BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

MINUTES
May 8, 2025
Time: 7:00 PM
Moment of Silence
Salute to the Flag

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975).

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blumenstock Present

Councilwoman Boto Present Councilman Lazarow Present
Councilman Foley Present Councilman Padusniak Absent
Councilman Kearney Present Council President Nolde Present

Other staff and professionals present:

John Arthur, Borough Administrator

Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney

Sandy Bruns, Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer
Warren Korecky, Borough Auditor

Doug Stoffer, Chief of Police

Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk

Mayor announces the first order of business: Tonight, we have a special presentation and we are
joined by Director Harry Delgado. He is the Director of the New Jersey State Association of the
Chiefs of Police Law Enforcement Accreditation Program. The Accreditation Program is the
method by which police departments calculate and improve their overall performance. It provides
clear standards and objectives to these agencies. The Departments go through a long strict process
by which they examine their procedures and adapt them to meet the standards. Then trained
independent assessors verify that these standards have been successfully implemented.

This past March, after a two-year process, Garwood’s Police Department achieved this
accreditation with the NJSACOP. To gain this status is a huge achievement, even more so given
the small number of officers and staff in our department. It is a great statement to our residents of
how seriously our officers take their responsibility to Garwood. Our Police Department adheres to
the highest ethical and professional standards in law enforcement in New Jersey and this
accreditation proves that. On behalf of the whole Council, I want to thank Chief Stoffer, Captain
Rocco and all of the officers in the department for successfully undertaking this effort.

Director Delgado speaks on Accreditation and how significant the achievement is. Only 54% have
made this achievement successfully. Borough of Garwood has made a commitment to adhering to
best practices at the State and National level. Lifesaving and cost-effective investment of time and
resources. For resident’s research shows that accredited agencies have shown 11% reduced
liability claims, 11% fewer worker’s compensation claims, 31% fewer auto liability claims,
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moreover significant discounts on overall policy for police department. Accreditation also
provides objective evidence of an agency’s commitment to excellence in leadership, resource
management and service delivery. In person onsite assessment was remarkable. Since 2023 Chief
Stoffer has been committed to elevating the departments standards in professionalism by pursuing
accreditation. This was a long hill goal that reflected his dedication to ensuring that the department
operates at the highest level of efficiency, transparency and accountability. Under the leadership
of Chief Stoffer the Garwood Police Department is committed to providing the best service to the
residents, commuters, businesses and consumers with a change of technology and the demands of
the State law their committed to providing best practices in law enforcement to keep everyone safe
and protected. Congratulated Chief Doug Stoffer, Captain Sam Rocco, the entire Police
Department and Council.

1. Special Presentation:  Accreditation Certificate Awarded to Police Department

Chief Douglas Stoffer extended his sincere thanks to the Garwood Police Department, the Mayor,
Borough Council, Borough Administrator, CFO, and Borough Attorney for their steadfast support
and collaboration throughout the entire process.

Mayor introduced Police Officer Christopher Smedberg: Officer Christopher Smedberg was born,
in Denville and raised in Brick, NJ where he graduated from Brick Memorial High School. Officer
Smefdberg began his law enforcement career in 2017 with the New Jersey Department of
Corrections, where he worked at Trenton State Prison for approximately six years. In 2023, he
graduated from the Camden County Police Academy and began his career as a patrolman, gaining
valuable experience working for Lakehurst Township As he joins the Garwood Police Department,
he says he looks forward to dedicating the rest of my career to serving and protecting the residents
of Garwood Borough.

2. Police Officer Swearing in: Christopher Smedberg
Mayor Blumenstock requests a motion to suspend the regular order of business to hold the public

hearing on Resolution No. 25-98 for the adoption of the 2025 Municipal Budget as advertised in
the Union County Hawk on April 17, 2025.

A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Foley to suspend the
regular order of business.

All in favor: v/, opposed: none

The Mayor expressed gratitude to the Finance Committee, Chief Financial Officer, the Auditor,
and the Administrator for their dedicated efforts in preparing the 2025 Budget.

Finance Chair, Councilman Foley addresses the public: Tonight, on our resolution agenda we
introduce the 2025 municipal budget for consideration. Despite rising costs, including a 5%
increase in our RVSA bill, a 12% hike in healthcare expenses, and a $95,000 payout for our BMED
fund which we’ve pro-rated this year—we remained focused on delivering a budget that protects
both our residents and our future. I’'m proud to report that the proposed tax increase for the average
home assessed at $400,000 is $55.57, reduced from the earlier estimate of $61. This was achieved
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through careful planning, cutting, and making the sound investments where we could, and making
every dollar count. This budget prioritizes what matters most: * Road Safety: We’re funding the
circulation element of the Master Plan, which directly addresses traffic safety, pedestrian access,
and long-term infrastructure improvements to make our streets safer for everyone. « Economic
Safety: Instead of relying on additional bonding, we’re using our operating budget to fund
important upgrades and repairs—Ilike storm and sanitary sewer work—protecting our long-term
financial health and avoiding interest-heavy debt. « Public Safety: We’re continuing to invest in
our police, fire, and DPW ensuring that our departments are fully funded and are supported and
prepared to protect the community. ¢ Connected Infrastructure: We’re modernizing how
government serves residents by funding online software modules for animal licensing, code
enforcement, and rental inspections—improving access, efficiency, and transparency. I look
forward to support of this budget and its passing

List of correspondence received concerning the 2025 Municipal Budget.

1. Bruce Paterson, Garwood Resident — Correspondence received via email on
May 5, 2025, concerning a letter addressed to the Mayor and Council.

Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning the 2025 Municipal Budget?
1. Bruce, Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue — thanked CFO, Borough Auditor, Borough
Administrator, Finance committee, Mayor and Staff for the Municipal Budget. Sought

clarification on sewer fees.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Foley to close Public
Hearing on the 2025 Municipal Budget.

Mayor addressed resident concerns: Sewer fee asked and answered.

A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Resolution
No. 25-98 for the 2025 Municipal Budget.

Discussion: none

Roll Call on Resolution No. 25-98 for adoption of the 2025 Municipal Budget.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak ABSENT
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilwoman Nolde to resume the
regular session.

All in favor: v/ opposed: none
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Reports:
Report of Borough Attorney - none

Report of Borough Administrator

I first want to thank Garwood’s CFO, Sandy Bruns, for her dedication and work on the 2025 budget
and the Finance Committee. I also want to thank our Recreation Director for working with us to
apply for another grant—this one is a Capital Improvement grant from the County for additional
funds for the turf field replacement. We applied for an additional $358,000 for this project. This is
not a matching grant. We should find out whether we receive any funding in June. With the passing
of the budget and the introduction of the bond ordinance, there are many projects underway that
we will be working on in the coming months, so we are in the process of gathering final quotes
and/or bids when necessary. I’d also like to commend Chief Stoffer and Captain Rocco—it’s been
a pleasure working with them for the past year. I’ve seen their dedication and how their work has
positively benefited the borough, including finalizing the accreditation. Congratulations on the
promotions for incoming Chief Pridy, Captain Lewis, and Sgt. Czachorowski, which are all on the
agenda this evening as well, and welcome to Officer Smedberg.

Report of Mayor Blumenstock

You will see resolutions on today’s agenda officially retiring Captain Rocco, whose last day was May
Ist , and Chief Stoffer, whose last day is June 1st. We were able to honor Captain Rocco in April
before he left and we will honor Chief Stoffer at our next meeting on May 22nd, so I hope you will
all join me for that. It is the end of an era with both Captain Rocco and Chief Stoffer’s long careers
ending here in Garwood, but their work and mentorship will of course still be strongly felt as we
welcome our new Captain, PJ Lewis and the new Chief of Police, Jonathan Pridy. I am honored to
nominate them for their respective positions. They went through a rigorous, structured process and

worked hard to earn these promotions. I am looking forward to working with them in these new roles.
And we will do our ceremonial promotions ceremonies at our June 12th meeting. We also have
another promotional ceremony that day as Detective Chris Czachorowski is promoted to Sargeant. It
is a big time for our Police Department and for Garwood. Congratulations to all of these officers; I
know you will work hard to ensure our department continues the great path we’re on today. Some
fantastic news for Garwood. We have been awarded the $10,000 grant from Sustainable Jersey for
our upcoming Center Street Corridor Projects. This is a non-matching grant and will essentially help
us offset matching costs from the Infrastructure Grant that is going toward bike lanes and other safety
features along Center Street. The grant was available to Garwood due to our increased sustainability
efforts as we re-certified Bronze with Sustainable Jersey this year and I want to thank Green Team
Members Jeff Jotz and Bill Nierstedt for doing the heavy lifting putting the grant application together,
along with our engineer Mike Disko, Chief Stoffer and John Arthur for their big support. We
previously received a $2,000 grant from Sustainable Jersey to help create the rain garden at the Rec
Complex, so we are making good use of the possible funds that can come from Sustainable Jersey
and I’'m really proud of all the work this Borough is doing. As we continue on this topic of Center
Street, I want to address and clarify some things about the upcoming projects. Overall, I try not to
address everything on social media, as it is difficult to converse in short paragraphs and go back and
forth. So I figured I would address comments I saw here. First, the curb bump outs we’ll be painting



Meeting of the Mayor and Council
May 8, 2025
Page 5 of 28

on June 21st as a part of Safer Streets Day are temporary. The paint will wash away, the delineators
are flexible rubber and will be returned to EZ-Ride. This really is a no-harm project that can introduce
the concept to Garwood, educate both drivers and pedestrians, and let us see just how they work at
this intersection, which was chosen after much discussion with our engineer and Chief of Police.
Before we put anything permanent in, we would need a full plan, we would have to look at grading
and design. It would be a much more in-depth project. One of the reasons we will be looking to do
a Circulation Element to add to our Master Plan is to take a look at things like this and see if there’s
recommendations for these type of traffic calming projects at this intersection or at other intersections.
I personally think that there might a need for these bump outs at certain intersections on the north
side, but as [ am not a professional planner or engineer, we obviously have to bring everyone into that
discussion in the future. There is also some concern that there are some towns that are now ripping
out curb bump outs that they built. I can’t speak to every instance, but some of the ones that were
mentioned, if you look closer, there’s more to the story. Some of those mentioned were being ripped
out because they weren’t built properly and were having drainage problems, so when the town was
doing new street projects they were being removed. Others were mid-block curb bump outs that they
felt weren’t working, which is a different situation. Intersection bump outs are not for every
intersection, that is true, but every safety organization out there is urging governments to look at them
as a possibility for further traffic calming. Which is another point. We are looking, with every tool,
to mitigate accidents. Yes, the goal is zero and we’ll keep working to get there. NJ recently created
a Target Zero Commission to continue working on this for towns all throughout NJ. So yes, common
sense is still necessary among both drivers and pedestrians. But part of our job up here is not just to
say to residents “it’s on you.” Our job is to provide every tool or every piece we can to improve
things to the best of our ability. You don’t elect us to throw up our hands. You elect us to continue
to improve our Borough. Which leads me to my last point. Our Council and our Administrator work
hard to ensure that any project or Borough improvement is done as cost effectively as possible. And
this is no exception. Making these safety improvements may not be on the top of everyone’s priority
list, but I when I came into office, I said that street safety was one of mine. Hence, why we’ve been
working with the Police Department for increased traffic stops, with an incredible record number even
just this last month. But it’s not enough for us up here to rely on traffic stops. If there are other
infrastructure improvements we can make, then it’s our job to do them. And we’re making these
through the use of two grants to make it as cost effective as possible. The temporary curb bump out
project is at no cost to the Borough, and the bike lanes and other safety purchases are offset by grants
and represent a minimal capital payment. I saw lot about why are we adding things, why are we
changing things? My question to those who feel we should just constantly maintain status quo in
Borough and not make improvements: why then do you come to the Council with your concerns, if
not for us to work to improve things? Why do we even have elected officials to make those decisions
and push improvements forward? Maintaining the status quo, not trying to improve things in town,
would mean that you’re ok with everything as they are now. But that’s not what I hear from residents.
They want their community to be even safer. The bike lanes (which by the way, begin after the curb
bump out on Willow, so they don’t interfere) are not just about a few people you know who like to
ride their bike, or just about sustainability or just encouraging wellness. They are a safety feature.
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And overall, I think everyone can agree anything that improves street safety in Garwood is a good
thing, especially when it can be done efficiently financially. Even the students at Local Government
Night, who were pretending to be us up here, knew that when they actually asked us to consider bike
lanes so that they could feel safer riding their bikes and scooters, so that they wouldn’t feel like they
had to go up on the sidewalk at different points. And I was really happy to let them know that we
were already working on them, and that they should see them here soon. One last thing, I want to
officially invite Garwood’s Council, our employees and their families to join me on Memorial Day
to march in the parade in Cranford, as we do annually. We’ll be meeting at 8:30 am at the Craford
Community Center and for everyone who wants to come and watch the parade starts as 9:00am. I
hope to see all of Garwood there to celebrate! And then please join us and the Recreation Committee
for the annual memorial service at the Knights of Columbus where we will have an amazing veteran
keynote speaker US Army Sergeant Krystal Cordero. The ceremony followed by lunch will be at
12:00pm.

The Borough is currently exploring a shared court arrangement with the Borough of Fanwood, with
further discussions planned involving the Council and Borough Administrator. As part of this process,
potential grant opportunities are also being reviewed. Key details, including the proposed location of
court proceedings—whether in Fanwood or Garwood—are still under evaluation. A preliminary
discussion was held between the Mayor and Council to consider the various options. Residents are
encouraged to share their feedback and thoughts on the matter.

Comments from the Council:
Councilwoman Boto — No comment

Councilman Foley — Wished everyone a Happy Mother’s Day.

Councilman Kearney - Thank you, Mayor! We have a lot happening tonight, so I will be brief. First,
congratulates to the Garwood Police Department on achieving accreditation from the New Jersey
State Association of Chiefs of Police. Accreditation is a significant accomplishment for our police
department, its leadership, and its members, but it represents more than just a mark of professional
pride. It demonstrates that the Garwood Police Department is operationally and procedurally effective
and has committed to continuing this. I am proud to have supported this initiative as Police
Commissioner for the last two years, and I am even prouder of the men and women of the Garwood
Police Department for coming together and putting in the necessary work to achieve this.
Congratulations to Officer Smedberg on his formal swearing-in tonight. Do right, and be safe, sir.
I’'m looking forward to congratulating our incoming Sergeant, Captain, and Chief of Police after the
Consent Agenda tonight and working with them in their new roles. Of course, I’1l also have a lot to
say about Chief Stoffer, but I’ll save it for his last meeting before he rides off into retirement. Finally,
I am asking the Council to support two Resolutions I’ve drafted. Resolution 25-109 calls on the State
Legislature to fully restore Energy Tax Receipts to municipal governments. I believe this is an
essential step in controlling, or ever having a chance at reducing, property taxes at the source and a
long-overdue action, as many local governing bodies have had to repeatedly advocate during the last
few state budgets to receive any of this money at all, when all of this money was initially intended as
direct local tax relief. Resolution 25-110 calls for the passage of S3398/A5009, the “Packaging
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Product Stewardship Act,” which would shift some of the recycling burden from local residents and
taxpayers to the companies producing a significant source of plastics through their packaging
materials. If enacted, this cost-shifting legislation will save taxpayer money by reducing the amount
of material requiring recycling in our local pickups. That’s all for me, thank you!

Councilman Lazarow — There is a strong sense of pride in the Police Department, which stands
as a testament to its commitment to establishing and upholding high standards and procedures.
This dedication is meaningful to the entire community.

Councilman Padusniak — Not present

Council President Nolde — Expressed pride in the Police Department and appreciation for the
opportunity to work with the Police Department Committee, highlighting the value of witnessing
the process and the collaborative effort involved. Extended sincere thanks to all who contributed.

MINUTES:
Minutes of the Regular and Executive Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on
April 22, 2025, and the Special Council and Executive Session Meetings held on April 29, 2025.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Foley to accept the Regular
and Executive Session Meeting Minutes as presented.

All in favor: v/, opposed: none

COMMUNICATIONS: RECEIVED AND FILED
1. New Jersey American Water Company, Inc. Filing for Approval of Proposed Cost
Recovery of Lead Service Line Replacement Plan

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/American_Water - WR22010017.pdf

ORDINANCES:
INTRODUCTION:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-17 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-17

AN ORDINANCE FIXING SALARIES AND WAGES OF CERTAIN OFFICIALS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey as follows:


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/American_Water_-_WR22010017.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/American_Water_-_WR22010017.pdf
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SECTION 1. The following named officials and employees of the Borough of Garwood
shall be entitled to an annual salary or wages hereinafter set forth opposite each respective

classification:

POSITION MINIMUM MAXIMUM
Accounting/Payroll Clerk — Part time (Hourly) $ 25.00 $ 30.00
Accounting/Payroll Clerk — Full time $ 50,000.00 $ 70,000.00
Accounts Payable Clerk — Part time (Hourly) $ 25.00 $ 30.00
Accounts Payable Clerk — Full time $ 45,000.00 $ 65,000.00
Administrator-Full Time $ 115,000.00 $ 135,000.00
Board of Health Secretary $ 1,000.00 $ 1,500.00
Board of Health Licensing Official $ 1,500.00 $ 2,000.00
Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer/Assistant Administrator | $ 100,000.00 $ 120,000.00
Administrative Assistant — Part time (Hourly) $ 15.00 $ 30.00
Clerk/Stenographer $ 42,000.00 $ 49,000.00
Code Enforcement Officer — Part Time (Hourly) $ 25.00 $ 40.00
Council Members (6) $ $ 1.00
Deputy Municipal Clerk $ $ 55,000.00
Deputy Registrar of Vital Statistics $ 250.00 $ 1,000.00
Fire Safety Inspectors (Hourly) $ 20.00 $ 25.00
Fire Official (Hourly) $ 20.00 $ 25.00
Mayor $ $ 1.00
Municipal Alliance Coordinator $ 500.00 $ 7,500.00
Municipal Clerk $ 60,000.00 $ 80,000.00
Municipal Court Administrator $ 45,000.00 $ 55,000.00
Municipal Engineer $ 20,000.00 $ 30,000.00
Municipal Housing Liaison $ 2,000.00 $ 3,000.00
Municipal Judge $ 18,000.00 $ 23,000.00
Municipal Assistant Treasurer $ 60,000.00 $ 80,000.00
Network Administrator Police Computers $ 2,500.00 $ 3,500.00
Office of Emergency Management/Secretary $ 150.00 $ 500.00
Office of Emergency Management/Director $ 2,000.00 $ 5,000.00
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POSITION MINIMUM MAXIMUM

Parking Enforcement Officer — Part time (Hourly) $ 18.00 $ 25.00
Planning Board Planner/Engineer $ 2,000.00 $ 5,000.00
Planning Board Secretary $ 12,000.00 $ 20,000.00
Police Chief $ 145,000.00 $ 165,000.00
Property Maintenance Officer — Part time (Hourly) $ 17.00 $ 25.00
Public Information Officer $ 5,000.00 $ 20,000.00
Public Moderator (Hourly) $ 25.00 $ 30.00
Qualified Purchasing Agent $ 5,000.00 $ 7,500.00
Recreation Aides (Hourly) $ 10.00 $ 20.00
Recreation Director - Full Time $ 50,000.00 $ 75,000.00
Recreation Director/Summer Program (Hourly) $ 25.00 $ 30.00
Recreation Asst Director/Summer Program (Hourly) $ 15.00 $ 25.00
Recreation Supervisors (Hourly) $ 15.00 $ 25.00
Registrar of Vital Statistics $ 5,000.00 $ 7,500.00
Senior Citizen Bus Driver (Hourly) $ 20.00 $ 25.00
Senior Citizen Director $ 4,000.00 $ 7,000.00
Shade Tree Officer $ $ 5,000.00
Special Police Officer, Matron — Class “C” (Hourly) $ 15.00 $ 25.00
Superintendent of Fire Apparatus $ 1,000.00 $ 1,200.00
Tax Assessor - Part Time $ 15,000.00 $ 20,000.00
Tax Collector - Part time $ 20,000.00 $ 30,000.00
Tax Collector - Full time $ 55,000.00 $ 75,000.00
Zoning Code Review Official $ 8,000.00 $ 13,000.00
Zoning Code Enforcement Official $ 6,000.00 $ 10,000.00
Violations Clerk — Part time (Hourly) $ 15.00 $ 30.00
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POSITION MINIMUM MAXIMUM
Police Dispatcher: RANGE 34,000 65,000
Probationary 34,000

Class IV 35,000

Class lll 37,000

Class |l 39,000

Class | 42,000

SECTION 2. The salaries and wages provided for in Section 1 hereof shall be payable bi-
weekly unless otherwise ordered by resolution of the Mayor and Council.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or
provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall
apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the
remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage
and publication in accordance with applicable law.

A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilwoman Boto to introduce Ordinance
No. 25-17.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak ABSENT
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

Municipal Clerk to read Bond Ordinance No. 25-18 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-18

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT
EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS
EQUIPMENT, NEW ADDITIONAL FURNISHINGS AND A NEW AUTOMOTIVE
VEHICLE, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR
THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $390,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
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APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION
NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1. The Borough of Garwood, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey (the
"Borough") is hereby authorized to make various public improvements and to acquire new
additional or replacement equipment and machinery, new communication and signal systems
equipment, new additional furnishings and a new automotive vehicle, including original apparatus
and equipment, in, by and for said Borough, as more particularly described in Section 4 hereof.
Said improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable
therefor.

Section 2. There is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of making the
improvements described in Sections 1 and 4 hereof (hereinafter referred to as "purposes"), the
respective amounts of money hereinafter stated as the appropriation for said respective purposes.
Said appropriation shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized and the down
payment appropriated by this ordinance. Said improvements shall be made as general
improvements and no part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against property specially benefited.

Section 3. It is hereby determined and stated that the making of such improvements is
not a current expense of said Borough.

Section 4. The several purposes hereby authorized for the financing of which said
obligations are to be issued are set forth in the following "Schedule of Improvements, Purposes
and Amounts" which schedule also shows (1) the amount of the appropriation and the estimated
cost of each such purpose, and (2) the amount of each sum which is to be provided by the down
payment hereinafter appropriated to finance such purposes, and (3) the estimated maximum
amount of bonds and notes to be issued for each such purpose, and (4) the period of usefulness of
each such purpose, according to its reasonable life, computed from the date of said bonds:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A. Installation of security cameras at the Municipal Building, Police Department and
Fire House.
Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 40,000
Down Payment Appropriated $ 1,905
Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 38,095
Period of Usefulness 10 years
B. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new

communication and signal systems equipment for the use of the Fire Department, including, but
not limited to, (i) turnout gear, (ii) radios and chargers and (iii) pagers.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 56,000
Down Payment Appropriated $ 2,700



C.
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Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 53,300
Period of Usefulness 5 years

Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and new

additional furnishings consisting of picnic tables and trash receptacles for use at various Borough
parks and recreation facilities.

E.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 18,000
Down Payment Appropriated $ 900
Bonds and Notes Authorized $17,100
Period of Usefulness 5 years

Undertaking of various improvements at the Athletic Field Complex.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 28,000
Down Payment Appropriated $ 1,335
Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 26,665
Period of Usefulness 15 years

Acquisition of a new automotive vehicle (with a gross vehicle weight rating

(GVWR) in excess of 15,000 pounds), including original apparatus and equipment, consisting of
a mason dump truck with snow plow for the use of the Department of Public Works ("DPW").

F.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $145,000
Down Payment Appropriated $ 6,905
Bonds and Notes Authorized $138,095
Period of Usefulness 10 years

Installation of exhaust fans at the DPW Garage. It is hereby determined and stated

that said public building being improved is of "Class B" or equivalent construction as defined in
Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated,
as amended; the "Local Bond Law").

G.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 36,000
Down Payment Appropriated $ 1,715
Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 34,285
Period of Usefulness 15 years

Undertaking of the Center Street Safety Corridor Project (from South Avenue to

Unami Park) consisting of the installation of bike lanes and various pedestrian safety and traffic
calming improvements.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 43,000
Down Payment Appropriated $ 2,395
Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 40,605

Period of Usefulness 5 years
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H. Installation of crosswalk flashing beacons and other pedestrian safety
improvements in the vicinity of the intersection of South Avenue and West Street.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 24,000
Down Payment Appropriated $ 1,145
Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 22,855
Period of Usefulness 10 years
Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $390,000
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $ 19,000
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes
Authorized $371,000
Section 5. The cost of such purposes, as hereinbefore stated, includes the aggregate

amount of $19,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purposes,
including architect's fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses and other
expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local
Bond Law.

Section 6. It is hereby determined and stated that moneys exceeding $19,000,
appropriated for down payments on capital improvements or for the capital improvement fund in
budgets heretofore adopted for said Borough, are now available to finance said purposes. The sum
of $19,000 is hereby appropriated from such moneys to the payment of the cost of said purposes.

Section 7. To finance said purposes, bonds of said Borough of an aggregate principal
amount not exceeding $371,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond
Law. Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the
limitations prescribed by law. All matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this
ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter adopted.

Section 8. To finance said purposes, bond anticipation notes of said Borough of an
aggregate principal amount not exceeding $371,000 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant
to the Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds. In the event that bonds are
issued pursuant to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be issued
shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal amount of the bonds so issued. If the
aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any
time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section, the moneys raised by the issuance of said
bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of such notes
then outstanding.

Section 9. Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated
on or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall
bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed
by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and within limitations prescribed by the
Local Bond Law. Each of said bond anticipation notes shall be signed by the Mayor and by a
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financial officer and shall be under the seal of said Borough and attested by the Borough Clerk.
Said officers are hereby authorized to execute said notes in such form as they may adopt in
conformity with law. The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not
determined by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief
Financial Officer who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time to time
in the manner provided by law.

Section 10. It is hereby determined and declared that the average period of usefulness
of said purposes, according to their reasonable lives, taking into consideration the respective
amounts of bonds or notes authorized for said purposes, is a period of 9.32 years computed from
the date of said bonds.

Section 11. It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement
required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk
of said Borough, and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said Borough, as
defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased by this ordinance by $371,000 and that
the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this ordinance will be within all debt limitations
prescribed by said Local Bond Law.

Section 12.  Any funds received from private parties, the County of Union, the State of
New Jersey or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or
any of its agencies in aid of such purposes, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such
purposes, or, if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond anticipation
notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced accordingly.

Section 13.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the
Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as
approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough
Clerk and is available for public inspection.

Section 14. The Borough intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the
improvements described in Sections 1 and 4 of this bond ordinance. If the Borough incurs such
costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Borough hereby states its reasonable
expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in
the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.

Section 15.  The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual
payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance. Said
obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Borough, and the Borough
shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Borough for the payment
of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount.

Section 16.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof
after final passage.

A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Lazarow to introduce Ordinance
No. 25-18.
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ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak ABSENT
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair — no report

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair — no report

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair — no report

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair

Thank you, Mayor. In addition to their reoccurring activities DPW Employees assisted with the set
up and take down of tables for numerous Recreation activities. Continued to perform preventative
maintenance on miscellaneous public works trucks and landscaping equipment. Completed spring
cleanups at the Sports Complex, Municipal Complex, Center Street underpass including Kennedy
Plaza, Hartman Park, the Fire House, Municipal Lot 2 and miscellaneous Borough maintained right-
of-way areas. Removed the soil stabilization matting along the new open-air canopy at the Sports
Complex and installed topsoil and seed. Began spring flower planting and street sweeping operations.
Picked up and installed the Garwood Rocks banners. A few Quick Reminders: This Saturday, May
10th from 10 — 2, residents can drop off electronics, plastic bags/film, concrete, brick and motor oil
at the Recycling Center located on Willow Avenue. On Saturday, May 17th Clean Communities Litter
Clean Up Day will be taking place from 9-11, check-in is here at Borough Hall this is a rain or shine
event. To pre-register email our Recreation Director at k-lysak@garwood.org. All are welcome. The
deadline for bulk pick forms up is Friday, May 23rd. Lastly, a quick report on Shade Tree activities:
Congratulations to the Borough as The Arbor Day Foundation named Garwood a 2024 Tree City
USA in honor of its commitment to plant, grow and maintain trees to benefit its community. In order
to earn Tree City USA recognition, a city must uphold four core standards including maintaining a
tree board or department, having a community tree ordinance, spending at least $2 per capita on urban
forestry and participating in an Arbor Day celebration. Garwood held Arbor Day on April 25th. A
tree was planted at Lincoln School with the assistance of students led by Shade Tree Officer Bill
Nierstedt and Shade Tree Committee Volunteer Michael Mindel. 8th Grade student, Enzo Rigonato
who won the poetry contest shared his poem. He won 10 trees which he can plant at locations of his
choice. He should receive them before the end of the month. That concludes my report.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair

Thank you, Mayor. We are holding the Ordinance with an update to Chapter 58 that I previously
reported out of this committee for another few meetings. After speaking extensively with the Borough
Clerk and Borough Administrator, the committee wants to see specifics on how the Borough’s
adoption of an online licensing portal will be configured to ensure the language and procedures
covered in this Chapter do not need further updates, which would require another Ordinance later in
the year. We will provide a “heads up” when this is expected to land on a future agenda. I also have
the latest monthly activity report. The Garwood Police Department recorded 2109 calls for service
during the month of April, 2025. These calls include (but are not limited to): 362 motor vehicle stops
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* 180 building/property checks, * 36 medical assists, * 88 community policing posts, * 13 walking
posts, * 24 suspicious person/vehicles investigated, ¢ 18 criminal investigations, Finally, Chief Stoffer
is happy to announce the Garwood Police Department is beginning a new Bike Helmet Reward
program. Mayor, if I may, I’d like to call up the point man for this program, Officer Erickson, to tell
us about it!

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair

Community Engagement Recreation: @ There will be a meet & greet with the new summer camp
director, Tanya Ribeiro, on Tuesday, May 20th from 7 pm to 8 pm at Borough Hall. Parents can stop
by anytime during that hour to meet and talk to Tanya. It’s also a chance to register for camp at the
early bird rate (the early bird rate ends May 23rd). Ms. Lysak be there to assist with registration. ®
Adult Open Play Soccer takes place every Friday night at 8 pm on the turf fields, ® The next ceramics
class is on Wednesday, May 28th at 7 pm, ® The Youth Walking Challenge is going well and this
week is the last week of the challenge. An adult walking challenge will take place in the summer so
stay tuned. ® There will be a summer youth soccer program on Saturdays provided by US Sports
Group which will start in July. Registration will open soon at www.garwoodrec.com.
EVENTS: e The Memorial Day Ceremony and Luncheon will take place on Monday, May 26th at
noon at the Knights of Columbus

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow

Just a reminder that the library will be closed Monday, May 26 for Memorial Day. MAY EVENTS
May 1 -15 Summer Reading Book Mark Contest This year’s theme is Color Our World, embracing
the beauty of Art in all its forms, drawing, painting, photography, décor, storytelling, fashion, and
performance, helping all of us to see the world from a new, unique, and artistic lens. Ten book
marks submissions will be printed and distributed by the library for everyone to enjoy. Winners
will be chosen by Library Staff and announced June 2, 2025. MAY 13 at 3pm Grab and Go Adult
Craft -Pick up supplies and instructions for a seasonal craft. Registration is required for craft kits
and 1s limited to 10 participants. May 13, at 7 pm social media Our Kids and their Emotions. Join
us for a riveting presentation by Alessandra Kellermann, a mental health professional, disability
advocate, and education consultant with more than the thirty years’ experience working with
children, teens and families. She will discuss the current use of social media and effects it has on
the wellbeing of children and teens. Registration is required. May 16 — 30 Garwood’s Tiny Art
Show - Tiny Art Show - Pick up a 4 x 6 canvas, while supplies last. You can also use your own 4
x 6 canvas. Paint or draw something you love. Return the artwork to the Library by May 30 for
The Summer’s Tiny Art Show. This is not a contest. It is open to Garwood residents of all ages.
Artwork will be displayed in the Library Showcase. All creations will be returned to the artists in
August. May 29, from 10 am to noon Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) — Union County Division of
Aging Staff will be on hand to assist seniors (age 60+) or their caregivers with information on
services, such as meal delivery, respite care, adult day care and support services for caregivers.

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney — no report.

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock

On May 1st, The Senior Club was joined by Mary from the Green Team looking for seniors to get
involved in an upcoming activity. The volunteers will be taking seedlings that they planted and
germinated over the winter and transplanting them into pots that will then be planted in Unami
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Park for their native plant meadow project. If any seniors are interested, please let me know and
I will make the connection so you can participate. We were also joined by Ellen Steinberg and
Peter Humphreys from the Senior Citizens Council to help guide the seniors through the new NJ
property tax relief form pas-1. This year, Senior Freeze, the Anchor program and the new NJ Stay
Program will all be done through one application. Eligibility for this benefit is based on residency,
income, and age as of 2023 and 2024. Ellen and Peter took us through the application line by line
and explained all of the new changes, and we thank them for taking the time with our Club to
provide this help. The next meeti8ng is on May 15th at 12pm at the Knights of Columbus.

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney

Setup for the Taste of Garwood is underway! Our volunteer Board Members are busy stopping in
our local eateries and recruiting, so keep an eye on the Borough website and social media for
participating places and special offers. This year, the Taste of Garwood promotion runs between
May 16th and May 23rd. Again, we will have a few gift cards for customers who remember to
snap that selfie and post publicly using the #TasteOfGarwood. As in past years, the gift cards are
awarded randomly at the end of the promotion week.

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley — no report

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney

The next Planning Board meeting is on Wednesday, May 14th. We have one case on the agenda: a
request for a Zoning amendment of 54 Third Avenue, aka Stephanie Gardens. The Board will also
discuss a preliminary overview of proposed changes to the Borough Code regulating signage, which
the Garwood Small Business Association Board has requested.

OFFICER’S REPORTS:

Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for April, 2025
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zone_Enforcement Report - April 2025.pdf

Property Maintenance/Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for April, 2025
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement Report - April 2025.pdf

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Foley to accept Officer’s
reports.

All in favor: v/ opposed: none

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the
microphone, and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

1. John Prichard — 410 Spruce Avenue — We need to support our police, fire and rescue
squads. We need them in times of emergency. Need to also back our military. During
Vietnam, three men from Garwood lost their lives. Press State Legislature to reopen VA
hospitals.
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2. John Bartolic — 231 Hemlock Avenue — Commented on Resolution 25-110, emphasizing
the importance of ensuring that Council members had thoroughly reviewed the bill in
question prior to casting their votes.

3. Bruce Paterson — 325 Willow Avenue — Also provided comments on Resolution 25-110,
urging the Council to support Senate Bill S4065 and to oppose Bill S1408-A2757.

A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Kearney to close public

comment.

All in favor: v/ opposed: none

Public comments were offered regarding Resolution 25-110, expressing support for Senate Bill
S4065 and opposition to Bills S1408 and A2757, as well as raising questions about the 2025
Budget. These concerns were duly acknowledged and addressed by the Mayor and Councilman
Kearney.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda;
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-97

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE READING OF
THE 2025 MUNICIPAL BUDGET BY TITLE ONLY

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8 provides that the Budget shall be read in full at the public
hearing, or that it may be read by title, if a resolution is passed by no less than the majority of the
full governing body, provided that at least one week prior to the public hearing a complete copy
of the introduced budget shall be made available for public inspection, and copies have been made
available by the Borough Clerk to each person upon request, during the said week of the public
hearing and during the public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the conditions as aforementioned have been met.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of

Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey that the 2025 Municipal Budget shall be read by
title only.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-98

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF THE MUNICIPAL
BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD FOR THE YEAR 2025

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Garwood to prepare an annual budget
identifying all of the anticipated appropriations and revenues to support governmental operations
for 2025; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 provides for the adoption of the annual Municipal Budget
and the annual User-Friendly Budget; and

WHEREAS, that said budget was published in the April 17, 2025 edition of the Union
County Hawk.

WHEREAS, a public hearing on the 2025 Municipal Budget was held on May 8§, 2025 at
7:00 PM in Council Chambers, at which time and place public comments to said Budget for the
year 2025 were presented by taxpayers and other interested persons.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey that in accordance with aforementioned statute:

1. The Borough Council approves the adoption of the 2025 Municipal Budget and the
User-Friendly Budget.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-99

RESOLUTION APPOINTMENT FUND COMMISSIONER TO BERGEN MUNICIPAL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is a member of the Bergen Municipal Employee
Benefits Fund and the Fund’s Bylaws require participating members to appoint a Fund
Commissioner; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of Garwood that John Arthur
be and is hereby appointed as Fund Commissioner to the Bergen Municipal Employee Benefits
Fund, effective May 9, 2025 to represent the Borough of Garwood; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Sandra Bruns, Assistant Administrator/Chief
Financial Officer/Treasurer/Tax Collector be and is hereby appointed as the Alternate Fund
Commissioner for the calendar year 2025; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Local Unit’s Fund Commissioner is authorized
and directed to execute all such documents as required by the Fund.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-100

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD RECOGNIZING JUNETEENTH AS AN OFFICTIAL BOROUGH HOLIDAY
AND ESTABLISHING ITS OBSERVANCE ON THE THIRD FRIDAY IN JUNE EACH
YEAR

WHEREAS, Juneteenth commemorates June 19, 1865, the day when the last enslaved
African Americans in the United States were informed of their freedom, more than two years after
the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation; and

WHEREAS, Juneteenth stands as a powerful symbol of freedom, justice, and the enduring
struggle for equality in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the observance of Juneteenth provides an opportunity for reflection,
education, and celebration of African American history, culture, and contributions; and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress established Juneteenth National Independence
Day as a federal holiday in 2021; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood seeks to affirm its commitment to diversity,
inclusion, and the recognition of all communities that contribute to the strength and vibrancy of
the borough; and

WHEREAS, establishing Juneteenth as a borough holiday supports community
awareness, cultural appreciation, and historical reflection; and

WHEREAS, for purposes of consistent annual scheduling, the Borough of Garwood shall
observe Juneteenth on the third Friday in June of each year.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. Official Recognition: Juneteenth is hereby recognized as an official holiday of the Borough
of Garwood.

2. Date of Observance: Juneteenth shall be observed annually on the third Friday in June.

3. Holiday Calendar Update: The official Borough holiday schedule shall be amended to
include Juneteenth as a paid holiday for all eligible Borough employees.

4. Implementation: The Borough Administrator and all appropriate municipal departments
are hereby directed to take necessary action to implement this resolution, including internal
communication, calendar updates, and consideration of public events recognizing the
holiday
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-101

ESTABLISHING COMPENSATION STRUCTURES FOR
TEAMSTERS LOCAL 11

WHEREAS, said resolution reflects changes of salaries and/or hourly rates to be paid to
said employees of the Borough of Garwood for the year 2025.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of
Garwood that the proper officer of the Borough be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute
checks on Borough Funds for the purpose of paying the annual salaries and/or hourly rates to the
employees of the Borough of Garwood as set forth opposite each job classification. Said salaries
to be paid bi-weekly less such deductions as in such cases made. The schedule of salaries hereafter
set forth shall be effective as of January 1, 2025.

. Salary
Name Title PH Class
Navarro, Linwood Laborer/Foreman $47.79 A
Bongiovanni, Peter Laborer $37.79 A
Castaldo. Daniel Laborer $21.635 Probation
Hoff, John Laborer $37.79 A
Moore, Matthew W. Laborer $37.79 A
Pizzi, 111, Frank Laborer $37.79 A
Scuorzo, Anthony Laborer $37.79 A
Lewis, Glenn Laborer/PT $37.79 A

RESOLUTION NO. 25-102

RETIREMENT OF CAPTAIN S. ROCCO

WHEREAS, the Chief of Police received correspondence dated January 13, 2025, from
Captain Samuel Rocco, Police Officer, advising that he will be retiring from his employment with
the Borough of Garwood; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Rocco has advised that his retirement shall be irrevocable and effective
on May 1, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey, Division of Pensions and Benefits requires the
Finance Department to certify the employment for Captain Samuel Rocco in order to process the
May 1, 2025 retirement.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood as follows:
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1) The Borough of Garwood hereby accepts and relies upon the January 13, 2025 notice of
retirement from Captain Samuel Rocco.

2) Effective May 1, 2025, Captain Samuel Rocco shall be retired from his position as Police
Officer with the Borough of Garwood.

3) This resolution puts the CFO on notice to immediately process any and all requests from
the State of New Jersey, Division of Pensions and Benefits regarding the retirement of Captain
Samuel Rocco.

4) This resolution shall take effect immediately.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-103

RETIREMENT OF CHIEF D. STOFFER

WHEREAS, Douglas Stoffer has dedicated 25 years of distinguished service to the
Borough of Garwood, having been sworn in as a Patrolman with the Garwood Police Department
on May 1, 2000; and

WHEREAS, Chief Stoffer has served with unwavering commitment, exemplifying
professionalism, precision, and pride throughout his progression through the ranks of the Garwood
Police Department; and

WHEREAS, Chief Stoffer’s readiness to embrace responsibility, coupled with his
steadfast commitment to serving the residents of our community, has been consistently
demonstrated through his loyal and dedicated service; his exceptional leadership has been both
recognized and deeply appreciated; and

WHEREAS, on June 1, 2025, following 25 years of honorable and devoted service to the
Borough of Garwood, Chief Douglas Stoffer will retire, concluding a remarkable career in public
service;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, do hereby publicly recognize and commend
Chief Douglas Stoffer for his exemplary service, professionalism, and unwavering dedication to
duty; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that heartfelt gratitude and best wishes are extended to
Chief Stoffer and his family for continued health, happiness, and success in all future endeavors.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-104

RESOLUTION APPOINTING NEW CAPTAIN P. LEWIS

WHEREAS, a vacancy has arisen in the position of Captain within the Garwood Police
Department as a result of retirement;

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-5 and Chapter 34, Section 4 of the
Borough Code, the Mayor shall nominate the Captain with the advice and consent of Borough
Council; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Jen Blumenstock has nominated Philip Lewis for the position of
Captain.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood that Philip Lewis is hereby appointed to the title of Captain of the Garwood Police
Department, effective June 1, 2025. Compensation and benefits will be provided in accordance
with the terms of the PBA contract.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-105

RESOLUTION APPOINTING NEW CHIEF OF POLICE J. PRIDY

WHEREAS, Chief Douglas Stoffer is retiring from employment with the Borough of
Garwood effective May 31, 2025; and

WHEREAS, due to the retirement of Chief Stoffer, there will be an upcoming vacancy in
the position of the Chief of Police of the Borough of Garwood Police Department; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-5(g) and Chapter 34 of the Borough
Code the Mayor shall nominate with the advice and consent of Borough Council a Chief of Police;
and

WHEREAS, Mayor Blumenstock has nominated Jonathan Pridy for the position of Chief
of Police, pending Borough Council approval and the ultimate vacancy in the position.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood by
the following roll call vote of a successful 2/3 thirds of majority hereby confirm the appointment
of Jonathan Pridy as Chief of Police, Garwood Police Department, effective June 1, 2025, at an
annual salary of $160,000 with benefits as per the Borough’s Personnel Policies and Procedures
Manual, effective June 1, 2025.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-106

RESOLUTION APPOINTING NEW SERGEANT C. CZACHOROWSKI

WHEREAS, there is a promotional vacancy in the title of Sergeant of the Borough of
Garwood Police Department; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:60-5 and Chapter 34, Section 4 of the
Borough Code, the Mayor shall nominate the Sergeant with the advice and consent of Borough
Council; and

WHEREAS, Mayor Jen Blumenstock has nominated Detective Christopher Czachorowski
for the position of Sergeant.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood that Christopher Czachorowski is hereby appointed to the title of Sergeant of the
Garwood Police Department, effective June 1, 2025. Compensation and benefits will be provided
in accordance with the terms of the PBA contract.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-107

RESOLUTION TO RELEASE TRANSFER OF FIREARM TO CAPTAIN S. ROCCO

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of
Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize Chief Douglas Stoffer to sign the release to transfer
firearm Glock Model 17, 9 mm Handgun, Serial # BGMR&13 to Police Officer Samuel Rocco as
per his upcoming retirement from the Garwood Police Department.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-108

RESOLUTION APPOINTING SUMMER CAMP HIRES

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that the following are hereby appointed as 2025 Garwood Recreation Summer
Camp Employees, as per attached list and hourly rates listed below:

Director: $25.00
Assistant Director: $18.00
All Counselors: $14.53
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-109

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE RESTORATION OF ENERGY TAXES TO
MUNICIPALITIES

WHEREAS, taxes on gas and electric utilities were initially collected by the host
municipalities to be used for local purposes and to compensate the public for the use of their rights
of way; and

WHEREAS, when the State made itself the collection agent for these taxes, it promised to
dedicate the proceeds to municipal property tax relief; since, just as municipalities collect property
taxes for the benefit of school districts, counties and other entities; the State is supposed to collect
Energy Taxes for the benefit of municipal governments; and

WHEREAS, for many years, State budget makers have diverted funding from Energy
Taxes to fund State programs; and instead of being spent on local programs and services and used
to offset property taxes, the money has been spent as successive Legislatures and Administrations
have seen fit; and

WHEREAS, while the State may need to have the right to override the statutory dedication
of these revenues to local governments, to deal with emergencies and crises that may occur, current
State policymakers should not exercise that right automatically; and

WHEREAS, while that right should be the exception, it has become the rule; and

WHEREAS, by maintaining flat funding for the appropriation of the Consolidated
Municipal Property Tax Relief Act (CMPTRA) year after year, State Budget makers have been
able to continue collecting Energy Taxes while retaining additional revenue that should have been
returned to local governments to support property tax relief; and

WHEREAS, in SFY 2023, the State did provide some much-needed relief in the allocation
of $75 million of new funds identified as the Municipal Relief Fund; and

WHEREAS, in SFY 2024, the State allocated $150 million in Municipal Relief Funds;
however, in SFY 2025 and, as proposed in SFY 2026, no allocation will exist; and

WHEREAS, in SFY 2024, the Energy Tax Receipts Program should have received over
$350 million to restore municipalities back to 2008 levels, however, the State’s diversion of
Energy Taxes has continued to grow, causing a greater financial gap; and

WHEREAS, the cumulative impact of years of flat funding and underfunding has left
many municipalities with serious needs and burdensome property taxes; and

WHEREAS, local elected officials are in the best position to decide how best to use these
resources, which were always intended to fund local programs and services; and
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WHEREAS, the overall trend has been a slowdown in the growth of the average municipal
property tax bill since the imposition of the 2% property tax levy cap; and

WHEREAS, local officials are clearly committed to limiting their reliance on increased
property taxes while bearing the responsibility to provide for local needs, including critical public
safety, health, infrastructure, and educational needs of the community;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Garwood in the County
of Union calls for the immediate restoration of funding diverted from Energy Taxes intended for
local use; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we, respectfully, call on State policy makers to end
the diversion of our municipal resources to cover State spending and to provide us with this critical
tool to relieve the worst-in-the-nation property tax burden borne, for too long, by the people of
New Jersey; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that executed copies of this Resolution shall be sent to
State Senate President Nicholas Scutari, State Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin, State Senator
Jon Bramnick, State Assemblymembers Nancy Munoz and Michelle Matsikoudis, the
Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs Jacquelyn Suarez, the State Treasurer
Elizabeth Maher Muoio, the Lieutenant Governor Tahesha Way, the Governor of the State of New
Jersey Phil Murphy, and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-110

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE NEW JERSEY STATE LEGISLATURE
PASSING A STRONG PACKAGING PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP ACT

WHEREAS, approximately 40 % (per cent) of plastics produced are used for packaging;
and

WHEREAS, managing packaging waste costs New Jersey taxpayers hundreds of millions
of dollars annually; and

WHEREAS, companies that produce packaging materials should help bear the costs of
their waste byproducts; and

WHEREAS, some packaging is not recyclable; and

WHEREAS, plastic causes serious pollution throughout its entire lifecycle—from the
extraction of the fossil fuels used to make it, to its manufacture, its petrochemical additives, its
use, and its disposal; and

WHEREAS, litter resulting from this excess packaging is a blight on the community; and

WHEREAS, enacting the “Packaging Product Stewardship Act” (S3398/A5009) would
reduce waste, increase recycling rates, create jobs, reduce product toxicity, provide millions of
dollars in savings for taxpayers, provide new money to local governments to manage waste, and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood, in the County of Union, New Jersey, urges the New Jersey State Legislature to pass and
sign into law a strong and effective Packaging Product Stewardship Act.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that executed copies of this Resolution shall be sent to
Governor Phil Murphy, Senate President Nicholas Scutari, Speaker of the General Assembly Craig
Coughlin, State Senator Jon Bramnick, Assemblymembers Nancy Munoz and Michelle
Matsikoudis, and the Association of New Jersey Environmental Commissions.

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL:

A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Consent
Agenda.

Discussion: none

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak ABSENT
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

RESOLUTION TABLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Lazarow, to table
Resolution # 25-110.

Discussion: Mayor and Council - none

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley NAY Councilman Padusniak ABSENT
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

Let the record reflect that later in the meeting, Councilman Foley requested to update his vote on
the motion to table Resolution 25-110 to an affirmative AYE.

NEW BUSINESS: NONE
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PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered
paid when
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto second by Councilman Foley to adopt Payment of
Claims Resolution.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak ABSENT
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on May 22, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in
Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org/gb_notices

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto second by Councilman Lazarow to adjourn.

All in favor: v/ opposed: none
Time: 8:34 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Patiaecallaggusty™

Patricia Vazquez
Acting Borough Clerk
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