
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
April 10, 2025 

Time: 7:00 p.m.  
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  Present 
Councilwoman Boto  Present   Councilman Lazarow  Present 
Councilman Foley  Present   Councilman Padusniak Present 
Councilman Kearney  Present   Council President Nolde Present 
 
Also present – Staff and Professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Sam Rocco, Police Captain 
Patricia Vazquez, Acting Municipal Clerk 
 
At 7:02 pm the Mayor suspended regular business to honor Police Captain Sam Rocco’s years of 
service and wish him well on his retirement.  
 
At 7:08 pm regular business resumed 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Attorney – working on update on pet license procedure 
 
Report of Borough Administrator - I’m happy to report that Garwood has been awarded $92,000 
toward upgrading the turf field at the Athletic Field Complex. The Shade Structure is almost ready 
to be opened, and as you will see on tonight’s agenda, we are working to enter into an agreement 
with a concession’s vendor. I would like to thank Garwood’s Recreation Director for taking the 
lead on all of these projects and securing the grant funding. We are now hoping to seek other 
sources of grant funding for the turf field project, but we will likely be using some of the Athletic 
Field Trust and bonding for some of the funds to complete the project. I want to also wish Captain 
Sam Rocco all the best in his retirement. It’s been a pleasure working with him and he was 
instrumental in getting the Garwood Police Department accredited. Lastly, I’d like to thank 
Garwood’s CFO for all of her work on this year’s budget, which is being introduced tonight. We 
have also been awarded a $39,000 Infrastructure Grant from the county, so we can begin working 
on the Center Street safety corridor project as soon as matching funds are put into place. 
 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock - I just want to say how pleased I am about receiving the Local 
Recreation Grant Award.  Such a large grant will go a long way towards financing the replacement 
of the turf field.  And the news about the concession stand vendor is also huge for Garwood. Thank 
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you to Ms. Lysak for working to achieve both of these.  This is something completely new for 
Garwood, but I can tell you it has been long discussed over the past years and to finally see it to 
fruition just speaks volumes. Now I know this first summer it will be a sort of lets see in terms of 
scheduling, as the vendor gets to see what days and times make the most sense, and work out any 
kinks, but hopefully as we move through this season and determine that, by the time we get to next 
season, we will have the full experience.  Just excited to be able to walk down and grab a soda and a 
hot dog and sit under the new shade structure on the picnic benches for a nice summer evening. As 
you know this week is Local Government Week. To celebrate, the Borough put on a photo contest 
themed “Garwood in the Eye of the Beholder.”  We asked for submissions from residents that showed 
the world what Garwood looked like to them, how they see their small town with a big heart.  And 
the photos did not disappoint.  I am proud to announce our winners tonight and we have showcased 
the pictures right here in Council Chambers for everyone to see.  Give honorable mention because the 
judges just couldn’t resist two little cuties, Kathy Villaggio’s picture of her two grandsons. Mrs. 
Villaggio said “This is what Garwood means to me, families and grandkids.” In third place, The 
Garwood Public Library sent us over this picture of the Library in the fall, and while I know they 
don’t want prizes or acclaim, this picture of such an important part of Garwood and in such beautiful 
fall lighting, had to be considered.  In 2nd Place, is Stephanie Willix who submitted a picture of her 
daughter playing softball at the Rec Co0nplex Little League Field.  She said, “This is the future of 
Garwood, our children.”  Ande in 1st place, we have a submission by Katie Carolan of the Georgiana 
Memorial Park on 4th and Walnut.  In Katie’s words “Garwood’s small town with a big heart feeling, 
for me, is when I think of a place where everyone has their green lawns, flowers blooming, and public 
spaces for our kids to grow and thrive. It is truly a place where everyone knows each other, and I think 
that’s really hard to find in other places.”  And I couldn’t agree more, and think all of these photos 
are well deserving. They will each receive a Dunkin donuts gift cards just as a small token.  But really 
the gift is for all of us to have these photos on display.  I thank everyone who submitted photos and 
told us what Garwood means to them. Also, as a part of Local Government Week, the Student Council 
at Lincoln School participated in Students in Government Night where they engaged in a mock 
Council Meeting.  The students, taking over as Mayor and Councilmembers as well as some of our 
Borough Employees, took us through a whole meeting even answering some tough public comment 
questions, including what they think about curfews for teenagers, what makes a leader, and whether 
e-scooters should be allowed on sidewalks.  The students gave insightful answers and conducted the 
meeting professionally, and they get an A plus from all of us.  I hope to see them up here one day! 
Thank you to Ms. Benc, the Student Council Advisor, and Principal Mrs. Emmons for helping bring 
this night together once again. I also want to announce that we will be holding an informational town 
hall on the Center Street corridor on April 28th at 7pm, with a focus on the curb bump outs we are 
pursuing at Center and Willow.  This informational session will explain a bit more about what bumps 
outs are and how they work, how we are partnering with EZ ride to create a temporary demo of the 
bump outs this summer, and also get some feedback from participants about the kind of artistic design 
they might want to see.  The session will be held here at Borough Hall and you should see 
announcements coming soon on social media, so hope to see everyone there. I want to turn back to 
grants for a minute.  Mr. Arthur announced the Local Recreation Improvement Grant that we will be 
receiving for $92,000 to assist in paying for the turf field replacement.  I wanted to ask the Council to 
direct Mr. Arthur to apply for anther grant that can help further offset the cost of that project.  The 
Union County Board of Commissioners has announced a Capital Project Grant open to all 
municipalities in the County.  It’ s a grant that can be used for community enhancements or 
infrastructure improvements on projects with an estimate cost of at least $100,000.  The turf field 
replacement fits the requirements, and so with everyone’s ok, I’d like to ask that we apply for this 
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grant to use towards the project.  Together with the other grant we can offset a rather large portion of 
the replacement, reducing the financing burden. 
 
Comments from the Council: 
 
Councilwoman Boto – I also want to congratulate Captain Rocco. I first met him in 2015 when he 
knocked on my door to remove my car because we had so much snow. I was new to town and didn't 
know we had to move our cars. He has always been friendly. We are sad to see you go, but wish you 
all the best. 
 
Councilman Foley – congratulated Captain Rocco on his retirement and dedicated years of service. 
Also spoke in support of false fire alarms ordinance 
 
Councilman Kearney – Good evening, everyone!  Leading off tonight with a congratulations to 
Captain Sam Rocco on his well-earned retirement.  I’ll miss seeing you instructing next to me at the 
recruit range, and I’m sure all of Garwood will miss the many inventive patrol car loudspeaker 
messages we’ve all experienced over the years along with your steady and friendly presence in the 
community.  Thank you for your service, sir. I also want to call everyone’s attention to Ordinance 25-
16, which I apologize for overlooking in my standing committee report.  We have been looking to 
update Chapter 115 since early this year when a large increase in false alarm responses was brought 
to the attention of the Police Committee.  After committee discussion, we are introducing this update 
to more clearly define a “false alarm”, direct specific personnel to take enforcement action, and 
increase the fines for the third and fourth (or more) false alarms in a calendar year.  The level of 
proposed increase in fines represents the seriousness of this issue.  False alarm responses tie up our 
limited police and fire responders and pose a risk to the general public not only because of misdirected 
resources potentially being out of position for a real emergency but also the unnecessary emergency 
vehicle responses and displacement of people who have to evacuate.  I’m requesting full Council 
support for this introduction. 
 
Councilman Lazarow - congratulated Captain Rocco on his retirement and dedicated years of 
service. Thanked K. Lysak and J. Arthur for work on new grant. 
 
Councilman Padusniak - congratulated Captain Rocco on his retirement and dedicated years of 
service. Thanked K. Lysak and J. Arthur for work on new grant. Garwood’s journey toward a “Film 
Ready” designation continues. This week the mayor and I met with a representative from the New 
Jersey Motion Picture and Television Commission as another necessary step in the process. On 
Friday, I will be meeting with a photographer from the NJMPTVC. You may see us making our 
way around the borough, photographing various locations and meeting with local business owners. 
More to come! 
 
Council President Nolde – congratulated Captain Rocco. Highlighted the value and impact of 
grant funding.  
  



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
April 10, 2025 

Page 4 of 23  
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on March 27, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to accept the 
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: received and filed 

1. Correspondence from County of Union re: Adulticide used to control adult mosquitos 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Notification_-
_Adulticide_used_to_control_adult_mosquitoes.pdf   

 
ORDINANCES:   
 
FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-12 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-12 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE 
 BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 134, ENTITLED “SEWERS”, 
ARTICLE V, “INDUSTRIAL WASTE AND FEES”, SUBSECTION 134-15C 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has previously adopted Chapter 134, Subsection 134-15C 
which sets the rate for industrial user charges; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council seeks to amend the Code to set a new rate; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of Garwood 
that Chapter 134 (Sewers), Article V (Industrial Waste and Fees), 134-15C (Industrial Sewer 
Charge) of the Borough Code is hereby amended as follows (additions underlined, deletions struck 
through): 
 
§134-15C Industrial sewer charge. 
 
C. Payment for industrial waste shall be based upon industrial waste flow. 
 

1. The rate schedule for the industrial user charge shall be as follows: 
Flow:  Per million gallons  $5,357.06  $5,112.81 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision of 
this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the 
section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of the Ordinance 
shall be deemed valid and effective; and  
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Notification_-_Adulticide_used_to_control_adult_mosquitoes.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Notification_-_Adulticide_used_to_control_adult_mosquitoes.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Notification_-_Adulticide_used_to_control_adult_mosquitoes.pdf
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions 
of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 
publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
Any correspondence received concerning Ordinance No. 25-12: NO 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No 25-12: NO 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Lazarow to close Public Hearing 
on Ordinance No. 25-12.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: none 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Ordinance No. 
25-12. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-13 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 34, ENTITLED “POLICE DEPARTMENT”, 

SECTION 4, ENTITLED “APPOINTMENTS”. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) has previously adopted Chapter 
34, Section 4 of the Code of the Borough of Garwood establishing the promotional procedures for 
the police department; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Chief of Police has recommended revisions to the promotional 

procedures in response to changes in the police department, accreditation, and the ability to fill 
promotional opportunities in the future; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Police Committee has worked with the Chief of Police on the code 
modifications and recommends same to the Borough Council for their approval; and  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of 

Garwood that Chapter 34 (Police Department), Section 4 (Appointments) of the Borough Code of 
the Borough of Garwood is hereby amended as follows (additions underscored, deletions struck-
through): 
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§ 34-4. Appointments.  

A. The Mayor shall nominate with the advice and consent of the Council, the Chief of Police, 
captains, lieutenants, sergeants, detectives, regular, probationary and special policemen. 

B. Chief of Police promotions.  

(1) General requirements. 

(a) Eligibility. The Borough of Garwood Governing Body desires to promote the most qualified 
candidates to the position of Chief of Police. This subsection establishes the eligibility 
requirements and the process for promotion to the Chief of Police. The promotion process 
shall be on the basis of merit, education, demonstrated ability, record review and interview. 
In accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:14-129, promotion of any officer shall be made from the 
membership of the Department. To be considered for the position of Chief of Police, the 
candidates must have previously been serving the Borough in the rank of Sergeant or 
higher. Candidates must have served in the title of Sergeant or higher for a minimum of 
one (1) year. 

(2) Promotional process. 

(a) Candidates for the position of Chief of Police shall participate in a promotional process 
administered by the Borough Administrator. The Borough Administrator shall 
announce the promotional process to members of the Police Department by posting 
the announcement in the common area of the Police Department and/or the Police 
Department bulletin board. The posting announcement shall contain at a minimum, the 
rank to be filled, years of experience required in subsequent rank, and prospective 
date for the interview. Candidates who qualify shall notify the Borough Administrator 
of his or her interest in the promotion by submitting a letter of interest no later than ten 
(10) calendar days after the promotion announcement. Failure to do so shall render 
the officer ineligible to participate in the promotional process. 

(3) Promotion testing procedure. The promotion testing procedure for the Garwood Police 
Department shall consist of an oral interview and a record review. 

(a) Two oral interview(s). 

[1] One interview will be conducted by the New Jersey State Association of Chiefs 
of Police with feedback provided to the Mayor and Council. 

[2] Oral interview (Mayor and Council). 
 
[a] The interview shall be conducted by the members of the Mayor and Council. The 

interview shall focus on but not be limited to the candidates' knowledge of the 
Borough of Garwood's form of government, police administration, leadership and 
management abilities, specialized training and/or assignments, municipal budget 
process, staffing, and community service, and N.J.S.A 40A:14-118. 

 

[b] All candidates shall be given the same ten (10) identical questions, and the 
Borough Administrator or Assistant Borough Administrator shall administer 
the questions. 

[c] Each candidate shall be graded on a 40-point scale. 
 

[3] Based on scheduling needs of the Mayor and Council and the New Jersey State 
Association of Chiefs of Police, the Mayor and Council interview may occur first 
or the New Jersey State Association of Chiefs of Police may occur first. There is 
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no specific order for the interviews. 
 

[4] Each candidate shall be graded on a seventy (70) point scale. 

[a] Forty (40) points will be awarded from the Mayor and Council interview. 

[b] Up to thirty (30) points will be awarded from New Jersey State Association of 
Chiefs of Police interview.  

(b) Record review. 

[1] The candidates' personnel records shall be reviewed, which shall include 
education, length of service, specialized training, military service, and discipline. 
The review of the personnel records shall be conducted by the Borough 
Administrator and Assistant Borough Administrator. 

[2] The record review shall be graded on a thirty (30) point scale. The weight of each 
category of the process shall be as follows: 

 
[a] Education: zero to 10 points. 

    
                                        [1] If completed Master's degree: seven and one-half (7.5) points. 
 
                                        [2] If completed Bachelor's degree: five (5) points. 

 
[3] If completed Associate's degree or 60 plus credits: two and one-half (2.5) 
points. 

 
                                        [4] If completed a doctorate degree: ten (10) points. 
 

[b] Years of law enforcement service: zero (0) to five (5) points. 

[i] Five (5) to ten (10) years of service in PFRS is one point. 

[ii] Eleven (11) to fifteen (15) years of service in PFRS is two points. 

[iii] Sixteen (16) to twenty (20) years of service in PFRS is three points. 

[iv] Twenty-one (21) to twenty-five (25) years of service in PFRS is four 
points. 

[v] More than twenty-five (25) years of service in PFRS is five points. 
 

 
[c] Specialized training: zero to ten points. Specialized training shall be: 

Completion of FBI National Academy training or equivalent is worth five (5) 
points. Completion of NJSACOP Command and Leadership training or 
equivalent is worth three (3) points. Completion of FBI LEEDA Trilogy 
training or equivalent is worth two (2) points. 

 
[d] Military service: five (5) points. 

[i] Active duty or honorable discharge or general discharge under 
honorable conditions. 
 

[e]     Disciplinary actions: 

[i] Each major sustained discipline (suspension of more than five (5) 
days) will result in a deduction of five (5) points. 
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[ii] Each minor sustained discipline (five (5) day suspension or less, 
including written reprimands) will result in a deduction of one (1) 
point. 

[iii] All previous sustained disciplinary actions shall be considered and 
reviewed to achieve the broadest scope of review for the given 
candidate by his/her supervisors. 

 

(c) Each candidate shall be ranked based on the total score as outlined above. The 
candidates shall then be ranked from the highest to lowest based on score. The list 
shall include the candidates' names and final scores and shall be afforded to the Mayor 
and Borough Council. Thereafter, the Mayor shall make his/her final determination and 
appointment in accordance with § 34-4A. 
[1] Where two or more candidates are ranked equally pursuant to the promotional 

procedure set forth herein, preference shall be given to the candidate with the most 
seniority in service pursuant to N.J.S.A 40A:14-129, or a resident over a nonresident 
pursuant to N.J.S.A 40A:14-122.6. Residency shall prevail over seniority in the case 
of candidates that are ranked equally. 

C. Captain promotions.  

(1) General requirements. 
(a) Eligibility. The Borough of Garwood governing body desires to promote the 
most qualified candidates to the positions of Captain. This subsection establishes the 
eligibility requirements and the process for promotion to Captain. The promotion 
process shall be on the basis of merit, education, demonstrated ability, record review 
and interviews. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:14-129, promotion of any officer shall 
be made from the membership of the Department. To be considered for the position of 
Captain, the candidates must have previously been serving the Borough in the rank of 
Sergeant or Lieutenant and served in one of the titles for a minimum of one year. If 
candidate served in the title of Lieutenant for less than one (1) year, but previously 
served in the position of Sergeant, time served in lower rank of Sergeant shall count 
towards the one (1) year of service. 

(2) Promotional process. 

(a) Candidates for the position of Captain shall participate in a promotional process 
administered by the Borough Administrator. The Borough Administrator shall 
announce the promotional process to members of the Police Department by posting 
the announcement in the common area of the Police Department and/or the Police 
Department bulletin board. The posting announcement shall contain, at a minimum, 
the rank to be filled, years of experience required in subsequent rank, and prospective 
date for the interview. Candidates who qualify shall notify the Borough Administrator 
of his or her interest in the promotion by submitting a letter of interest and a complete 
candidate record form no later than ten (10) calendar days after the promotion 
announcement. Failure to do so shall render the officer ineligible to participate in the 
promotional process. 

(3) Promotion testing procedure. The promotion testing procedure for the Garwood Police 
Department shall consist of two oral interviews and a record review. 

(a) Oral interview (Mayor and Council) and oral interview (NJ State Chief's Association). 

[1] Oral interview (Mayor and Council). 

[a] The interview shall be conducted by the members of the Mayor and Council. 
The interview shall focus on but not be limited to the candidates' knowledge 
of the Borough of Garwood's form of government, police administration, 
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leadership and management abilities, specialized training and/or 
assignments, municipal budget process, staffing, and community service. 

[b] All candidates shall be given the same ten (10) identical questions, and the 
Borough Administrator or Assistant Borough Administrator shall administer 
the questions. 

[c] Each candidate shall be graded on a thirty-five-point scale. 

[2] Oral interview (NJ State Chief's Association). 

[a] One (1) oral interview shall be conducted by the New Jersey State 
Association of Chief's of Police with feedback provided to the Mayor and 
Council. 

[b] All candidates shall be given identical questions. 

[c] Each candidate shall be graded on a thirty-five (35) point scale. 

(b) Record review 
[1] The candidates' personnel records shall be reviewed which shall include 
education, commendations, military service, and discipline. The candidates' personnel 
records shall be reviewed, which shall include education, length of service, specialized 
training, military service, and discipline. The review of the personnel records shall be 
conducted by the Borough Administrator. 

[2] The record review shall be graded on a thirty (30) point scale. The weight of each 
category of the process shall be as follows: 
 
[a] Specialized training: zero to ten points. Specialized training shall be: 

Completion of FBI National Academy training or equivalent is worth five (5) 
points. Completion of NJSACOP Command and Leadership training or 
equivalent is worth three (3) points. Completion of FBI LEEDA Trilogy 
training or equivalent is worth two (2) points. 

 
[b] Education: zero (0) to ten (10) points. 
 

[i] If completed Master's degree: seven and one-half (7.5) points. 
[ii] If completed Bachelor's degree: five (5) points. 
[iii] If completed Associate's degree or sixty (60) plus credits: two and one-
half (2.5) points. 
[iv] If completed a doctorate degree: ten (10) points. 

 
[c] Years of law enforcement service: zero (0) to five (5) points. 

[i] Five (5) to ten (10) years of service in PFRS is one (1) point. 
[ii] Eleven (11) to fifteen (15) years of service in PFRS is two (2) points. 
[iii] Sixteen (16) to (20) years of service in PFRS is three (3) points. 
[iv] Twenty-one (21) to twenty-five (25) years of service in PFRS is four (4) 
points. 
[v] More than twenty-five (25) years of service in PFRS is five (5) points. 

 
[d]  Military service: five (5) points. 

[i] Active duty or honorable discharge or general discharge under 
honorable conditions. 

 
[e] Disciplinary actions: 

[i] Each major sustained discipline (suspension of more than five days) 
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will result in a deduction of five (5) points. 

[ii] Each minor sustained discipline (five-day suspension or less, 
including written reprimands) will result in a deduction of one (1) point. 

[iii] All previous sustained disciplinary actions shall be considered and 
reviewed to achieve the broadest scope of review for the given 
candidate by his/her supervisors. 

[3] Where two or more candidates are ranked equally pursuant to the promotional 
procedure set forth herein, preference shall be given to the candidate with the 
most seniority in service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-129, or a resident over a 
nonresident pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-122.6. Residency shall prevail over 
seniority in the case of candidates that are ranked equally. 

[4] When a vacancy for Chief coincides with a vacancy for Captain, one single search 
and testing process may be administered utilizing the testing and job search 
methods outlined in § 34-4B Chief of Police promotions, with the highest scoring 
candidate being first offered the position of Chief of Police and, upon acceptance, 
the second highest scoring candidate being offered the position of Captain. If the 
highest scoring candidate declines the offer of Chief of Police, that candidate will 
be offered the position of Captain and the second highest scoring candidate will 
be offered the position of Chief of Police. If either the position of Chief of Police 
or Captain remain vacant due to multiple candidates declining either position, 
offers will be made to the remaining candidates based on the top scores of the 
candidates remaining on the list. 

(c) Each candidate shall be ranked based on the total score as outlined above. The 
candidates shall then be ranked from the highest to lowest based on score. The list 
shall include the candidates' names and final scores and shall be forwarded to the 
Mayor and Borough Council. Thereafter, the Mayor shall make his/her final 
determination and appointment in accordance with § 34-4A. 

(4) Procedures for Review. 

(a) Any candidate(s) who was not promoted, may ask the Chief of Police to review their 
final numerical scoring obtained during the promotional process.  The final number 
scoring will be the final score for the State Chief’s Exam, the Personnel Record, and 
the Mayor and Council (not inclusive of individual scoring by the members of the Mayor 
and Council during promotional process). 

(b) The Chief of Police will meet individually with any candidate requesting to review the 
results of the promotional scoring. Nothing contained in this directive shall confer upon 
any employee an expectation or contractual right because of such a meeting. 

 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision 
of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only 
to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of 
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and 
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BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 
publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
Any correspondence received concerning Ordinance No. 25-13: NO 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No 25-13: YES, Bruce Patterson, 325 
Willow Avenue – seeking clarification on new language 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to close Public Hearing 
on Ordinance No. 25-13.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: Councilman Kearney clarified all language lines are to clarify ranks and positions. John 
Arthur clarified language is being clarified so Chief and Captain interview can take place 
simultaneously.  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt Ordinance 
No. 25-13. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-14 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-14  
 

CALENDAR YEAR 2025 ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et .seq., provides that in 

the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said final budget 
appropriations to 2.50% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous 
years final appropriations; and, 
 

WHEREAS, a municipality may, by ordinance, bank the difference between its final 
budget appropriations and the 3.5% increase authorized by this ordinance when said difference is 
not appropriated as part of the final budget; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, hereby 
determines that this difference in the amount of $81,663.40 that is not appropriated as part of the 
final 2025 budget shall be retained as an exception to the final appropriations in either of the next 
two succeeding years.  
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, that any amount authorized herein above that 

is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation 
in either of the next two succeeding years; and, 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be 
filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, 
with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such 
adoption. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to introduce Ordinance 
No. 25-14. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-15 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY 
AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE I 
“TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, SECTION 21-8.8 “LIMITED BUSINESS PARKING”. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) previously adopted Chapter 21 of 
the Code of the Borough of Garwood which established and governs restrictions and regulations 
on parking and traffic in the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough is seeking to add Section 21-8.8 “Limited Business Parking” in 
its entirety; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has determined it appropriate to amend said 
Ordinances; and  
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of 
Garwood that Chapter 21 of the Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood entitled, “Vehicles and 
Traffic”, Article I “Traffic and Parking”, Section 21-8.8 “Limited Business Parking” is hereby 
added as follows: 
 
§ 21-8.8. Limited Business Parking 

A. Up to five parking stalls in John F. Kennedy Plaza, as determined by the Chief of Police. 

B. Parking in the Limited Business Parking areas shall be by permit only from the hours of 5:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday. No owner or operator of any motor vehicle shall 
cause or permit such motor vehicle to be parked in such Limited Business Parking area, except 
by permit, during such hours; provided, however, that such prohibition shall not apply after 
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11:00 a.m. to any parking space which has not been utilized by a permitted motor vehicle by 
11:00 a.m. At 11:00 a.m., if not utilized for Limited Business Parking, the spot for that day 
will revert to two-hour parking. 

C. During the hours and days set forth in Subsection B of this section, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to cause, allow, permit or suffer any vehicle registered to or operated by any such 
person to be parked in the above-described Limited Business Parking areas without the 
required permit being affixed to said motor vehicle subject to the exemption listed above in 
subsection B. 

D. The Borough Clerk shall issue permits to businesses applying therefor on payment of the 
required fees, in accordance with this article. Said permits shall be issued on a quarterly basis 
for three-month periods commencing on the first day of January, April, July and October of 
each year. Each permit shall authorize the business to which it has been issued to park a 
designated motor vehicle in the Limited Business Parking area during the hours designated 
in this article. 

E. The permit fee shall be as follows: 

(1) $75 per quarter. 

(2) Lost tag fee/replacement tag: $25. 

F. At the time of the issuance of each permit, the Borough Clerk shall also issue to the business 
to which the permit is granted a tag indicating the permit number, year and expiration date of 
the permit. The tag shall be displayed from the vehicle's rearview mirror. 

G. Each business may receive up to a maximum of three (3) Limited Business Parking 
permits/hang tags per leased spot. 
 

H. The regulations pertaining to the Limited Business Parking areas established under this article 
shall be effective only during the hours and on the days set forth in Subsection B of this 
section. 

 
I. Limited Business Parking permits shall not be sub-leased or transferred by the permit holder.  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision 
of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to 
the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of the 
Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 
publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Foley to introduce Ordinance 
No. 25-15. 
  



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
April 10, 2025 
Page 14 of 23  

 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-16 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 115 “MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES”,  
ARTICLE III “EMERGENCY ALARMS” 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) previously adopted Chapter 115 
of the Code of the Borough of Garwood which established and governs restrictions and regulations 
on emergency alarms in the Borough; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough is seeking to update Section 115-6 “Definitions” and Section 

115-8 “False Alarms”; and   
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council has determined it appropriate to amend said 

Ordinances; and  
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of 

Garwood that Chapter 115 of the Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood entitled, 
“Miscellaneous Offenses”, Article III “Emergency Alarms”, Sections 115-6 “Definitions” and 
Section 115-8 “False Alarms” is hereby amended by deletion shown as strikethrough and additions 
as underlined. 
 
§ 115-6. Definitions. 
As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
ALARM DEVICE — Any type of alarm system actuating equipment in the alarm panel providing 
warning of intrusion, fire, smoke, flood or other peril. 
ALARM PANEL — That device existing in the Police Department of the Borough of Garwood 
giving visual or audio indications or both, requiring a response thereto by the Police Department, 
Fire Department or other municipal agency. 
DIAL ALARM — That type of device that employs an automatic dialing system pre-coded to 
connect with a telephone in the Police Headquarters rather than to the alarm panel. 
FALSE ALARM — The actuation of an alarm system by causes other than those to which the 
alarm system was designed or intended to respond. The activation of an alarm system resulting 
from mechanical failure, malfunction, improper maintenance, or any cause other than an actual 
fire or emergency condition for which the system is designed to detect and respond, or the testing 
of alarms required by law or practice without prior notice to the Garwood Police Department. 
LOCAL ALARM — Any alarm or device which when activated produces a signal not connected 
to the alarm panel, such as burglar alarms actuating bell devices. 
PERSON — Deemed to include any natural person, partnership, corporation or association or any 
other legal entity. 
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§ 115-8. False alarms. 

A. In the case of false alarm any person having knowledge thereof shall immediately notify 
the Police or Fire Department. In addition, in the case of false alarms the Police Chief 
and/or Fire Chief shall cause an investigation to be made and keep a record of said alarms 
on file. For such false alarms the following penalties shall be imposed: 

(1) For the first and second false alarms in any given calendar year, a warning shall 
be issued; 

(2) For the third false alarm in the same calendar year, a fine of $15 $500 shall be 
paid to the Borough of Garwood; and 

(3) For the fourth and subsequent false alarms a fine of $25 $2,000 shall be paid to the 
Borough of Garwood. 

B. Where the investigation of the Police and/or Fire Department discloses continued abuse 
of the privilege of connection to the alarm panel or register and a disregard of the permittee 
for taking remedial steps to avoid false alarms, the Police Chief has the right to require 
disconnection from the alarm panel or register for limited or permanent time, provided 
that no such registration shall be revoked or suspended without giving the permittee an 
opportunity to show cause before the Chief of Police why such action should not be taken. 

C. The Garwood Fire Chief, Garwood Deputy Fire Chief, or the highest-ranking fire officer 
for fire alarms will determine whether the alarm is a false alarm using the criteria in the 
ordinance. 

D. The ranking police officer on duty for police alarms will determine whether the alarm is 
a false alarm using the criteria in the ordinance. 

E. The designation of a false alarm will be recorded by Police Dispatch and maintained as a 
record. 

F. The Garwood Police Department is responsible for enforcing this ordinance and issuing 
summonses related to this ordinance. Garwood’s Code Enforcement Officer may also 
issue summonses related to this ordinance. The Garwood Fire Chief and/or Deputy Chief 
may, in the absence of the Garwood Police Department, may also recommend to the 
Garwood Police Department that summonses should be issued.  

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 

provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply 
only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of 
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 
publication in accordance with applicable law. 
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A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Kearney to introduce Ordinance 
No. 25-16. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair – no report – May 8th is the public 
hearing at 7:00 pm  
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair – no report  
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 
The Community Development committee met recently to discuss a potential project. But as of now 
everything remains “potential.” I should have more concrete information at the next council 
meeting! 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
Thank you, Mayor. I am going to first read the Employee's activities and then talk about the 
Committee’s meeting. In addition to their reoccurring activities, DPW Employees, setup and took 
down tables and chairs at the Sports Complex for numerous Recreation activities and events. 
Continued to perform preventative maintenance on miscellaneous public works’ trucks and 
equipment. Performed preventative maintenance to the Departments’ landscaping equipment. 
Cleaned up the common areas around the Municipal Complex. Continued to install Park Mobile signs 
and Striped new spots as needed. Performed spring cleanups and maintenance at the Sports Complex, 
Municipal Complex, Center Street underpass including Kennedy Plaza, Hartman Park, the Fire 
House, Municipal Lot 2 and miscellaneous Borough maintained right-of-way areas. The DPW 
Committee met yesterday to discuss a resident’s concern regarding garbage production. Although we 
cannot accurately compare what surrounding towns are producing because their garbage services are 
private, it seems like we are not producing higher than normal amounts. We will have further 
discussions to better determine how we can reduce that number. We did however agree that our 
current priority is the enforcement of garbage bags being placed on the curb. We will need to get 
feedback, from the Superintendent, the Foreman, Borough Administrator to determine the best way 
of handling that enforcement. Once we have more information we will bring it back to the Council 
for discussion. 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
Thank you, Mayor.  I have the latest activity report from the Garwood Police Department.  2110 calls 
for service were recorded in the month of March 2025. These calls include, but are not limited to:  
• 296 motor vehicle stops, • 53 parking complaints, • 116 fixed traffic posts (Radar, Stop Sign, 
Distracted Driving), • 290 building/property checks, • 48 medical assists, • 72 community policing 
posts, • 20 walking posts, • 15 suspicious person/vehicles investigated, • 19 criminal investigations. 
The Garwood Police Department has been participating in the UDrive, UText, UPay campaign, a 
nationwide initiative aimed at addressing distracted driving and raising awareness about the dangers 
of texting while driving. The enforcement period for the campaign is running from April 1st to April 
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30th.  Additional patrols will be deployed throughout the month and Garwood officers will be actively 
looking for motor vehicle violations related to distracted driving, particularly texting while driving. 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture: 
The second annual Garwood Poetry Festival will take place the weekend of April 26 and 27th at the 
Garwood Public Library and the Crossroads. The event at Crossroads is made in part by a HEART 
grant from the Union County Board of County Commissioners.  A complete list of poets reading their 
work is available on the Garwood Borough Social Media.  GPAC is asking local poets to submit their 
poems for consideration in order to be invited to read at the Garwood Public Library on April 26.   
Poems should be submitted to my borough email (cnolde@garwood.org). Due date for all poetry 
submissions is April 14. Recreation: Adult Programs: Open Play Soccer (30+): Fridays 8-9:50 
pm, free, Ceramics: Wednesdays at 7 pm, 4/30, 5/28 - $18/class for residents, Canvas Painting: 
Wednesday 5/7 at 7 pm, $23 for residents. Youth Programs: Registration open at 
www.garwoodrec.com, Youth Walking Challenge (Ages 8-17): Starts Saturday! Participants that 
are already signed up will begin tracking steps for a month for the chance to win prizes. Soccer 
Classes (Ages 1.5 to 7): by US Sports Institute, Saturday mornings, 6 weeks, 4/26 – 6/7. Parent and 
Me Multi-Sports (Ages 2-3.5): by US Sports Institute, Saturday mornings, 6 weeks, 4/26 – 6/7. 
Summer Rec Camp (Grades 1st through 8th): Registration is now open at www.garwoodrec.com 
Early Bird Rate: $130 for summer until May 23rd! Upcoming Events: Garwood Easter Egg Hunt: 
Saturday, April 12th at 11 am (looks like we may be cancelling and moving to April 19th) at the 
Garwood Sports and Rec Complex. Free. No pre-registration is required. Easter Bunny Drive 
Around: Most likely won’t be taking place anymore. The Easter Bunny will be at the Easter Egg 
Hunt instead. Memorial Day Remembrance Ceremony: Monday, May 26th at 12pm at the Knights 
of Columbus. Stay tuned for info! 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
APRIL HOURS: Monday and Tuesday 9 am to 8 pm, Wednesday and Thursdays 10 am to 8 pm 
Friday 9 am to 4:30 pm, Saturday 10 am to 1 pm, Sunday Closed, Closed Friday, April 18. APRIL 
EVENTS: APRIL 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 at 10 am and 11 am -Storytime - Join Miss Maryanne for 
stories and more. Registration is required. Limit 12. Registration is required. APRIL 2 at 7:30 
pm- Library Board Meeting -A meeting of the Garwood Library Board of Trustees will take place 
at 7:30 pm in the Library. This meeting is open to the public. April 7 ,14, 17, 21, and 28 at 10:30 
am – Knitting Club - Learn how to knit or show others how it’s done while enjoying fun 
conversation. Open to all levels. No Registration required. Yarn and needles provided to 
newcomers. APRIL 7, 14, 21, and 28, at 3 pm Kid’s Chess Informal chess games for children of 
all ages. Note this is non-instructional supervised play. No registration required. Limit 12. APRIL 
8, at 3pm Grab and Go Kid’s Craft -Pick up supplies and instructions for a seasonal craft. 
Registration is required for craft kits and is limited to 15 participants. APRIL 12 From Italy with 
Love at 11 am, This musical performance features an array of Italian classical songs performed by 
renowned vocal tenor Salvatore Chiarelli. APRIL 15 at 3pm Grab and Go Adult Craft -Pick up 
supplies and instructions for a seasonal craft. Registration is required for craft kits and is limited 
to 15 participants. APRIL 16 at 1pm Adult Game Day - Come in out of the cold, play Rumikub, 
Sorry, Uno, or cards and enjoy socializing with others. No registration required. Limit 12. APRIL 
21 at 1 pm – Monday Book Club - Join us for a lively discussion of this month’s book, The Briar 
Club by Kate Quinn. April 23 @ 11:30 am – How to be an Effective Caregiver - Join Sandy 
Tovray Greenberg, acclaimed author of "Who Will Butter My Toast?", for an insightful and 
enlightening conversation! Sandy will offer a clear and precise guide to caring for incapacitated 

http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
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loved ones, drawing from her personal experiences and professional expertise. Whether you're 
navigating the challenges of caregiving or just looking for her valuable tips for loved ones in need, 
Sandy's guidance will help you understand the emotional, logistical, and practical aspects of 
caregiving with compassion and clarity. Don’t miss the chance to hear from an expert who truly 
understands the journey of caring for others! APRIL 23 @ 3 pm LEGO CLUB - Be inspired by 
this month’s theme or build whatever comes to mind. Some creations will be displayed in our 
showcase. Registration required. APRIL 26 @ 11 am – Garwood’s 2nd Annual Poetry Fest - In 
honor of National Poetry Month, join us for an afternoon that brings together some of Garwood’s 
best local poets. Enjoy live art, meet local artists, and immerse yourself in the beauty of language.  
No registration required. April 30, from 10 am to noon Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) – Union 
County Division of Aging Staff will be on hand to assist seniors (age 60+) or their caregivers with 
information on services, such as meal delivery, respite care, adult day care and support services 
for caregivers 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney – no report. 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
We had a great time at our meeting, lunch and bingo last Thursday April 3rd.We even had pizza 
from the newly opened Mama’s which is under new management. It was delicious, so highly 
recommend it.  Our next meeting is on April 17th at 12 pm Knights of Columbus. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney – no report.  
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley – no report. 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney - No report tonight, the next regular 
Planning Board meeting is currently scheduled for Wednesday, April 23rd. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:  received and filed 
Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for March, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_March_2025.pdf  
 
Property Maintenance/Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for March, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Property_Maintenance_-_Code_Enforcement_Repor_-
_March_2025.pdf  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept 
Officer’s reports. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_March_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_-_March_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Property_Maintenance_-_Code_Enforcement_Repor_-_March_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Property_Maintenance_-_Code_Enforcement_Repor_-_March_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Property_Maintenance_-_Code_Enforcement_Repor_-_March_2025.pdf
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the 
microphone, and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 
Marie Forrestal – 450 South Avenue 
Spoke in support of Ordinance 25-16, emphasizing its value, positive impact, and the importance 
of continued backing. 
 
Bruce Patterson – 325 Willow Avenue 
Extended congratulations to P. Vazquez on her appointment as Acting Municipal Clerk and to S. 
Rocco on his retirement, acknowledging his contributions to the community. Requested 
clarification regarding Ordinance 25-14, the municipal tax rate, and the Union County Capital 
Improvement Grant. 
  
Mayor’s Response 
The Mayor addressed the comments and inquiries raised by residents. Provided clarification on 
Ordinance 25-24, affirming that the municipality remains within its budget cap. Further 
explained the current tax rate and the status of the capital improvement grant. 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Foley to close public 
comment. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-86 
 

RESOLUTION FOR CONDUCTING ANNUAL BUDGET EXAMINATION 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules 
that permit municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted 
to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual budget 
examination; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 
1997; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 through 7.5, the Borough of Garwood has been 
declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local government Services, and 
the Chief Financial officer has determined that the local government meets the necessary 
conditions to participate in the program for the 2025 budget year. 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Borough of 

Garwood that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & 7.6b and based upon the Chief Financial 
Officer's certification, the governing body has found the budget has met the following 
requirements: 
 

1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated 
pursuant to law and appropriated as such in the budget: 

 
  a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 
  b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 
  c. Cash deficit of preceding year 
  d. Reserve for uncollected taxes 
  e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items 
  f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school purposes. 
 
 2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at 
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.3 et seq., are fully met (complies with CAP law). 
 
 3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the Local 
Budget Law and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 
 
 4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 
 

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly stated 
  b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth 
  c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will permit the 
exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality. 
 
 5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and publicly 
advertised in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that failure 
to meet the deadlines of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification. 
 
 6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to the 
Director of the Division of Local Government Services upon adoption. 

 
CERTIFICATION OF APPROVED BUDGET 

 
It is hereby certified that the Approved Budget complies with the requirements of law and 

approval is given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:78(b) and NJAC 5:30-7. 
 
It is further certified that the municipality has met the eligibility requirements of NJAC 

5:30-7.4 and 7.5, and that I, as Chief Financial Officer, have completed the local examination in 
compliance with NJAC 5:30-7.6. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-87 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTRODUCTION OF THE MUNICIPAL 

BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD FOR THE YEAR 2025 
 

WHEREAS that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall constitute the 
Municipal Budget for the Year 2025. 

 
WHEREAS, that said budget will be published in the in the April 17, 2025 edition of the 

Union County Hawk. 
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing on the 2025 Municipal Budget will be held on May 8, 2025 

at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers, at which time and place public comments to said Budget for 
the year 2025 may be presented by taxpayers and other interested persons. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey that the 2025 Municipal budget is hereby 
approved by Borough Council. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-88 
 

RESOLUTION FOR PERSON-TO-PERSON AND PLACE TO PLACE TRANSFER 
FROM GARWOOD HOSPITALITY GROUP LLC TO B & J GROUP LLC 
WHEREAS, an application has been filed for a Person-to-Person and Place-to-Place 

Transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License Number 2006-33-005-010, heretofore issued to 
Garwood Hospitality Group LLC for premises located at pocket license, Garwood Borough, New 
Jersey; 
 

WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees 
have been paid, and the license has been properly renewed for the current license terms; 
 

WHEREAS, the applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards established 
by Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent 
local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33; 
 

WHEREAS, the applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority reviewed the source of 
all funds used in the purchase of the license and the licensed business and all additional financing 
obtained in connection with the licensed business; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Garwood Governing 
Body does hereby approve, effective April 10, 2025), the transfer of the aforesaid Plenary Retail 
Consumption License to B & J Group LLC, 414 South Avenue, Unit 1 and does hereby direct the 
Municipal Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership as follows:  “This license, 
subject to all its terms and conditions, is hereby transferred to B & J Group LLC, 414 South 
Avenue, Unit 1 effective April 10, 2025.” 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-89 

 
AWARDING CONTRACT FOR 2025 FOOD CONCESSION STAND 

LOCATED AT THE GARWOOD SPORTS AND RECREATION COMPLEX 

WHEREAS, the Borough Clerk of the Borough of Garwood posted in accordance with the 
Local Public Contracts Law for bids for 2025 Food Concessions Operator for the Concessions 
Stand located at the Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex on March 13, 2025; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Clerk of the Borough of Garwood received one (1) bid on March 

13, 2025; and 
 

WHEREAS, a bid was received from Legacy Hospitality & Entertainment Group LLC, 
155 Willowbrook Blvd., Suite 110, Wayne New Jersey 07470; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Administrator reviewed the bids, called references and deems the bid 

acceptable. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood: 
 
1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute 

a contract with Legacy Hospitality & Entertainment Group LLC, 155 
Willowbrook Blvd., Suite 110, Wayne New Jersey 07470 for 2025 Food 
Concessions Operator for the Concessions Stand located at the Garwood Sports 
and Recreation Complex. 

  
2. The contract shall be awarded for a one (1) year term beginning June 1, 2025 to 

May 31, 2026 with an option to renew for two one-year extensions. 
 

3. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this 
resolution and the bid document along with the contract on file and available for 
public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and 

 
4. A copy of this resolution will be provided to Sandy Bruns, CFO and Legacy 

Hospitality & Entertainment Group LLC 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Discussion: none 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
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RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
FIRE AND OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Director Ken Capobianco (3 Year Term: 01/01/2025-12/31/2028) 
Police Chief Douglas Stoffer 
Deputy Coordinator Chris Czacharowski 
Fire Chief John Scalzadonna 
Superintendent DPW Clint Dicksen 
First Aid President Glen Costello 
Engineer Michael Disko 
Ex-Officio Jennifer Blumenstock, Mayor 
 John Arthur, Borough Administrator 

 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when  
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Councilman Foley to adopt Payment 
of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  NONE 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at  
7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers.  Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow second by Councilwoman Boto to adjourn.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none  
 
Time: 7:53 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Borough Clerk  
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