BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

AGENDA
February 12, 2026
Time:
Moment of Silence
Salute to the Flag

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Leader and advertised on
November 13, 2025. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). P.L. 2025, c.72 states that legal ads placed by the
municipality will not need to be published in newspapers beginning on March 1, 2026 and will be
posted on our Borough website under the section titled Garwood Legal Notices.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blumenstock

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak
Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka
Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

Roll call staff and professionals:
John Arthur, Borough Administrator
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS: NONE

Reports:
Report of Borough Attorney

Report of Borough Administrator
Report of Mayor Blumenstock

Comments from the Council:
Councilwoman Annarelli
Councilwoman Bianco
Councilwoman Nolde
Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Sureka

Council President Boto



https://garwood.org/index.asp?SEC=2885EB56-8E66-42C9-9F82-CA7D6EDF59C5
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MINUTES:
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council held on January 22, 2026.
A motion was made by , second by to accept the Regular Meeting

Minutes as presented.
All in favor , opposed ?

COMMUNICATIONS:
1. Planning Board Minutes — 01-14-2026
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1IBF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/1 14 2026_PB_MINUTES(1).pdf

ORDINANCES:
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-01 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-01

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A RESTRICTED PARKING ZONE PURSUANT
TO N.J.S.A. 39:4-197.6 APPROXIMATELY 35 FEET NORTH OF THE CORNER OF
NORTH AVENUE ADJACENT TO 260 NORTH AVENUE IN THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator)

https://garwoodnj.eovoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Updated -26-01_-
_Approving_handicap_parking for M. Barakat - 260 North Avenue(2).pdf

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 26-01.
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 26-01.

A motion was made by , second by to close Public
Hearing on Ordinance No. 26-01.

All in favor: , opposed:

Discussion:

A motion was made by , second by to adopt Ordinance
No. 26-01.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak
Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka
Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/1_14_2026_PB_MINUTES(1).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/1_14_2026_PB_MINUTES(1).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Updated_-26-01_-_Approving_handicap_parking_for_M._Barakat_-_260_North_Avenue(2).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Updated_-26-01_-_Approving_handicap_parking_for_M._Barakat_-_260_North_Avenue(2).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Updated_-26-01_-_Approving_handicap_parking_for_M._Barakat_-_260_North_Avenue(2).pdf
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INTRODUCTION:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-02 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-02

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL ARTICLE XIV (AFFORDABLE HOUSING) AND
ARTICLE XIII (DEVELOPMENT FEES) IN CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE) OF THE
REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, AND TO AMEND AND
REPLACE ARTICLE XIV (AFFORDABLE HOUSING) AND ARTICLE XIII
(DEVELOPMENT FEES) IN CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE) OF THE REVISED
ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD TO ADDRESS THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE FAIR HOUSING ACT (FHA), AS AMENDED, AND THE
UNIFORM HOUSING AFFORDABILITY CONTROLS (UHAC), AS AMENDED,
REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE BOROUGH’S AFFORDABLE HOUSING
OBLIGATIONS
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator|

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-02_-_Affordable Housing.pdf

A motion was made by , second by to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-02.

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak
Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka
Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-03 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-03

GARWOOD PLAZA OVERLAY ZONE ORDINANCE - BLOCK 114, LOT 4.02

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT § 106-98.8 (GARWOOD PLAZA OVERLAY ZONE)

(BLOCK 114, LOT 4.02) IN ARTICLE VIII (ZONE REGULATIONS) IN CHAPTER 106

(LAND USE) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD TO PROVIDE

DISTRICT REGULATIONS FOR AN OVERLAY ZONE AND TO ADDRESS

COMPLIANCE WITH THE BOROUGH'S AFFORDABLE HOUSING OBLIGATIONS
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-03 - Garwood_Plaza Overlay Zone -
BLOCK 114 LOT 4.02.pdf



https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-02_-_Affordable_Housing.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-02_-_Affordable_Housing.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-03_-_Garwood_Plaza_Overlay_Zone_-_BLOCK_114_LOT_4.02.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-03_-_Garwood_Plaza_Overlay_Zone_-_BLOCK_114_LOT_4.02.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-03_-_Garwood_Plaza_Overlay_Zone_-_BLOCK_114_LOT_4.02.pdf
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A motion was made by , second by to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-03.

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak
Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka
Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-04 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-04

GARWOOD REST OVERLAY ZONE ORDINANCE - BLOCK 502, LOT 1

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT § 106-98.7 (GARWOOD REST OVERLAY ZONE)

(BLOCK 502, LOT 1) IN ARTICLE VIII (ZONE REGULATIONS) IN CHAPTER 106

(LAND USE) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD TO PROVIDE

DISTRICT REGULATIONS FOR AN OVERLAY ZONE AND TO ADDRESS

COMPLIANCE WITH THE BOROUGH'S AFFORDABLE HOUSING OBLIGATIONS
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-04 - Garwood_Rest Overlay Zone -
_BLOCK 502 LOT 1.pdf

A motion was made by , second by to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-04.

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak
Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka
Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-05 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-05

NORTH AVENUE GATEWAY OVERLAY ZONE ORDINANCE - BLOCK 211, LOTS 8,
9 AND 10

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT § 106-98.9 (NORTH AVENUE GATEWAY OVERLAY

ZONE) (BLOCK 211, LOTS 8,9 AND 10) IN ARTICLE VIII (ZONE REGULATIONS) IN

CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD TO

PROVIDE DISTRICT REGULATIONS FOR AN OVERLAY ZONE AND TO ADDRESS

COMPLIANCE WITH THE BOROUGH'S AFFORDABLE HOUSING OBLIGATIONS
[Sponsored by the Borough Administrator]


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-04_-_Garwood_Rest_Overlay_Zone_-_BLOCK_502_LOT_1.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-04_-_Garwood_Rest_Overlay_Zone_-_BLOCK_502_LOT_1.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-04_-_Garwood_Rest_Overlay_Zone_-_BLOCK_502_LOT_1.pdf
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https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 AO-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-05_- North Avenue Gateway_Overlay -

_BLOCK 211 _LOTS 8 9 AND_10.pdf
A motion was made by , second by to introduce

Ordinance No. 26-05.

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak
Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka
Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-06 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-06

SOUTH AVENUE GATEWAY OVERLAY ZONE ORDINANCE - +/- 3.66-ACRE
PORTION OF BLOCK 301, LOT 1

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT § 106-98.6 (SOUTH AVENUE GATEWAY OVERLAY
ZONE) (+/- 3.66-ACRE PORTION OF BLOCK 301, LOT 1) IN ARTICLE VIII (ZONE
REGULATIONS) IN CHAPTER 106 (LAND USE) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH
OF GARWOOD TO PROVIDE DISTRICT REGULATIONS FOR AN OVERLAY ZONE
AND TO ADDRESS COMPLIANCE WITH THE BOROUGH’S AFFORDABLE
HOUSING OBLIGATIONS

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 AO-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-06 - South Avenue Gateway Overlay - -
_3.66_ACRE PORTION_OF BLOCK 301 LOT_l.pdf

A motion was made by , second by to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-06.

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak
Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka
Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Council President Boto, Chair

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Padusniak, Chair

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilwoman Bianco, Chair

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilman Sureka, Chair



https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-05_-_North_Avenue_Gateway_Overlay_-_BLOCK_211_LOTS_8_9_AND_10.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-05_-_North_Avenue_Gateway_Overlay_-_BLOCK_211_LOTS_8_9_AND_10.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-05_-_North_Avenue_Gateway_Overlay_-_BLOCK_211_LOTS_8_9_AND_10.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-06_-_South_Avenue_Gateway_Overlay_-_-_3.66_ACRE_PORTION_OF_BLOCK_301_LOT_1.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-06_-_South_Avenue_Gateway_Overlay_-_-_3.66_ACRE_PORTION_OF_BLOCK_301_LOT_1.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-06_-_South_Avenue_Gateway_Overlay_-_-_3.66_ACRE_PORTION_OF_BLOCK_301_LOT_1.pdf

Meeting of the Mayor and Council
February 12, 2026
Page 6 of 9

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilwoman Nolde, Chair

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Council President Boto

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilwoman Annarelli

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Sureka

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco

OFFICER’S REPORTS:

Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for January, 2026
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/January 2026_Zoning_Enforcement Report.pdf

Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for January, 2026
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 AO-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/January 2026 _Property Maintenance Report.pdf

A motion was made by , second by to close public comment.

All in favor , opposed ?
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone,
and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

A motion was made by , second by to close public comment.

All in favor , opposed ?


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/January_2026_Zoning_Enforcement_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/January_2026_Zoning_Enforcement_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/January_2026_Property_Maintenance_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/January_2026_Property_Maintenance_Report.pdf
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CONSENT AGENDA:

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda;
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-48

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING NJDEP BIENNIAL SOIL PERMIT ATHLETIC FIELD
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union State of New
Jersey hereby approves the proposal from: MOTT MACDONALD, 111 Wood Avenue South,
Iselin, NJ 08830.

FOR: The preparation and filing of the NJDEP Soil Remedial Action Permit #RAP150001
Remedial Action Protectiveness/Biennial Certification Report for submission by April 20, 2026
for a cost not to exceed $3,500.00.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-49

A RESOLUTION TERMINATING THE EMPLOYMENT OF MARTHA MARINO AS
VIOLATIONS CLERK FOR THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has participated in a shared services arrangement for
municipal court operations; and

WHEREAS, Martha Marino has been employed by the Borough of Garwood in the position of
Violations Clerk; and

WHEREAS, Martha Marino has accepted employment with the Borough of Fanwood in
connection with the shared municipal court services; and

WHEREAS, as a result of this change in employment status, it is necessary for the Borough of
Garwood to formally terminate her employment with the Borough;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that the employment of Martha Marino as
Violations Clerk with the Borough of Garwood is hereby terminated effective January 31, 2026;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator and Chief Financial Officer are
authorized and directed to take all necessary administrative actions to effectuate this resolution;
and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution shall be provided to
Martha Marino and placed in her personnel file.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-50

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2025 BUDGET TRANSFER #6
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey,
hereby directs the transfers of 2025 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby
authorized to make necessary transfers and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled
meeting of the Governing Body.

FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount
Group Insurance Employer Active 5-01-23-220-200-1000 3,500.00
3.500.00
TO:
Sanitation Bulk Pick Up 5-01-32-465-200-0565 3,000.00
Fire Dept Trainings & Drills 5-01-25-265-200-0655 500.00
Total 3.500.00

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL:

A motion was made by , second by to adopt Consent
Agenda.

Discussion:

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak

Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka

Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion was made by , second by , to adopt
Resolution # 26- .

Discussion:

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak

Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka

Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto
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NEW BUSINESS: NONE

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed
and ratified.

A motion was made by second by to adopt
Payment of Claims Resolution.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak
Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka
Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, February 26, 2026 at
7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org/gb_notices

A motion was made by second by to adjourn.

All in favor , opposed ?

Time:


https://garwood.org/gb_notices

