
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
June 12, 2025 

 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  Present 
Councilwoman Boto  Present  Councilman Lazarow  Present 
Councilman Foley  Present  Councilman Padusniak Present 
Councilman Kearney  Present  Council President Nolde Present 
 
Also, present staff and professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Robert F. Renaud, Borough Affordable Housing Attorney 
Michael Disko, Borough Engineer 
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 
Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk 
 
First Order of Business - Swearing in of the following Officers: 

• Sergeant Christopher Czachorowski 
Sgt. Chris Czachorowski grew up in Kearny and graduated from Kearny High School in 2002. He 
attended New Jersey City University until 2006, and later that year, began his law enforcement 
career with the Hudson County Sheriff’s Office. While there, he worked in the Patrol Division, 
Court Division, and Security Division. In 2013, he joined the Garwood Police Department. He 
worked in the Patrol Division until 2016, where he joined the Detective Bureau. In addition to his 
regular duties, Sgt. Czachorowski has been involved in several community programs— he has 
taught D.A.R.E., run bicycle safety rodeos, helped with the Youth Academy, and is also a member 
of the Garwood Municipal Alliance. Sgt Czachorowski married his wife in 2010, and they have 
two children, Ryan who is 12, and Hailey who is 8. Sgt Czachorowski has served our Borough 
with dedication and his positive energy is obvious to all residents. 
 

• Captain Philip Lewis 
Captain Lewis’ life of service started in 2004 when he enlisted in the United States Marine Corps. 
During his military career, he was assigned to an Infantry Unit and deployed to Al Anbar Province, 
Iraq, serving as the patrol commander for 70 patrols in the combat zone. During his 8 years of 
service, he achieved the rank of Sergeant. Following his honorable military service, Captain Lewis 
pursued a career in law enforcement. He attended the John H. Stamler Police Academy as an 
Alternate Route Candidate, where he was selected as Class Leader/Guide, a role he held through 
graduation in 2010. Upon graduation, he joined the Garwood Police Department. 
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Captain Lewis has served the Borough of Garwood with honor and dedication. In 2017, he was 
promoted to the rank of Sergeant. Over the years, Captain Lewis has held numerous roles and 
responsibilities within the department, including Field Training Officer, Firearms Instructor, 
Detective Bureau, Firearm Permit Investigator, Patrol Supervisor, Internal Affairs Officer, 
Counterterrorism Coordinator, and the list goes on. Captain Lewis has received various awards for 
Exceptional Service, Meritorious Service, Honorable Service and Life Saving. Captain Lewis has 
continued to demonstrate dedication and leadership throughout his career and we look forward to 
him leading and mentoring officers for years to come. 
 

• Chief Jonathan Pridy 
Chief Jonathan Pridy was born and raised in New Jersey  He started his law enforcement career in 
2007 when he graduated Jersey Police City Police Academy. He served 10 years as a Sheriff’s 
Officer at the Hudson County Sheriff’s Office from 2007-2016. Chief Pridy has been with the 
Borough of Garwood Police Department since 2016 protecting the citizens of the area while also 
contributing to many other community efforts outside of safekeeping. In 2024, he was promoted 
to Sergeant and then of course became our Chief on June 1st.  He gone thrown right into the fire 
on Garwood Rocks! Chief Pridy has extensive training and certifications. He has received multiple 
commendations throughout the years and has been nominated for 2 lifesaving awards . In May of 
2024 he received the Union County 200 clubs Valor Award. Chief Pridy is married and receives 
unconditional love and support from his wife Leany, daughter Isabella and son Jeremy.  Chief 
Pridy’s is dedicated  to ensuring the wellbeing of every citizen in the Borough of Garwood and the 
whole of the State of New Jersey. I am beyond thrilled to recognize Chief Pridy as he has already 
shown his incredible work ethic and his desire to ensure the great strides taken by his predecessor 
will continue, even as he makes his own mark on Garwood.  Chief, congratulations to you and 
congratulations to your family. 
 
Borough Engineer Report 
THE NJDOT HAS ANNOUNCED THE SOLICITATION OF MA 2026 GRANT APPLICATIONS, 
WHICH ARE DUE JULY 1, 2025. RECOMMENDED STREET SECTIONS INCLUDE THE 
FOLLOWING: SECOND AVENUE (ANCHOR TO OAK) – 1,050 LF MILL AND OVERLAY, 
WILLOW AVENUE (OAK TO NEW) – 740 LF INSTALL NEW CURBS, MILL AND OVERLAY, 
SOUTH AVENUE –ADD SIDEWALKS WHERE MISSING. WE HAVE BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL 
WITH THE MUNICIPAL AID PROGRAM. PAST AWARDS INCLUDE MA 2025 - $249,912. 
GALLOWS HILL, SOUTH MAPLE STREET AND SECTION OF WEST STREET (BEECH TO PINE). 
MA 2024 - $346,690. SECTIONS OF EAST STREET, NEW STREET AND WALNUT STREET. MA 
2023 - $463,370. SECTIONS OF BEECH AVE., HEMLOCK AVE., AND MYRTLE AVE. MA 2022 - 
$330,000. SECTIONS OF FIFTH AVE., LOCUST AVE., MAPLE ST. & SECOND AVE. MA 2021 - 
$395,000. SECTIONS OF HAZEL AVE., HEMLOCK AVE., SPRUCE AVE. & 3RD AVE. MA 2020 - 
$380,000. SECTIONS OF CEDAR ST., HAZEL AVE., & OAK ST. THE NJDOT REQUESTS THAT 
APPLICATIONS CONTAIN NO MORE THAN THREE DISTINCT ROADWAYS. BIDS RECEIVED 
FOR CONTRACT 2025-1 RESURFACING OF SECTIONS OF EAST STREET, NEW STREET AND 
WALNUT STREET, ON MAY 15, 2025. BID RECOMMENDATION WAS FOR AN AWARD TO 
MIDWEST CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $324,007.02 FOR BASE BID AND 
ALTERNATES 1-3. WE HAVE A GRANT OF $346,690 FOR THIS PROJECT. THE CONSTRUCTION 
ESTIMATE WAS $376,908.80. REPORTEDLY, BONDING IS BEING PUT IN PLACE AND AN 
AWARD IS ANTICIPATED IN JULY. UPDATE FOR CONTRACT 2024-1 – RESURFACING OF 
SECTIONS OF BEECH AVENUE, HEMLOCK AVENUE AND MYRTLE AVENUE (MA23). 
MILLING OF ALL THREE STREETS WAS PERFORMED ON WEDNESDAY JUNE 11, 2025. ONE 
MANHOLE FRAME WAS DISCOVERED TO BE CRACKED REQUIRING REPLACEMENT AND 
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ONE HOLE IN THE STREET WAS ENCOUNTERED ON BEECH AVENUE. THESE ITEMS WERE 
TO BE REPAIRED/INVESTIGATED ON THURSDAY JUNE 12, 2025. FINAL RESURFACING OF 
THE STREETS TO FOLLOW ON FRIDAY JUNE 13, 2025. BEECH AVENUE (CENTER TO 
RANKIN), HEMLOCK AVENUE (EAST TO LEXINGTON) AND MYRTLE AVENUE (MAPLE TO 
DEAD END). ANNUAL NJDEP STORMWATER PERMIT REPORT WAS FILED ON APRIL 30, 2025. 
QUOTES BEING FINALIZED FOR POINT REPAIRS TO SANITARY SEWERS ON SECOND 
AVENUE AND OAK STREET.  
 
Mayor introduced Mr. Renaud and opened up the floor for his presentation. Tonight Mr. Renaud, 
who is our counsel for affordable housing, will give a small overview of the Fair Share Plan that 
has been put together by Harbor Consultants, our affordable housing planners.  I just want to once 
again give a little context.  I have been working with Mr. Mistretta, Mr. Renaud, our Planning 
Board chair Steve Greet, and at the time, Councilwoman Salmon on this possible plan since last 
fall when we received our new affordable housing number.  We worked hard to try and put some 
possibilities together that would work for Garwood the best way possible, given the many 
constraints on municipalities.  This year, Councilman Padusniak joined the committee, and we 
worked to narrow things down as we also got some more clarification about the new affordable 
housing law that passed last year.  We have given the timeline for this plan many times, and the 
jist is it has to be sent to the DCA asap so that we remain in good standing and ward off all of those 
lawsuits from builders groups and developers you have probably heard about from towns that 
haven’t been complying. This plan that is on the table tonight has been publicly online for about a 
month, and hard copies have been available during that time at Borough Hall and in the Public 
Library, and after extensive notification both online and in print, we had the required public 
hearing at the Planning Board on May 28th.  The Planning Board after much discussion during the 
public hearing and of course at previous meetings, unanimously voted for the proposed plan, and 
as we have also said before, the timeline now requires the Council to examine it. Tonight is not a 
public hearing.  However, because I want to make sure everyone has their questions answered, 
following Mr. Renaud’s presentation, the Council will be able to ask Mr. Renaud any questions 
they may still have (though I know there may not be any, given that the Council has already spent 
a lot of time with this plan, speaking with both Mr. Mistretta and Mr. Renaud at previous times  as 
well as watching the Planning Board meeting). Following that, I will allow the public to ask Mr. 
Renaud any further questions they may have as well, sticking to the normal 5-minute comment 
period. 
 
Presentation by Affordable Housing Attorney in support of HEFSP 
 
At conclusion of presentation Mayor opened up the floor for council comments/questions. There 
were none. Floor was then opened up to residents to present any questions or concerns. 
 
Bruce Paterson – 325 Willow Avenue commented on public notice of fair share housing plan and 
sought clarification on present need and round 3 unmet need.  
 
Floor was closed to public comment.  
 
Mr. Renaud addressed Mr. Paterson’s questions and concerns.  
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Reports: 
Report of Borough Attorney – no report 
 
Report of Borough Administrator 
Congratulations to Chief Pridy, Captain Lewis, and Sgt. Czachorowski. I’m looking forward to 
continuing to work with them in their new roles. We are looking to amend the alcohol consumption 
code to allow for serving alcohol beginning at 7 a.m. in restaurants and bars, allowing for brunch 
service and consumption for dine-in only. This change will not allow for the opening of liquor 
stores prior to noon on Sundays. We have been notified that we did not receive the County Capital 
Program grant that we were hoping to use in conjunction with the $92,000 Local Recreation 
Improvement Grant that we did receive. We have 2.5 years to finish the project for the Local 
Recreation grant, so we will look into other potential grants and funding sources and plan to 
complete this project in 2026. We are hiring a new part-time Code Enforcement Officer/Rental 
Property Administrator. Please see the employment opportunities page at Garwood.org for more 
details. I’d like to thank our Finance Department and CFO for another seamless audit—their 
professionalism is exceptional and that is reflected in the audit results annually. 
 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
If I could direct everyone’s attention to the wall here in Chambers, we have some awesome posters 
made by Girl Scout Troop 41108 who are working for their bronze award.  They had to take an world 
issue that they felt strongly about and research it and create posters to get the word out about it.  They 
stopped by today to put them up and they also have them up at the Rec Complex, so make sure to 
take a look there as well. Great job, girls. This weekend, the Borough celebrated CPR/AED 
Awareness Week and looked to celebrate our two outdoor AEDs at the Rec Complex and Hartman 
Park, something I’m really proud we brought to Garwood last year. We intended to hold a wellness 
walk from one park to another and then join with the Aliver Foundation no profit to participate in 
family activities like arts and crafts, a touch a truck with our first responder vehicles and a demo of 
the AEDs.  Unfortunately, the weather didn’t hold out for us and the walk needed to be cancelled but 
I want to thank the Garwood Fire Department, the Garwood Police Department and the Garwood 
First Aid Squad for being a part of the day. It was also great to see some teen ambassadors with the 
Foundation supporting CPR and AED education. Hopefully one day we’ll get that walk in but thank 
you to everyone who organized and participated. Last week, I had a meeting with the Union County 
Safe Streets For All Action Plan Advisory Committee. This is the Committee looking to improve 
roadway safety throughout Union County by developing specific action plans. We went through the 
data about the project prioritization and provided feedback. Please note that only County roads are 
being examined as it is a County project.  There are a huge number of factors and data that go into 
determining which roads to prioritize and we went through those, and they came to the twenty 
corridors that the County may look to prioritize.  Concerning Garwood, South Ave where it routes 
through Cranford, was number 7 on the list.  The next steps will be to finalize priority corridors and 
develop safety strategies for those, possibly many of the ones we’ve spoken about that we use in 
Garwood, including lane edging, rumble strips or intersection daylighting.  The next meeting will be 
scheduled in the late summer/early fall to review the above and coordinate the next round of 
community outreach which will occur after that next APAC meeting in the fall. Which brings us to 
Garwood’s very own Safer Streets Day.  As we spoke of up here before, we will be painting the 
temporary curb bump outs with a flower design on June 21st at 9am.  EZ-Ride will be helping our 
community to paint the design, and Lidl will providing free drinks and snacks, which we truly 
appreciate.  Our Police Department will of course be there making sure everyone is safe but will also 
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be presenting coupons to all kids who bike over and wear a helmet.  So we encourage everyone of 
course, not just kids, to bike over with helmets, or walk over to meet at Borough Hall and we’ll head 
over the block to begin painting! So that is on the 21st, but first, this Saturday, please join the Borough 
at the Library on Saturday June 14th to celebrate Pride! At 11am at the library, we will enjoy a reading 
by Garwood’s own Robb Pearlman, enjoy some rainbow snacks and arts and crafts and we will also 
head outside to chalk the walk!  So come out and show your Pride, all are welcome. We are a little 
more than 1 year away from the 250th anniversary of our amazing country.  A few months ago, we 
passed a resolution to place Garwood as one of the municipalities  that would be a part of the statewide 
group RevolutionNJ that is bringing towns together with ideas and resources for their celebrations.  
We have been added to the group so if you go on RevNJ.org you can see us added there.  We are 
going to be join ing with Cranford for their 4th of July parade, as they have graciously asked us to be 
a part of it, but I would like to mark the celebration of the birthday of our country with some more 
activities. I have asked Councilman Padusniak to head up Garwood’s 250 RevolutionNJ Committee, 
along with Librarian Mary Anne Duffy who will be working with the Committee as well as 
coordinating with our neighboring towns to create a calendar of events in the few months leading up 
to the anniversary.  We will be putting out the word for a few volunteers to work with Councilman 
Padusniak and Mrs. Duffy to come with of great ideas to make this a fun celebration for Garwood.  
Thank you, Councilman for taking this on, looking forward to next year! Lastly, I wanted to give 
some a bit of bad news.  Hate to end on this, but I wanted to let everyone know that unfortunately, 
Garwood did not receive anything from the 6-million-dollar capital project grant that was being 
offered from Union County and State Senator Nick Scutari.  We had applied for it to go towards our 
turf field replacement to help offset the remaining cost after the state’s $92,000 grant that we received 
a few months ago.  I spoke with the County Manager who said nothing was wrong with our 
application, they just chose to give large amounts to some municipalities rather than break it up and 
give some to all of them. He said if another similar grant becomes available, we would be at the top 
to get it, but no word yet on if another will happen next year. Obviously, I expressed my 
disappointment, especially considering that most of the other municipalities in Union County actually 
use the turf field. Given that the state grant allows us two years to use it, we are looking at the 
possibility of putting the replacement off for one more year and looking for another grant opportunity 
to offset what we use from the trust.  There is the possibility of using next years’ infrastructure and/or 
rec grant or seeing if there’s something else out there, we can use.  Council can of course have that 
discussion at a later time.  But I know some of the councilmembers and the public might have seen 
the other towns receiving their checks on social media, and wanted to let you know the status, 
extremely disappointing as it is. 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto 
Thank you, Mayor. Congratulations again to Chief Pridy, Captain Lewis and Sgt. Czachorowski.  I 
also want to express my disappointment at the County for not granting any money to Garwood.  In 
my opinion funds were ample and all municipalities should have benefited.  I hope Garwood is given 
priority with future grants. 
 
Councilman Foley 
Congratulated Chief Pridy, Captain Lewis and Sgt. Czachorowski. Expressed disappointment 
regarding this year’s County capital grant decision. 
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Councilman Kearney 
Thank you, Mayor!  Congratulations to Chief Pridy, Captain Lewis, Sergeant Czachorowski, 
Detective Miller, and our senior officers.  Our new Chief and his team are already in the mix, and 
as Police Commissioner I’m thrilled to welcome everyone to their new roles! I’m also echoing 
your disappointment regarding this year’s County capital grant decision this year. We’re in the 
process of scheduling a Police Committee meeting to move forward on several issues.  In the 
meantime, I’d like to inform the Council and the public that we are in ongoing dialogue with Chief 
Pridy regarding traffic and pedestrian safety, the paid parking program, and ordinance updates 
related to parking and traffic safety.  I encourage everyone to reach out to the Police Chief or our 
Police Committee directly with specific questions or concerns related to matters within the Police 
Department's purview.  It's much easier to effectively address, follow up on, and then hopefully 
resolve most issues through a personal conversation rather than on Facebook comments. 
 
Councilman Lazarow 
Congratulated Chief Pridy, Captain Lewis and Sgt. Czachorowski. Expressed disappointment 
regarding this year’s County capital grant decision. Library will be sending out survey for strategic 
plan for the next 3 years.  
 
Councilman Padusniak 
Congratulated Chief Pridy, Captain Lewis and Sgt. Czachorowski. Expressed disappointment 
regarding this year’s County capital grant decision. 
 
Council President Nolde 
Congratulated Chief Pridy, Captain Lewis and Sgt. Czachorowski. 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on May 22, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilwoman Boto to accept the 
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  RECEIVED AND FILED 

1. Planning Board approved minutes from May 14, 2025 Meeting 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/5_14_2025_PB_MINUTES.pdf  

 
ORDINANCES:   
INTRODUCTION:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Bond Ordinance No. 25-19 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-19  
 

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE 2025 ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/5_14_2025_PB_MINUTES.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/5_14_2025_PB_MINUTES.pdf
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $385,000 TO PAY THE 
COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE A STATE GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE 
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE 
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County 
of Union, New Jersey, as follows: 
 Section 1.  The Borough of Garwood, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey (the 
"Borough"), is hereby authorized to resurface the following roads in the Borough as the 2025 Road 
Improvement Project (including tree planting and storm and sanitary sewer, sidewalk, curb and 
driveway apron improvements, where necessary): 
  East Street (from South Avenue to Myrtle Avenue) 
  New Street (from Myrtle Avenue to Rankin Avenue) 
  Walnut Street (from North Avenue to Third Avenue) 
Depending upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval by the 
Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the above list.  Said improvements 
shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor.  It is hereby 
determined and stated that said roads being improved are of "Class B" or equivalent construction 
as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes 
Annotated, as amended; the "Local Bond Law"). 
 Section 2.  The sum of $385,000 is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of 
making the improvements described in Section 1 of this ordinance (hereinafter referred to as 
"purpose").  Said appropriation shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized 
and the State grant appropriated by this ordinance.  No down payment is required pursuant to the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:2-11(c) because this ordinance involves a project to be funded by a 
State grant.  Said improvements shall be made as general improvements and no part of the cost 
thereof shall be assessed against property specially benefited. 
 Section 3.  It is hereby determined and stated that (1) the making of such improvements is 
not a current expense of said Borough, and (2) it is necessary to finance said purpose by the 
issuance of obligations of said Borough pursuant to the Local Bond Law, and (3) the estimated 
cost of said purpose is $385,000, and (4) $346,690 of said sum is to be provided by a State grant 
hereinafter appropriated, and (5) the estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes necessary to 
be issued for said purpose is $38,310, and (6) the cost of such purpose, as hereinbefore stated, 
includes the aggregate amount of $41,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost 
of such purpose, including architect's fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal 
expenses and other expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by 
Section 20 of the Local Bond Law. 
 Section 4.  It is hereby determined and stated that the sum of $346,690 received or to be 
received as a grant from the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation is hereby 
appropriated to the payment of the cost of such purpose. 
 Section 5.  To finance said purpose, bonds of said Borough of an aggregate principal 
amount not exceeding $38,310 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  
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Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the 
limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this 
ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter adopted. 
 Section 6.  To finance said purpose, bond anticipation notes of said Borough of an 
aggregate principal amount not exceeding $38,310 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to 
the Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In the event that bonds are 
issued pursuant to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be issued 
shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal amount of the bonds so issued.  If the 
aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any 
time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section, the moneys raised by the issuance of said 
bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of such notes 
then outstanding. 
 Section 7.  Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated on 
or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall 
bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed 
by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and within limitations prescribed by the 
Local Bond Law.  Each of said notes shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and 
shall be under the seal of said Borough and attested by the Borough Clerk.  Said officers are hereby 
authorized to execute said notes and to issue said notes in such form as they may adopt in 
conformity with law.  The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not 
determined by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief 
Financial Officer who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time to time 
in the manner provided by law. 
 Section 8.  It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness of said 
purpose, according to its reasonable life, is a period of ten years computed from the date of said 
bonds. 
 Section 9.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement 
required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk 
of said Borough, and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said Borough, as 
defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased by this ordinance by $38,310 and that 
the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this ordinance will be within all debt limitations 
prescribed by said Local Bond Law. 
 Section 10.  Any funds received from private parties, the County of Union, the State of 
New Jersey or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or 
any of its agencies in aid of such purpose (other than the State grant hereinbefore appropriated 
which shall be applied to the cost of such purpose, but shall not be applied to the payment of 
outstanding bond anticipation notes and the reduction of the amount of bonds authorized), shall be 
applied to the payment of the cost of such purpose, or, if bond anticipation notes have been issued, 
to the payment of the bond anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purpose 
shall be reduced accordingly. 
 Section 11.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this 
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the 
Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as 
approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough 
Clerk and is available for public inspection. 
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 Section 12.  The Borough intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the 
improvements described in Section 1 of this bond ordinance.  If the Borough incurs such costs 
prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Borough hereby states its reasonable expectation to 
reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the maximum 
principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.    
 Section 13.  The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual 
payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said 
obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Borough, and the Borough 
shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Borough for the payment 
of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount. 
 Section 14.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof after 
final passage.  

 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Council President Nolde to introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-19. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair – No report 
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair 
The Garwood Fire Department have successfully passed the facility inspection and are now 
recognized as a Tier 2 Training Facility by the New Jersey Division of Fire Safety. This designation 
allows the GFD to conduct state-recognized training in-house, increasing accessibility and reducing 
long-term costs while enhancing the quality and consistency of firefighter education within the 
department. Additionally, obtaining this recognition now opens the door to the department having 
access to New Jersey Division of Fire Safety and National Fire Academy courses that we can host in 
house to better train our department. This means that the GFD will now be able to train members on 
topics that they may not otherwise had the capability of attending throughout the state or country. So 
far, GFD members have collectively logged approximately 450 hours of training, with an estimated 
$2,000 spent out-of-pocket by the firefighters themselves. These investments—both in time and 
personal expense—are making a meaningful impact on our GFD individual members and 
strengthening the department as a whole. In addition to regular monthly training, several members 
have stepped up to coordinate and conduct in-house training sessions almost weekly. This 
commitment has greatly enhanced the Garwood Fire Department readiness and teamwork. From 
January 1 to now, members have participated in approximately 40 hours of additional department 
training and familiarization. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair – No report.  
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PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
Thank you, Mayor, In addition to their reoccurring activities, the DPW performed the following 
duties: Setup and take down tables and chairs at the Sports Complex for numerous Recreation 
activities and events. Clean up the common areas around the Municipal Complex. Mow, trim and 
maintain all municipal owned properties and parks on a weekly basis. Water the flowers and weed 
the street side pots throughout the Borough as needed. Continue to perform street sweeping operations 
in accordance with the annual Public Works Schedule. Perform shade tree pruning and elevating in 
various areas of the Borough. Prepare the downtown business district (between South and Willow 
Avenue) for the annual Garwood Rocks event by completing the following: Weed and trim the 
sidewalk and paver areas. Prune the bushes and landscaping in front of the municipal complex. Blow 
out and sweep both municipal parking lots. Install new mulch around the Borough shade trees. Pickup 
and return road closure and event barricades. Provide Public Works assistance for the Garwood Rocks 
event as follows: Sweep Center Street including the intersections of all connecting streets before and 
after the event. Place road closure and event barricades,  porta-johns and portable trash receptacles.  
Empty garbage receptacles throughout the event. Provide assistance to the Westfield Area Chamber 
of Commerce personnel before, during and after the event. Take down the Garwood Rocks streetside 
light pole banners. I realize this is detailed, but the DPW works very hard and I want to make sure 
everyone is aware of what they are doing. As a reminder once again, garbage on the North Side will 
not be picked up on Friday, June 20th . It was noted that Juneteenth was added to the calendar after 
the schedule was distributed. Thank you. 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
Thank you, Mayor.  To start, I have the monthly activity report. The Garwood Police Department has 
recorded 2511 calls during May 2025. These calls include, but are not limited to: •383 motor vehicle 
stops (this is again an incredible number of stops, averaging out to 12 stops per day every day for the 
entire month), • 46 parking complaints, • 128 fixed traffic posts (Radar, Stop Sign, Distracted 
Driving), • 314 building/property checks, • 37 medical assists, • 98 community policing posts, • 37 
walking posts, • 25 suspicious persons/vehicles investigated, • 12 criminal investigations. The 
Garwood Police Department would like to remind drivers to stay vigilant and to keep an eye out for 
increased bicycles and pedestrians now that warmer weather is upon us. Additionally, as some may 
have observed at Garwood Rocks this year, Chief Pridy has reinstated a bicycle patrol, which will be 
overseen by Sgt. Czachorowski.  Officers Shucai and Coulibaly have recently graduated from a 
rigorous, week-long Bike Patrol school and are hitting the streets on our brand-new patrol E-Bikes.  
Chief Pridy was able to obtain these E-Bikes at no cost to the Borough, as they were generously 
donated by Willie Ruiz, the owner of Premier Collision on North Avenue, resident and business 
owner Lou Turco of the Camera Police, and Hilltop Bicycles on Eastman Street in Cranford.  This 
program would not have been possible without these generous donors, so please join me in thanking 
them all for helping make Garwood a safer place!  Our newly certified bike officers will be out doing 
community policing, enforcing laws, and educating the public.  So, when you see them, stop and say 
hello.  If you’re under the age of 18 and operating your bicycle safely and with a helmet, you might 
get a special kind of ticket from them! 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
First: A BIG THANK YOU to those that came out and helped out with the Memorial Day 
Ceremony that took place a few weeks ago. Thank you to Katya Lysak for organizing a meaningful 
remembrance ceremony and volunteers from the recreation committee for helping to decorate and 
set up, cook and serve the food, and break down at the end of the event. Recreation: ●Summer 
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camp starts June 23rd!There are lots of new activities this year! The $155 per child price continues 
until June 15th after which the price will go up. A parent meeting for registered participants is on 
Tuesday, June 17th at 7 pm at Borough Hall. US Sports Group Youth Soccer Classes – runs from 
July 12th through August 16th for ages 1.5 to 7. Six-week program. Register at 
www.garwoodrec.com.  Historical – no report. Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture: GPAC 
is presenting a group abstract art project entitled “Garwood Celebrates Pride”.  More than 20 
Garwood artists created square abstract art tiles using black, white, and the colors of the rainbow 
in honor of Pride Month. The tiles were collected and assembled by members of GPAC into one 
large work on display at the Garwood Public Library through June. 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
The Summer Reading Program is under way –Our Summer Events include: ice cream parties, 
scavenger hunts, and fun programs. You could also have a chance to win 4 tickets to Great 
Adventure, the American Dream Mall’s Legoland Discovery Center, or the Sea Life New Jersey 
Aquarium. Registration begins today. Pick up your summer reading packet today. Registration will 
be accepted through July 23, 2025. June 14 at 11 am – Pride Party – Join the library for a Pride 
party! Chalk the walk-in front of the library followed by a visit by New York Times bestselling 
author and local resident, author Robb Pearlman reading from one of his books. June 24 at 11 am 
– Color our Community Storytime -  Enjoy a story and bubbles, then help color and create part of 
a collaborative cardboard community! Limit 16. June 25 at 1 pm – Magic Show: Join Muscle Man 
Mike for a Space Adventure and some non-stop magic. Registration required. Limit 30. June 26 at 
2 pm - Summer Reading Opening Party: Join us for a Summer Reading Kick Off event in the 
library parking lot with giveaways and ice cream from the SCREAM TRUCK. This event is open 
to those who are registered for summer reading. Registration required. Limit 40. 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Garwood Board of Education’s next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 17th. 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
At our last meeting, I updated the Club on the different events going on Garwood, including a brief 
overview of the affordable housing plan that we will be voting on tonight.  We had lunch, followed 
by bingo.  Our next meeting is on June 19th at 12 pm at the Knights of Columbus. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney – No report. 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley – No report. 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The next Planning Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 25th. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:   
Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for May, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_May_2025.pdf  
 

http://www.garwoodrec.com/
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_May_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_May_2025.pdf


Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
June 12, 2025 
Page 12 of 21  

 
Property Maintenance/Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for May, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/CodeEnforcementReport5.2025.pdf  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept 
Officer’s reports. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the 
microphone, and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 

1. John Pritchart – 410 Spruce Avenue – We need to support our police, fire and rescue 
squads.  We need them in times of emergency.  Need to also back our military.  During 
Vietnam, three men from Garwood lost their lives. 

 
2. Bruce Paterson – 325 Willow Avenue – Included a tribute to Shirley, noted the upcoming 

250th anniversary celebration, and discussed the audit review, with inquiries made 
regarding any proposed recommendations 
 

3. Laura Thompson – 320 Pine Avenue – Requested an update on TVing activities for both 
the North and South sides. Inquired about the allocation of the $150 sewer fees. Sought 
clarification on the purpose of the Sustainable PSEG grant. Also raised questions regarding 
recent resolutions establishing new positions, requesting more detailed descriptions of 
those roles. 

 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to close public 
comment. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
The Mayor and Council addressed the concerns raised, emphasizing their ongoing commitment to 
transparency. No recommendations resulted from the audit review. Questions related to sewer fees 
were raised and responded to in full. While the South Side has undergone partial TVing, the North 
Side was completed in sections corresponding with paving schedules. The Sustainable PSEG grant 
will be allocated toward the development of bike lanes. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/CodeEnforcementReport5.2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/CodeEnforcementReport5.2025.pdf
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-119 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING GRANT FROM SUSTAINABLE JERSEY GRANT 

APPLICATION 
 

WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of life for its residents by 
ensuring that its environmental, economic and social objectives are balanced and mutually 
supportive; and 
 

WHEREAS, Borough of Garwood strives to save tax dollars, assure clean land, air and 
water, improve working and living environments; and 
 

WHEREAS, Borough of Garwood participated in the 2025 Sustainable Jersey grants 
Program funded by PSEG and is received the amount of $10,000; and  
 

WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Sustainable Jersey Program is to provide resources 
to municipalities to make progress on sustainability issues, and they have created a grant program 
called the Sustainable Jersey Small Grants Program; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough of Garwood is planning to use 
the $10,000 for bike lanes and pedestrian improvements on Center Street. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Garwood’s Governing Body of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, authorizes the acceptance of the aforementioned 
Sustainable Jersey Grant. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-120 
 

CHAPTER 159 BUDGET INSERTION – 2025 CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT 
 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any County or Municipality when such items shall have been made available by law and the 
amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for 
equal amount; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood 
hereby requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of 
revenue in the budget of the year 2025 in the sum of $11,799.92 which item is now available as a 
revenue from the 2025 CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT PROGRAM, in the amount of 
$11,799.92. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $11,799.92 is hereby appropriated under 
the caption of “2025 CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT PROGRAM”. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-121 

 
APPOINTMENT OF PART TIME DPW LABORER – M. WELLS 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood previously adopted Resolution  

No. 25-118; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend the effective date of said resolution to reflect a 

revised start date of May 27, 2025; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, 

County of Union, State of New Jersey, that Mark Wells is hereby appointed as a Part-Time 
Probationary Laborer in the Department of Public Works, effective May 27, 2025, at an hourly 
rate of $20.00, contingent upon the successful completion of all required pre-employment 
screenings and subject to the terms and conditions set forth in the Memorandum of Agreement 
executed on April 1, 2025. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mr. Wells shall serve a probationary period of one year 
from the effective date of appointment. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-122 
 

CHAPTER 159 BUDGET INSERTION – 2025 UNION COUNTY INFRASTRUCTURE 
AND MUNICIPAL AID GRANT PROGRAM  

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 

Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any County or Municipality when such items shall have been made available by law and the 
amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for 
equal amount; and 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood 
hereby requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of 
revenue in the budget of the year 2025 in the sum of $39,000 which item is now available as a 
revenue from the 2025 UNION COUNTY INFRASTRUCTURE AND MUNICIPAL AID 
GRANT PROGRAM, in the amount of $39,000. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $39,000 is hereby appropriated under 
the caption of “2025 UNION COUNTY INFRASTRUCTURE AND MUNICIPAL AID GRANT 
PROGRAM”. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-123 

 
APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT MUNICIPAL TREASURER 

 
WHEREAS, Amy Rivera currently serves as Accounting/Payroll Clerk; and 

 
WHEREAS, there is a vacancy in the position of Assistant Municipal Treasurer; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor has appointed Amy Rivera for the position of Assistant Municipal 

Treasurer; and  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, 
County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoints Amy Rivera, effective  
June 1, 2025 to the new position of Assistant Municipal Treasurer; and  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the  salary for Amy Rivera 
shall be $69,500 annually effective June 1, 2025.  The $69,500 salary includes the prior stipends 
which Amy Rivera previously received for performing additional duties. Amy Rivera will no 
longer be afforded the prior stipends.  However, Amy Rivera will continue performing the 
additional duties associated with those stipends. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-124 
 

APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT MUNICIPAL TREASURER 
 

WHEREAS, Janice Farrell currently serves as Accounts Payable Clerk/Code Enforcement 
Clerk; and 
 

WHEREAS, there is a vacancy in the position of Assistant Municipal Treasurer; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor has appointed Janice Farrell for the position of Assistant 
Municipal Treasurer; and  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, 
County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoints Janice Farrell, effective  
June 1, 2025 to the new position of Assistant Municipal Treasurer; and  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the salary for Janice Farrell 
shall be $68,000 annually effective June 1, 2025. The $68,0000 salary includes the prior stipends 
which Janice Farrell previously received for performing additional duties. Janice Farrell will no 
longer be afforded the prior stipends.  However, Janice Farrell will continue performing the 
additional duties associated with those stipends.  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Janice Farrell will be afforded 
with two (2) additional vacation days (14 hours) per annum added to her yearly total vacation leave 
time bank.  However, the two (2) additional vacation days added to her yearly total leave time 
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bank will immediately cease upon Janice Farrell reaching her 11th year of service for purposes of 
vacation leave time. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-125 
 

REVIEW OF AUDIT BY GOVERNING BODY 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have 
made an annual audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2024 has been filed by a Registered 
Municipal Accountant with the Municipal Clerk as per the requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:5-6, and 
a copy has been received by each member of the governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey is authorized to prescribe 
reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs, as per R.S. 52:27BB-34; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated a regulation requiring that the 
governing body of each municipality shall by resolution certify to the Local Finance Board of the 
State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the 
sections of the annual audit entitled: 
 

• General Comments 
• Recommendations; and as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the 

governing body; and 
 

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no 
later than forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, as per the regulations of the Local 
Finance Board; and 
 

WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized 
themselves with, at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of 
New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local 
Finance Board; and 
 

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the promulgation's of the Local Finance Board of the 
State of New Jersey may subject the member of the local governing body to the penalty provisions 
of R.S. 52:27BB-52 - to wit:  
 

R.S. 52:27BB-52 - "A local officer or member of a local governing body 
who, after a date fixed for compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of 
the director (Director of Local Government Services), under the provisions 
of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may 
be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for 
not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit his office." 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing body of the Borough of 

Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby states that it has complied with the 
promulgation of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey dated July 30, 1968 and does 
hereby submit a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show 
evidence of said compliance. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-126 
 

APPOINTING DEPUTY REGISTRAR – M. HELCK 
 

WHEREAS, Mollie Helck currently serves as Administrative Assistant in the Borough 
Administration Office; and  

 
WHEREAS, there is a vacancy in the position of part-time Deputy Registrar; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor has appointed Mollie Helck for the additional position of part-

time Deputy Registrar; and  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, 
County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoints Mollie Helck as part-time Deputy 
Registrar, effective June 13, 2025. 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mollie Helck shall be 

afforded a pensionable stipend of $250 for the additional position of part-time Deputy Registrar. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-127 
 

RESIGNATION OF MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COORDINATOR 
 

WHEREAS, Patricia Vazquez submitted correspondence dated April 25, 2025, advising 
that she is resigning from her position as Municipal Alliance Coordinator with the Borough of 
Garwood; and  
 

WHEREAS, Ms. Vazquez has advised that her resignation shall be effective  
June 30, 2025. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 
Borough of Garwood as follows: 
 

1) The Borough of Garwood hereby accepts and relies upon the April 25, 2025 
correspondence informing of resignation from Ms. Vazquez. 
 

2) Effective June 30, 2025, Patricia Vazquez shall have resigned from her position as 
Municipal Alliance Coordinator with the Borough of Garwood.  
  

3) This resolution puts the Borough Administrator on notice to immediately process 
this resignation. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-128 

 
APPOINTMENT OF MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COORDINATOR 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 

of New Jersey, hereby appoint Mollie Helck as Municipal Alliance Coordinator, effective  
July 1, 2025 in accordance with the Municipal Alliance Grant Fiscal year July 1, 2025 through 
June 30, 2026 at annual stipend of $1,419. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-129 
 

RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE 2025 HOUSING ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE 
PLAN 

 
WHEREAS, on March 20, 2024, the Governor approved L. 2024, c. 2, which amended 

the Fair Housing Act, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301, et seq., with respect to municipalities’ affordable 
housing obligations and including the fourth round affordable housing obligations covering the 
period July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2035, and provided that, pursuant to the formulas and process 
established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27D-304.2 and 52:27D-304.3, as amended, a municipality is 
authorized to seek approval of its fair share affordable housing obligation, adopted pursuant to 
binding resolution and then filed with the Court, with the guidance of calculations published by 
the Department of Community Affairs; and  

 
WHEREAS, the process so established is being implemented, in accordance with 

Administrative Directive #14-24 of the Administrative Director of the Courts, through the filing 
of an action in the form of a Declaratory Judgment Complaint and Civil Case Information 
Statement in the county in which the municipality is located; and 

 
WHEREAS, on January 27, 2025, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood 

adopted Resolution Number 25-41, which determined Garwood’s fourth round present need and 
prospective need fair share affordable housing obligations as thirty-one units and eighty units, 
respectively, and directed the filing of a declaratory judgment action; and  

 
WHEREAS, on January 28, 2025, the Borough of Garwood (“Borough”) filed a 

declaratory judgment action under Docket No. UNN-L-000359-25 with the Superior Court of New 
Jersey, Union County (“the DJ action”) seeking to declare its Housing Element and Fair Share 
Plan (HEFSP) as being constitutionally compliant, and seeking protection and repose against 
exclusionary zoning litigation for a ten (10) year period; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Superior Court of New Jersey has ordered that municipalities that have 

filed declaratory judgment actions must file updated HEFSPs that address their affordable housing 
obligations as calculated by their respective municipal experts by June 30, 2025; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough’s affordable housing consultant, Michael Mistretta, PP, Harbor 

Consultants, has prepared an HEFSP that addresses the Borough’s affordable housing obligation (the 
“2025 HEFSP”); and  

 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
June 12, 2025 
Page 19 of 21  

 
WHEREAS, after conducting a public hearing on May 28, 2025, after giving public notice 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-13 on the proposed amendment of the Master Plan of the Borough of 
Garwood to include the proposed 2025 HEFSP, the Planning Board determined to adopt said 2025 
HEFSP and to recommend that the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood endorse the 2025 
HEFSP; and 

 
WHEREAS, where all ordinances implementing the HEFSP have not been adopted prior 

to seeking judicial approval of the HEFSP, the aforementioned Directive #14-24 requires that a 
resolution of the Governing Body endorsing the HEFSP be adopted; and  

 
WHEREAS, a true copy of the Resolution of the Planning Board adopting the 2025 HEFSP 

is attached hereto; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body desires to endorse the 2025 HEFSP adopted by the 

Planning Board as an amendment to the Master Plan of the Borough of Garwood; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body reserves the right to amend the 2025 HEFSP, if necessary, 

in accordance with the procedures established in Administrative Directive #14-24; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that the Borough Council hereby endorses the 
2025 HEFSP that has been adopted by the Planning Board of the Borough of Garwood; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Council agrees to implement the 2025 

HEFSP by adopting the necessary ordinances and resolutions; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, Borough Administrator, and Borough 

Clerk, together with all other officers, professionals and employees of the Borough are hereby 
authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to effectuate the purposes of this 
Resolution; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-130 

 
CHAPTER 159 BUDGET INSERTION – 2025 SUSTAINABLE JERSEY PSEG GRANT 

PROGRAM 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of 
any County or Municipality when such items shall have been made available by law and the 
amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for 
equal amount; and 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood 

hereby requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of 
revenue in the budget of the year 2025 in the sum of $10,000.00 which item is now available as a 
revenue from the 2025 SUSTAINABLE JERSEY PSEG GRANT PROGRAM, in the amount of 
$10,000.00. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $10,000.00 is hereby appropriated under 
the caption of “2025 SUSTAINABLE JERSEY PSEG GRANT PROGRAM”. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Discussion:  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  NONE 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed 
and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt 
Payment of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE    Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  NONE 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on June 26, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in 
Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 

https://garwood.org/gb_notices
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A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Councilman Lazarow to adjourn.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Time:8:44 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
 
Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Borough Clerk 


