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TO AID PARALYSIS FUND

An entertainment for the bene-
fit of the Infantile Paralysis Fund
drive, which began Monday and
will be continued through January
30, will be held the afternoon and
evening of Feb. 6 in Lincoln
School, it is announced by Post-
master John F. Dugan, executive
chairman.  The afternoon pro-
gram will consist of movies and
will be for the school children. A
door prize of a $25 war bond will
be awarded. A $25 war bond also
will be awarded at the evening
program. The committee has dis-
tributed coin banks to the various
stores, factories, schools and tav-
erns and coin cards are to be dis-
tributed from house - to - house.
Mayor L. Thomas Daub is honor-
ary chairman; Mrs. John F. Dugan,
secretary; Louis L. D. Nicolello,
treasurer, and Councilman B. E.
Dickerman, chairman of publicity.

KILLED IN FRANCE

Sgt. George S. Morrison, Jr., 20
years old, formerly of Garwood,
son of George S. Morrison, of 1178
Morris avenue, Union, was Kkilled
in action in France Dec. 8. He was
with the Third Army of General
George Patton.

Sergeant Morrison went overseas
four months ago and the last let-
ter his father had from him was
dated Nov. 10. He entered the
army in Sept., 1942, and was sta-
tioned at Fort Dix and Camp Kil-
mer before going overseas.

Before joining the army, he was
employed by the Stiles Dairy, Un-
ion. He attended Union and Gar-
wood schools and was graduated
from Jonathan Dayton Regional
High School, Springfield. In addi-
tion to his father, he is survived
by a brother, John Morrison.
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AWARDED AIR MEDAL

John J. Zabielski, 20 year old tail
gunner on a B-25 Mitchell bomber
operating with a Twelfth Air Force
bombardment group, has been
awarded the Air Medal for meri-
torious achievement while partici-
pating in aerial combat. This
group operates from the island of
Corsica against enemy gun, supply
and troop concentrations in North-
ern ltaly.

According to his citation, the
achievement for which this award
was made was his part in an at-
tack upon a railroad bridge at Po-
lesella, Italy on Aug. 21, 1944, in
which the bridge was damaged in
such a way as to prevent the flow
of vital supplies to the Germans
in that region.

Besides the Air Medal, John also
has the European-Middle East-
African campaign ribbon with one
battle star and the Distinguished
Unit Badge signifying that he is a
member of the group cited by the
War Department for the destruc-
tion of the Benevento, ltaly, mar-
shalling yards.

John is a graduate of Regional
High School, class of 1943 and is
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Leon Za-
bielski of 245 Willow avenue. He
was recently promoted to the rank
of sergeant.

FLASH! We have just been in-
formed that John now holds five
Oak Leaf Clusters. Congratula-
tions!

DOG TAGS AVAILABLE

New dog tags for 1945 must be
obtained by the owners of pets be-
fore Jan. 31, the police department
warned yesterday. The tags can
be purchased at the office 'in Bor-
ough Hall of Borough Clerk Wal-
ter S. McManus between 9 a. m.
and 5p. m.

IN ENGLAND

Second Lt. Catherine H. Legg,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. H.
Legg, of 302 North avenue, is nurs-
ing wounded soldiers back to
health at the U. S. Army 232rd
Station Hospital in England, ac-
cording to an army communication
from ithe European theatre. She is
a nurse in a surgical ward where
she spends eight hours a day dress-
ing patients’ wounds and providing
little comforts that injured men
appreciate. During her free time
she sews on patients’ buttons and
insignias, writes ithelr letters and
makes small purchases for them.

Catherine is a graduate of Re-
gional High School and Elizabeth
General Hospital. She entered the
service in May, 1942, and was sta-
tioned at Fort Monmouth, N. J., be-
fore going overseas over a year ago.
She has a brother, Donald, who is
in the Navy somewhere in the
South Pacific.

KILLED IN AUTO CRASH

Joseph Soney, 63 years old, of
106 Center street, was fatally in-
jured, and Mris. Susan Soney, 57
years old, his wife, suffered pos-
sible leg and rib fractures when an
auto, in which they were passen-
gers, was in collision with another
car at Chandler and Third avenue,
Roselle, at 3:30 p. m. Jan. 14. The
victims were taken in an ambu-
lance to the Elizabeth General
Hospital, where Soney died of in-
ternal injuries.

Paul Blahotia, 30, of 425 Jouet
street, Roselle, driver of the car in
which his faimil'y and Mr. and Mrs.
Soney were passengers, and Frank
Cepparulo, 34, of 248 Garfield ave-
nue, Plainfield, operator of the
other car, were held for Grand

(Continued on page five)
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NAMED WAR FUND LEADER
Former Councilman Ira E. Gib-
son ha's been named chairman, and
Dr. Milton Buchbinder, co-chair-
man, for the Red Cross War Fund
drive in Garwood. The drive gets
underway March 1, and the quota
for Cranford Chapter, of which
Garwood is a part, is $28,000. Gar-
woods share is $6,000. Council-
man iB. E. Dickerman has been
named by John Humenik, chair-
man of the Garwood Branch, as
publicity director for the drive.
Mrs. Rudolph Sachsel has been
made chairman of home services.
The home services committee in-
vestigates and administers to the
care of servicemen’s families in
need. It also arranges for the send-
ing and receipt of emergency mes-
sages to and from servicemen.

MISSING IN ACTION

Pfc. Waldemar Dopierala, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Dopierala,
of 209 Third avenue, has been miss-
ing in action in France since Dec.
16, his parents have been notified
by the War Department. He was
in the 347th Infantry and has been
overseas since Oct. The last letter
the family received from him was
dated Dec. 16—the day the War
Department listed him as being
missing. He wrote he was some>-
wlhere in Germany.

The Garwood man has been in
the army nearly two years. He re-
ceived preliminary training at
Camp Shellby, Miss., and spent five
months at Clemenson College, S. C.,
where he was 'assigned to the Army
Specialized Training Program.

Private Dopierala, a graduate of
Regional High School, Springfield,
was attending the University of
Michigan before he went into the
service.



Christmas About Town

Hello Fellas! I'm back again to
where the Boss left off last issue.
Funny guy—the Ross—I .thought
sure 1’d get fired. He told me be-
fore | started that he wanted plenty

of news from your folks and not to
come back with just a “Hello Fel-
las, your folks are fine”, else he’d
cut my ears off and send ’em to
you to poison some Kraut or Mon-
key Man. Was | surprised when
he told me that my stuff was not
too bad, but it had to be better
next time—he said it could have
been better this time if | hadn’t
killed so muich time dunking
doughnuts and drinking coffee. |
dont know how ihe found that out.
Someone must have wised him.
Heck, can | help it if your folks
want to be nice to me? Anyway,
I only had eight cups of coffee and
16 or 18 doughnuts and some cook-
ies. At a few places | had a
couple of good .... Guess Id bet-
ter not go into that now because |
dont think he’d like it too much
and | might get fired anyway. |
can’t afford to get fired right now
because Ive got an old Uncle that
lives down in Washington that I'm
helping to support. Well, back to
my story and the things you’d
rather hear. Its getting along
toward the shank of the evening
and I’ve plenty of places to call on
before | can go home and rest my
doggies. Now to Hund’s—Pop and
Mom are sitting here waiting for
a call from Fred — boy, you bet-
ter come through, otherwise it will
be a dreary Christmas for the
folks. The tree is all set up and
you know, Harry, the one you had
at the hospital. The fireplace is
going and the folks say its just
comfortable at 90 degrees. Ma
Hund says all the gifts will be op-
ened tomorrow right after church.
Say, Harry, you better shake your
shanks if you expect to get here
before morning. Big Surprise!!!
At Loveland’s. Bill got home for
Xmas — big doings there tonight.
Xmas was a day ahead of time
here — dinner and gifts had to be
crowded into this evening’, be-
cause Bill must report back to-
morrow A. M. Kenny Searles is
also home and the family were all
gathered in the living room — no
gifts were opened — they were
still under the tree. What they
were waiting for, 1 don’t know be-
cause everybody was looking ex-
pectant. Bob and Miller are miss-
ing from home tonight but are
well remembered by all the folks.
They have two turkeys in the
oven. Hi Jinks!!! Kay and Jean
are here for Xmas. Miller, youd
like to know your flowers arrived
and Ma is delighted. Kenny sends
his best and says he’ll see you next

Xmas. I'm on Locust avenue right
now, I'll walk up the block and
look in on the Mayor’s home.

There’s a light in the window, so |
go up and ring the bell. His wife

opens the door and I'm just about
to do my stuff, when Santa blew in
with the Mayor himself — was |
surprised!  “Well”, says | to my-
self, “there goes my chance to get
in right with Bud by writing up a
swell story about how his Mrs.
was keeping the home fire burning
on Xmas Eve. After a few polite
words with him, | just scrammed
and let him poke up his own fire.
Anyway, he wouldn’t want a news
hound hanging around after the
Admiral thought his wife’d like to
tell him Merry Xmas herself. Well,
guess I'll go down and see what
Bud Bermingham’s family are do-
ing. Pop just came in with a load
of toys for David—Mom is decor-
ating the tree and there’s bundles
ail over the living room. | get
nosey and ask “Who’ this for?”
and Pop says “Hey, drop that —
that envelope’s got the Fire De-
partment check for last year’ pay
in it!” | says, “What are you go-
ing to do with it?” He says “Give
it to Mom for Xmas”. Anyway,
there’s electric trains, tank busters,
warships and all other kinds of
things for David—clothes and other
gifts all wrapped up for Bob—stuff
there for Grandma and Uncle
Fred—1 guess there was something
for Pop too, but | couldn’t stick
around any longer to find out. Mom
said they were going to midnite
Mass and she had plenty to do be-
fore that time. After a Merry
Xmas here, | dropped in on Sam-
my Speranza’s folks. Hey Sammy,
Santa had a heck of a time getting
that 'truck that the Mortgage Co.
sent to your Dad down the chim-
ney. Dad says “I'm in business
now for Sammy and myself” —
“when he comes home he wont
need to look for a job, there will
be the business waiting for him”—
A. Speranza & Son, General Main-
tenance. Shucks Sam, | don’t
know whether that’s good or not.
I never did like work .that much.
Mom said slhe liked all her Xmas
presents, but the letter she got on
Xmas Eve was the best of all. Good
old Mom. Mom also said that the
little lady and s'ister-in-law was
coming over to spend Xmas day
with them; also that they were all
going to 9 o’clock Mass. No use
stickling around Abner Dow’ house
—they don’t even know I'm alive.
Ab and his wife just got a call
from Newark that Gilmore was at
the Penn. Station waiting to come
home. Boy!! Did Ab go?? You
couldn’t see him for dust!! Bet no
one sleeps in that house tonight.
Now to Ralph Miccio’s. Hey Mario!
Johnny’s home on a 7-day leave!
Are Mom and Pop happy? Oh boy!
Johnny played Santa—got a tree,
trimmed it all up and what a house
full of company—mostly relatives,
but also family friends. From the
looks of the chow and Vino, the
folks will have to stay up all night
to eat and drink it all. Pete did
O. K. for himself—he’s still waiting

till you can get him that wrist
watch. Remember? Johnny looks
fine—big and husky. Id hate to
have to feed him. The folks hope
you received the things they sent
you in time for Xmas. Your cards
and gifts were received; also the
birthd'ay card for Mom. She said
that was her biggest Xmas gift.
Pete’s going to join the Merchant
Marines, so that he can be sure you
get all the packages that are sent
to you. Mom says that Nelie misses
you. When Johnny came home
she smelled him all over and
wagged her tail so hard that Mom
tho’t khe would shake off her rear
end. Then she went around smell-
ing all over the house for you. Now
to Arty Rose’s. Well Arty, its a
quiet Xmas Eve at your folks house
tho’ there are lots of gifts and
everybody has the Xmas spirit.
However, your Mother and Father
are pretty weary tonight, after a
tremendous holiday rush at the
store. Your Dad says he knows
that you will enjoy your Xmas be-
cause Terry and the youngster are
with you—maybe next Xmas you’ll
spend here in Garwood. Stopped
in to see Isadore Caminsky’s Dad
and sister—iboth were at home and
missed you — things were pretty
quiet, but they told me that they
had .sent you four boxes. Well sol-
dier, here’s hoping you got them
all. Dad says he received all your
mail and. now he is only waiting
for you to come home. He also
asked me to tell you to put his
initials or name on a block buster
addressed to Adolph. Ho hum!!!
stilll half the town to go!'! Who
said this town was only a mile
square??? Well, here I am at the
Schak’s. Frank is home for Xmas
and New Years—the family went
over 'to Frances’ for a birthday
party (Joe’s) Who is overseas.
They had a Xmas tree there and
had it lit night and day. They re-
ceived the letters from Joe, Bob
and Bill for Xmas, together with
the gifts. Pop is O. K. now and
they plan to have a New Year
celebration in Bob’s honor when
they will have a big cake with
candles on it and all the trimmins’.
Next stop to Julius Kiraly’s home.
Soldier | think you would like to
know that your last letter arrived
the day before Xmas. It made
your wife and Mother very happy.
They also received your gifts and
hoped that you received their’s.
There’s plenty of company here—
Les Pushman, Betty and Gil and |
understand Shirley and Andy are
coming and will stay for New
Years. The Chanel perfume was
greatly appreciated, but y.our wife
is still waiting for that French
Doll (inanimate). By the way,
Lucky is fine and | guess he’ll be
glad to see you as you will be to
see him. The Brothers’ home next.
Well boys, you oughta see the size
of the tree!! It’s beautiful!!! Mom
tells me its the first tree she’s had
since you went away. |I’ve seen
a lot of company in homes tonight.
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but up ’til now, this house has the
most—thirteen kids, not counting
grown folks and they’re all stay-
ing overnight and having Xmas in
the morning. There’s Ed’s wife,
Catherine, Mother and Dad, Rose
and her husband, Albert and his
wife (their kids and Rose’s five).
There is a regular mountain of
packages—Mom has a 35 Ib. tur-
key in the oven and all the women
folks are busy in the kitchen. All
the kids are in bed and supposed
to be asleep. Catherine received a
letter from Ed. and also his gift.
All the other boys’ gifts were re-
ceived and everybody very happy
over them. Mom and Pop said
when you all come home, they’ll
throw a party like no one has ever
seen before. Well Lawrence, Ed,
Norman and Wilfred, you can take
my word for it, Santa visited your
folks in great shape. Incidentaly,
Mom and Catherine are going to
church at midnight. Now | think
I’ amble over to Joe Todisco’s

home. Boy, another big tree!!l
Mom, Pop, Sis and brother, to-
gether with the Battilla’s, and

Mrs. Adams are all here waiting
patiently for you to telephone from
Santiago. Hope you don’t disap-
point them. Mom is busy in the
kitchen—the gifts have all been
opened by now, but there is big
excitement still around. Mom got
the wrist watch she’s been waiting
ten years for and it was the last
gift that she opened. Your Dad
received 50 bucks—can’t imagine
what he’ll do with it. Sis, of
course, received the most gifts —
among them, was some jewelry
from the Marshall Islands. Of
course it couldn’t have been from
her boy friend. Brother received
a complete Boy Scout outfit and
lots of other things. The folks are
going to have open house all day
tomorrow. Remember what you
said about “open house” next
Xmas — well, fella we’re with you
in that wish. Good luck to the
Navy. Guess I'd better look in at
Pete Bongiovanni’s folks. Shucks
—nobody home, but | found out
where they were—over to Uncle
Rosario’s—Mom, Pop and Jose-
phine and all of Unc’s people. Unc.
had a big tree and there were pres-
ents for everybody — he said he
woudn’t let anybody go to bed be-
fore 5 a. m. Pete, Mom and Pop
received your letter and all the
other gifts they received for Xmas
couldn’t hold a candle against your
letter. Mom hopes you received
the things they sent you and also
hopes that you are still in the same
place. Now to Bill Stalkowski’s.
Bill, things are quiet home tonight
—Mom says it isn’t the same kind
of a Xmas without you; however,
they are celebrating for you any-
way. There are just as many
gifts here as any place that I've
been up ’til now. It looks to me
like Sis got the best of the bar-
gain. | can understand that—she’s
a swell kid and if the boys weren’t
as scarce as they are, she’d have
(Continued on page five)
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ECHOES

IN MEMORY OF

The staff of Gar-Words and
many people of Garwood were
shocked to learn early in the eve-
ning on Dec. 31, 1944, that John L.
Pearson, Jr., was killed in action
on Dec. 14, 1944,

“Red,” as he was affectionately
known in our community, was per-
haps best known as a family man.
His chief interest was centered in
his wife, daughter, and immediate
family. While he desired to see
his community progress and in
capable hands, he had no political
ambitions of his own. Organiza-
tions meant time spent away from
his home, and his first devotion
was to his family. After the out-
break of war, and with the thought
of what his former buddies were
doing in action, he aided in the
formation and organization of
Gar-Words. Red gave of his time
fully, and the service man was
constantly in his mind.

After having graduated from
Cranford High School, he entered
the insurance field, and was well
on the road to a successful career.
His vision of success was not of
untold riches, but a simple and
dignified life; a piece of land, a
modest home, an opportunity to
make a living, and his family
gathered near him.

In March, 1944, he was called
into service. After completing his
training at Fort Blanding, Fla., he
was shipped to the European area.
He was placed in the infantry with
the 1st Army, and at the time of
his death, he was a private first
class.

Many Johns have been killed in
this war, but this column is dedi-
cated to the first member of our
staff killed in action.

May his example, with the
countless others, serve as a lesson
to the few responsible for wars.
The peoples of the world do not
desire slaughter, and the peace
must be representative of the peo-
ple. The Johns must not continue
to be sacrificed, and their loved
ones made to suffer.

FROM

On behalf of every member of
the staff, our sincere sympathy is
extended to the family of John L.
Pearson, Jr.

Your scribe is now working on
the second issue to be published in
January, and Christmas cards are
still being received. Gar-Words
takes this opportunity to thank LT.
MIKE OLEAR for his thoughtful-
ness.

ALLEN H. CROSS, SPO 3/c, for-
wards the season’s greetings by
letter, and adds that he met TOM
FARRELL several weeks ago in
California.

Our thanks also to SGT. JOHN
SANYI for his Christmas card.

SGT. BOB ROODE mentions on
his Christmas card that he met
FRANCIS FEGEL and ROYAL
FAIRCHILD in Nancy, and all
three had a good celebration.

SGT. JOSEPH HAKUSA has
sent a Christmas card with the em-
blem of the 82nd Squadron, 12th
bomb group.

The season’s greetings have also
been received from PFC. S. W. Mc-
CORMICK.

The Headquarters of the Medi-
terranean Allied Air Force has
sent word that 2nd LT. GEORGE
C. TILLISH has arrived overseas,
and is now a member of Col. Paul
L. Barton’s target busting group
operating out of Italy. Lt. Tillish
attended Rutgers University, and
was commissioned at George Field,
111, in April, 1944,

SGT. NELSON HADLER gra-
ciously sends his thanks to Gar-
Words for printing the poem sub-
mitted by his wife. He was thrilled
and surprised to see it in print. He
also sends greetings for the holiday
season.

After five months swabbing
decks in the Pacific, RAY WEIN-
ZIERL, 2/c, hopes to get leave in
April. He sends his regards to the
group at Alcoa Co.

PFC. JOHN R. MAGGS, Ir.
writes of his new address from
Italy, and encloses his shoulder
patch. After being on board ship,
John states that he prefers the in-
fantry to the navy. He is now with
the 91st.

S/SGT. SAM SPERANZA writes
from France that he has been tak-
ing it easy to date, and the weather
has been rather good. In his spare
time, he has been entertained by
some people in the village at their
home.

Christmas greetings are also ac-
knowledged from PVT. ALBERT
A. GUERRIERO.

A/C HARRY HUND has for-
warded a copy of The Tale Spin-
ner, published at San Antonio,
Texas, for the archives.

CAPT. R. C. LEONARD sends

his Christmas greetings, and a
change of address.
A very novel and amusing

Christmas card has been received
from JOSEPH ADASE, of the 2nd
Armored Division.

THE SERVI

Hail to the fair sex, and our
thanks to PVT. DOROTHY M.
TAYLOR for her Christmas card
of greetings.

Also, to SGT. C. F. WEP-
PRECHT for his remembrance in
the form of a Christmas card.

PVT. JOHN WARCHOL sends
the season’s greetings, and tells us
that he has been transferred to
Camp Haan, Calif.

A. J. KLIMEK, U. S. Navy, has
a little matter that he desires set-
tled by our Editor. It seems that
Klimek is friendly with a shipmate
by the name of CALLAHAN, and
this lad appears to be of Irish na-
tionality. Callahan disputes the
fact that there are Irish people
settled in Garwood, and Seaman
Klimek would like to be furnished
with statistics to back up his ar-
gument. Perhaps the Editor can
refer this matter to Sam Colwell,
as he will consider this a personal
dispute to settle. As for the past
issues of Gar-Words not reaching
you, your present address will be
noted.

PFC. PETER J. BONGIOVANNI
has received his first paper since
he arrived in England. Pete got
home before he left, and has re-
marked that it was good to see the
town again. Pete says that he is a
cousin of our poet, JOHN J. GUR-
RIERRI, and he believes that there
will be a shortage of his material
for the time being as he has heard
that the poet is on the move. He
says that the guy goes without
sleep thinking up new lines.

The next envelope opened is full
as it contains a Christmas card, a
letter, and a copy of Planetalk,
published by the U.S.S. Saratoga,
received from FRANK A. TOM-
CHAK, MM 3/c. A salute to Frank
for successfully passing his exam-
ination for MM 2/c. Frank was
also honored by playing the organ
on Christmas Eve for high mass.

Thanks to DAN DUGAN, JR.,
for his thoughtful Christmas mas-
sage to Gar-Words. Yes, we all
join with you in wishing for peace
in 1945, and complete victory.

PVT. PHIL RAGONESE wishes
the boys a Merry Christmas from
Germany. Phil had to write out
his message as the town was
cleaned out of cards. He managed
to mail a Nazi flag to his wife, and
he tells the boys at home that they
can examine it if they care to.
His letter was dated Dec. 16, 1944,
before the start of the push, and
we send our best wishes to him.

From Italy word is received
from PVT. JAMES G. NASH, and
he wants to know if we have heard
from his cousin in the 45th Div.
| believe it was not so long ago that
we did receive a letter from him,
but the back issues will have to be
checked to verify. Thank you for
the Christmas greetings.

Christmas greetings have been
received from JAMES J. LESAK,
who is with the 2nd Div., some-

CE

where in Germany, according to
the card.

The staff thanks LT. V. E.
LEONARD for his kind words and
season’s greetings. Vic says that
his wife has joined him, and for
the past week he has had as his
guests, CHIEF BOS’N DAVE Mc-
INNIS and his wife.

PFC. J. V. CASPANELLO has
taken time out to write a lengthy
letter about New Guinea. John
writes of amusing incidents with
the natives, and states that only a
few are seen at a time as they are
working or at their villages in the
hills. The weather is bearable,
but the rains are real downpours
followed by a torrid sun. The
army day starts at 5:30 a. m. with
plenty of work to do until 11a.m.
From 11 a. m. until 1 p. m., this
period is for rest and lunch. If
the boys are lucky, the work is
completed at 3:15 p. m., and games
are played until chow at 4:30 p. m.
His outfit has movies three times a
week, and USO shows. The camp
has a library of some three hun-
dred books, and a pin-up display.
Briefly this is life in New Guinea,
but John will no doubt be glad for
a bit of a change in Garwood.

T/SGT. GUBBY TOTH sends
the greetings of the season from
Belgium.

CPL. H. J. EGER, who formerly
spent his spare time in Doc Buch-
binder’s chair, sends a Christmas
card from France with a message
of appreciation to Gar-Words.

PFC. R. |I. STRANACIIER, of
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, writes that he
spent his Christmas leave with his
brother and his family. This is
the first time he had seen his
brother in two and one-half years.

Christmas greetings with a note
have been received from PFC.
MICHAEL J. LOH, and he also ac-
knowledges his thanks to the 1st
Aid Squad for sending a Christ-
mas package. Mike says that he
is writing on German paper, and
it is as thin as Hitler’s promises.
Incidentally, Mike and a few of
the boys found a statue of Hitler
in a schoolhouse and did a neat
stringing job. We wish it had been
the real thing. Mike wrote his
letter on Nov. 27, 1944, and it was
received this week.

The Christmas issue of the Mu-
roc Mirage, sent by PFC. JOHN
SONEY contains a picture of the
boxing squad, of which features
his picture with the squad. John
represents the camp in the welter-
weight class, and winning his last
two battles entitles him to a trip to
Salt Lake City, Utah, for the finals.
We wish him the best of luck.

KENNETH E. ROLL, SoM 2/c,
forwards his thanks for Gar-
Words, and although he is not a
resident of town, he has a large
acquaintance with our fellows.
Thanks for the kind words, and
we are glad to have you on our
list.



ABOUT TOWN

IS OUR FACE RED!!!

In our last issue under “We Wel-
come Home” we listed Ben Kar-
alis, which should have been Jos-
eph Karalis; also we had the
Merlo brothers mixed—.Frank and
Sebastian were home but George
is still somewhere in the South Pa-
cific. An apology all around boys,
we’re really sorry that you all
weren’t home.

Tom Flynn, who has served for
many years at the Union News
stand across from the railroad sta-
tion, has retired because of ill
health, which put him on the shelf
for over a month. However he is
better now and can occasionally
be seen strolling along our streets
with the help of a trusty old cane.
“Oscar” Edwards of South avenue,
formerly a painter, has taken
Tom’s place at the old stand.

The weather prophets say that
when winter comes, spring is not
far away. These thoughts come to
mind as we shovel our way out of
drifts two feet high in some places.
Land owners and tenants alike
have had plenty of exercise the
last few Sundays shovelling up
that pesky snow that delights in
falling down. Our municipal gov-
ernment has accepted this chal-
lenge and has kept open our lanes
to traffic and pedestrians, with the
help of our ever-ready street de-
partment—Tom Merlo and Johnny
McKluskey.

The cigarette shortage has
gained momentum and long lines
of smokers may be seen in many
places ready and willing to buy any
brand of cigarette that is available.
Since many have had to go without
smokes, the tobacco companies are
seriously considering a self-im-
posed form of rationing to help—m
even distribution and curb hoard-
ing of the desired product. More
power to them and more smokes
for all.

The local Lions Club collected 8
tons of waste paper in the col-
lection last Sunday, an accomplish-
ment under the most trying weath-
er conditions. Six inches of snow
and slush under foot and hardy
“Lions” tossed their weight in
paper, under the able chairman-
ship of “Cub” Reimer. The pro-

“Zeke, Ah cain’t see a thing.
That thar war stuff is jest noos-
paper talk!”

PRISONER OF WAR

Pfc. Robert Keetch, 21 year old
son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Keetch is a prisoner of war
in Germany, according to a tele-
gram received from the War De-
partment. Bob has been overseas
since June, where he served as a
parachute trooper. Before enter-
ing the service, Pfc. Keetch resided
at the home of his aunt, Mrs. Mc-
Cormick of 307 North avenue, with
his sister Norma. Besides his sis-
ter, Bob has a step-brother, Sgt.
Royal Fairchild, now serving with
the army in Germany.

ceeds will go to the little “Jax and
Jills.”

At the recent meeting of the
auxiliary police, Dean Al Ashfield,
our Chief of Police, asked where
the safest place was to go in
case of an air raid. “Bud” Riley,
the new special, shyly answered,
“Under the slot-machine it
hasn’t been hit in five years!”

A rising vote of thanks is due
“Vic” Shaheen of Builders’ Gen-
eral Supply Co. in Cranford for
donating the shoulder patch dis-
play case to Gar-Words. We’ll
speak for the boys, and say thanks,
Vic, you rate tops in our book.

Which reminds us to remind you,
have you sent in your patch? We
display each one with your rank,
name, outfit, where and when sent.
It’s a very colorful collection and
proves that you fellows are truly
all over the world. This display
can now be seen at any time in the
council chamber at the Borough
Hall.

Kleeman’s Liquor Store

348 NORTH AVE.
Telephone: WEstfield 2-3034

Gob: “I don’t trust you too
far.”

Gal: “l don’t trust you too
near.”
Yep! We Have American

Scotch, No Foolin'!

MILESTONES

BORN—A son, Dennis, to Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph J. Rock of 312 North
avenue on Jan. 2.

BORN — A daughter, Marcella
Jean, on January 15 to Mr. and
Mrs. John Zega of 318 North ave-
nue.

ENGAGED—Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Packer, Jr., of 315 Walnut street,
announce the engagement of their
daughter, Miss June E. Packer, to
Russell P. Tyndall, seaman 1/c, U.
S.N., son of Mr. and Mrs. R. P.
Tyndall of 815 Cross avenue, Eliz-
abeth. Miss Packer is in her sen-
ior year at Regional High School,
Springfield. Seaman Tyndall at-
tended Thomas Jefferson High
School, Elizabeth. He is stationed
at Key West, Fla. No date has
been set for the wedding.
ENGAGED — Announcement has
been made of the engagement of
Frances Massa, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Massa of 434 Third
avenue to Pvt. Joseph Petrozelli,
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Petrozelli, Sr., of 73 Fifth avenue.
Miss Massa is a graduate of Re-
gional High School and is em-
ployed by the Pyro Plastics Com-
pany, Westfield. No date has been
set for the wedding.

BRIDE — Miss Florence White,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
White of 250 Hazel avenue, was
married Saturday, Jan. 6, to Ens.
Cecil E. Bradford, U.S.N., son of
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Bradford
of Flint Hill, Va. The wedding took
place in St. Paul’s Evangelical and
Reformed Church, Rev. Walter C.
Pugh, pastor, officiating. A recep-
tion followed at Masonic Temple,
Westfield.

The couple have gone to Vir-
ginia on their honeymoon after
which the bride will return to
Garwood to make her home with
her parents while her husband is
on sea duty. Ensign Bradford will
report to Norfolk, Va., for his next
assignment.

DIED—Mrs. Cecilia Sandstrom, 60
years old, wife of Emil F. Sand-
strom, died suddenly Jan. 12 at her
home, 115 Myrtle avenue. A na-
tive of Sweden, she had lived in
Garwood twenty-one years. She
was a member of Olympic Lodge,
235, Order of Vasa, New York City.
Besides her husband, she is sur-
vived by three sisters and two
brothers.

DIED—Mrs. Miriam Barry, wife
of James C. Barry, died Jan. 15 at
her home, 342 Myrtle avenue. She
was bom in England and had lived
in Garwood thirty-eight years.
She was a member of St. Paul’s
Evangelical and Reformed Church.
Besides her husband, she is sur-
vived by two daughters, Mrs. Alice
Dushanek and Mrs. Ella Purick; a
son, Herbert W. Barry; and seven
grandchildren.

Sponsored by
DIF CORPORATION, GARWOOD
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HOLDS ELEVEN OAK LEAFS

1st Lt. O. William Carlson, 24
year old son of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar
W. Carlson, 513 East street, now
holds the Air Medal with eleven
Oak Leaf Clusters. After com-
pleting sixty-nine missions, Bill
was given a 21-day furlough home.
As a squadron leader in a P-38 he
saw extensive action with the 9th
Air Force in Belgium. He entered
the service in October, 1942, and
has been overseas since January,
1944. He attended the Garwood
Schools and was a graduate from
Regional High School and the
Newark College of Engineering.
Before entering the service he was
employed by the National Pneu-
matic Co. in Rahway. His broth-
er, Pfc. Walter Carlson, is sta-
tioned in France.

WOMEN'S CLUB ELECTS

The Garwood Women’s Club,
meeting Jan. 8 at the home of its
retiring president, Mrs. Lester
Steffen, 6 New street, elected the
following officers: President, Mrs.
George Cri'ssey; vice-president,
Mrs. Herbert Bobilin; treasurer,
Mrs. Thomas Coleman; secretary,
Mrs. Arthur Riley; and correspond-
ing secretary, Mrs. Frank Munn.
Mrs. Steffen, who has been presi-
dent for three years, was presented
with a gift.

BEST WISHES TO ALL
OF THE BOYS.

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU
BACK WITH US
VERY SOON!

John Mayer & Sons

North Avena*
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CHRISTMAS ABOUT TOWN
(Continued from page two)

some job shooing them oft. Pop
said he sent you a box cJf cigars
and hopes they are not all dried
out by the time you get them. |
don’t know what brand they are,
but you can leave it to Pop that
they’d be good. So you have your

wings!!!  Mom says “Shift your
rudder and fly home.” Now to the
Perrotta’s. The first one | bump

into is Ferd’s wife—she had to tell
me all about your gifts. She was
so tickled, | thought she’d have a
spasm. Then the rest of the fam-
ily told me about Gene’s gifts. |
spent quite a little while listening
to their glad story—all the while |
was smelling that turkey in the
oven. Seems to me, everybody in
Garwood, but me, is going to have
turkey tomorrow. | told this to
the folks and right away | get an

invitation for dinner tomorrow.
All hands here are busy fixing
things for tomorrow. However,

Santa Claus hasn’t arrived yet, but
is expected any minute. | pro-
mised the boys 1'd get out my
walky-talky and contact Santa at
once. Guess I’ll go down the street
and see the Wanca family. Mom,
Pop, Lefty, Nick Druzek and his
lady friend are all present. A
swell tree in the parlor with pres-
ents all around. George—Lefty is
tickled pink with the pearls you
sent her. John’s and George’s gifts
have been received—all presents
have been opened and enjoyed, ex-
cept Baby Evelyn’s and Santa will
soon be here for her. Wenzel’s
here | come. Hello Sgt, Walt!! So
you’re building a hospital for
Heinie prisoners. Pop told me all
about it. Elsie is trimming the
tree and Pop and Mom are going
down to spend Xmas Eve with
Rudy—Downe and his wife will
soon be here to pick them up.
Your letters, gifts and cards all re-
ceived. Mom says, with three bot-
tles of perfume and a half a ton
of facial powder, Dorothy Lamour
will have nothing on her. Pop
says, no late hours for him—he’s
coming home and go to bed early.
Guess I'll see what Bill and Frank
Corveleyn’s folks are doing to-
night. Good thing I did, too. Til-
lie was just leaving to go to a U.
S. O. dance and Pop was going to
visit someone for the evening. Til-
lie says to tell you that everything
is honkie-dorie at home and your
letters and gifts have all been re-
ceived and say fellas, don’t let
anybody tell you that Tillie was
forgotten on this Xmas Eve. She
must have a dozen boy friends
from the number of gifts she re-
ceived.

Now I’'ve gotta go down to
O’Dea’s. Well Fellas; Catherine,
Nora, Cormac, Mom and Pop, Mrs.
O’Dea, Mrs. DeMott and several
others are here tonight. There’s a
great big Xmas tree and a regular
mountain of gifts piled under it
One look at those twin sisters and
I know whose going to get the
biggest share of gifts. Although I

think Cormac is going to do O. K.
for himself too. Mom says, the
Lord only knows where all these
things come from. The twins really
played Santa—brought home the
tree and trimmed it and I’ll bet
they wrapped the biggest part of
the gifts as well. By the way,
there are 15 present here now and
all are having the time of their
lives. Most of the crowd are young
folk. Hey Pat! Lorraine is here
and she sure is some lassie. She
looks swell and 'her thoughts are
with you tonight. Jim and Sean,
I don’t know whether any of the
young ladies present here belong
to either of you, but if they don’t
you could take your pick and never
go wrong. Pat, Mom and Pop
showed me all those things you
sent home and Il say you’ll have
some collection for your den when
you get back. Mom also told me
that you wished to be remembered
to everybody in town. Thanks for
your remembrances and our kind-
est thoughts go back to you in
this column. Lady told me she
misses you—and to also say some
pickings are coming her way to-
morow from the turkey feast.
Doggone — its getting late, or
maybe | should say early, but no
matter I must go over to Henny
Piekarski’s house. Well, here |
find Mom, Violet and Henry, Jr.
There’s a big tree in the living
room for Sonny with his electric
trains strung ail around it. Violet’s
brother and wife from Pennsyl-
vania are here and intend to stay
for a few days with the folks. Mom
and Violet are going over to the
Parizs’s to spend Xmas with them.
I understand, Henry, that there
will be turkey and all the trirn-
mins’ for dinner. Your gift to Vio-
let, the earrings and locket from
France, the flowers you sent Mom
and the model airplane for Sonny
all received and as you well know,
greatly appreciated. Mom says the
mail from you is slow. She wants
to know if you received all the
things from home. Here | am at
the O’Suchs. .Hi Ya, John and
Mike; also Ed Fitch and Frank
Halll  Well fellas, everybody’s
home here tonight—there’s a nice
big tree up with all the trim-
mings and everybody is busy doing
one thing or another. Mary and
Bill are here—thought maybe youd
like to know that. Mom and the
girls are running in and out of the
kitchen, busy cooking and baking.
I'm kind of hungry myself, what
with the smel of all these good
things, so | go and take a gander
at what’s cookin’. Two big birds
in the oven — cakes on the table
and slews of cookies. 1 don’t know
what’s in the other pot, but if I
don’t get out of here quick Il
sure have to make a raid. By the
way, Santa brought Mom Sterling
Silver—I1 don’t know what Pop got,
but guess he made out O. K. Helen
said the best gift she received was
word from Frank that he would
soon be home on furlough. Anne
received her first letter from Ed

the day before Xmas and said that
was the only gift she wanted. Well
Ed she got her wish. The family
sent Xmas gifts to John and'Mike
and hope they will receive them in
time for Xmas—even Patty sent
gifts, and by the way, Fellas, don’t
think that Patty didn’t do all right
for herself from Santa. Well—the
hour is very late or early, if you
will, and if | make any more stops
the folks won’t let me in, so |
guess 1’d better start for my own
Xmas tree and family and see What
Santa left off for your reporter.
A half hbur later—here in my own
home | find old Saint Nick didn’t
forget to stop and left off a bag
full of good things from my own
daughter and son-in-law who are
spending their Xmas Eve at the
Marine Base at Camp LeJeune,
New River, North Carolina. O. K.
Ray and June, your Dad and
Mother also Dick want you to know
that, while we miss you tonight,
we are happy with your remem-
brances to us and we are also glad
that you are still together on this
Xmas Eve. We have a nice big
tree with plenty of gifts for all.
Wilma is here and we had a swell
time trying to guess what might be
in each package before it was
opened. We must get to bed now
to be able to make the 6 a. m.
candlelight service. And so for
now, you Sailors, Soldiers, Marines
and Merchant Seaman, your Re-
porter hopes that he has given you
a picture, in some small measure,
of what your families are doing to-
night. And to you fellas whose
homes | was unable to call upon,
because the night was not long
enough, | promise you that during
the coming months | will call
upon them and give you the doings
and happenings, from issue to issue
of Gar-Words.

KILLED IN AUTO CRASH
(Continued from page one)
Jury action by Recorder Louis C.
Lehmann, Jr., on charges of caus-
ing death by reckless operation of

motor vehicles.

The cars crashed as Cepparullo
was driving east on Third avenue,
and Blahota, with Mrs. Mary
Blahota, his wife, and their chil-
dren, Mary, 7 and John, 3 years
old, was moving south on Chandler
avenue. Soney, seated in the rear
of Blahota’s auto, reecived the full
force of the impact police said.
His wife was second in line of the
impact. Their children, hurled out
in the snow, showed no signs of
being injured.

Police said one of the cars passed
a stop street sign and, while it was
said to have been snowing at the
time, were reluctant to attribute
the crash to the weather conditions.

In addition to his wife, Soney

PREMIER
ELECTRIC SUPPLIES
236 North Avenue

Supplies for the Home
and Factory

LT. PADRAIG M. O'DEA
AWARDED DSC

Lt. Padraig M. ODea, a German
prisoner since Sept. 3 last, has been
awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross for “heroic actions” on the
day he was captured by the enemy,
according to a news story in “The
Stars and Stripes,” the service-
men’s overseas newspaper. The
story was forwarded to Lieutenant
O’Dea’s parents, Mr. and Mrs.
P. M. O’Dea of 85 Fourth avenue,
by a brother of the officer, Lt. Sean
O’Dea, also serving in the Euro-
pean Theater of operations. The
announcement read as follows:

“For his heroic actions and com-
plete disregard for personal safety,
on September 3, 1944, Padraig M.
O’Dea, 01030181, First Lt., Troop
B, Cav. Recon. Squd. (Mecz.), of
Garwood, N. J., has been awarded
the Distinguished Service Cross.”

Lieutenant O’Dea, whose wife,
the former Lorraine De Mott, is
making her home for the present
with her parents in Irvington, has
been overseas since the fall of 1942.
He was a member of Troop K, Es-
sex Cavalry Troop, Westfield, and
was called to active duty when the
troop was Federalized prior to the
attack on Pearl Harbor. He re-
ceived his commission at the Ft.
Riley, Kan., Cavalry School. Be-
fore his capture he had seen ser-
vice in Algiers, Anzio beachhead,
Cassino and the march on Rome,
and subsequently had participated
in the invasion of Southern France.

A graduate of Cranford High
School, Lieutenant O’Dea was em-
ployed by Tuttle Brothers, West-
field, before this country entered
the war. In addition to Sean, he
has another brother in service,
James, who is an Air Corps engi-
neer in the Southwest Pacific.

leaves two sons, Pfc. Joseph Soney
overseas, Pfc. John Soney stationed
in Muroc, Cal., and four daughters,
Mary, Susan, Elizabeth and Ther-
esa.

Peoples Barber Shop

Expert Operators
M. PARIZS, Prop.
93 Center St. Garwood
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Pfc. George J. Mullen, 32450817
2135th ALA.F. Base Unit
Tyndall Field, Panama City, Florida

P. 0. 3/c Richard J. Garlipp
Educational Services B-I

Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia.
Sp. (0) 2/c Oscar Norloff

Navy 248 Unit E

c/o Fleet Post Office, New York City, N. Y.
Pfc. Hudson B. Sonnenberg, 32919168
Class 4424,S ecticm 1-6

Flight 3, Brks. 414

Tyndall Field, Florida.

Pfc. Carmen J. Veninata, 3;2452578

116th General Hospital, A.P.O. 514-B
c/o Postmaster, New York City, New York
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ELIZABETH PRINTING CO.
Michael J. Scott, Prop.

HELLO, BOYS!

I am hoping for your
safe return

Staffers’
Delicatessen

FRANK STOFFERS
104 Center St.
Garwood, N. J.

GAR -WORDS, Inc.
BOROUGH HALL
GARWOOD, N. J.

SERVICE

Cree Home on Furlough

SGT. HOBART CREE, son of
Mrs. Elsie Cree, 417 Myrtle ave-
nue, is home on a 22-day furlough
after being overseas for 33 months.
He was stationed in North Africa
24 months and was also stationed
in England and Italy. He will re-
port to Atlantic City on February
5 to be reassigned.

Arrives in England

SGT. ALBERT LAWSON has
arrived safely in England, accord-
ing to word received by his wife,
Mitzi Stranacher Lawson, 410
Myrtle avenue. He is a bombar-
dier with the 336th Bombing Squa-
dron where he is receiving ad-
vance training.

Home on Furlough

S/ISGT. NELSON GALLOWAY,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Burton Gallo-
way, 401 Spruce avenue, is home
on a 25-day furlough. He is a for-
mer resident of Garwood and
spent the holidays with his wife
and two children who now reside
in Roselle Park. His brother, Lt.
Leslie Galloway, is stationed
somewhere in the South Pacific.

In England

T/ISGT. CHARLES SHOO-
SMITH, son of Charles Shoosmith,
is now stationed in England. His
brother, Sgt. John Shoosmith, also
in the service, is at Kelly Field,
Texas.

SHORTS

Starts Training

MISS HARRIET SCHNEIDER,
daughter of Mrs. Frances Schnei-
der of 346 North avenue, left the
day after Christmas to begin train-
ing as a nurse at Bellevue Hospital
in New York City. Her sister,
Jean, is a Corporal in the WACS,
and her brother, Jack, is with the
Army overseas.

With Noted Fighter Group

SECOND LT. ALFRED J. SMI-
GEL, 26 years old, son of Mrs. Lot-
tie Smigel of 356 Second avenue,
is flying a P-51 Mustang plane in
Lt. Col. Kyle L. Riddle’s 479th
Fighter Group from an Eighth Air
Force Fighter Station in England.
A graduate of Roselle Park High
School, Lieutenant Smigel was em-
ployed as a clerk at Stanco, Inc.,
Bayway, before he entered the ser-
vice January, 1943. He received
his wings and commission in May,
1944,

Wins Pilot’s Wings

KATHLEEN HILBRANDT,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Francis
E. Hilbrandt of 70 North avenue,
was among the members of the
final class of Women Air Force
Service Pilots awarded their wings
at a recent ceremony at Avenger
Field, Sweetwater, Tex. She has
logged eighty-five hours of private
pilot time in addition to her WASP
training.
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WE WELCOME HOME

SGT. HOBART CREE
DONALD NASH, S.T.M. 2/c
FRANK WANCA, M.M. 2/c
EDDIE MORRISON, R.M. 2/c
TOM TAYLOR, S 2/c
EDWARD WEINZIERL. S l/c
CPL. MICHAEL WARCHOL
HARRY NUSSBAUM, S 2/c
RUDOLPH ENZ, F 1/c

CPL. ALFRED DE FREITAS
CPL. ELINOR T. MAYS, WAC

Space Contributed by
RALPH CAMINSKY, Garwood

Best To All The Boys
In Service—

— and hurry home!

GARWOOD QUALITY
FOOD MARKET

110 CENTER STREET
WEstfield 2-4131



