
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
May 22, 2025 

 
Time: 7:00 pm 
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  Present 
Councilwoman Boto  Present  Councilman Lazarow  Present 
Councilman Foley  Present  Councilman Padusniak Present 
Councilman Kearney  Present  Council President Nolde Absent 
 
Also, Present staff and professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Doug Stoffer, Chief of Police 
Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk 
 
First Order of Business: 

• Honor Police Chief Doug Stoffer’s years of service 
This is obviously a really bittersweet moment for all of us up here. Chief Stoffer is the second 
Chief of Police I’ve worked with, but the one I’ve worked with predominantly as Mayor.  And as 
I’m sure he’ll tell you, that means we talk a lot. So, this will be a big change for all of us here 
however, what I can say, and I know I speak for the whole Council, is while Chief Stoffer will be 
sorely missed, he very much deserves his well-earned rest, as he has done some amazing things in 
the Garwood Police Department and truly made an impact on our Borough. Chief Stoffer was hired 
here in Garwood in 2000.  He’s held every rank in the department here, having been Sgt, Lt and 
Captain and was made Chief in 2023. He is also a member of the Union County Emergency 
Response Team where he was selected for the SWAT team back in 2002.  Chief Stoffer has been 
involved in hundreds of SWAT activations.  From hostage rescue to high-risk search and arrest 
warrant service, to dignitary protection detail, he has put himself on the line time and time again.  
Most notably, Chief Stoffer was a part of the George Bush presidential inauguration security in 
DC in 2005 and in 2016 and 17, he was a part of the team responsible for transporting and guarding 
terrorist Ahmad Rahimi. His work with SWAT is something I know he takes great pride in, and 
it’s something we here in Garwood are equally proud of and grateful for. Here in Garwood, as 
Chief of Police, he has implemented some major changes in the Department and implemented 
several successful programs.  When he took over, Chief Stoffer began working right away to 
engage with the efficiency of the department’s scheduling, greatly decreasing overtime and helping 
save our residents a significant amount of taxpayer dollars over the past two years.  He has 
championed new technologies that have made the department’s work more efficient and less time 
consuming, allowing them to be out on the street more, as well as making everyone safer. And 
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when he was asked by Council to tackle speeding and increase traffic stops, he worked with our 
officers to make that happen, with our department breaking new records each month. These 
changes have happened because he is a role model and a mentor to the officers, something they 
themselves have told me. And what can’t be overlooked is perhaps his most significant 
accomplishment: the Department’s new Accreditation through the NJ State Association Chiefs of 
Police.  This was a two-year long process that I know truly tested Chief Stoffer as he was not only 
working to get this accreditation on a small-town budget, but with staffing challenges as well.  But 
each day as he would give me the updates, I could tell just how much accomplishing this would 
mean to him.  Because he knew just how good it would be for Garwood, and I know this town, 
where he has raised his two children means a lot to him. So, he never stopped working on the 
accreditation and this past March we were all rewarded with his hard work. So Chief, we thank 
you.  We thank you for always thinking outside the box. We thank you for all the many hours you 
put in above and beyond.  We thank you for caring about the residents of this town. I know that 
your work ethic and your love of Garwood will continue on in the rest of our officers in the 
Department.  I know you’ve instilled them with all they need to take the torch from here. So, enjoy 
your much-deserved retirement. Michelle, Michael and Gabriella, enjoys having your husband and 
dad back. And no worries, Chief, we won’t let you be a stranger. 
 

• Proclamation Honoring the Mayor’s Induction into the 2025 ALJAAHS Hall of Fame 
for her outstanding volunteer service 

Mayor Blumenstock was honored with a proclamation presented by Councilwoman Boto in 
recognition of her many years of dedicated volunteer service. 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Attorney – none 
 
Report of Borough Administrator 
We have received an analysis regarding health insurance costs from our broker, which 
demonstrates that the Borough is saving $13,019.80 per month by utilizing the Bergen Municipal 
Employee Benefits Fund as opposed to the State Health Benefits Plan. This was just for active 
members, which means that savings would be even greater if retired members were included. Even 
with the recently supplemental assessment, which adds $2,643.10 to our monthly costs for a period 
of 36 months, the savings is more than $10,000 per month, approximately $124,500 per year, just 
for active health insurance members. We are still looking into other options such as direct 
insurance from insurers, just to see how those costs compare. We have been completing repairs at 
the Athletic Field Complex, but most of the work has been completed and we should have the 
building back to normal within days. The county said they will be responding to our capital grant 
request for the turf field by early June, so hopefully we know how to move forward with that 
project in time for our June 12 meeting. Lastly, wishing Chief Stoffer all the best in his retirement. 
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Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
We have quite a bit of events coming up here in Garwood. Garwood Rocks is of course June 1st.  
Center Street and side streets off of Center will be closed. There will be some great bands, food 
vendors, town depts and committee tables, bounce houses and activities for the kids and of course the 
beer garden. Please come out and let your friends know about the date, it is always a great time. Then 
on June 7th, come on out to the Small Town Big Heart Wellness Walk: From AED to AED at 1pm.  
We’ll be starting at the Rec Center and going to Hartman Park to celebrate Garwood’s outdoor AEDs. 
Then following the walk, the Aliver Foundation will have a variety of activities including a Touch-
A-Truck featuring our First Responder Departments, crafts and an AED/CPR demonstration.  We are 
proud that we were able to install these AEDs at our parks, as safety is our number one priority and 
we are happy to celebrate AED/CPR Week with everyone. We’d love if everyone could pre-register 
at garwoodrec.com just to help with planning purposes.  We’ll see you on June 7th. On June 14th, the 
Borough in conjunction with the Garwood Public Library, will celebrate Pride Month with arts and 
crafts, and a reading by local author Robb Pearlman.  Join us at 11am at the library where we will 
also “chalk the walk” outside of the library. It will be a great event for families of all ages. Then on 
June 21 at 9am, join us for Safer Streets Day.  We’ll be meeting outside at Borough Hall and walking 
over to the intersection of Center and Willow to join EZ Ride volunteers and help paint a temporary 
curb bump out.  Lincoln School students and Garwood’s Senior Club were surveyed for their choice 
of design and the winner is…. Flowers!  I want to invite the whole community to come and paint; 
make sure to wear clothes and shoes that can get dirty of course. Again, this event is funded through 
a NJTPA grant secured by EZ Ride, and we thank them for helping us make our streets safer. Though 
we are always grateful for our first responders and those who work to serve our residents, the month 
of May is when we can officially celebrate them.  International Firefighters Day, National Police 
Week, EMS Week and Public Works Week fall in May and so I just want to take this moment to 
thank all of the departments for their hard work and devotion to our Borough.  We owe you all many 
thanks. A special shout out to a certain Clerk Ms. Patricia Vazquez. It was municipal clerk’s week 
this month. So, everybody deserves a celebration around here. They do a great job. So, thank you! 
Lastly, I want to just touch on the sewer bills that the Borough sent out last week. I want residents to 
know that we understand this is a big change and everyone’s feelings and opinions on this do not go 
unnoticed or ignored. I know Mr. Arthur has been answering a lot of questions about it this week, as 
have I and the other Councilmembers, from the technical bill payment side of it, to the reasoning 
behind it. And we are happy to continue having those discussions, as we have for some time. I just 
wanted to clarify a few things. We are not just doing this because other towns are.  I know residents 
will say, this is Garwood not Westfield or Clark, you don’t have to do what Westfield does.  And that 
is true. Garwood is very unique and the truth is we can’t always do what Westfield or Clark or 
Cranford or any other Union County town does simply because of our small size.  But as I’ve said up 
here before, even though we are unique we are still impacted by many of the same stressors as our 
surrounding towns.  We share similarly aging sewer systems. And when we put in that comparison, 
to show you how other towns have handled it, it is to show you not only that we experience many of 
the same things, but that we take great effort in Garwood to make any financial impact on our residents 
as minimal as possible. For many years, creating a separate sewer collection was kicked down the 
road by Councils of the past, including ones I participated in. This Council felt it could no longer do 
that, and so despite the backlash they knew they’d get, they chose, after over a year of discussion, to 
do what they thought was best for the town.  Regardless of your opinion on this, I think we can’t deny 
that the Councilmembers obviously feel it is in the best interests for Garwood’s future sewer solvency. 
And if anyone doubts the reason these members become elected officials, if anyone ever thinks we 
do for any reason other than to benefit their community, you just have to look at this instance. Now I 
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know that the fun tabloid FB headlines are that the Democrats go on spending sprees and that this 
money will be used to just buy something that we want.  And yes, that makes for fun trolling. But I 
ask you, with all of the transparency surrounding our budgets and our capital projects has there ever 
been any sort of spending spree?  And how would with all of the transparency we provide would we 
ever be able to just “use” this money in some nefarious way?  We are not allowed by law to spend on 
anything that we have not budgeted for. So, you all know where your money is going each year. I 
think we overall can agree that proactive repairs to the sewers and being able to fairly cover the RVSA 
increases is a good thing for Garwood. Now I know in this world, there seems to be a fee for 
everything.  I feel it too.  For many years Garwood was able to survive without doing some of these 
things and increasing fees.  But as I have seen over my tenure here, and not only for Garwood but for 
many small towns, there is a need to play a little catch up so that we can continue not only survive 
but thrive. Now yes, the Council could have continued to raise it in the taxes each year, but the reality 
is that our redevelopments do have PILOTS.  PILOTS that were created through bi-partisanship I 
would add. And the fact is that with PILOTS there is no direct contribution to the sewer system.  
Bringing it out of the taxes allows for that and with Paperboard coming in the near future, this was 
more important to begin now than ever.  Some have talked about how future councils might go and 
spend this money willy-nilly which I say then you’re not electing the right leaders, but with all of the 
transparency we provide you will be able to hold elected officials accountable as you should.  I also 
say that as we move forward creating a utility should be something that the Council continues 
discussion on.  It will take some long-term planning, but I think it is doable in time. 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto 
I also want to thank Chief Stoffer for his years of service. Your commitment to excellence has 
certainly raised the bar for the Department. Congratulations on your retirement. You will be missed. 
I wish you the best in all your future. As to sewer fees. I understand how frustrating it can be. We met 
in finance and looked at other towns and came up with what we thought was reasonable.  
 
Councilman Foley 
Shared a personal reflection with Chief Stoffer, expressing admiration for his steadfast dedication to 
the town. Spoke of his quiet confidence in leadership—an inspiring quality that has left a lasting 
impression. His presence will be deeply missed. Also offered comments regarding the fairness of 
sewer fees, emphasizing the importance of ensuring they remain equitable and in the best interest of 
our residents. 
 
Councilman Kearney 
Thank you, Mayor!  Tonight, I will comment on the outstanding service of our outgoing Chief of 
Police, Doug Stoffer.  I have enjoyed serving on the Police Committee, initially as a member and now 
as the Police Commissioner for the last two years.  Chief Stoffer is an excellent partner to the Borough 
and this Council, who has fully delivered on a passion we happen to share: Leave things better than 
you found them whenever you can.  And he has. This Chief, taking some “old school,” with how 
officers conduct patrols and follow up investigations, stepped-up presence and engagement at both 
community events and during the day-to-day work of policing, and blending it with the “new school” 
of updated standard operating procedures and technology employed to support the mission of your 
officers, has set a high standard for the incoming command staff.  I do not doubt that what you have 
set in motion with the Garwood Police Department over these past few years will be continued and 
further improved upon by the many fine supervisors and officers you are leaving behind. So, Chief 
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Stoffer, I thank you for your dedicated service to Garwood and the citizens of Union County over 
your many years with Union County SWAT.  You will be missed, but you left it better than you found 
it, and both your officers and the residents of Garwood owe you a debt of gratitude for that.  Enjoy 
your last few wake-ups! Regarding the sewer fee, I do think a utility may be the way to go in the 
future, but for right now, we are where we are. A core responsibility of serving on this Council is 
acting as a conduit of information from the Borough to the public and representing the public's voice 
in Borough affairs.  Another core responsibility is gathering information, conducting our research, 
and carrying out necessary fact-finding before engaging in discussions and finally making decisions.  
We can’t go back in time and change a prior Council’s decision, and we generally can’t bind a future 
Council to any of our choices.  Times change, new information comes to light, and Council members 
come and go. We must act on the information we have before us and make the best decisions possible 
in the interest of the Borough.  Council members also cannot knowingly underfund any part of the 
municipal budget, as state law requires full funding, or we can be held personally liable as individuals.  
Another aspect of our job is to listen to everyone.  Each person here tonight is entitled to their opinion 
and has the right to address the Mayor and Council during public comment.  Still, I encourage 
residents here tonight with concerns, comments, or questions regarding the new sewer fee to listen to 
the Mayor and Council’s explanation of why it’s needed, how it’s different from the regular property 
tax, and why the decision was made to implement a flat fee instead of a usage-based fee for residential 
units.  I believe we’ve made the right call on this topic, and while I know some may listen tonight and 
still disagree, I hope everyone does so while keeping in mind the Council and our professionals are 
doing what we think is best for Garwood now and in the future. Finally, I’d also like to address a 
recent letter to the governing body regarding formalizing a joint committee on redevelopment 
between this Council, the Planning Board, and the Board of Education.  Mayor Blumenstock and I 
have had ongoing communications and meetings with the school district since 2024.  We have 
discussed BOE representation regarding redevelopment in Garwood, even though we have had BOE 
representation in ad hoc working groups of similar composition over the years that both of us have 
been involved in as Council Members.  While I strongly reject portions of this letter, specifically 
where it single outs specific children as “costing the district money”, which is patently offensive to 
me as the parent of a child with an IEP, asserts that current or former Councils are being 
“parsimonious” with revenue sharing, or proposes the illegal concept that the Borough could 
surcharge a developer for each school-age resident in future PILOT agreements, I do want to ensure 
the public this is already on our radar screen, it has been for some time, and that I would like to see 
more BOE involvement and robust revenue sharing from state-mandated redevelopment through 
either local or state legislative action in the 4th Round of affordable housing.  Thank you. 
 
Councilman Lazarow 
Extended congratulations to Chief Stoffer for his exemplary service to the Borough of Garwood. 
Highlighted his strong follow-through and effective implementation of initiatives, which have 
positively impacted the community. Additionally, provided context and background regarding the 
sewer fees, offering insight into their structure and purpose. 
 
Councilman Padusniak 
Offered congratulations to Chief Stoffer and expressed sincere appreciation for his outstanding 
leadership and dedicated service to the town. Thanked him for his many contributions to the 
community. Good news! While we still have a couple locations left to photograph, Garwood 
officially has enough vendors and sites uploaded to move to the next stage of the Film Ready 
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certification process. Next, we will need to pass a set of rules for filming in Garwood. Stay tuned. 
Also commented on sewer fees.  
 
Council President Nolde – no comment  
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on May 9, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Lazarow to accept the 
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: RECEIVED AND FILED 

1. RVSA minutes approved on May 15th regular meeting 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Minutes_04-10-25_Regular_Meeting.pdf 

 
ORDINANCES:   
FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-17 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-17 
 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING SALARIES AND WAGES OF CERTAIN OFFICIALS AND 
EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County 
of Union, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

SECTION 1. The following named officials and employees of the Borough of Garwood 
shall be entitled to an annual salary or wages hereinafter set forth opposite each respective 
classification: 

 
POSITION MINIMUM MAXIMUM 

Accounting/Payroll Clerk – Part time (Hourly)  $                    25.00   $                   30.00  

Accounting/Payroll Clerk – Full time  $              50,000.00   $             70,000.00  

Accounts Payable Clerk – Part time (Hourly)  $                    25.00   $                   30.00  

Accounts Payable Clerk – Full time  $              45,000.00   $             65,000.00  

Administrator-Full Time $             115,000.00   $           135,000.00  

Board of Health Secretary $                 1,000.00   $               1,500.00  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Minutes_04-10-25_Regular_Meeting.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Minutes_04-10-25_Regular_Meeting.pdf
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POSITION MINIMUM MAXIMUM 

Board of Health Licensing Official $                 1,500.00   $               2,000.00  

Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer/Assistant Administrator $             100,000.00   $           120,000.00  

Administrative Assistant – Part time (Hourly) $                    15.00   $                  30.00  

Clerk/Stenographer  $             42,000.00   $             49,000.00  

Code Enforcement Officer – Part Time (Hourly) $                    25.00  $                  40.00 

Council Members (6)  $                          -     $                     1.00  

Deputy Municipal Clerk  $                          -     $             55,000.00  

Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics  $                  250.00   $               1,000.00  

Fire Safety Inspectors (Hourly)  $                 20.00   $                  25.00  

Fire Official (Hourly)  $                 20.00   $                  25.00  

Mayor  $                          -     $                     1.00  

Municipal Alliance Coordinator  $                500.00   $               7,500.00  

Municipal Clerk  $             60,000.00   $             80,000.00  

Municipal Court Administrator  $             45,000.00   $             55,000.00  

Municipal Engineer  $             20,000.00   $             30,000.00  

Municipal Housing Liaison  $               2,000.00   $               3,000.00  

Municipal Judge  $             18,000.00   $             23,000.00  

Municipal Assistant Treasurer   $             60,000.00   $             80,000.00  

Network Administrator Police Computers  $               2,500.00   $               3,500.00  

Office of Emergency Management/Secretary  $                  150.00   $                  500.00  

Office of Emergency Management/Director  $               2,000.00   $               5,000.00  

Parking Enforcement Officer – Part time (Hourly)  $                    18.00   $                    25.00  

Planning Board Planner/Engineer  $               2,000.00   $               5,000.00  

Planning Board Secretary  $             12,000.00   $            20,000.00  

Police Chief  $           145,000.00   $           165,000.00  

Property Maintenance Officer – Part time (Hourly)  $                    17.00   $                    25.00  

Public Information Officer  $               5,000.00   $             20,000.00  

Public Moderator (Hourly)  $                    25.00   $                    30.00  

Qualified Purchasing Agent  $               5,000.00   $                 7,500.00  

Recreation Aides (Hourly)  $                      10.00   $                    20.00  
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POSITION MINIMUM MAXIMUM 

Recreation Director – Full Time  $               50,000.00   $              75,000.00  

Recreation Director/Summer Program (Hourly)  $                    25.00   $                    30.00  

Recreation Asst Director/Summer Program (Hourly)  $                    15.00   $                    25.00  

Recreation Supervisors (Hourly)  $                    15.00   $                    25.00  

Registrar of Vital Statistics  $               5,000.00   $               7,500.00  

Senior Citizen Bus Driver (Hourly)  $                   20.00   $                    25.00  

Senior Citizen Director  $               4,000.00   $               7,000.00  

Shade Tree Officer  $                          -     $               5,000.00  

Special Police Officer, Matron – Class “C” (Hourly)  $                    15.00   $                   25.00  

Superintendent of Fire Apparatus  $                 1,000.00   $               1,200.00  

Tax Assessor - Part Time  $              15,000.00   $             20,000.00  

Tax Collector – Part time  $              20,000.00   $             30,000.00  

Tax Collector – Full time  $             55,000.00   $             75,000.00  

Zoning Code Review Official  $               8,000.00   $             13,000.00  

Zoning Code Enforcement Official  $               6,000.00   $             10,000.00  

Violations Clerk – Part time (Hourly)  $                    15.00   $                    30.00  
 

POSITION MINIMUM                    MAXIMUM 

Police Dispatcher: RANGE 34,000 65,000 

Probationary 34,000 
Class  IV 35,000 
Class  III 37,000 
Class  II 39,000 
Class  I 42,000 

 
SECTION 2. The salaries and wages provided for in Section 1 hereof shall be payable bi-

weekly unless otherwise ordered by resolution of the Mayor and Council. 
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 

provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply 
only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of 
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 
publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
Any correspondence received concerning Ordinance No. 25-17: NONE 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-17: Yes 
Laura Thompson – 320 Pine Avenue – sought clarification on difference between Ord. 25-17 and 
Resolution 25-113. Discussed possible typo in Resolution 25-113. 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Kearney to close Public 
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-17.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: yes 
 
The Mayor and Borough Administrator addressed the concerns raised, clarifying that both an 
Ordinance and a Resolution are required—the Ordinance establishes the allowable salary ranges, while 
the Resolution sets the specific salary within those limits. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt 
Ordinance No. 25-17. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde ABSENT 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Bond Ordinance No. 25-18 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-18 
 
BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT 
EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS 
EQUIPMENT, NEW ADDITIONAL FURNISHINGS AND A NEW AUTOMOTIVE 
VEHICLE, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR 
THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, 
TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $390,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A 
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH 
APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION 
NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS. 
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BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County 

of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

 Section 1. The Borough of Garwood, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey (the 
"Borough") is hereby authorized to make various public improvements and to acquire new 
additional or replacement equipment and machinery, new communication and signal systems 
equipment, new additional furnishings and a new automotive vehicle, including original apparatus 
and equipment, in, by and for said Borough, as more particularly described in Section 4 hereof.  
Said improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable 
therefor. 
 
 Section 2. There is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of making the 
improvements described in Sections 1 and 4 hereof (hereinafter referred to as "purposes"), the 
respective amounts of money hereinafter stated as the appropriation for said respective purposes.  
Said appropriation shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized and the down 
payment appropriated by this ordinance.  Said improvements shall be made as general 
improvements and no part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against property specially benefited. 
 
 Section 3. It is hereby determined and stated that the making of such improvements is 
not a current expense of said Borough. 
 
 Section 4. The several purposes hereby authorized for the financing of which said 
obligations are to be issued are set forth in the following "Schedule of Improvements, Purposes 
and Amounts" which schedule also shows (1) the amount of the appropriation and the estimated 
cost of each such purpose, and (2) the amount of each sum which is to be provided by the down 
payment hereinafter appropriated to finance such purposes, and (3) the estimated maximum 
amount of bonds and notes to be issued for each such purpose, and (4) the period of usefulness of 
each such purpose, according to its reasonable life, computed from the date of said bonds: 
 

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS 
 
 A. Installation of security cameras at the Municipal Building, Police Department and 
Fire House. 
 
  Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $ 40,000 
  Down Payment Appropriated    $   1,905 
  Bonds and Notes Authorized    $ 38,095 
  Period of Usefulness     10 years 
 
 B. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new 
communication and signal systems equipment for the use of the Fire Department, including, but 
not limited to, (i) turnout gear, (ii) radios and chargers and (iii) pagers. 
 
  Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $ 56,000 
  Down Payment Appropriated    $   2,700 
  Bonds and Notes Authorized    $ 53,300 
  Period of Usefulness     5 years 
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 C. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new 
additional furnishings consisting of picnic tables and trash receptacles for use at various Borough 
parks and recreation facilities. 
 
  Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $ 18,000 
  Down Payment Appropriated    $      900 
  Bonds and Notes Authorized    $ 17,100 
  Period of Usefulness     5 years 
 
 D. Undertaking of various improvements at the Athletic Field Complex. 
 
  Appropriation and Estimated Cost          $ 28,000 
  Down Payment Appropriated    $   1,335 
  Bonds and Notes Authorized    $ 26,665 
  Period of Usefulness     15 years 
 
 E. Acquisition of a new automotive vehicle (with a gross vehicle weight rating 
(GVWR) in excess of 15,000 pounds), including original apparatus and equipment, consisting of 
a mason dump truck with snow plow for the use of the Department of Public Works ("DPW"). 
 
  Appropriation and Estimated Cost          $145,000 
  Down Payment Appropriated    $    6,905 
  Bonds and Notes Authorized    $138,095 
  Period of Usefulness     10 years 
 F. Installation of exhaust fans at the DPW Garage.  It is hereby determined and stated 
that said public building being improved is of "Class B" or equivalent construction as defined in 
Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, 
as amended; the "Local Bond Law"). 
 
  Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $ 36,000 
  Down Payment Appropriated    $   1,715 
  Bonds and Notes Authorized    $ 34,285 
  Period of Usefulness     15 years 
 
 G. Undertaking of the Center Street Safety Corridor Project (from South Avenue to 
Unami Park) consisting of the installation of bike lanes and various pedestrian safety and traffic 
calming improvements. 
 
  Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $ 43,000 
  Down Payment Appropriated    $  2,395  
  Bonds and Notes Authorized    $ 40,605 
  Period of Usefulness     5 years 
 
 H. Installation of crosswalk flashing beacons and other pedestrian safety 
improvements in the vicinity of the intersection of South Avenue and West Street. 
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  Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $ 24,000 
  Down Payment Appropriated    $  1,145  
  Bonds and Notes Authorized    $ 22,855 
  Period of Usefulness     10 years 
 
------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost  $390,000 
 Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated   $ 19,000 
 Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes 
   Authorized       $371,000 
 
 Section 5. The cost of such purposes, as hereinbefore stated, includes the aggregate 
amount of $19,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purposes, 
including architect's fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses and other 
expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local 
Bond Law. 
 
 Section 6. It is hereby determined and stated that moneys exceeding $19,000, 
appropriated for down payments on capital improvements or for the capital improvement fund in 
budgets heretofore adopted for said Borough, are now available to finance said purposes.  The sum 
of $19,000 is hereby appropriated from such moneys to the payment of the cost of said purposes. 
 Section 7. To finance said purposes, bonds of said Borough of an aggregate principal 
amount not exceeding $371,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond 
Law.  Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the 
limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this 
ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter adopted. 
 
 Section 8. To finance said purposes, bond anticipation notes of said Borough of an 
aggregate principal amount not exceeding $371,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant 
to the Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In the event that bonds are 
issued pursuant to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be issued 
shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal amount of the bonds so issued.  If the 
aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any 
time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section, the moneys raised by the issuance of said 
bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of such notes 
then outstanding. 
 
 Section 9. Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated 
on or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall 
bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed 
by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and within limitations prescribed by the 
Local Bond Law.  Each of said bond anticipation notes shall be signed by the Mayor and by a 
financial officer and shall be under the seal of said Borough and attested by the Borough Clerk.  
Said officers are hereby authorized to execute said notes in such form as they may adopt in 
conformity with law.  The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not 
determined by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief 
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Financial Officer who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time to time 
in the manner provided by law. 
 
 Section 10. It is hereby determined and declared that the average period of usefulness 
of said purposes, according to their reasonable lives, taking into consideration the respective 
amounts of bonds or notes authorized for said purposes, is a period of 9.32 years computed from 
the date of said bonds.  
 
 Section 11. It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement 
required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk 
of said Borough, and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said Borough, as 
defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased by this ordinance by $371,000 and that 
the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this ordinance will be within all debt limitations 
prescribed by said Local Bond Law. 
 
 Section 12. Any funds received from private parties, the County of Union, the State of 
New Jersey or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or 
any of its agencies in aid of such purposes, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such 
purposes, or, if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond anticipation 
notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced accordingly. 
 Section 13. The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this 
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the 
Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as 
approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough 
Clerk and is available for public inspection. 
 
 Section 14. The Borough intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the 
improvements described in Sections 1 and 4 of this bond ordinance.  If the Borough incurs such 
costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Borough hereby states its reasonable 
expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in 
the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.   
 
 Section 15. The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual 
payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said 
obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Borough, and the Borough 
shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Borough for the payment 
of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount. 
 
 Section 16. This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof 
after final passage. 
 
Any correspondence received concerning Ordinance No. 25-18: NONE 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-18: Yes 
Bruce Paterson – 325 Willow Avenue – requested clarification on Item D and Item G.  
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A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to close Public 
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-18.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: yes 
 
The Mayor and Borough Administrator addressed Item D, outlining proposed improvements to 
the athletic field complex through an application for the Kids & Rec Grant. Planned 
enhancements include partial lighting upgrades, resurfacing of the basketball court, and the 
addition of gravel to improve the walking path. Commercial-grade solar lighting and other 
safety-focused features will also be installed to enhance the overall security and functionality of 
the recreation center. Regarding Item G, it was noted that a PowerPoint presentation is available 
online for public viewing. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt 
Ordinance No. 25-18. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE    Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde ABSENT 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair – No report. 
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair 
The memorial ceremony held last night was marked by a wonderful turnout, with all Council 
members in attendance. Guests were welcomed with refreshments, and the event featured heartfelt 
remarks from representatives of Scotch Plains and our own Fire Chiefs. The ceremony paid tribute 
to the memory and service of Fire Department members we have lost, honoring their dedication 
and sacrifice. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair – No report. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
In addition to their reoccurring activities the DPW employees performed the following duties: Setup 
and take down tables and chairs at the Sports Complex for numerous Recreation activities/events.  
Clean up the common areas around the Municipal Complex. Mow, trim and maintain all municipal 
owned properties and parks on a weekly basis. Complete planting the flowers in the street side planters 
in various locations of the Borough. Put up the Taste of Garwood banner. Water the flowers and weed 
the street side pots throughout the Borough as needed. Paint the Park Mobile and one (1) handicap 
spot(s) along North Avenue.  Continue to perform street sweeping operations in accordance with the 
annual Public Works Schedule. Provide public works assistance for the specialty and e-waste 
recycling event. Check and treat reoccurring problem sewer lines on a weekly basis.  Repair broken 
street and traffic signs in various locations of the Borough. 
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POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
Thank you, Mayor.  The Police Committee met with Chief Stoffer and the incoming command staff 
earlier this week.  Thank you to Council President Nolde for subbing into the meeting so we could be 
at full strength for discussions.  The Committee unanimously recommends accepting the sidebar 
agreement found on tonight’s Consent Agenda.  We will also unanimously advance an Ordinance for 
Introduction in June, adjusting marked no-parking areas on Hemlock Avenue in the area of East Street 
to be uniform on both sides of the street.  This will assist with traffic flow when Unami Park is busy 
with multiple games.  The new command staff will continue monitoring the paid parking program 
and discuss any recommendations for changes with the Committee.  We also cleared out a few items 
from this year’s punch list regarding replacing missing or damaged street and road signage. GPD is 
considering testing out a software platform, Urban SDK, which allows for nearly real-time traffic 
flow and speed data using anonymized crowdsourced GPS data available from many newer vehicles 
(which often have chips from the manufacturer) and smart devices.  The upfront access to this, 
prorated for part of the annual fee, would be handled with some remaining donation money carried 
over in trust from last year.  I’m very excited about this concept, which will be used to better direct 
patrols and investigate the often-anecdotal reports GPD and this Council receive of trouble spots for 
unsafe driving.  The software would also save on officer hours spent conducting traffic and speed 
studies, allowing them to be done in a matter of hours when it usually takes two to three weeks to 
conduct monitoring and compile the data.  After this year's evaluation, GPD will request funding from 
Finance in the operating budget for future years if they wish to continue using the software.  The 
annual cost estimate is around $7500, but if this software operates for us as advertised, it would be 
money well spent.  It could serve as an excellent complement to the circulation study called for in the 
Borough’s Master Plan this year, so I’m looking forward to seeing how this works out over the 
remainder of 2025. 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
Community Engagement Report - Recreation: Tomorrow (Friday) is the last day to register for 
summer camp at the early bird rate of $130! The price goes up on Saturday to $155. A Meet and 
Greet with the new Director, Tanya Ribeiro, was held this past Tuesday and went well. The 
Memorial Day Ceremony and Luncheon is this Monday, May 26th at noon at the Knights of 
Columbus. Just show up. No need to pre-register. The speaker will be Krystal Cordero, a Veteran 
(Sergeant in the US Army, Psychological Operations, 1st Battalion (Airborne)). Adult Open There 
are 97 registered for summer camp so far. A few things to mention tonight: Tomorrow (Friday) is 
the last day to register for summer camp at the early bird rate of $130! The price goes up on 
Saturday to $155. A Meet and Greet with the new Director, Tanya Ribeiro, was held this past 
Tuesday and went well. Adult Open Play Soccer takes place every Friday night at 8 pm on the turf 
fields. The next adult ceramics class is on Wednesday, May 28th at 7 pm. Soccer takes place every 
Friday night at 8 pm on the turf field. Events: The Memorial Day Ceremony and Luncheon is this 
Monday, May 26th at noon at the Knights of Columbus. Just show up. No need to pre-register. 
The speaker will be Krystal Cordero, a Veteran (Sergeant in the US Army, Psychological 
Operations, 1st Battalion (Airborne)). Historical: The next meeting of the Historical Committee is 
Tuesday, May 27 at 6:30 at the Garwood Public Library. Garwood Partnership for Arts and 
Culture: The Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture is planning a group art project to celebrate 
pride month. We are asking members of the community to submit their original  9” by 9” square 
abstract artworks using the colors of the rainbow. The tiles will be collected and assembled into 
one large artwork by GPAC artists for display at the library during June. Complete directions for 
completing your tile can be found on the Borough website. Drop off your creation in the “GPAC 
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Celebrates Pride Month” box at Borough Hall by June 6. You may submit as many tiles as you 
like. 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
Closed Monday, May 26 for  Memorial Day and June 20 for Juneteenth. May 29, from 10 am to 
noon Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) –  Union County Division of Aging Staff will be on hand to 
assist seniors (age 60+) or their caregivers with information on services, such as meal delivery, 
respite care, adult day care and support services for caregivers. June 4 at 3:30 p, - Steam Sharks 
at the Library. Join the crew from Union County Magnet School for another fun Steam Program. 
Registration suggested. Limit 10. June 9 – The Summer Reading Program Officially begins – 
Color Our World at Your Library this Summer. The Summer Events include: scavenger hunts, and 
other fun programs. You could also have a chance to win 4 tickets to Great Adventure, the 
American Dream Mall’s Legoland Discovery Center, or the Sea Life New Jersey Aquarium. 
Registration begins today. Pick up your summer reading packet today. Registration will be 
accepted through July 23, 2025. June 14 at 11 am – Pride Party – Join us for our Pride party! 
Chalk the walk-in front of the library. Then New York Times bestselling author and local resident, 
author Robb Pearlman for a reading from one of his books. June 25 at 1 pm – Magic Show: Join 
Muscle Man Mike for a Space Adventure and some non-stop magic. Registration required. Limit 
30. June 26 at 2 pm - Summer Reading Opening Party: Join us for a Summer Reading Kick 
Off event in the library parking lot with giveaways and ice cream from the SCREAM TRUCK. This 
event is open to those who are registered for summer reading Registration required. Limit 40 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Garwood Board of Education met this past Tuesday, May 20th, and will meet again on 
Tuesday, June 17th. 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
At our last meeting, I did a mini presentation of the Safer Streets Day curb bump out project.  We 
discussed what bump outs are and why they are used and discussed the temporary demo we’ll be 
painting on June 21st.  The Club was provided with pictures of possible designs for the bump out 
and overwhelming chose the flowers.  So, I hope to see some of our se3niors there that day to paint 
or cheer others on. Our next meeting is June 5th at 12 pm at Knights of Columbus. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Taste of Garwood event is underway until tomorrow, May 23rd.  Thank you to the 
participating small businesses in town, and to everyone who has shown up to support one of them 
over the past week.  One more reminder for everyone: we have a few gift cards for customers who 
remember to snap a selfie and post publicly using the  #TasteOfGarwood.  The gift cards will be 
awarded after the promotion ends next week; the Borough will contact winners to arrange pickup 
of the gift card. The Small Business Board will meet again over the summer to discuss the outcome 
of this year’s Taste of Garwood event and plan events for the rest of 2025. 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley 
At last night’s meeting we discussed measles and reviewed the importance of vaccination for 
individuals who have not yet been immunized. Advised adherence to public health precautions 
during air travel. You are at risk for measles if you have not been fully vaccinated or have not had 
measles in the past and you travel internationally to areas where measles is spreading. You should 
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be vaccinated against measles at least 2 weeks before you depart. Infants under 12 months old who 
are traveling should receive an early dose at 6 months through 11 months, followed by the 
recommended schedule of one dose at 12 months through 15 months, and then a final dose at 4 
years through 6 years. Should an exposure to a confirmed case of measles occur – without proof 
of immunity, quarantine is recommended through day 21 following the last date of exposure to 
help prevent potential transmission. No new human cases of H5N1 reported in the US since 
February. Updated guidance recommends RSV vaccination for at-risk individuals aged 50–59. 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Planning Board met on Wednesday, May 14th.  Acting as the Zoning Board, testimony was heard 
on Case# PB 25-02, requesting consideration to amend the Zoning designation of 54 Third Avenue, 
Garwood Gardens LLC (aka Stephanie Gardens).  The Zoning Board unanimously voted to deny this 
request, with the Mayor and I abstaining as required. The Board also discussed a preliminary overview 
of proposed changes to the Borough Code regulating signage, which the Garwood Small Business 
Association Board has requested.  Feedback from the Board’s discussion will be incorporated into a 
report for discussion in a later meeting this year, with an expectation of a recommendation to the 
Council for an Ordinance amending the relevant parts of the Borough Code once the proposals are 
finalized and reviewed by the full Board and our planning professionals. Finally, the Board discussed 
the status of a prior application and approved site plan for 2 North Avenue, aka Dittrick’s.  The Board 
Secretary was directed to send a letter requesting an update on the project's status. The next Planning 
Board meeting will be on Wednesday, May 28th, at 7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers.  To comply with 
New Jersey’s Fair Housing Act requirements, a presentation and public hearing will be held to 
consider an amendment to the Borough’s Master Plan, specifically for the inclusion of the Proposed 
Housing Element and Fair Share Plan for the 4th Round.  I encourage everyone to attend this meeting 
to hear the plan directly from our professionals and the hearing discussions. 
 
The Mayor encourages all residents to attend the upcoming Planning Board meeting in person for the 
public hearing on updates to the Master Plan. This meeting will include a presentation by the planner 
outlining the proposed Fourth Round Fair Share Affordable Housing Plan. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to ask questions and engage directly in the planning process. Hard copies of the proposed 
plan are available for review at Borough Hall, the public library, and on the Borough website. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:  PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the 
microphone, and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 

1. John Pritchart – 410 Spruce Avenue – We need to support our police, fire and rescue 
squads.  We need them in times of emergency.  Need to also back our military.  During 
Vietnam, three men from Garwood lost their lives.  

2. Bruce Paterson – 325 Willow Avenue – Mr. Paterson requested further clarification on 
sewer fees and issues related to the recreation complex. He also addressed a letter 
previously sent to the Mayor and Council concerning redevelopment impacts on local 
schools, emphasizing the need for a formal discussion about the lack of funding directed 
to educational institutions. He proposed that future developments contribute a per-unit fee 
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to offset the cost of educating additional students. Additionally, he referenced several 
affordable housing bills he has reviewed and indicated he would forward them to the 
Council for consideration. 

3. William Nierstedt – 320 Hickory Avenue – Expressed concern regarding Mr. Paterson’s 
remarks about charging new residents in upcoming developments based on the number of 
children they have attending school. Emphasized that all residents should be subject to 
consistent rates and fees, regardless of family size, to ensure equitable treatment across the 
community.  

4. Laura Thompson – 320 Pine Avenue – Ms. Thompson offered her interpretation of Mr. 
Paterson’s comments, clarifying that the intent was not to impose a charge on individual 
tenants for children attending school, but rather to have the residential complex, in addition 
to the existing PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) contributions, provide supplementary 
funding to the school budget based on the number of school-age children residing there. 

5. Russell Graham – 12 Liberty Court – Mr. Graham reflected on his past experience with 
sewer fees during his tenure as a Council member, noting that he believes the 
implementation of a fixed fee was an effective and well-considered solution. He also 
congratulated the Chief on his retirement, commending his leadership, vision, and 
immediate impact. Mr. Graham praised the Chief’s proactive approach and strong 
engagement with the community 

 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to close public 

comment. 

All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
The Mayor and Council addressed the concerns raised, reaffirming their commitment to 
transparency. Questions regarding sewer fees were posed and thoroughly answered. A portion of 
the costs is reflected in line items for sewer repairs, while the remainder covers increased charges 
from the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA). The Council has been forthcoming about 
both current and planned allocations for sewer system improvements. Additionally, the Council 
provided an update on the recreation complex, noting that the boiler malfunction has been 
addressed and repairs are underway. All affected systems are expected to be fully restored within 
the next few days. The damage is being covered by insurance. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-111 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PREPARATION AND ISSUANCE OF 
ESTIMATED TAX BILLS 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 72, P.L. 1994, the Borough of Garwood has the 

authority to prepare and issue estimated tax bills; and 
 

WHEREAS, in order for the Borough of Garwood to meet our financial obligations, 
maintain the tax collection rate, provide uniformity for tax payments and save the unnecessary cost 
of interest expenses on borrowing it would be in our best interest to do so; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer/Tax Collector has reviewed and computed an 
estimated levy in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood on this 22nd day of May 2025, as follows: 
 
1. The Borough of Garwood Tax Collector is hereby authorized to prepare and issue estimated 
bills for the Borough of Garwood for the third quarter of 2025 taxes, in accordance with the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 et seq. 
 
2. The entire estimated tax levy for 2025 is hereby set at $21,664,220.00 
 
3. The estimated tax rate for 2025 is hereby set at 2.858 

 
RESOLUTION 25-112 

 
RETIREMENT PAYOUT – D. STOFFER 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 

of New Jersey hereby accept the CFO’s terminal leave calculation for Police Chief Douglas Stoffer 
based on time due as submitted by Douglas Stoffer, Chief of Police, in the Department of the 
Police, for retirement benefits of the Borough of Garwood as follows: 
 

Hours Description 
Hourly 

Rate Amount 
    

40 2024 Vacation Hours - carryover 78.62 3,144.80 
100 2025 Vacation Hours - prorated 78.62 7,862.00 

334.75 Terminal Leave Sick Bank - paid at 50% 78.62 26,318.05 

Hours Description 
Hourly 

Rate Amount 
173.33 Terminal Leave Calendar Month 78.62 13,627.20 
173.33 LTDB Entitlement Due 78.62 13,627.20 

   64,579.25 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough will pay said employee’s retirement benefit of 

$64,579.25 in first pay cycle after retirement. If additional time is used prior to disbursement the 
retirement benefit will be adjusted accordingly. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to execute 
to the above. 

 
RESOLUTION 25-113 

 
AN ORDINANCE RESOLUTION FIXING SALARIES AND WAGES OF CERTAIN 

OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE 
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood has heretofore adopted Resolution 
Ordinance 25-17. 

 
WHEREAS, said Ordinance Resolution reflects changes of salaries and/or hourly rates to 

be paid to said employees of the Borough of Garwood for the year 2025. 
 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of 

Garwood be and they are hereby authorized and directed to execute checks on Borough funds for 
the purpose of paying the annual salaries and/or hourly rates to the employees of the Borough of 
Garwood as set forth below and, in the amount, set forth opposite each job classification.  Said 
salaries to be paid bi-weekly less such deductions as in such cases made.  The schedule of salaries 
hereafter set forth shall be effective as of January 1, 2025 or pro-rated as the case may be. 
 

Name Title 2025 
Douglas Stoffer Chief of Police  $     163,535.00 
John Arthur Borough Administrator  $     128,125.00 

John Arthur 
Qualified Purchasing Agent    effective 
2/13/25  $         6,000.00 

John Arthur Municipal Housing Liaison  $         2,500.00 

Sandra Bruns 
CFO/Treasurer/Asst Administrator/Tax 
Collector  $     132,365.00 

Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Borough Clerk              effective 
4/1/25  $       60,000.00 

Patricia Vazquez Registrar of Vital Statistics      $        6,000.00  
Patricia Vazquez BOH Secretary/Licensing Official     $        3,075.00  
Jennifer Sherman Tax Assessor  $       18,450.00 
Amy Rivera Accounting/Payroll Clerk  $       67,584.00 
Janice Farrell Accounts Payable/Code Enforcement Clerk  $       56,996.00 
Michael Disko Municipal Engineer  $       27,500.00  
Victor Vinegra Zoning Officer - Review  $       10,500.00  
Victor Vinegra Planning/Zoning Board Planner  $         3,150.00  
Len DiStefano Zoning Officer - Enforcement  $         7,565.00 
Adele Lewis Planning/Zoning Board Secretary  $       17,500.00 
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Name Title 2025 
Katya Lysak Recreation Director/PIO  $       74,700.00 

Katya Lysak 
Senior Citizen Director-Programs & Grant 
Administrator  $         5,000.00  

Katya Lysak Clean Communities Coordinator  $            750.00 
Gary Bundy Municipal Court Judge  $       21,000.00  
Martha Marino Violations Clerk  $        26.00 PH 
Mollie Helck Administrative Assistant  $        25.00 PH 
Len Spina Superintendent Fire Apparatus  $         1,122.00  
John Drone Civilian Police Dispatcher  $       57,888.00 
John Drone Network Administrator/ Police Department  $         2,600.00  
Lisa DeSimone Civilian Police Dispatcher  $       50,430.00 
   
Name Title 2024 2025 
Cheryl DiStefano Senior Citizen Bus Driver-alternate  $        25.00 PH 
Len DiStefano Senior Citizen Bus Driver  $        25.00 PH 
David Kozal Senior Citizen Bus Driver  $        25.00 PH 
Len Spina Fire Safety Inspector  $        22.00 PH 
Edward Syers Fire Safety Inspector  $        22.00 PH 
Allan Tweedle Fire Safety Inspector  $        21.00 PH 
Ken Capobianco OEM Director  $        3,000.00  
John Patterson Parking Enforcement Officer  $        24.00 PH 

 
RESOLUTION 25-114 

 
RESOLUTION TO RELEASE TRANSFER OF FIREARM  

TO CHIEF DOUG STOFFER 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of 
Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize Chief Jonathan Pridy to sign the release to transfer 
firearm Glock Model 17, 9 mm Handgun, Serial #BGMR811 to Police Officer Doug Stoffer as per 
his upcoming retirement from the Garwood Police Department. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-115 

 
SAVIN COPIERS AVAILABLE FOR AUCTION ON MUNICIBID 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has leased new copier machines, and; 

 
WHEREAS, there are now three Savin brand copier machines the Borough no longer 

needs, and; 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood will be listing copiers on Municibid.com, and; 
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WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator researched previous sale prices of similar copiers 

on Municibid.com and other websites and determined that the minimum bid amount should be set 
to $100 for each copier; 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the three Savin brand copiers (MP 
C3504ex, MP C4504ex, MP C3503)  will be posted for public auction for a period of fourteen (14) 
calendar days using the Borough of Garwood’s Municibid.com account. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-116 
 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE SIDEBAR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AND THE POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, 

LOCAL 117 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“Borough”) and Policemen’s Benevolent 
Association, Local 117 (“Association”) are signatories to a contract (“Agreement”) for the period 
of January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2026; and 
 

WHEREAS, the parties’ have negotiated a sidebar agreement setting forth a modification 
to Article XI, Section C, 5 of the Agreement which is attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Association ratified and executed the sidebar agreement on  
May 20, 2025; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is desirous of ratifying and executing the sidebar 
agreement; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood 
hereby ratifies the sidebar agreement between the Borough of Garwood and  Policemen’s 
Benevolent Association, Local 117 which modifies Article XI, Section C, 5 of the collective 
negotiations agreement and further authorizes the Mayor to execute the sidebar agreement on 
behalf of the Borough. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-117 
 

ADDING JUNETEENTH HOLIDAY FOR POLICE DISPATCHERS 
 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood has heretofore adopted Resolution 
25-100, adding Juneteenth to Borough Hall holidays, and; 
 

WHEREAS, full-time police dispatchers are afforded paid time off in lieu of holidays; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of 
Garwood that all full-time police dispatchers employed by the Borough of Garwood will be 
afforded an additional 10 hours of paid time off for the Juneteenth holiday, and the Borough of 
Garwood’s personnel manual will be amended to reflect this change. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-118 

 
APPOINTING PART TIME DPW LABORER – M. WELLS 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 

of New Jersey, hereby hires Mark Wells, as a Part-Time Probationary Laborer in the Department 
of Public Works, effective May 27, 2024 at a salary of $20.00 per hour, contingent on a successful 
pre-employment screening, subject to the terms and conditions of the Memorandum of Agreement 
duly executed April 1, 2025. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that he will be on probation for a period of one year. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Discussion: NONE 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde ABSENT 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Lazarow, to adopt 
Resolution # 25-113 as discussed and amended by Council. 
 
Discussion: Mayor and Council 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde ABSENT 
 
NEW BUSINESS: NONE 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when  
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Councilman Foley to adopt Payment 
of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde ABSENT 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on June 12, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in 
Council Chambers.  Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow second by Councilman Padusniak to adjourn.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Time: 8:39 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Municipal Clerk  

https://garwood.org/gb_notices

