 
450 Pine Ave 
Garwood, NJ 07027 
AMOUNT OF REFUND:  $100.00 
 
EXPLANATION:  2025 residential sewer fee was adjusted to reflect the correct number of units 
at the property creating an overpayment.  Refund made to the homeowner. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-145 
 

APPROVING AN ADDENDUM TO THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD AND GRAND SANITATION 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“Borough”) and Grand Sanitation Service, LLC 

(“Contractor”), with offices located at 1630 South Second Street, Plainfield, County of Union, 
State of New Jersey, are parties to a Contract for services dated December 8, 2022 (hereinafter the 
“Contract”) with a term of three years from January 1, 2023 to December 31, 2025; and  
 

WHEREAS, the parties are in the final year of the Contract; and  
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WHEREAS, the parties have agreed to extend the contract term for a period of two (2) 

additional years; and 
 

WHEREAS, the cost of the Contractor’s services shall remain unchanged from the final 
year of the Contract through the Contract’s extension; and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Borough and Contractor agree to amend the Contract as follows: 
 

1. Article 1: The term of the Contract shall be extended for a period of two (2) additional 
years, beginning on January 1, 2026 and expiring on December 31, 2027.  
 

2. The Borough agrees to pay the Contractor One-Hundred Seventy-Three Thousand Two-
Hundred Forty-Six Dollars and Zero Cents ($173,246.00) in exchange for services for the 
contract year of 2026. 
 

3. The Borough agrees to pay the Contractor One-Hundred Seventy-Three Thousand Two-
Hundred Forty-Six Dollars and Zero Cents ($173,246.00) in exchange for services for the 
contract year of 2027. 
 

4. Except as expressly provided herein, all other terms of the Contract shall remain 
unchanged. 
 

5. The Borough hereby approves the Mayor to execute the Agreement on behalf of the 
Borough. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-146 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AND C.S. 
 

WHEREAS, certain matters have arisen pertaining to the employment of C.S. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough seeks to enter into a Settlement Agreement with C.S. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
 1). The Borough hereby accepts and agrees to the settlement agreement with C.S.; and  
 
 2). The Borough hereby approves the Mayor to execute the Agreement on behalf of the 
Borough. 
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CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Discussion: None 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  NONE 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed 
and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow second by Councilman Kearney to adopt Payment 
of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  NONE 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on July 24, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in 
Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow second by Councilman Foley to adjourn.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Time: 7:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Borough Clerk  

https://garwood.org/gb_notices

