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TWO GROUPS LEAVE 
FOR NEWARK

Two groups leave Garwood for 
Newark in January — one, which 
went on the 20th, representing the 
last under the old system. The 
second, going on the 26th, start off 
the new plan which calls for a 
preinduction examination and in­
duction into the service any time 
from 21 to 90 days from that date.

Those which went the 20th in­
clude:

George B. Durow, 490 Fourth ave.
Fred Falzone, 522 Willow ave.
Francis D. Knight. 34 North ave.
John It. Maggs, Jr., 447 Fourth ave.
Michael McKluskey, 205 Willow ave.
Cormac P. O’Dea, 85 Fourth ave.
Philip W. Ragonese, 601 South ave.
Bernard F. Trane, Elizabeth.
Daniel Warcbol, 417 Oak st.
Michael Warchol, 108 Anchor pi.

Those going the 26th include:
John L. Dugan, 1 Cedar st.
Charles G. Kaylor, 429 Fourth ave.
Frank J. Kuster, 104 Winslow pi.
Joseph C. Petrozzelli, Plainfield.
Anthony J. Rieeardo, 78 North ave.
January Rotella, 515 South ave.
Robert L. Stranacher, 410 Myrtle ave.
C. L. Tombs. 317 Hemlock ave.
Harley A. White, Westfield.

SCHOOL BUDGET UP
Voters will be asked to author­

ize $74,259.75 be raised by taxation 
to finance the Borough school sys­
tem for the 1944-45 school year, it 
was announced at a meeting of the 
Board of Education recently. The 
figure is $8,440.75 more than last 
year.

Larger budget w ill be utilized to 
give increments and bonuses to 
employees, to improve the Wash­
ington School playground, paint 
exterior of the Washington School, 
install new toilets in the girl’s lav­
atory of the Washington School, 
build an enclosed ramp from the 
Lincoln to the Franklin School, 
paint classrooms in those schools, 
and start a fund for repair of the 
Lincoln School auditorium.

The budget w ill be voted on at 
the school election on February 8.

Tax Rate Drops Three Points
Garwood’s tax rate for 1944 will drop about three points, it was 

announced by the Mayor and Council Tuesday night. The new rate 
will be $4.74.

The new budget, which was passed on first reading that night,
totals $210,900— about $8,000 high­
er than last year. Increase is due 
to a great extent to the increase 
in the local and Regional school 
budgets, although the new budget 
also includes $1,000 for transform­
ing borough property into a play­
ground on the North side of town, 
$400 for disposing garbage in 
Cranford, $1,200 for an additional 
clerk to assist Walter McManus 
(who is now performing the duties 
of Tax Collector while Dan Snyder 
is ill), $2,760 for salary increases 
for Borough employees, and funds 
for a new police car.

MAYOR HEAVES COAL
The coal situation was 

tough the other Sunday. 
None of the neighboring 
coalyards could supply Boro 
residents, and many people 
were in desperate straits. So 
Mayor Leonard decided to do 
something about it.

He obtained permission 
from the Widin Metal Com­
pany to use some of their 
surplus, and then rounded 
up Henry Piekarski, Red 
Pearson, Bill Reimer and 
Bert Dickerman. Bud and 
his crew mined a total of 16 
tons, which they put in the 
Borough yard and doled out 
to those residents who dras­
tically needed it.

BUILDING VALUATIONS UP
Garwood’s new building valua­

tions for 1943 totaled $415,696 —  a 
new record for recent years, ac­
cording to the report of Buiding 
Inspector Frank Corveleyn. Fig­
ures include housing facilities for 
90 new families—but they’re all 
taken now.

SCHOOL BOARD RACE
A  battle looms for the three 

places on the local school board. 
Democrats are backing Rader 
Coles, Leo Ragonese, and John 
MacDonald. Walter S. Boehmler, 
Mike Galiszewski and Stanley 
Carlson will carry the ball for the 
Republicans. The three members 
whose terms expire, none of whom 
will seek reelection, are John 
Banyasz, Fred Falzone and Bill 
Gilbert.

REASS OFF FOR PERSIA
Monroe Reass, Borough Auditor, 

will leave shortly for Iran, where 
he will be Assistant to the Admin­
istrator General of Finances for 
that country. He will work under 
Bernard Lamb, former finance 
commissioner for New Jersey. 
While he is away his duties will 
be performed by “Little Reass” — 
Nicholas Bezuyen.

At the meeting the other night, 
Barney Steiner presented Reass 
with some facts about his new 
Persian home— facts which Bar­
ney culled from his extensive 
travels and the Encyclopedia Brit- 
tanica.

If any of you are around Teher­
an, look Reass up. Any Arab will 
point him out to you. He’s the 
well-fed one.

ADAMI UNOPPOSED
Fred Adami, member of the 

Board of Trustees of Regional 
High School from Garwood, is un­
opposed for reelection in the an­
nual school election on Tuesday, 
February 1.
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HI Y A ,
FELLOWS!

Once again we have made an 
improvement in GAR - WORDS, 
and hope it meets with your ap­
proval. Our new dress will allow 
us to bring you as much news as 
ever, but it saves on labor and 
also on paper. Too, we’ll be able 
to set up the news items a bit more 
professionally, and we’ll utilize 
these columns each issue for per­
sonal stuff and general gossip.

Who said Army life was rough? 
Sgt. Pete Zazeski tells us that out 
at Fort Lewis, Wash., he has a pri- 
v>af room, a radio, drapes with In­
dian design, floor lamp, desk and 
more than fifty Petty girls on the 
wall. And he says he’ll still take 
New Jersey . . . .  Phm. 2/C “Shor­
ty” Guerriero tells us he finds news 
in the paper he didn’t know, even 
though he gets home frequently. 
He’s stationed at the Philadelphia 
Navy Yard . . . .  Waldemar Dopie- 
rala writes from Clemson, S. C., to 
tell us he’s in the basic engineer­
ing program at the college there. 
Says GAR-WORDS is read by fel­
lows he went to Regional with, 
even though they are not from 
Garwood . . . .  Received Christ­
mas greetings from Walter “Red” 
Wenzel at Ipswich, Mass . . . . 
Ditto from Lieutenant Mike Olear 
at Camp Ritchie, Md.........Techni­
cal Sgt. Joe Gorombey is now at 
Greensboro, N. C............We re­
ceived a V-Mail letter from Sgt. 
Herbert Cree, thanking us for the 
paper. He’s somewhere on the 
"Coco-Cola Front.”

Private Peter North writes from 
Camp Cambell, Ky., and asks if 
any other Garwood boy is there, 
to please look him up. He expects 
to go over shortly . . . .  Pvt. John 
Kuft'a says he enjoyed Dom Di- 
Battis'ta’s description of a para­
chute jump, having just come out 
of the paratroops himself. Now
he’s at Camp Robinson, Ark..........
Pvt. Fred Romano is at Camp 
Meade, spending his time doing 
obstacle courses in the mud and 
rain.

The living room at 662 Willow 
Ave. was damaged by a small fire 
the other night.

4th BOND DRIVE OPENS
The Fourth War Loan Drive op- 

I ened officially in Garwood Tues- 
I day noon. In his official procla­
mation concerning the drive Mayor 
Leonard emphasized the fact that 
everyone in town should buy an 
extra bond for each relative he 
has in the armed forces— and 
pointed out that children, by do­
ing without movies and candy for 
a few weeks, could buy War 
Stamps.

“More than 500 of Garwood’s 
finest youth are on the battlefield,” 
the Mayor stated. “ This month the 
community will see many homes 
broken up as fathers leave their 
wives and children to join the 
struggle. Many more fathers will 
leave as the months go by. They 
are sacrificing everything —  lives, 
homes and comforts, and are go­
ing many miles from everything 
they hold dear so that we at home 
may enjoy the blessings of liberty.”

MILESTONES
TITLE. One step nearer Eddie 

Cantor came Doc Buchbinder as 
his third daughter was born the 
other morning.

LOST. Plenty of bets by Doc 
Buchbinder. See above item.

BORN. To Sgt. and Mrs. Arthur 
Rose, a son.

BEWILDERED. Mr. and Mrs. Leo 
Ragonese are trying to get over 
the shock of twin boys, born 
Saturday.

BORN. To Mr. and Mrs. John 
Mayer, a daughter.

DIED. George W. Wild, of 461 
Second Ave. He leaves his wife 
and five children, three of whom 
are now in the armed forces.

DIED. Mrs. Florence M. Packer, 
103 Center Street. She is sur­
vived by her husband, two 
daughters and one grandchild.

ENGAGED. Florence Elizabeth 
Kiss, 131 Winslow Place, to Ed­
ward Ryan of Brideport, Conn.

DIED. Mrs. Frances A. Griffiths, 
26, of 509 Third Ave. She is 
survived by her husband, Her­
bert, and a daughter, Sandra, 7 
months old.

Charlie Humenik is now a tech, 
sergeant. He’s receiving desert 
training near Los Angeles.

Seaman 2/C Joseph Todisco has 
returned to the Samson, N. Y., 
Naval Training Station after seven 
days at home.

ALL AROUND 
THE TOWN

Postmaster John F. Dugan again 
heads the local March of Dimes 
campaign which will complete its 
drive with an entertainment in the 
Lincoln School Feb. 4.

Garwood will spend $800 on new 
police uniforms this year.

Seaman Robert McCormick has 
finished his boot training at New­
port.

1943 metal salvage totaled 89,- 
565 lbs. in Garwood, it was re­
ported by Salvage Chairman Con­
rad Keim.

Judge Louis Fontenelli has been 
drawn for grand jury duty.

Cpl. David A. Murray, stationed 
at Elkins, W. Va., was home on a 
furlough during the Christmas 
holidays to visit his wife and son, 
David Alan, here.

Mrs. Lester Steffen was reelected 
president of the Garwood Woman’s 
Club at the first meeting of the 
new year. Other elections were: 
Mrs. George Bobilin, vice-presi­
dent; Mrs. George Crissey, secre­
tary; Mrs. Richard Harper, cor­
responding secretary; and Mrs. 
John Richardson, treasurer. A  
stork shower was held for Mrs. 
Harper.

Miss Harriet Schneider, daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Schneider o f 346 North avenue, 
celebrated her 17th birthday on 
Saturday evening at a party at 
her home.

Louis L. D. Nicolello, supervising 
principal of the Garwood schools, 
was the speaker at the sports din­
ner of the Regional High School, 
sponsored by the Booster Club, of 
which Dennis Comiskey is presi­
dent. Louis Fontenelli was toast­
master. The dinner was held at 
the Chi-Am Chateau restaurant 
in Mountainside.

Dr. Francis Karnarsiewicz was 
named medical officer of the Medi­
cal Unit of the Defense Council.

REGIONAL WINS (and loses)
Regional won a game— the third 

in nine starts—-when they defeated 
Chatham 51 to 31 the other night. 
They dropped the game before to 
Jefferson, 45 to 33.

In other recent county games, 
Rahway beat Edison, Dunellen took 
Cranford, and Westfield tapped 
Bound Brook.
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E C H O E S
from the 

S E R V I C E

VICTOR LEONARD, A. S., New­
port, R. I.— “ Gar-Words was en­
thusiastically read. The news is 
refreshing and buoys the morale of 
all the Garwood servicemen— of 
that I am certain. It is gratifying 
to know that we are remembered! 
and it’s a subtle indication that i 
the townsfolk are looking forward 
to our return and that we will be | 
welcomed to our former status as' 
members of the community. Hav- i 
ing served in both the Army and 
Navy, I am happy to say that my 
only desire is to serve my country 
and friends, and hope my humble! 
contribution may play a small role 
in helping to end this war chaos.

“This training is excellent but 
not as rugged as that I experienced 
in the army. The boys might be 
interested to know I am coaching 
our company basketball team. It 
is difficult molding a team from 
unknown talent (Not like Gar­
wood—I knew everybody’s talent). 
M y luck is still good— as yet we 
are undefeated.

“ To all the Garwood men in ser­
vice I extend best wishes for hap­
py new year of peace, and I am 
looking forward to shaking their 
hands very soon.”
ALFRED THOMAS, Tallahassee, 
Fla. (Via A ir M ail)— “ I guess you 
can never get rid of a bad penny. 
I  have been turned down for over­
seas for at least 3 or 4 months on 
account of a minor defect and was 
pretty upset that I could not leave 
with the rest of the gang. I guess 
one of these days I ’ll get my 
chance. Meanwhile I ’m still here 
in Florida— if I stay much longer 
they will have me paying taxes.” 
Pfc. CHAS. GOROMBEY, Fort 
Ord, Cal.— “Here’s what we had 
for Thanksgiving: turkey, stuf­
fing, tomatoes, celery, lettuce, ap­
ple and pumpkin pie, apples, or­
anges, cranberry sauce, coffee and 
nuts. We chipped in and bought 
20 quarts of wine. I guess that’s 
the reason you unlucky civilians 
couldn’t get much, but I hope next 
Thanksgiving we’ll all be home 
eating our turkey. Out here they 
hook the soldiers 50c a shot for 
whiskey. Ow!”
Cpl. HARRY WAN AT, Warrens-

burg, Mo.— “For myself and the 
other boys who are now scattered 
all over the world, I know what 
we have studied and learned is 
only important in one sense, and 
that is to get this war over as 
quickly as possible so that we can 
come back to the things we used to 
like to do so well, whether it was 
sipping a nice cold glass of beer 
in “Willie’s Wheel” or just stand­
ing around “Tillie’s” stationery 
store batting the breeze. We spent 
a wonderful day here Thanksgiv­
ing and ate so much we could 
hardly move. But regardless of 
the grand feed we had, I ’d much 
rather have been home eating 
some of my mother’s turkey which 
only she knows how to cook so 
well—here’s hoping we’ll be home 
for next Thanksgiving.”
Pvt. E. J. FOLKMAN, Fort Myers, 
Fla.— “ I ’m down here at Bucking­
ham Field for the purpose of go­
ing to the Aerial Flexible Gunnery 
School, having just been trans­
ferred from Lowry Field, Denver, 
where I completed a nine-week 
armament class. The weather here 
in Florida has been quite chilly— 
much the same as we have back in 
‘Joisey’ in October.”
Sgt. JOHN MICCIO, Kearno, Utah 
— “Just a few words to let you 
know how enthused I am about 
receiving GAR-WORDS. It really 
makes me feel good to know that 
the people back home are thinking 
about us. I ’m taking a three-day 
refresher course before being as­
signed to a bomber crew. I- was 
home a few weeks ago and still 
say there’s no place like Garwood.” 
Sgt. FRED PETROZELLI (Via V 
M ail)— “ I received two editions of 
GAR-WORDS and sure was glad 
to get them. Please keep sending 
them for it sure is good to receive 
news of what’s taking place back 
home. I ’ve been out here in the 
Pacific now nearly a year. There 
are a lot of stories to tell but that’ll 
have to wait. I can tell you the 
Islands I ’ve been at, but cannot 
mention where I am now. I ’ve 
been at the Fiji Islands, New Cale­
donia, Guadalcanal and Sasivelk 
Islands.”
Lt. P. M. O’DEA, North Africa 
(Via V -M ail)— “Just received your 
Nov. 1 GAR-WORDS and it’s a 
really O. K. job. Keep it up! I 
wonder how those bars look with 
gal bar-tenders. You know, that’s 
all they have here in French North 
Africa— girl bartenders. This is a

CHRISTIANO SHOOTS 
THIEF

There was some excitement in 
town the other night. Charley 
Christiano was on police duty, 

, showing newly - appointed Lou 
Martel what to do. Along South 
Avenue came a car going like the 
hammers of hell. Charley gave 
him the siren— and the car went 
faster. So did the police car.

They shot through Westfield and 
right on up into Plainfield, when 
the car they were chasing took a 
turn badly and wrapped itself —  
and we do mean wrapped itself — 
completely around a pole. The 
driver was killed instantly, but two 
negro occupants got out. One was 
injured pretty well, the other 
started running. Charley called 
on him to halt—but he kept on 
running. Charley warned him 
again, and getting no response,

! shot him neatly in the leg. They 
took the two of them to Muhlen­
berg hospital, and charges will be 

| brought. Seems they were joy­
riding in a stolen oar (which is 
now a complete wreck).

First Lt. J. W. Sloan, former pas­
tor of the Garwood Presbyterian 

| Church and now of the Army 
j Chaplain Corps, arrived recently 
in Lubock, Texas, for active duty 

I as an Air Force Chaplain. He at­
tended the Chaplain’s School at 

j Harvard University before taking 
j up duties in Texas. Mrs. Sloan 
j and baby daughter, Sandra, will 
join Lt. Sloan at Lubbock in the 
near future.

country of extremes: on one hand 
are the very wealthy farm owners, 
and on the other side you have the 
pitifully poor Arabs. About 3 
weeks ago I  had a 3-hour flight 
over this country in a Beau- 
Fighter— it’s quite a country!”
S. J. MATERIA, S 1/C— “You are 
one of the few on the home front 

, who realize the importance of 
' home news to the average service 
man. Reading your paper about 

! the folks back home and fellows 
that I know in the service, tends to 
impress the importance of fight­
ing hard for an early victory. Now 

i I am on the high seas, in different 
ports, seeing new places, talking 

| to many different types and races 
of people and wondering at their 
customs.”
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DEMOCRATS ELECT
Leon Jablonski was named 

President of the Garwood Demo­
cratic Club at its organization 
meeting recently.

Other officers elected included: 
First vice-president, Stephen Ban- 
yasz; second vice-president, A l­
fred Daly; treasurer, Padraig 
O’Dea; assistant treasurer, Frank 
Schak; secretary, Edward Penne- 
fether, Jr.; assistant secretary, 
Conrad Rieder; and sergeant-at- 
arms, Paul Materia, Jr.

The eight members o fthe board 
of Trustees are William H. Sever- 
age, Jerry Fontenelli, Mr. Banyasz, 
Mr. Daly, Former Councilman An­
thony Riccardo, Walter Buchan, 
Louis J. Fontenelli and Walter J. 
Flesher, Sr.

BOARD OF HEALTH ELECTS
Burton E. Dickerman was 

elected president of the Board of 
Health at the 1944 organization 
meeting. Other officers include: 
Vice-president, Chester Henry, and 
secretary, John G. Humenik. Leo 
Ragonese and Sigmund Schultz are 
the other members of the board.

The board selected A. T. Mosca 
as Registrar of Vital Statistics for 
the coming year. William Willsey 
is Health Officer, Dr. Francis Kar- 
narsiewicz is the official doctor, 
Mrs. Ruth Samuelson is the board 
nurse, Stephen Allen is plumbing 
inspector and Frank Braun and 
Henry Pfeiffer are plumbing ex­
aminers.

Local residents drawn for the 
petit jury include Mrs. Emma 
Lesak, 427 Fourth avenue, and A l­
bert W. Capp, 308 Hazel avenue.

As Requested
Note: We will run in this space 

each issue the full addresses of 
service men requested. I f  you’d 
like to write to a buddy in the ser­
vice and don’t know his address, 
we’ll try to supply it for you here.

Requested by John Soney:

T/Sgt. Joe Gorombey
A. S.N. 12136416 
302 Wing
B. T.C. #10 Brks. 948 
Greenboro, N. C.

Sgt. J. Zazeski 
Co. C, 114 Inf. 44 Div.
A.S.N. 20225014 
Ft. Lewis, Wash.

Pfc. Chas. Gorombey 
Btry. B, 736 F. A. Bn.
Fort Ord, Calif.

Cpl. Harry Wanat 
349th T. C. Grp.
S. A. A. B.
Warrensburg, Mo.

GAR-WORDS is pubished 
semi-monthly by the Bor­
ough of Garwood. Mayor 
James T. Leonard is Honor­
ary Chairman, Jack Dugan 
is editor, Henry Piekarski is 
production manager, Dottie 
Colwell is secretary, and 
working members of the 
committee include Ed Kono- 
pack, Frank Corveleyn, Bert 
Dickerman, Bill Reimer and 
Red Pearson.

REPUBLICAN OFFICERS
Lester Steffen was reelected 

President of the Garwood Repub­
lican Club at its organization 
meeting recently.

Other officers elected included: 
First vice-president, Burton E. 
Dickerman; second vice-president, 
Mrs. Marie DeCiccio; secretary, 
Mrs. Louis Martel; assistant sec­
retary Albert Miller; treasurer, 
Bertram Bertolamy; assistant 
treasurer, Mrs. Walter Boehlmer; 
and sergeant-at-arms, Percy Watt.

Trustees for three years are 
Fred Cowell, Mrs. T. F. Brittain 
and William Darroch, Sr.; trustees 
for two years are L. Thomas Daub 
and William Gilbert; and trustees 
for one year are Mrs. Lehman and 
A. James Geis. Mr. Dickerman 
was named campaign chairman 
and Mrs. Louis Martel is publicity 
chairman. Mr. Daub, Mr. Gilbert 
and Mr. Geis are new members of 
the executive committee.

SQUAD LISTS CALLS
The Garwood First Aid Squad 

made a total of 90 calls in 1943, 5 
in response to accidents, and 2 used 
the inhalator.

Pfc. Walter Flesher has returned 
to Fort Monmouth following a 
furlough.

THE LAST WORD
And so we come to the end of 

another issue. We’re sorry if we 
left your letter out—but we’ll run 
it next time. Keep those letters 
coming— we really enjoy them. 
And so, until the next time, may 
God Bless You.
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