
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
September 25, 2025 

 
Time: 7:00 p.m.  
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  Present 
Councilwoman Boto  Present  Councilman Lazarow  Present 
Councilman Foley  Present  Councilman Padusniak Present 
Councilman Kearney  Present  Council President Nolde Present 
 
Also present - staff and professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 
Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk 
 
PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS:  NONE 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Attorney – no report 
 
Report of Borough Administrator 
On tonight’s agenda you will see pedestrian crosswalk signals and for LED and flashing speed 
limit signs. These purchases will complete the Center Street Safety Corridor project for our 
Infrastructure grant. Together with the bike lanes, and some additional crosswalks at Hazel and 
Hemlock, we’ve been working to ensure pedestrian and bike safety. Our Department of Public 
Works will be working in the coming months, once this equipment is delivered, to install 
everything. Thanks to Union County for the Infrastructure Grant funding. Reminder that the 
concession stand at the Athletic Field Complex is now open! Hours will generally be 4:30 pm to 
9 pm on weekdays and 11 to 7 pm on weekends, weather and activity schedule dependent. We’ve 
been working with the police department and police committee on updates to the code regarding 
disorderly conduct, including noise offenses, as well as destruction of property and disturbing the 
peace ordinances. Those updates are included for introduction tonight. Last week I walked in the 
Garwood brook with our Borough Engineer so we could assess some of the overgrowth of invasive 
species. We identified some areas where we can focus our efforts and will be soliciting quotes 
from vendors to provide pricing for cutting back and treating those areas. We will then have a 
sense of costs for this project as we go into the 2026 budget process.  
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Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
On September 13th, the Borough and the Lions Club joined up to bring the annual Senior BBQ to 
Garwood’s Seniors.  The event was very well-attended and guests enjoyed hamburgers, hot dogs, 
potato salad, cookies and ice cream. Then the Seniors got to work off that lunch with some line 
dancing courtesy of Senior Instructor. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make that day 
a success! The Green Team participated in 2 Trails Days this month at Unami Park, their adopted 
park.  Volunteers rejuvenated the woodchip trails and created new ones and also removed invasive 
grasses.  The Green Team also met to discuss upcoming fall and winter events as well as possible 
upcoming projects.  I want to thank those volunteers who have been giving so much of their time 
to the Green Team efforts. I have mentioned before that I have been in communication with NJ 
transit about ongoing stations upgrades and cleanup that needs to be done.  I am happy to say that 
work has begun.  The vestibule windows have been replaced, the benches cleaned, surrounding 
vegetation cut back, and some of the graffiti cleaned up.  However, there has been additional 
graffiti popping up that I will continue to inform NJ transit of so they can remedy it.  They have 
also promised some new signage to replace faded or cracked old signs, and I am working on getting 
some new trash receptacles.  While I will continue to push for more stops and handicap 
accessibility at our station, I feel it is also important for NJ transit to continue to maintain what is 
there.  Thankfully, they have been very open to this and we are showing progress, but we will keep 
pushing for more. I also want to ask residents to immediately let our Borough Administrator or 
myself know if they see graffiti pop up so that we can forward it along to be taken care of. I want 
to take a minute to thank the Garwood Police Department, particularly Chief Pridy and Detective 
Miller for their help bringing the missing juvenile back home to Garwood safe and sound.  It was 
a lot of work that went on, work that they couldn’t necessarily make public while it was going on, 
and many hours devoted to this, and I am truly grateful. I also want to thank the PD for the work 
they do for the safe Routes to School Program. Today, EZ Ride had their annual recognition 
luncheon, and we once again achieved Silver status.  Congratulations also to Lincoln School who 
scored a bronze award for their Safe Routes to School program.  Great job by all. And this provides 
a good segue into my next announcement. You should see the delineators around the painted curb 
bump out at Willow and Center removed this weekend.  The demo has officially come to an end 
and we have to return the delineators to EZ Ride.  You’ll remember EZ Ride got us the grant from 
NJTPA for the paint and other materials used for the project. I’d like to ask the police committee 
at their next committee meeting to discuss with our Chief any feedback from the project on their 
end. We can either touch them up at some point or just let them fade, depending on what you 
discuss. I want to send condolences to the family of the young man in Scotch Plains who was 
killed. There was a middle schooler who was riding an E-bike and was hit by a landscaping truck 
at an intersection in Scotch Plain and he did not unfortunately make it. My thoughts are with them. 
Having two kids I cannot imagine such a tragedy. All I can say please please please talk to your 
kids before I say that I don’t know the details of the accident or what was involved. I’m sure its 
going to be an ongoing investigation. Drivers, please keep an eye out. There are more kids on bikes 
and E-bikes which go particularly fast and parents please talk to your kids who are using these E-
bikes as well as regular bikes to make sure they are following the rules of the road. I know the 
Paperboard litigation is on many people’s minds.  I can just say that it is continuing; we have had 
one hearing and there will be more over the coming weeks. We have been continuing to defend 
the redevelopment plan that Garden Homes originally created and agreed to and we will keep 
standing firm and fight for our residents and what’s best for Garwood. Some good news for 
Garwood we are officially Film Ready!  Garwood has been certified with NJ Film Ready, which 
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means we are officially part of their databases of municipalities that film and television production 
companies use to find locations to film in NJ.  As you know, we passed our ordinance and have a 
full application process all of which can be found at Garwood.org and the many possible films 
locations, each with several pictures can be found on the NJ Film Commission website, as can the 
many businesses in our town that can provide services to talent and crews during filming. Cranford 
has been having a boom in filming and that has spilled over to Garwood.  You may have seen film 
crews filming a movie over at the Garwood Lanes a few weeks ago.  Now that we are Film Ready, 
we are hopeful that this will put Garwood on the film map.  And at this point, I want to sincerely 
thank Councilman Chase Padusniak.  He is the reason we have achieved this. From attending the 
seminar, to working on the ordinance, to coordinating film locations and their photo shoots and 
interfacing with Garwood’s businesses, Councilman Padusniak took this mission and ran with it. 
I am so appreciative of all the work you put into this; thank you, Councilman. 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto – Thank you, Mayor. I also commend our Police Department and the diligent 
work of Detective Miller and Sgt. Czachorowski. We are fortunate and grateful to have such dedicated 
officers. I want to wish a very Happy 97th Birthday to Mr. Pat DiFabio. His smile always brightens 
up my day. A Happy Birthday to our very own Councilman Foley, I won’t share his age. That is all 
for me. Thank you. 
 
Councilman Foley – I just want to second what Councilwoman Boto said and I’m happy to hear 
Ivy’s home. I am really appreciative of the Garwood Police Department and all they did their hard 
work and you know dedication to making sure she got home safe and my condolences to the family 
of the young boy who tragically passed on and my thoughts and prayers and with the family and the 
community. Thank you.  
 
Councilman Kearney - Thank you, Mayor—no comments tonight; however, I’d like to draw 
everyone’s attention to Ordinance 25-25, which is on for Introduction tonight. In our last Council 
meeting, I reported that the Police Committee was working on various updates to the Borough Code. 
The changes outlined in 25-25 are requested by the Police Department, in consultation with our 
Municipal Court Judge and the Borough Attorney, to modernize the language and provide our police 
officers and court personnel with additional options for both enforcement and adjudication of issues 
not fully addressed in New Jersey’s criminal code. The Ordinance is recommended unanimously by 
the committee, and I request full Council support for its introduction this evening. We are working 
on additional items related to public order and parking with the Chief, so we will probably see a few 
more Code changes before the end of the year. That’s all I have tonight! 
 
Councilman Lazarow – Had a question for Chief Pridy that came up during a conversation with 
my neighbor, and I wasn’t sure of the answer. Since we're discussing safety, I thought it was 
relevant. The question was: when a pedestrian beacon is activated and flashing, is it the driver’s 
responsibility to stop until the light turns off, or can they proceed if no one is in the crosswalk? 
The Mayor clarified we're talking about pedestrian beacons, and the Chief explained that the 
beacon only activates when someone presses it. Drivers should slow down and stop safely if 
possible—without causing a rear-end collision—once the light is flashing and someone is entering 
the crosswalk. The pedestrian also has to obey the law as well.  
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Councilman Padusniak – Just two brief comments tonight. First and most importantly, I was 
relieved and delighted to hear that Ivy has been found! We, residents of this own, are different in 
innumerable ways. We disagree politically; we practice different faiths; we have different priorities. 
But in this moment of sadness, we came together, prayed together, helped each other, and came 
together in common cause. We embraced our shared humanity in hope. That is a beautiful thing. On 
a radically different note, I’m delighted to announce that Garwood is officially “Film Ready.” It took 
months of work, but we did it! And I’d like to thank our many wonderful business owners who 
participated and made this possible, along with the mayor and Joe Marra from the NJ Motion Picture 
and Television Commission, both of whom worked hard to get us here today. 
 
Council President Nolde – Thank you. Echoed everyone’s feelings of gratitude to the police 
department for making sure that Ivy came home safely. Also, congratulations to Councilman 
Padusniak for wonderful job on the film ready project. We’re really excited about that. 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on Tuesday, September 9, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to accept the 
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  RECEIVED AND FILED 
 

1. RVSA approved minutes from the September 2025 regular meeting. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_approved_minutes_from_the_September_2025_r
egular_meeting.pdf 
 

2. Adopted Ordinances received from Township of Cranford, Ord. 2025-15 pertaining to 
Vacant Property Registration Program and Ord. 2025-17 pertaining to Permitted and 
Conditional Uses in the C-1 Zone. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Clerk_to_Surrounding_Commty_Adoption_-_Ord_2025-
15_and_2025-17.pdf 
 

3. Union County Public Notice regarding cancelation and rescheduling of Agenda setting 
session and regular meeting. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-
_UNION_COUNTY_PUBLIC_NOTICE.pdf 
 

  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_approved_minutes_from_the_September_2025_regular_meeting.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_approved_minutes_from_the_September_2025_regular_meeting.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_approved_minutes_from_the_September_2025_regular_meeting.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Clerk_to_Surrounding_Commty_Adoption_-_Ord_2025-15_and_2025-17.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Clerk_to_Surrounding_Commty_Adoption_-_Ord_2025-15_and_2025-17.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Clerk_to_Surrounding_Commty_Adoption_-_Ord_2025-15_and_2025-17.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_UNION_COUNTY_PUBLIC_NOTICE.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_UNION_COUNTY_PUBLIC_NOTICE.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_UNION_COUNTY_PUBLIC_NOTICE.pdf
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ORDINANCES:   
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-24 by title only:  
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-24 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 58, ENTITLED “ANIMALS”. 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) has previously adopted Chapter 

58 of the Code of the Borough of Garwood establishing the regulations regarding animals; and   
 
WHEREAS, the Police Committee has recommended revisions to the full chapter 

including the establishment of new sections regarding cats; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the governing body of the Borough of 

Garwood that Chapter 58 (Animals) of the Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood is hereby 
amended as follows (additions underscored, deletions struck-through): 

 
ARTICLE I 

Dogs 
 

§ 58-1. Definitions. 

As used in this article and throughout this Chapter, the following terms shall have the 
meanings indicated: 

AT LARGE — A dog off the premises of the person owning or keeping or harboring it and 
not in a crate or other safe control, or not securely fastened to a tether, leash, or chain of six 
feet or less held by its owner or other person capable of controlling said dog. 

DOG — Any male or female dog, bitch, or spayed bitch. 

DOG OF LICENSING AGE — Any cat or dog which has obtained the age of seven months 
or which possesses a set of permanent teeth. 

FOSTER PLACEMENT — A temporary placement of six months or less in which a domestic 
animal resides while attempting to find permanent placement. 

NEUTERED — Rendered permanently incapable of reproduction as certified by a licensed 
veterinarian.  

OWNER — When applied to the proprietorship of a dog, shall include every person having a 
right of property in such dog and every person who harbors or has such dog in his or her 
keeping. 
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§ 58-2. License required. 

A. No person shall own, keep, or harbor any dog within the Borough except in 
compliance with the provisions of this article, and unless he first obtains a license and 
official metal registration tag therefor issued by the Borough Clerk upon application 
by the owner and payment of the prescribed fee. 

B. The license shall contain the name and address of the owner of such dog, a short 
description of the dog, including the breed, sex, and markings, and also the number of 
such license, and shall bear the signature of the Borough Clerk. 

C. This section does not apply to dogs in a foster placement, state or federal research 
facility, veterinary establishment where dogs are kept for diagnostic, medical, 
surgical, or other treatments, or licensed animal shelters, pounds, kennels, or pet 
shops. 

 
§ 58-3. Annual license License procedure; tag. 
Any person who shall own, keep or harbor a dog of licensing age in the Borough shall 
immediately, in the month of January in each year in the year following the expiration of a 
license, apply for and procure from the Borough Clerk a license and official metal registration 
tag for each such dog so owned, kept or harbored, and shall place upon each such dog a collar 
or harness with the registration tag securely fastened thereto.  A valid rabies certification must 
accompany registration and remain effective through October 31st of the current year to 
qualify for renewal. 

 
§ 58-4. Fee; expiration date of license; Seeing Eye dogs exempt. [Amended 4-24-1990 
by Ord. No. 90-07] 

A. The person applying for the license and registration tag for each dog shall pay to the 
Borough Clerk a fee of $17.20 16 for the license ing of each dog which is 
spayed/neutered, $20.20 for the license of each dog non-spayed/non-neutered and 
such additional fee for the registration tag as provided for by state law. Each license 
and tag shall be renewed annually, and for each annual renewal, the fee for the license 
and for the registration tag shall be the same as for the original license and registration. 
Each license and tag shall be renewed annually, with the corresponding fees payable 
on an annual basis. Said licenses, registration tags and renewals thereof shall expire 
on the last day of January in each year. [Amended 11-23-2004 by Ord. No. 04-19; 
3-13-2007 by Ord. No. 07-07] 

B. There shall be an additional fee of $5 for the replacement of any lost or otherwise 
missing registration tag. [Amended 11-23-2004 by Ord. No. 04-19] 

C. There shall be an additional late fee of $5 for each dog license any person who shall fail 
to make an application/renewal not for and received the license and registration 
renewed by the last day of January each year.by the last day of January of each year. 
[Amended 11-23-2004 by Ord. No. 04-19; 3-13-2007 by Ord. No. 07-07] 
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D. Only one license and registration tag shall be required in any license year for any dog 
owned in New Jersey, and such license and tag issued by any other municipality shall 
be accepted by the Borough as evidence of compliance with this section and § 58-3. 

E. Dogs used for guides for blind persons and commonly known as "Seeing Eye" dogs, 
dogs used to assist deaf persons and commonly known as "hearing ear" dogs and dogs 
used to assist handicapped persons and commonly known as "service" dogs shall be 
licensed and registered as other dogs as herein provided for, except that the owner or 
keeper of such dog shall not be required to pay any fee therefor. [Amended 12-10-
2002 by Ord. No. 02-28] 

 
§ 58-5. License forms and registration tags to be furnished by Borough. 
Application forms for license and uniform official metal registration tags designed by the State 
Department of Health shall be furnished by the Borough and shall be numbered serially and 
shall bear the year of issuance and the name of the Borough.  The Borough may make all 
required forms available online. 

 
§ 58-6. Application by owner. [Amended 3-13-2007 by Ord. No. 07-07] 

A. The owner of any newly-acquired dog of licensing age or any dog which attains 
licensing age shall apply for a license and registration tag for such dog within 10 days 
after such acquisition or age attainment. 

B. No license shall be granted for any dog unless the dog owner provides evidence that 
the dog to be licensed and registered has been inoculated against rabies with a vaccine 
having duration of immunity which extends through at least 10 of the 12 months of 
the licensing period, in accordance with the regulations of the New Jersey Department 
of Health and Senior Services, or the written certification of a licensed veterinarian 
indicating that the dog is unable to be vaccinated due to age or infirmity. Dogs with a 
duration of immunity against rabies that expires prior to the 10th month of the 
licensing period shall be revaccinated prior to the issuance of a license. 

 
§ 58-7. Contents of application. 

A. The application shall state the breed, sex, age, color and markings of the dog for which 
license and registration are sought, and whether it is of a long-haired or short-hared 
variety; the name, street and post office address of the owner and the person who shall 
keep or harbor such dog. 

B. The information on said application and the registration number issued for the dog 
shall be preserved for a period of three years by the Borough Clerk. In addition, he the 
Clerk shall forward to the State Department of Health each month, on forms furnished 
by the said Department, an accurate account of registration numbers issued or 
otherwise disposed of. Registration numbers shall be issued in the order of the 
applications. 
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§ 58-8. Dogs brought into Borough. 

A. Any person who shall bring or cause to be brought into the Borough any dog licensed 
in another state for the current licensing year, and bearing a registration tag, and shall 
keep the same or permit the same to be kept within the Borough for a period of more 
then than 90 days shall immediately apply for a license and registration tag for such 
dog, unless such dog be licensed under § 58-2. 

B. Any person who shall bring or cause to be brought into the Borough any unlicensed 
dog and shall keep the same or permit the same to be kept within the Borough for a 
period of more than 10 days, shall immediately apply for a license and registration tag 
for each such dog, unless such dog be licensed under § 58-2. 

§ 58-9. Removal of tag. 
No person, except an officer or agent in the performance of his duties, shall remove a 
registration tag from the collar of any dog without the consent of the owner, nor shall any 
person attach a registration tag to a dog for which it was not issued. 

 
§ 58-10. Disposition of fees collected. 
License fees, registration tag fees and other money collected and received pursuant to this 
article shall be turned over and disposed of in accordance with and as provided by law. 

 
§ 58-11. Running at large prohibited. 
No person owning, keeping, harboring, or in control of any dog shall permit said dog to run 
at large at any time within the limits of the Borough. 

 
§ 58-12. Dog nuisances. [Amended 3-13-2007 by Ord. No. 07-07] 
It shall be unlawful and a violation of the article for any person who owns, possesses or 
controls a dog to permit, suffer or allow such animal to soil, defile or defecate on, or commit 
any nuisance on any common thoroughfare, sidewalk, passageway, bypath, play area, park or 
any place where people congregate or walk, or upon any public property whatsoever, or upon 
any private property without the permission of the owner or lawful occupant thereof. This 
restriction shall not apply to that portion of the street lying between the curblines, which shall 
be used to curb such animal, provided that said person who curbs such dog shall remove all 
feces deposited by such animal and dispose of same as provided in Article III of this chapter. 

 
§ 58-13. Enforcement. 
The provisions of this article shall be enforced by any private citizen signing a formal 
complaint against such offender or by any member of the Board of Health, Garwood Police 
Department or such other person who may be employed by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Garwood to exercise the duty and authority of dog catcher, dog warden or pound-
master. 

 
§ 58-14. Contract for enforcement. 
The Mayor and Council shall have the power to enter into a contract with one or more persons 
for the exercise of the duty and authority of dog catcher, dog warden or pound-master to 
enforce the provisions of this article, including the taking into custody, impounding, 
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destruction and disposal of dogs as hereinafter provided. Nothing contained in this section, 
however, shall be construed as limiting the duty or authority of the Chief of Police or any 
member of the Police Department to enforce the provisions of this article. 

 
§ 58-15. Costs to Maintain Dog Canvass of dogs; report. [Amended 9-10-1991 by Ord. 
No. 91-21; 5-25-1999 by Ord. No. 99-10] 

The Chief of Police of the Borough of Garwood shall biannually cause a canvass to be made 
of all dogs owned, kept or harbored within the limits of the Borough of Garwood as prescribed 
by N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.15, as amended. The Chief of Police shall report biannually to the 
Borough Clerk, to the local Board of Health, and to the State Department of Health the result 
thereof, as prescribed by N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.15, as amended. In causing such canvass of dogs to 
be conducted, the Chief of Police may employ for such purpose regular members of the Police 
Department, duly appointed special law enforcement officers, and/or duly appointed school 
crossing guards. 

An owner of a dog(s) who is unable or unwilling to provide care for an animal in their custody 
due to their arrest, eviction, hospitalization, or other circumstances outside of their control 
shall be required to pay all costs of sheltering, caring for, or treating any dog(s), including 
veterinary expenses, until that dog(s) is returned to its owner, forfeited, liberated, or disposed 
of.  All costs are determined by the housing authority of such dog(s). 
§ 58-16. Seizing and impounding. 
Members of the police, acting under the direction of the Chief of Police or such person 
appointed to enforce the provisions of this article, shall take into custody or impound the 
following: 

A. Any dog running at large within the limits of the Borough. 

B. Any dog not licensed or tagged as provided in this article. 

C. Any dog off the premises of the owner or of the person keeping or harboring the dog, 
which dog said official or his agent or agents have reason to believe is a stray dog. 

D. Any dog with a fierce, dangerous or vicious propensity or noticeably infected with 
rabies or bitten by a dog suspected of having rabies. 

E. Any female dog in season off the premises of the owner or of the person keeping or 
harboring said dog. 

F. Any dog seized under this section shall be handled and disposed of with proper 
notice given, as required by N.J.S.A. 4:19-15.16. 

 
§ 58-17. Entry upon premises for seizure. 
Any officer or agent authorized or empowered to perform any duty under this article is 
authorized to go upon any premises to seize for impounding any dog or dogs which he may 
lawfully seize and impound when such officer or agent is in immediate pursuit of such dog or 
dogs, except upon the premises of the owner of the dog if said owner is present and forbids 
the same. 
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§ 58-18. Interference. 
No person shall hinder, molest, or interfere with anyone authorized or employed to perform 
any duty under this article. 

 
§ 58-19. Violations and penalties. 
Any person who shall violate any provisions of §§ 58-2, 58-3, 58-6, 58-11 or 58-16, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than $5 nor more than $250.  $50 
nor more than $500 for each offense.  Each day a violation continues shall constitute a separate 
and distinct offense. 

 
§ 58-20. Construal of provisions. 
The provisions of this article and the penalties for the violation of the provisions thereof shall 
be construed to be in addition to the provisions and penalties of any and all statutes of New 
Jersey relating to rabies and control of dogs. 

 
ARTICLE II 

Livestock 
[Added 3-24-1998 by Ord. No. 98-03] 

 
§ 58-21. Horses. 
The keeping of horses, ponies or other domestic equine animals within the Borough of 
Garwood is hereby prohibited. 

 
§ 58-22. Other livestock. 
The keeping of pigeons, fowl, pigs, goats, sheep, cattle and other kinds of livestock within the 
Borough of Garwood is hereby prohibited. 

 
§ 58-23. Enforcement. 
This article shall be enforced by the Health Officer of the Borough of Garwood. 

 
§ 58-24. Violations and Penalties. 
Any person who shall violate any provision of the article shall be subject to a fine not 
exceeding $1,000, a period of community service not exceeding 90 days, and a period of 
imprisonment not exceeding 90 days. 

 
ARTICLE III 

Pet Waste 
[Added 6-14-2005 by Ord. No. 05-20] 

 
§ 58-25. Purpose. 
An ordinance to establish requirements for the proper disposal of pet solid waste in the 
Borough of Garwood so as to protect public health, safety and welfare, and to prescribe 
penalties for failure to comply. 
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§ 58-26. Definitions. 
For the purpose of this article, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall 
have the meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this article clearly demonstrates 
a different meaning. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense 
include the future, words used in the plural number include the singular number, and words 
used in the singular number include the plural number. The word "shall" is always mandatory 
and not merely directory. 

IMMEDIATE — Shall mean that the pet solid waste is removed at once, without delay. 
OWNER/KEEPER — Any person who shall possess, maintain, house or harbor any pet or 
otherwise have custody of any pet, whether or not the owner of such pet. 

PERSON — Any individual, corporation, company, partnership, firm, association, or political 
subdivision of this state subject to municipal jurisdiction. 
PET — A domesticated animal (other than a disability assistance animal) kept for 
amusement or companionship. 

PET SOLID WASTE — Waste matter expelled from the bowels of the pet; excrement. 
PROPER DISPOSAL — Placement in a designated waste receptacle, or other suitable 
container, and discarded in a refuse container which is regularly emptied by the municipality 
or some other refuse collector; or disposal into a system designed to convey domestic sewage 
for proper treatment and disposal. 

 
§ 58-27. Requirement for disposal. 
All pet owners and keepers are required to immediately and properly dispose of their pet's solid 
waste deposited on any property, public or private, not owned or possessed by that person. 

 
§ 58-28. Exemptions. 
Any owner or keeper who requires the use of a disability assistance animal shall be exempt 
from the provisions of this section while such animal is being used for that purpose. 

 
§ 58-29. Enforcement. 
The provisions of this article shall be enforced by the Police Department and the Local Board 
of Health of the Borough of Garwood. 

 
§ 58-30. Penalties. 
Any person violating this chapter shall be subject to a fine of up to $500. Upon conviction, any 
person who violates any portion of this article shall be fined no less than $50 or more than $500 for 
each offense.  Each day the violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct offense. 
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ARTICLE IV 
Wildlife 
Feeding 

[Added 6-14-2005 by Ord. No. 05-19] 
 

§ 58-31. Purpose. 
An ordinance to prohibit the feeding of unconfined wildlife in any public park or on any other 
property owned or operated by the Borough of Garwood so as to protect public health, safety 
and welfare, and to prescribe penalties for failure to comply. 

 
§ 58-32. Definitions. 
For the purpose of this article, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall 
have the meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this article clearly demonstrates 
a different meaning. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense 
include the future, words used in the plural number include the singular number, and words 
used in the singular number include the plural number. The word "shall" is always mandatory 
and not merely directory. 

FEED — To give, place, expose, deposit, distribute or scatter any edible material with the 
intention of feeding, attracting or enticing wildlife. Feeding does not include baiting in the 
legal taking of fish and/or game. 

PERSON — Any individual, corporation, company, partnership, firm, association, or political 
subdivision of this state subject to municipal jurisdiction. 

WILDLIFE — All animals that are neither human nor domesticated. 
 

§ 58-33. Prohibited conduct. 

A. No person shall feed, in any public park or on any other property owned or operated 
by the Borough of Garwood, any wildlife, excluding confined wildlife (for example, 
wildlife confined in zoos, parks or rehabilitation centers, or unconfined wildlife at 
environmental education centers). 

 
§ 58-34. Enforcement. 

A. This article shall be enforced by the Police Department and Health Department of 
the Borough of Garwood. 

B. Any person found to be in violation of this article shall be ordered to cease the feeding 
immediately. 
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§ 58-35. Violations and penalties. 

B. Any person(s) who is found to be in violation of the provisions of this article shall be 
subject to a fine not to exceed $500.  Upon conviction, any person who violates any 
portion of this article shall be fined no less than $50 or more than $500 for each 
offense.  Each day the violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct 
offense. 

ARTICLE V 
Pet Sales 

[Added 6-12-2018 by Ord. No. 18-15] 
 

§ 58-36. Definitions. 
As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

ANIMAL CARE FACILITY — An animal control center or animal shelter, maintained by 
or under contract with any state, county or municipality, whose mission and practice is, in 
whole, or significant part, the rescue and placement of animals in permanent homes. 

ANIMAL RESCUE ORGANIZATION — Any not-for-profit organization which has tax-
exempt status under § 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code, whose mission 
and practice is, in whole or in significant part, the rescue and placement of animals in 
permanent homes. 

CAT — A member of a species of domestic cat, Felis catus. 

DOG — A member of a species of domestic dog, Canis familiaris. 

OFFER FOR SALE — To sell offer for sale or adoption, advertise for the sale of, barter, 
auction, give away or otherwise dispose of a dog or cat. 

PET SHOP — A retail establishment where dogs and cats are sold, exchanged, bartered or 
offered for sale as pet animals to the general public at retail. Such definition shall not include 
an animal care facility or animal rescue organization, as defined. 

 
§ 58-37. Restrictions on sale of animals. 
No pet store shall sell, deliver, offer for sale, barter, auction, give away or otherwise transfer 
or dispose of cats or dogs. Nothing in this section shall prohibit stores from collaborating with 
animal care facilities or animal rescue organizations to offer space for such entities to 
showcase adoptable dogs and cats. 

 
ARTICLE VI 

Cats 
[Added XX-XX-2025 by Ord. No 25-XX] 

 
§ 58-38. Definitions 
 
As used in this article and throughout this Chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings 
indicated: 
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CAT – Any member of the domestic feline species; male, female or neutered. 
 
CAT OF LICENSING AGE – Any cat which has obtained the age of seven (7) months or which 
possesses a set of permanent teeth. 
 
FOSTER PLACEMENT – A temporary placement of six (6) months or less in which a domestic animal 
resides while attempting to find permanent placement. 
 
NEUTERED – Rendered permanently incapable of reproduction as certified by a licensed veterinarian. 
 
OWNER – When applied to the proprietorship of a cat, shall include every person having a right of 
property in such cat and every person who harbors, feeds, or has such cat in his or her keeping. 
 
§ 58-39. Licensing and vaccination of cats required. 
 
Effective January 1, 2026, any member of the domestic feline species, whether male, female, or 
neutered, over seven (7) months old shall be vaccinated for rabies by a licensed veterinarian and 
shall be licensed by the Borough of Garwood. The licensing authority is hereby designated as the 
Office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
As a condition of licensing,  al l  such  ca ts  shal l  be  vaccinated  against  rabies  per  
the  lates t  "Compendium of  Animal  Rabies  Vaccines  and  Recommendat ions  
for  Immunizat ion ,  published by the National Association of State Public Health 
Veterinarians. 
 
A certificate of vaccination shall be issued by the veterinarian to the owner of each animal 
vaccinated on a form recommended by the State of New Jersey.  The certificate shall state the 
period of time during which the vaccination is deemed to be effective.  A written certification of 
a licensed veterinarian indicating that the cat cannot be vaccinated due to age or infirmity shall be 
provided in place of the vaccination certificate.  
 
This section does not apply to cats held in a cattery, foster placement, state or federal research 
facility, veterinary establishment where dogs or cats are kept for diagnostic, medical, surgical, or 
other treatments, or licensed animal shelters, pounds, kennels, or pet shops. 

§ 58-40. Licensing procedures; tag. 
 
Any person who shall own, keep or harbor a cat of licensing age in the Borough shall effective 
January 1, 2026 immediately apply for and procure from the Borough Clerk a license and official 
metal registration tag for each such cat so owned, kept or harbored.  A valid rabies certification 
must accompany registration and remain effective through October 31st of the current year to 
qualify for renewal. 
 
Upon presentation to the Borough Clerk of a completed application, a certificate of vaccination 
(or certification of exception due to age/infirmity), along with the necessary fee, whether in person 
or by mail, the Borough Clerk shall issue a metal tag type license for said cat bearing a code 
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number identifying such cat which shall be affixed to or worn on a collar by the cat at all times.  
Such tag shall also indicate the year of expiration of the license. 
 
§ 58-41. Application, contents, preservation and information. 
 
The application shall state the breed, sex, age, color, and markings of the cat for which a license 
is sought and whether it is a long or short-haired variety.  Such application shall also state the 
name, street address and post office address of the owner.  The information on said application 
and the license number for the cat shall be preserved for a period of three years by the Borough 
Clerk.  Applications may be made in person or online using the forms provided by the Borough. 

§ 58-42. License fees.  
 
The fee for a cat license is hereby fixed at $10 if the animal is spayed or neutered and $13 if the 
animal is not spayed or neutered and such additional fee for the registration tag as provided for by 
state law. Each license and tag shall be renewed annually, with the corresponding fees payable on 
an annual basis. 
 
There shall be an additional late fee of $5 for each cat license application/renewal not renewed by 
the last day of January each year. 
 
Only one license and registration tag shall be required in any license year for any cat owned in 
New Jersey, and such license and tag issued by any other municipality shall be accepted by the 
Borough as evidence of compliance with this section. 
 
§ 58-43. Loss of license tag. 
 
Duplicate tags shall be issued upon proof satisfactory to the Borough Clerk of the loss of the 
original tag and the payment to the Borough Clerk of $5 for each duplicate tag. 
 
§ 58-44. Enforcement. 
 
The provisions of this article shall be enforced by any private citizen signing a formal complaint 
against such offender or by any member of the Board of Health, Garwood Police Department, or 
such other person who may be employed by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood 
to exercise the duty and authority of animal control officer. 
 
§ 58-45. Contract for enforcement. 
 
The Mayor and Council shall have the power to enter into a contract with one or more persons for 
the exercise of the duty and authority of the animal control officer to enforce the provisions of this 
article.  Nothing contained in this section, however, shall be construed as limiting the duty or 
authority of the Chief of Police or any member of the Police Department to enforce the provisions 
of this article. 
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§ 58-46. Offense defined; violations. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to permit an unlicensed cat to be at large outside of a building 
occupied by such person. Any person who permits such a cat to be at large outside of a building 
shall be subject to a fine of not less than $50 nor more than $500, and the cat shall be subject to 
being picked up by the animal control authority of the municipality.  In order to recover said cat, 
the owner shall be required to pay a fee levied by said authority and must also have the cat 
vaccinated and licensed as provided for in this article. 
Upon conviction, any person who violates this article shall be fined no less than $50 or more than 
$500 for each offense.  Each day the violation continues shall constitute a separate and distinct 
offense. 
 
§ 58-47. Costs to Maintain Cat. 
 
An owner of a cat(s) who is unable or unwilling to provide care for an animal in their custody due 
to their arrest, eviction, hospitalization, or other circumstances outside of their control shall be 
required to pay all costs of sheltering, caring for, or treating any cat(s), including veterinary 
expenses, until that cat(s) is returned to its owner, forfeited, liberated, or disposed of.  All costs 
are determined by the housing authority of such cat(s). 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 

provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall 
apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the 
remainder of the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage 
and publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-24.   NONE 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-24. 

1. Bruce Paterson – 325 Willow Avenue – Mr. Paterson sought clarification on several items 
within the cat section of the Ordinance, including who initiated the section, concerns about the 
introduction of license fees (58.42) alongside other existing Borough fees such as recreation and 
sewer fees, enforcement procedures (58.44), costs associated with maintaining a cat (58.47), and 
how issues related to feral cats and the housing authority would be addressed. 

 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Foley to close Public Hearing 
on Ordinance No. 25-24.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: The Mayor addressed Mr. Paterson’s concerns, clarifying that there is no general 
recreation fee—only specific classes conducted at the recreation center carry associated fees. The 
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cat-related ordinance was initiated by the Board of Health, which is shared among multiple 
municipalities. With the rise of avian flu last year, particularly due to outdoor cats, the Board 
recommended implementing this measure as a preventative step. To encourage compliance, the 
fee was intentionally kept low since it is a new requirement. Regarding enforcement, it was noted 
that private citizens cannot enforce the ordinance; formal complaints must be filed through the 
police department. Councilman Padusniak clarified language in the ordinance referring to “any 
such other person” as applying to individuals officially designated by the Mayor and Council to 
carry out animal control duties. Councilman Kearney further emphasized that each instance of 
“or” in the enforcement section denotes a distinct category authorized to take enforcement action. 
For the Housing Authority, enforcement would fall under the jurisdiction of the police. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Kearney to adopt Ordinance No. 
25-24. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE    Council President Nolde AYE 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-25 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-25 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 115 ENTITLED “MISCELLANEOUS 
OFFENSES”, ARTICLE I, “DISORDERLY AND OFFENSIVE CONDUCT”, ARTICLE II 
“VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES”, AND CREATING NEW ARTICLES XI “PUBLIC 
PROPERTY” AND XII “DISORDERLY CONDUCT”. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) has previously adopted Chapter 
115, which sets forth regulations and enforcement regarding inappropriate conduct in the 
Borough; and  

  
WHEREAS, the Borough Council seeks to amend the Chapter with updated regulations, 

enforcement, and penalties; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of 

Garwood that Chapter 115 (Miscellaneous Offenses), Article I (Disorderly and Offensive 
Conduct), Article II (Violations and Penalties) of the Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood 
is hereby amended and new Articles XI (Public Property) and Article XII (Disorderly Conduct) 
are created as follows (additions underscored, deletions struck-through): 
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ARTICLE I 
Disorderly and Offensive Conduct 

§ 115-1. Public peace and good order.  

A. Noise. 

(1) Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to this 
section: NOISE DISTURBANCE — Any sound that: 

(a) Endangers the safety or health of any person; 

(b) Disturbs a reasonable person of normal sensitivities; or 

(c) Endangers personal or real property 
PERSON — Any individual, corporation, company, association, society, firm, 
partnership or other legal entity. 
DISTURBANCE OF PEACE — Any conduct or behavior that causes or is likely to cause 
public inconvenience, alarm, or discomfort to the residents of a residential area, including 
but not limited to: 

(a) Excessive noise. Engaging in loud, disruptive noise between the hours of 10 p.m. 
and 7 a.m. that disturbs the peace and quiet of residential properties. This includes, 
but is not limited to, loud music, shouting, vehicle noise, or the operation of 
machinery. 

(b) Loud gatherings or parties. Hosting or participating in gatherings or parties in 
residential areas that produce excessive noise or disrupt the quiet enjoyment of 
neighbors. 

(c) Verbal altercations. Engaging in shouting, yelling, or the use of loud or offensive 
language in a manner that disturbs the peace and quiet of residents. 

(d) Disorderly conduct. Any physical altercation, violent behavior, or disruptive 
conduct in residential areas, including any behavior that may result in the creation 
of a public disturbance. 

(e) Animal-related disturbances. The continuous or excessive barking, howling, or 
other noise from domestic animals that causes a disturbance to neighbors, 
especially during nighttime hours. 

(f) Disruptive vehicle activity. Operating vehicles, motorcycles, or other motorized 
transportation in a manner that causes excessive noise, such as revving engines, 
loud music, or racing in residential areas. 

PROPERTY LINE — Either: 

(a) The imaginary line that separates one parcel of real property from another; or 

(b) The vertical or horizontal boundaries of a dwelling unit that is one in a 
multi- dwelling-unit building. 
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RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY — Property used for human habitation. 
 
       (2) Prohibited acts. No person shall perform or cause the following acts, or suffer, 
allow or permit the following acts, on any property owned or leased by said person or 
otherwise under said person's control: 

(a) Sound reproduction system. Operating, playing or permitting the operation or 
playing of any radio, television, phonograph, or similar device that reproduces 
or amplifies sound in such a manner as to create a noise disturbance for any 
person other than the operator of the device. 

(b) Loudspeakers and public address systems. The using or operating of any 
loudspeaker, public address system, or similar device between the hours of 
10:00 
p.m. and 7:00 a.m. weekdays, 8:00 a.m. Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. Sundays, such 
that the sound therefrom creates a noise disturbance across a residential property 
line. 

(c) Animals and birds. Owning, possessing, or harboring any pet animal or pet bird 
that frequently or for continued duration makes sounds that create a noise 
disturbance across a residential property line (for the purpose of this section, a 
noise disturbance from a barking dog shall be defined as that created by a dog 
barking continually for 10 minutes or intermittently for 30 minutes unless 
provoked). 

(2) Prohibited Conduct in Residential Areas: 

(a) Excessive noise. Playing loud music, using loudspeakers, or making any other 
form of noise that disrupts the peace and tranquility of residential 
neighborhoods. 

(b) Loud gatherings or parties. Hosting parties or gatherings that create excessive 
noise or disturbance beyond reasonable levels, particularly during the nighttime 
hours. 

(c) Verbal disturbances. Engaging in shouting, arguing, or using profane or 
offensive language that disrupts the quiet enjoyment of the neighborhood. 

(d) Physical altercations. Participating in fights or other physical disturbances that 
threaten public peace. 

(e) Animal disturbances. Failing to control animals that produce continuous noise, 
including excessive barking or howling, which disturbs the peace of nearby 
residents. 

(f) Vehicle noise. Operating motor vehicles, motorcycles, or any other transport in 
a manner that produces loud, disruptive noise in residential areas.  

(3) Prohibited Conduct throughout the Borough of Garwood: 

(a) Loading and unloading. Loading, unloading, opening, closing or other handling 
of newspapers, boxes, crates, bundles, containers, building materials, liquids, 
or the pneumatic or pumped loading or unloading of bulk materials in liquid, 
gaseous, powder or pellet form, or the compacting of refuse by persons engaged 
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in the scavenging business, between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. 
weekdays, 8:00 a.m. Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. Sundays, when the sound 
therefrom creates a noise disturbance across a residential property line. 

(b) Standing motor vehicles. Operating or permitting the operation of any motor 
vehicle whose manufacturer's gross weight is in excess of 10,000 pounds, or 
any auxiliary equipment attached to such a vehicle, for a period of longer than 
five minutes in any hour while the vehicle is stationary within 150 feet of any 
residential property line between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. 
weekdays, 8:00 a.m. Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. Sundays. 

(c) Construction and demolition. Operating or permitting the operation of any tools 
or equipment used in construction, drilling, earthmoving, excavating or 
demolition work between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. weekdays, 8:00 
a.m. Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. Sundays. 

(d) Exhausts. Permitting or causing the discharge into the open air of the exhaust 
of any steam engine, stationary internal-combustion engine or motor vehicle 
except through a muffler or other device which effectively prevents a noise 
disturbance. 

(e) Yelling, shouting. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing on the public 
streets, or within 150 feet of any residential property line, between the hours of 
10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. weekdays, 8:00 a.m. Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. Sundays. 

(f) Horns. The sounding of a horn or warning device on any automobile, 
motorcycle, bus or other vehicle, except when required by law, or when 
necessary to give timely warning of the approach of the vehicle, or as a warning 
of impending danger to persons driving other vehicles, or to persons upon the 
street. No person shall sound a horn or warning device on any automobile, 
motorcycle, bus or other vehicle which emits an unreasonable loud or harsh 
sound or for any unnecessary or unreasonable period of time. 

(g) Equipment. The utilizing of any equipment, machine or other mechanical 
device between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. weekdays, 8:00 a.m. 
Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. Sundays, when the sound therefrom creates a noise 
disturbance across a residential property line. 

(4) Exceptions. The provisions of this article shall not apply to: 

(a) Noncommercial public speaking and public assembly activity lawfully 
conducted on any public space or public right-of-way at any time other than 
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. weekdays, 8:00 a.m. Saturdays 
and 9:00 a.m. Sundays. 

(b) Noise from municipally sponsored hosted celebrations or events. 
(c) The emission of sound by any public entity or public utility in the performance 

of any emergency work to deliver essential services, including, but not limited 
to, water, gas, electricity, telephone, sewer facilities or public transportation 
facilities, or to remove fallen trees on public rights-of-way, or to abate life-
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threatening conditions. 

(d) Emergency situations. Conduct that occurs as part of an emergency response by 
law enforcement, fire, medical, or other emergency personnel. 

(e) Government-sanctioned events. Public events, festivals, or other activities that are 
permitted or licensed by the Borough or other governmental authorities and are 
subject to prior approval. 

(f) Construction and maintenance. Noise resulting from necessary construction, 
repairs, or maintenance work, provided such activities occur during reasonable 
hours as defined by local code or ordinance. In the event of emergency 
circumstances, such as urgent repairs to essential infrastructure or public utilities, 
construction and maintenance work may take place outside of established hours to 
address immediate safety concerns or environmental hazards. 

(g) Generators. The use of portable or standby generators is generally subject to 
restrictions to ensure the safety, noise control, and overall harmony of the 
community. However, the use of generators is permitted during officially declared 
states of emergency or other natural events when such equipment is necessary to 
provide adequate power to a structure. During these times, residents may operate 
generators to maintain essential services such as refrigeration, heating, cooling, or 
medical equipment. Once the emergency or event has passed and normal power is 
restored, generator use must cease in accordance with standard policy. 

(5) Penalties for Violation 

(a) First Offense. Any person found in violation of this ordinance shall be issued a 
citation and shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $250, and/or a written warning. 

(b) Second Offense. Any person found in violation of this ordinance after having 
received a written warning or citation for a prior offense within 6 months shall be 
subject to a fine not exceeding $500 or imprisonment for up to 15 days, or both. 

(c) Subsequent Offenses. For any person found in violation of this ordinance on 3 or 
more occasions within 12 months, the individual shall be subject to a fine not 
exceeding $1,000, imprisonment for up to 15 days, and may be subject to further 
legal action under applicable state or local laws. 

(d) Court Action. Any person charged with violating this ordinance shall be entitled to 
a hearing before the Borough of Garwood Municipal Court or appropriate judicial 
authority. 

(6) Enforcement 

(a) The Garwood Police Department shall have the authority to enforce the provisions 
of this ordinance, including the issuance of citations, fines, and, when necessary, 
the arrest of individuals violating this ordinance. 

(b) Law enforcement officers are authorized to respond to complaints from residents, 
investigate incidents of disturbance, and take immediate action to restore peace 
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when necessary. 

(7) Severability 
 
If any part of this ordinance is determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the 
remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 
 

ARTICLE II 
Violations and Penalties 

 
§ 115-4. Penalty.  

Any person who shall violate any provision of this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof, be liable 
to a fine of not more than $1,250, a term of imprisonment not exceeding 90 days or a period of 
community service not exceeding 90 days, or any combination thereof. A separate offense shall 
be deemed committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues.  The 
aforementioned penalties are applicable only to an Article in this Chapter which does not already 
have a specific penalty provision included within it.  

§ 115-5. Continuing violations. 

The imposition of a penalty, or penalties, for any violation of this chapter shall not excuse the 
violation or permit it to continue and all such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such 
violations forthwith, or within such reasonable times as prescribed by the Judge of the Municipal 
Court, but not exceeding 30 days. If said violations are not corrected within the time prescribed 
by the Court, then and in that event, the continued violation shall constitute a separate offense 
hereunder. 

ARTICLE XI 

Public Property 

§ 115-37. Destruction of public property. 

(1) Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to this 
section:  

PERSON — Any individual, corporation, company, association, society, firm, 
partnership or other legal entity. 
PUBLIC PROPERTY – Property owned, leased, or controlled by the Borough of Garwood, 
including but not limited to: 

1. Streets, sidewalks and roadways. 
2. Parks, recreational facilities, and playgrounds. 
3. Buildings, structures, and other facilities owned by the Borough. 
4. Public monuments, statues, and artwork. 
5. Streetlights, traffic signs, and other traffic control devices. 
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6. Any other property, real or personal, owned by the Borough of Garwood. 

(2) Prohibited Conduct. It shall be unlawful for any person, business, or entity to: 

(a) Damage or deface public property by vandalism, graffiti, the 
destruction of physical structures, or any other act that results in the 
impairment, destruction, or alteration of public property. 

(b) Tamper with or remove public property, including street signs, traffic 
control devices, park equipment, or other Borough-owned items. 

(c) Destroy or alter public monuments, statues, artwork, or other cultural 
property owned by the Borough. 

(d) Dump or dispose of materials, substances, or waste on public property 
that may cause damage or pose a hazard to public health, safety, or the 
environment. 

(3) Penalties for Violation 

(a) Civil Liability. Any person or entity found guilty of violating the 
provisions of this ordinance shall be responsible for the full cost of 
repairing, replacing, or restoring the damaged property, in addition to 
any fines or penalties imposed. 

(b) Fines: 

• First offense. A fine not exceeding $500 or imprisonment for 
up to 15 days, or both. 

• Subsequent offenses. A fine not exceeding $1,000 or 
imprisonment for up to 30 days, or both. 

(c) Restitution. In addition to any fines, the violator may be required to 
pay restitution for the actual damages caused, including the cost of 
materials, labor, and any other associated expenses incurred by the 
Borough in repairing the damaged property. 

(d) Criminal charges. In cases where the damage is deemed severe, 
intentional, or part of an ongoing pattern of destructive behavior, the 
violator may be subject to criminal charges under applicable state or 
federal law, which may include additional fines and/or imprisonment. 

(4) Enforcement 

(a) The Garwood Police Department shall have the authority to enforce 
the provisions of this ordinance and to investigate incidents of public 
property damage. 

(b) The Garwood Department of Public Works shall assist in assessing the 
damage to public property and determining the cost of repair or 
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replacement. 

(c) Law enforcement officers are authorized to issue citations, make 
arrests, and take any appropriate action to enforce this ordinance. 

(5) Report of Damages 

(a) Any resident or individual who witnesses or becomes aware of damage 
to public property is encouraged to report the incident to the Garwood 
Police Department or the Borough’s Department of Public Works. 

(b) The Borough will maintain a system for residents to report damages, 
and investigations will be conducted. 

(6) Exceptions. This ordinance shall not apply to damage caused by: 

(a) Authorized persons or entities performing maintenance, construction, 
or other activities as approved by the Borough, including work by the 
Borough’s employees or contractors. 

(b) Acts of God or other natural disasters, including but not limited to 
floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, or other weather-related 
events, provided such events were not caused by negligence or 
unlawful conduct. 

(7) Severability 
If any part of this ordinance is determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be 
invalid, the remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 

ARTICLE XII 

Disorderly Conduct 

§ 115-38. Disorderly conduct prohibited. 

(1) Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to this section:  

PERSON — Any individual, corporation, company, association, society, firm, 
partnership or other legal entity. 
DISORDERLY CONDUCT — Any act, action, or behavior by a person that causes or is 
likely to cause public inconvenience, annoyance, alarm, or harm to the safety and well-being 
of others, including but not limited to: 

(a) Fighting or violent behavior. Engaging in physical altercations or 
threats or violence that disturb the peace of others. 

(b) Public intoxication. Being in a public place while under the influence 
of alcohol, drugs, or any controlled substance, to the extent that such 
behavior poses a danger to oneself or others. 
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(c) Excessive noise. Engaging in loud, unreasonable noise that disrupts 
public peace or the quiet enjoyment of public spaces or residential 
areas. 

(d) Disturbing the peace. Engaging in conduct that unreasonably disturbs 
or interferes with others’ ability to enjoy public spaces, including 
through the use of offensive language, gestures, or threats. 

(e) Obstruction of public places. Blocking or obstructing pedestrian or 
vehicular traffic in a manner that disrupts the normal flow of 
movement or creates a safety hazard. 

(2) Prohibited Conduct. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in disorderly 
conduct as defined in the Definitions section within the limits of the Borough of 
Garwood. Specifically, no person shall: 

(a) Engage in any form of fighting, physical altercation, or violent 
behavior in public spaces. 

(b) Intoxicate themselves to the point of endangering their own safety or 
the safety of others in public spaces. 

(c) Produce excessive, unreasonable, or disruptive noise in public places. 

(d) Use offensive, profane, or vulgar language in a manner that disturbs or 
disrupts public peace, particularly when directed at individuals or 
groups. 

(e) Obstruct or impede the normal flow of traffic, whether pedestrian or 
vehicular, in a public place. 

(3) Penalties for violation. Any person who violates the provisions of this ordinance shall 
be subject to the following penalties: 

(a) A fine not exceeding $500 for a first offense. 

(b) A fine not exceeding $1,000 or imprisonment for up to 15 days for 
subsequent offenses. 

(c) If the conduct results in injury to another person or property damage, 
the violator may be subject to additional criminal charges and penalties 
as provided by applicable state law. 

(4) Enforcement 

(a) The Garwood Police Department shall have the authority to enforce 
the provisions of this ordinance, including the issuance of citations, 
fines, and, when necessary, the arrest of individuals violating this 
ordinance. 

(b) Law enforcement officers are authorized to respond to complaints from 
residents, investigate incidents of disturbance, and take immediate 
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action to restore peace when necessary. 

(5) Severability 
 
If any part of this ordinance is determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the 
remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 
provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply 
only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of 
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 
publication in accordance with applicable law. 
 
A motion was made by Council President Nolde, second by Councilman Foley to introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-25. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair – no report 
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair 
Two weekends ago, 8 GFD members participated in 16 hours of Water Rescue Training. Capt 
T.Gesior, Lt B.Fishman, Lt T .Digney, FF L.Cartnick, FF N.Cugno, FF A.Cassidy, FF J.Ryan, 
FF T.Trojan  are now certified to the Water Rescue Operations Level and are scheduled to go to 
Technician Training in October. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair – no report  
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
In addition to their reoccurring activities, the DPW performed the following duties: Remove debris 
from both sides of Center Street underpass and Kennedy Plaza.  Repair damaged street and traffic 
signs throughout the Borough. Clean bus stop enclosures and surrounding areas on North and South 
Avenues.  Inspect and clear roof drains at the municipal complex as needed. Meet with the Shade 
Tree Officer to address residential tree issues.  Help the Recreation Director with bi-monthly Hartman 
Park and Sports Complex inspections. Clear debris from all stormwater inlets before and after heavy 
rain. Provide Public Works assistance for the specialty and e-waste recycling event and with the 
sanitary sewer back up at the municipal complex. Performed line stripping in the following areas: 
Yellow no parking boxes at the intersection of Hemlock/Lexington, Hickory/East, 2nd/Oak and 
Cedar/2nd; All municipal parking lots; Commuter spots at Kennedy Plaza and The Garwood Shoprite. 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
September 25, 2025 

Page 27 of 34  
 
Please remember bulk pick-up applications are due on October 3rd  by 2:30 pm., and pick up is 
scheduled for October 20th. SHADE TREE: The Garwood Shade Tree Committee met on Monday, 
September 22 and discussed the following: NJDOT funded plantings on North Avenue – 
approximately 20 trees – that will take place late this fall or early spring 2026; Union County planting 
of approximately 12 trees on South Avenue, that will take place late fall 2025; Downes Tree Service 
will be planting the much delayed (summer, hot weather and then drought forced the delay) spring 
2025 tree plantings either this week or next; The Borough will soon be letting the contracts for tree 
removal and stump grinding for work this fall – this is approximately 30 trees/stumps. Hopefully all 
dead trees and leftover stumps that are around the Borough will be removed; Caffrey Nurseries will 
be planting the 18 trees associated with the recent road improvement projects at New Street, East 
Street and Walnut Street next week. The Committee asks that residents please assist us by watering 
the trees if possible. Shade Tree members will also be taking their pruning clips and inspecting each 
Borough tree and pruning all suckers and growth below a four foot height on every tree in the Borough 
right of way during October. So if residents see someone pruning their trees, hopefully it will be one 
of the Board members, and should not to contact the police. But after October, please make the call. 
That is all for me tonight. Thank you. 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair – no report  
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture: The Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture will be 
holding its Fall Art Show entitled “Fall into Art”. The theme is creativity.  Garwood artists of all 
ages are welcome to choose a recent piece that best expresses their creative ideas. We accept small 
sculptures, framed watercolors, pastels, oil paintings, photographs, or mixed media works. Please 
send a photo of your work with the dimensions to cnolde@garwood.org before October 1st, along 
with an artist statement in which you describe and discuss your creative practice. Please consider 
these questions: What are you working on now in your creative practice? How do you choose your 
medium? How do you nurture your creativity? Recreation: The US Sports soccer program started 
this past Saturday with Soccer Squirts, Parent and Me Squirts, and Soccer skills and scrimmage 
programs. These programs will be offered again in the spring. The concession stand at the 
Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex is now open! The Bluestone Grub and Go by Legacy 
Hospitality and Entertainment Group offers delicious sandwiches, wraps, sides, snacks, and 
beverages. Hours are Monday through Friday from 4:30 pm to 9:00 pm and weekends from 11 am 
to 7 pm. Hours and menu items are subject to change. Stop by and grab a bite! A reminder that the 
Borough is a member of the TryCAN Collaboration! TryCan coordinates inclusive recreation and 
social development programs for children and adults with special needs. Upcoming programs 
include: musical theater class, Tuesday hangout, tennis, basketball, pilates, cooking, social skills, 
and golf. There is also a peer mentor program for ages 13 and up. Trainings take place throughout 
the year, with the next one scheduled for October 2nd. Mentors assist TryCAN program participants 
as they interact with peers or test out new skills, helping them gain the confidence they need to 
have a positive overall experience. For more information about the peer mentorship program or all 
TryCAN programs, please contact David Guida from the City of Summit by emailing 
dguidajr@cityofsummit.org  or by calling (908) 277-2932. Registration and more info on these 
programs can be found by visiting www.garwood.org/recreation and clicking on the TryCAN link. 
The following youth programs start Monday, October 6th ,for grades K-5th for 6 weeks: Legends 
and Lore, provided by Crayola Imagine Arts Academy. From sea creatures of the deep to 
phoenixes in the sky, every society has its legends and lore. We’ll tell their stories through 

mailto:cnolde@garwood.org
http://www.garwood.org/recreation
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paintings, sculptures, and other works of art. These legends may inspire awe, curiosity, or surprise, 
but they all inspire our imaginations! Science Surprise, provided by Mad Science. Young 
scientists will mix, bubble, and fizz their way through thrilling experiments! From hands-on 
chemistry madness with dazzling reactions and kitchen concoctions to uncovering nature’s secrets 
with bug investigations and earth explorations, every session will be packed with excitement. Kids 
will solve mysteries like detectives, build wild machines, uncover movie magic, and dive into the 
science behind toys and weather—all while sparking curiosity and making discoveries! Adult 
Programs: Adult Open Play Soccer: Friday evenings from 8 pm to 9:50 pm on the turf field. Free! 
If you already signed up, just show up! If you haven’t registered yet, you can do so at 
www.garwoodrec.com. Adult Open Play Basketball: Wednesday evenings from 6:30 pm to 9:00 
pm at the Lincoln School. This is free, and registration for this program can be done at 
www.garwoodrec.com. Adult Ceramics: take home a themed ceramics piece! The dates are on 
Wednesdays: October 22nd, November 19th, and December 10th. Register at 
www.garwoodrec.com. Canvas Painting: Create a canvas masterpiece using acrylic! This class 
will take place on Wednesday, December 3rd, at 7 pm. Register at www.garwoodrec.com. Winter 
Programs: Youth Basketball: Youth basketball registration opens up soon! The season will run 
from December to February. A new program, Cheer and Dance Squirts, starts Saturday, January 
10th! This co-ed program, provided by US Sports Institute, is open to ages 3-8 and takes place on 
Saturdays in January and February. Upcoming Events: Upcoming Fall events, hosted by the 
Garwood Recreation Committee, include: Halloween Parade and Costume Contest taking place on 
Halloween night. Halloween House Decorating Contest: Enter the contest by October 25th to win 
bragging rights and a gift card 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
Thank you, Mayor. September 26 through October 21 – Pick up and decorate a wooden Ghost 
or Witch while supplies last. Don’t forget to put your name on the back. Return it to the library for 
display through October 21, then take it home for Halloween. Each participant will receive a goody 
bag when they return a decorated pumpkin. For kids in kindergarten through 8th Grade. Coding 
with Unruly Splats October 2, 9 Kids in grades 2–5 can stomp, jump, and play their way to 
learning essential STEM skills through active coding. Registration required. Limit: 10 participants. 
October 7 @ 3pm Virtual Kids Craft & 10/14 for Adult Craft -Pick up supplies and instructions 
for a Halloween inspired craft. Registration is required for craft kits and is limited to 15 
participants. Sign up on the library’s website calendar or by phone. October 22 at 7 pm Golish 
Delights - Dessert Contest! Think your spooky sweets can steal the show? Join the library on 
October 22 at 7 PM at the Garwood Library for the Golish Delights Dessert Contest — a 
Halloween-inspired bake-off where adults put their creepiest, crawliest, and most creative desserts 
to the test! Treats will be judged on taste and presentation with prizes for 1st, 2nd, and crowd 
favorite. 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Garwood Board of Education held a regular meeting on Tuesday, September 16th.  I have 
nothing to report from that meeting.  Our monthly Mayor and Council coordination meeting with 
the school district has been rescheduled for later this month.  The referendum vote held in Clark 
last week was successful. This was a special election for a $34.8 million dollar capital 
improvement bond. The next regular Board meeting is scheduled for October 21st. 
 

http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
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GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
Our next meeting is on October 2nd at 12pm at Knights of Columbus.  Our senior classes are 
starting back up as well.  Please reach out to our Senior Director, Katya Lysak, if you are in need 
of the seniors’ activities calendar. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney – no report 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley – The September 17th meeting was 
cancelled the next meeting will occur on December 17th and will be the final meeting of the year.  
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The regular Planning Board meeting scheduled for September 24th was canceled due to a lack of 
business. The next regular meeting is set for October 22nd. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:  PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 
and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 

1. John Prichard, 410 Spruce Avenue – We need to support our police, fire and 
rescue squads. We need them in times of emergency. Need to also back our military. 
During Vietnam, three men from Garwood lost their lives. 

2. Laura Spina Thompson, 320 Pine Avenue – Clarification was requested on 
several resolutions, including the specific locations for the traffic signals and the 
flashing speed limit sign—particularly which blocks they will be installed on. 
Additional clarification was sought regarding the connection between cat licensing 
and the prevention of avian flu, as well as how much of the brook was inspected or 
walked this past week. 

3. Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue – A reminder was shared regarding parking 
near handicap spaces in parking lots: regular drivers should avoid encroaching on 
the blue line, as doing so may constitute a violation—even if the adjacent space is 
not occupied—and could result in a ticket. Appreciation was expressed to 
Councilman Padusniak for efforts in making Garwood “Film Ready,” and a brief 
comment was made regarding Councilman Foley’s remarks from the previous 
meeting. A question was raised about whether a report will be issued following the 
recent brook walk. Clarification was also requested regarding a significant issue 
with the underground sewer system on Center Street. Regarding the resolutions, 
questions were raised about item quantities not being specified, the rationale for 
using two separate devices instead of a combined solution, and which part of the 
bond ordinance covers these expenditures. 

 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Lazarow to close public 
comment. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
September 25, 2025 

Page 30 of 34  
 
The Mayor addressed residents’ concerns, reminding the public that individuals speak on their 
own behalf during public comment and not on behalf of others—everyone is entitled to express 
their own views including Council members. Regarding traffic improvements, signals will be 
installed along various intersections on Center Street, and pedestrian signals will be placed at Hazel 
and Hemlock, totaling two sets (four signals). Three flashing speed limit signs will also be 
purchased; combined signage is not being used as it does not meet compliance standards. On the 
topic of cat licensing and avian flu, the ordinance allows the Borough and Board of Health to 
identify owners of outdoor cats in the event of an outbreak. Councilman Lazarow explained that 
outdoor cats are particularly susceptible to avian flu, as they may come into contact with infected 
birds, potentially transmitting the virus to humans. Councilman Padusniak also emphasized the 
importance of vaccinations as part of the licensing process, which supports public health and safety 
tracking. Mr. Arthur provided an update on the brook walk, noting that the 200, 300, and 400 
blocks of Myrtle were covered. The Mayor mentioned that Mr. Disko conducts a full inspection 
of the brook twice annually. This walk in particular focused on areas where vegetation complaints 
are most frequent. While there is no formal report at this time, the information gathered is being 
used to obtain vendor quotes for the removal of invasive vegetation. Mr. Arthur also clarified that 
the bond ordinance used for the signage falls under the infrastructure matching portion. 
Councilwoman Boto and Mr. Arthur addressed concerns about a recent sanitary sewer issue, 
confirming it occurred within a single department of the municipal building—not at the recreation 
complex—and is an isolated incident, not a broader system failure. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-177 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM  
NATIONAL HIGHWAY PRODUCTS FOR PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK SIGNALS 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received Quote QT033233 from National 

Highway Products, Inc., 301 Riverside Drive, Building D, Millville, NJ 08332 in the amount of 
fourteen thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine dollars and thirty-four cents ($14,789.34) for 
pedestrian crosswalk signals; and 

 
WHEREAS, the pedestrian crosswalk signals and related equipment are available from 

National Highway Products through Somerset County Co-Op, CC-0099-24; and 
 

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase is provided through the following source(s): the 
2025 Infrastructure Grant in the amount of $7,394.67, with the remaining $7,394.67 to be funded 
through Bond Ordinance 25-18, as part of a matching grant program authorized for the Center 
Street Safety Corridor Project; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that: 
 

1. The contract quote submitted by National Highway Products in the amount of 
$14,789.34 is hereby approved. 

 
2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate 

the contract and disburse payment accordingly. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough 
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-178 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM  
NATIONAL HIGHWAY PRODUCTS FOR FLASHING SPEED LIMIT SIGNS 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received Quote QT34104 from National 

Highway Products, Inc., 301 Riverside Drive, Building D, Millville, NJ 08332 in the amount of 
eleven thousand four hundred and seventy-five dollars and no cents ($11,475) for flashing speed 
limit signs; and 

 
WHEREAS, the flashing speed limit signs and related equipment are available from 

National Highway Products through Somerset County Co-Op, CC-0099-24; and 
 

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase is provided through the following source(s): the 
2025 Infrastructure Grant in the amount of $5,737.50, with the remaining $5,737.50 to be funded 
through Bond Ordinance 25-18, as part of a matching grant program authorized for the Center 
Street Safety Corridor Project; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that: 
 

3. The contract quote submitted by National Highway Products in the amount of 
$11,475 is hereby approved. 

 
4. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate 

the contract and disburse payment accordingly. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough 
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-179 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM  
NATIONAL HIGHWAY PRODUCTS FOR LED SPEED LIMIT SIGNS 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received Quote QT034058 from National 

Highway Products, Inc., 301 Riverside Drive, Building D, Millville, NJ 08332 in the amount of 
three thousand two hundred and thirty-three dollars and seven cents ($3,233.07) for LED speed 
limit signs; and 

 
WHEREAS, the LED speed limit signs and related equipment are available from National 

Highway Products through Somerset County Co-Op, CC-0099-24; and 
 

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase is provided through the following source(s): the 
2025 Infrastructure Grant in the amount of $1,616.53, with the remaining $1,616.54 to be funded 
through Bond Ordinance 25-18, as part of a matching grant program authorized for the Center 
Street Safety Corridor Project; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that: 
 

5. The contract quote submitted by National Highway Products in the amount of 
$3,233.07 is hereby approved. 

 
6. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate 

the contract and disburse payment accordingly. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough 
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-180 
 

A RESOLUTION AWARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR FINANCIAL 
CONSULTANT 

 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood seek to appoint a Financial 

Consultant for the purposes of affordable housing negotiations; and 
 

WHEREAS, NW Financial Group, LLC has been identified as possessing expertise in 
financial analysis as it relates to affordable housing and redevelopment; and 
 

WHEREAS, the said Governing Body has determined that such services are professional 
services as defined in the Local Public Contracts Law of the State of New Jersey; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that a notice stating the nature, 
duration, services and amount of each contract awarded as a professional services contract be 
printed once in the official newspaper of the municipality; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood: 
 
1. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement 

with NW Financial Group, LLC, 522 Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003 
for the provision of professional financial services for the Borough of Garwood; 
and  

 
2. That said Contractor shall receive fees not to exceed $15,000; and  
 
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this 

resolution and the professional services contract on file and available for public 
inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and 
 

4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a copy of this 
notice as required by law. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Discussion: None 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE    Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:  NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  NONE 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed 
and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Councilman Foley to adopt Payment 
of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION:  NONE 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, October 9, 2025 at 
7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow second by Councilwoman Boto to adjourn.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Time:7:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
 
Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Borough Clerk  
 

https://garwood.org/gb_notices
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