
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
November 6, 2025 

 
Time: 7:00 pm  
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  Present 
Councilwoman Boto  Present  Councilman Lazarow  Excused 
Councilman Foley  Excused  Councilman Padusniak Present 
Councilman Kearney  Present  Council President Nolde Present 
 
Staff and professionals also present:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Michael Disko, Borough Engineer 
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 
Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk 
 
PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS:  NONE 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Engineer 
NJDEP MANDATED STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE MAPPING AND REPORTING 
ACTIVITIES HAS COMMENCED. STORM SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE HAS BEEN 
FIELDCHECKED. WORK INCLUDES PREPARATION OF INFRASTRUCTURE MAPPING 
BY 12/31/2025. WORK INCLUDES IDENTIFICATION OF ALL STORM DRAINS, 
MANHOLES, CONVEYANCE STRUCTURES, PUMP STATIONS AND PROPERTY 
BOUNDARIES OF MAINTENANCE YARDS. WATERSHED INVENTORY REPORT ALSO 
DUE 12/31/2025. REPORT INCLUDES OUTFALL DESCRIPTIONS, DRAINAGE AREAS, 
WATER CLASSIFICATIONS, WATER QUALITY DATA, IMPERVIOUS AREAS, ETC. A 
GRANT OF $25,000 HAS BEEN OBTAINED FROM NJDEP FOR THIS WORK. THE 
BOROUGH HAS ALREADY REC’D $15,000. CONTRACT 2025-1 – RESURFACING OF 
SECTIONS OF EAST STREET, NEW STREET AND WALNUT STREET. CONTRACTOR 
COMMENCED CONSTRUCTION ON AUGUST 25, 2025. MILLING PERFORMED ON 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2025. FINAL PAVING PERFORMED SEPTEMBER 17, 2025. NEW TREE 
INSTALLATIONS RECENTLY PLANTED. APPROXIMATELY 39 TREES INSTALLED. 
CENTER STREET CROSSWALK STRIPING RECENTLY COMPLETED. QUOTE 2025-2 – 
POINT REPAIRS ON VARIOUS STREETS. A PRECONSTRUCTION MEETING WAS HELD 
ON SEPTEMBER 12, 2025. NATIONAL WATER MAIN WAS LOW BID CONTRACTOR. 
PROPOSED WORK INCLUDES: BASE BID - MAPLE STREET 3 REPAIRS, SECOND 
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AVENUE 2 REPAIRS. ALT. #1 – SECOND AVENUE 3 REPAIRS. ALT. #2 - SECOND 
AVENUE 2 REPAIRS. WORK COMMENCED ON OCTOBER 17, 2025. SOUTH AVENUE 
HANDICAPPED RAMPS COMMENCED CONSTRUCTION ON SEPTEMBER 10, 2025. 
DENBAR CONSTRUCTION HAS COMPLETED WORK. ADDITIONAL POINT REPAIR 
QUOTES WERE SOLICITED – 3 REPAIRS ON OAK STREET (2) AND CEDAR STREET. 
RESULTS: OSWALD ENTERPRISES – $11,675 (NO POLICE) NATIONAL WATER - $12,265 
(NO POLICE) VORTEX SERVICES - $11, 575 (NO POLICE) NJDOT MA25 GRANT FIELD 
WORK HAS COMMENCED ON MAPLE STREET. PROPOSED WORK AREAS INCLUDE: 
GALLOWS HILL ROAD – INSTALL CURBS, MILL AND OVERLAY – JOIN WITH 
CRANFORD MAPLE STREET (SOUTH AVE TO DEAD END), MILL AND OVERLAY 
WITH CURBS WEST STREET (BEECH AVE TO PINE AVE), MILL AND OVERLAY 
APPROXIMATE CONSTRUCTION COST - $438,610.00, GRANT REQUEST - $420,000.00, 
GRANT AWARD - $249,912.00 
 
Report of Borough Attorney – no report 
 
Report of Borough Administrator 
Resolution 25-189 approves additional sewer repairs at various locations determined by the 
borough engineer. After this, there is only $2,833 dollars left in the sewer maintenance line, so we 
will hold onto that in case we have any emergencies during the last months of the year. Resolution 
25-190 updates the Nepotism policy, clarifying what happens in the case of a marriage, and 
allowing for seasonal/temporary workers to be hired even in cases where they are related to an 
employee or official of the borough. For example, we have seasonal workers for the Department 
of Public Works who do garbage pick-up or recreation employees who work at the summer camp. 
This policy does not allow for hiring relatives of employees when they would be supervised by 
their relative, and specifically does not allow it for full-time or permanent part-time positions. 
Security camera replacements in borough hall commenced today and should be completed soon. 
Resolution 25-191 is for budget transfers. The increase in legal fees is due to increases in Open 
Public Record Act requests, as well as the Paperboard litigation. We also had to negotiate a sidebar 
union agreement with the PBA this year. All four crosswalk signals on Pine were put up today and 
two on Locust were put up yesterday. Thank you to the Department of Public Works. We are 
waiting for parts for Spruce and for the signals and parts for Hemlock and Hazel. Public Works 
will also be putting solar speed signs in shortly. 
 
Council President Nolde raised a concern regarding the non-standard height of the blinking light 
button on Locust Street and requested that the issue be reviewed. The Administrator responded 
that he would coordinate with the Department of Public Works to investigate and address the 
matter. 
 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
I want to start my comments by noting a historical moment from this past Tuesday’s Election Day. It 
was a pretty monumental day as we now have a Garwood resident in the State Legislature. 
Councilman Kearney, congratulations on your big win. It’s definitely exciting to know that we’ll have 
representation at the State level like this.  So, though it means you’ll be leaving us here on Council a 
little early, we will most certainly be looking forward to your work for our residents and for all of the 
residents of District 21 down in Trenton. Congratulations go out as well to Council President Clarissa 
Nolde and Kathleen Annarelli on their win for Garwood’s Council seats.  I look forward to working 
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with you both and eagerly await your swearing in on January 6th. On the State and County levels, the 
new year will bring in many new elected officials, and I send them all congratulations and look 
forward to us working together. I want to acknowledge the Green Team.  They have adopted Unami 
Park and have been working hard over the past few years creating natural trails, removing invasive 
species, planting native plants and flowers and creating natural homes for birds, bees and bats.  And 
so Unami was recently certified as a Wildlife habitat by the National Wildlife Federation. We will 
place this in the park so that everyone knows the great work that the Green Team members have been 
doing. Thank you to the Recreation Director and the Recreation Committee for a spooktacular 
Halloween parade and costume contest.  All of our First Responders also deserve a big thank you for 
keeping us safe along the parade route, as does Mrs. Emmons, Lincoln School’s Principal, for helping 
us corral the kids and the BOE allowing us the use of the school.  I think the families really had a blast 
that evening. Fanwood and Garwood met last week to continue work on the contract for the Court 
shared service.  We are working out a few more details, and hope to have the contract on the agenda 
at one of the December meetings. I think this will be a really great step for Garwood in terms of 
savings and efficiencies.  While we already share an Court administrator, fully sharing the whole 
service will give both municipalities the full extent of the benefits for our residents. 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto 
Thank you, Mayor. As the Holidays approach and with so many people facing food uncertainty. I 
want to remind everyone of the Garwood Cares food drive which is currently going on. I had a nice 
chat with the Coordinator, Ms. Coleen Hay last weekend and thanked her for her continued efforts. 
Block Ambassadors have started to drop off their bags for collection. Items are scheduled to be 
dropped off on Friday, November 14 and Saturday, November 15 at the Bethlehem Room in the back 
of St. Anne’s Church. If you have any questions, you can email coleen-aha@gmail.com. Additional 
resources are available through the County – The Stock the Shelves Program started collecting non-
perishable items on November 3 and it is ongoing. The county is coordinating this effort to help 
restock community food pantries and assist families, seniors, and individuals in need in the days 
ahead. Garwood Borough Hall has been identified as a drop-off location. You will see boxes at the 
entrance. I urge everyone to be generous and come together to ensure our residents do not go hungry. 
Also, the Temporary Bridge Financial Relief Program is available for active SNAP recipients, 
applications will be accepted through November 7. Please note there is a list of requirements needed 
in order to qualify for this Program. All the information can be found at ucnj.org. Let’s all live up to 
the, “Small Town, Big Heart” we are and take care of one another. Please feel free to reach out and 
we will do our best to help. 
 
Councilman Foley – no comments 
 
Councilman Kearney 
Thank you, Mayor.  Congratulations to my friend, my colleague, and my Council President, Clarissa 
Nolde, on her well-deserved re-election this week.  I’m so glad our fellow residents saw the same 
thing I did—a woman who has shown up every day for the last three years and put in the work to 
keep Garwood a great place to be!  I’m proud of the race you and Kathleen Annarelli ran, and I know 
I’ll be leaving this Council in great hands next year with you staying on and Katie joining a great 
team! I also want to thank our residents for their support in helping elect me to the General 
Assembly.  I’ll have more to say about the privilege of serving on this Council in a future meeting, 
but I want to use the rest of my comment period tonight to request something from everyone here in 

mailto:coleen-aha@gmail.com
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town and out there on the internet. Please, let’s lower the temperature over politics. This year, we 
have had people come up to the microphone here, or hide behind a keyboard on Facebook, to accuse 
this Council of outright theft to score cheap points in an election.  Not because anyone up here is 
actually a thief or that there is the slightest evidence of corruption by anyone elected or employed by 
this Borough.  It's because they don’t agree with a policy or a vote up here.  This is ridiculous, it’s un-
American, and it needs to stop.  Serving on this Council has been a great honor for me, and it is a 
highlight of the various kinds of public service I’ve spent my life involved in. Still, it has also caused 
a lot of stress and disruption to my wife and children because of the constant drumbeat of smears and 
lies targeting me and my colleagues up here.  This shouldn’t be the case for me, or anyone, who 
volunteers to serve in elected office. To those who run for office in the future, I have a simple message: 
Do better and ensure you surround yourself with people who will campaign on the issues. Thank you. 
 
Councilman Lazarow – no comments  
 
Councilman Padusniak 
Expressed congratulations to Councilman Kearney, Council President Nolde and Kathleen Annarelli. 
 
Council President Nolde 
I would like to thank the voters of Garwood for allowing me to serve on the Council for another 
three years, and I am thrilled to welcome my running mate, Kathleen Annarelli, to the Council. 
While we will miss Councilman Kearney here on council,  I know he is going to do great work in 
Trenton. 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on October 23, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Kearney to accept the 
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: RECEIVED AND FILED 

1. Planning Board Resolution re: 54 Third Avenue 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_54_Third_Ave_resolution.pdf 

 
2. Planning Board Resolution re: 59 Willow Avenue 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-
_59_Willow_Ave_resolution.pdf 

 
ORDINANCES:  NONE 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair – no report 
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_54_Third_Ave_resolution.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_54_Third_Ave_resolution.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_59_Willow_Ave_resolution.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_59_Willow_Ave_resolution.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_59_Willow_Ave_resolution.pdf
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FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair – no report 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair – no report 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
Thank you, Mayor. In addition to their reoccurring activities DPW employees continued the in-house 
shade tree removal and pruning programs. Installation of the electronic pedestrian signs at the 
intersection of Locust and Center.  Started the weekly bagged leaf pickup program. The north side 
had a pickup and the south side will be picked up the week of November 10th. Assisted with the 
Borough’s Clean Communities event on Saturday, November 1st. Placed flags around the Municipal 
Complex.  A few dates of note: Saturday, November 8 - Electronic and Specialty Recycling 
(Recycling Center at the Dead end of Willow Avenue, behind the Public Works Facility) 10am to 
2pm.  Public Works will be off on November 11th in observance of Veterans Day.  North side garbage 
pickup will be on Wednesday November 12th.  Bagged Leaf Pickup: South Side:  Week of November 
10th. North Side:  Week of November 17th. As always thank you to all the DPW employees for their 
hard work.  That is all for my report. 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
The Garwood Police Department recorded 2466 calls during the month of October, 2025. These calls 
include, but are not limited to: 508 motor vehicle stops, 40 parking complaints, 103 fixed traffic posts 
(Radar, Stop Sign, Distracted Driving), 321 building/property checks, 56 medical assists, 80 
community policing posts, 7 walking posts, 9 suspicious person/vehicles investigated, 56 criminal 
investigations, and 21 motor vehicle crashes. In October, members of the Police Department attended 
the mandatory Defensive Tactics training.  Detective Miller also attended a 40-hour, Forensic 
Interviewing school. This month, the Department also hosted the mobile MVC services at the 
recreation center. The event was a success, and we look forward to hosting them again in the near 
future. Additionally, the Department participated in the Garwood PTA's Trunk or Treat event. Finally, 
I would like to thank PBA President Officer Jada Shucai, and all PBA 117 members, for organizing 
Operation Safe and Spooky. The PBA has been highly involved in community events, and programs 
like these are a wonderful way for the police and community to connect and get to know one another 
better. I look forward to supporting our PBA in their future projects! 
 
The Mayor remarked that upon assuming office, one of the most frequent concerns raised by residents 
was the issue of speeding and the need for increased traffic enforcement, including more motor 
vehicle stops. While she acknowledged that speeding remains a challenge, she emphasized that the 
data clearly demonstrates the significant efforts being made to address it. The numbers don’t lie, she 
noted, expressing sincere appreciation to those involved: Thank you for your dedication—we truly 
value the work you’re doing. 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
Recreation Report: Thank you to the Garwood Recreation Committee for putting on such a fun 
Halloween Parade and Costume Contest on Halloween night! And thank you to the Garwood 
Police Department, the Garwood Fire Department, and the Garwood First Aid Squad for 
participating in and supporting the event and for making it a safe and fun night for Garwood 
families. Also, congratulations again to all of the winners of the Halloween House Decorating 
Contest: 427 Union Street, 260 Locust Avenue, and 324 Willow Avenue. Winners received a 
Home Depot gift card. Youth Rec Basketball is open for registration! Register at 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
November 6, 2025 

Page 6 of 11  
 
www.garwoodrec.com . The cost is $90/resident and the program is open for grades 1st through 
8th.  Practices start the first week of December, and games are in January and February. December 
is fast approaching, so don’t miss out on signing up for the upcoming season. Don’t forget to 
register for the following adult programs: Adult Open Play Soccer on Fridays. Adult Ceramics: 
the next ones will take place on Wednesday, November 19th, and Wednesday, December 10th, 
Canvas Painting: Will take place on Wednesday, December 3rd, Cheer and Dance Squirts is 
taking place inside the Rec Center starting in January on Saturdays and is open to ages 3-8. 
Registration is open at www.garwoodrec.com. Upcoming Events: Upcoming Holiday events, 
hosted by the Garwood Recreation Committee, include: The Christmas Tree Lighting on 
Saturday, November 29th, from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm at Borough Hall. There will be food trucks, a 
DJ, and performances, including The Celebration Singers. Garwood organizations will be there 
representing, and of course, special guest Santa Claus will be making an appearance! The Family 
Skate Night on Saturday, November 29th from 6 pm to 8 pm at Warinanco Skating Rink. This is 
free and open to Garwood residents! Pre-register by visiting: www.garwoodrec.com. Santa’s 
Mailbox: Garwood children are again invited to drop a letter into Santa’s Mailbox by December 
20th to receive a reply by Christmas. Santa’s mailbox will be located at the Garwood Public Library 
starting December 1st. Holiday House Decorating Contest: The contest deadline is December 
20th! The winners will receive a gift card and bragging rights. The link to enter the contest will be 
posted on social media, so be on the lookout. The Menorah Lighting will take place on Tuesday, 
December 16th, from 7 pm to 8 pm at Borough Hall. There will be music, free cider, and donuts 
for attendees! The concession stand at the sports complex will be open this Sunday, November 9, 
from 10 am to 5 pm.  Stop by to watch a soccer game, grab a bite, or take something to go! 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow – no report 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
Thank you, Mayor.  I’ve been speaking with the Board President and working on a date for our 
next monthly coordination meeting with her and Dr. Marx.  The next Garwood Board of Education 
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 18th.  So, I should have more to report at our next 
Council meeting. 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
We had our meeting earlier today, with an extra special lunch of sausage and peppers provided by 
member Frank Gabriel. Bingo followed lunch of course and we have our next meeting November 
20th at 12 pm at the Knights of Columbus.  Our Christmas Party is on December 3rd at the 
Westwood so we’re all looking forward to the holiday season! 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney – no report. 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley – no report 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The next regular Planning Board meeting scheduled for November 12th has been cancelled due to 
a lack of business.  The next scheduled meeting is on December 10th. 
  

http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
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OFFICER’S REPORTS:   
Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for October, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officer_Report_-_October_2025.pdf 
 
Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for October, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_October_2025_Monthly_Report.pdf 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept 
Officer’s reports. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 
and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 

1. Jill Pall – 54 Third Avenue – Ms. Pall began by congratulating all the recent winners. She 
noted that October is recognized as both Fire Prevention Month and Sudden Cardiac Arrest 
Awareness Month, and expressed gratitude to the Mayor for issuing a proclamation in 
support of these causes. She highlighted the success of “Restart a Heart Day,” which 
launched with the Kids’ Healthy Heart Program in collaboration with Lincoln Kindergarten 
at the public library. She extended thanks to the Garwood Police Department, the First Aid 
Squad, and the library staff for their valuable assistance in making the event possible. Ms. 
Pall also commended the Teen Ambassadors for creating an educational initiative titled 
“Did You Know? All the Facts About Saving Lives from Cardiac Arrest,” and encouraged 
everyone to listen to their presentation. In closing, she raised concerns about persistent 
flooding on Gallows Hill Road, specifically regarding the ADA ramp, which she stated is 
not compliant with accessibility regulations. She reported that rainfall routinely results in 
3 to 6 inches of standing water, which can take up to a week to recede. She urged that 
repairs not be postponed until next year. 

2. Bruce Paterson – 325 Willow Avenue – Mr. Paterson began by congratulating 
Councilman Vincent Kearney on his historic election to the State Assembly, noting that 
such an achievement has not occurred in the borough in over 50 years. He also extended 
congratulations to all other candidates, regardless of the election outcome. He raised a 
question regarding the borough’s shared services and shared revenue arrangements, 
seeking clarification on how these partnerships are structured and managed. In reference 
to the upcoming 250th anniversary celebration, Mr. Paterson requested that Councilman 
Padusniak provide an agenda or overview of the planned events to ensure transparency and 
community engagement. He briefly commented on seeking the number of parking tickets 
issued for the month. Mr. Paterson addressed a previous statement made by Councilman 
Kearney, who had characterized certain actions by the Council as “outright theft.” Mr. 
Paterson clarified that he has not heard any such accusations from others and emphasized 
that his own concerns have focused on what he described as misappropriation, specifically 
in relation to the sewer fee. 

 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officer_Report_-_October_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officer_Report_-_October_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_October_2025_Monthly_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_October_2025_Monthly_Report.pdf


Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
November 6, 2025 

Page 8 of 11  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Boto to close public 
comment. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
The Mayor addressed several concerns raised by residents during the meeting. In response to Ms. 
Pall’s inquiry regarding the video, the Mayor confirmed that it will be reviewed. However, any 
decision to publicly play the video must align with the Borough Attorney’s interpretation of what 
constitutes a “comment,” and whether such content is permissible under current guidelines. 
Residents are encouraged to connect and view the video independently. The Mayor commended 
the Teen Ambassadors initiative, calling it an excellent way to engage youth in civic awareness 
and public health education. Regarding the flooding issues on Gallows Hill Road, the Mayor stated 
that the area is scheduled to be repaved in the spring. The Mayor assured residents that the issue 
will be resolved, though the timing may be frustrating. On the topic of shared services with 
Fanwood, the Mayor clarified that while the Borough will be utilizing Fanwood’s court services, 
there will be no shared revenue. The arrangement is similar to the shared DPW superintendent 
model, where Garwood pays for services rendered. The court will remain autonomous, with shared 
equipment, personnel, and services—but not financial proceeds. The process is ongoing, and the 
Borough is committed to ensuring all costs are properly calculated. For questions regarding 
parking tickets, residents are encouraged to speak directly with the Police Chief, who is 
consistently available to provide clarification. 
 
Councilman Padusniak also provided an update on the upcoming 250th Revolutionary Celebration. 
He announced that a graphic detailing all scheduled events will be released within the next few 
days on both the Borough website and social media platforms. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-189 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM  
VORTEX SERVICES LLC 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received a quote from Vortex Services LLC, 

210 Bennett Road, Freehold, New Jersey 07728 in the amount of Eleven Thousand Five Hundred 
Seventy-Five Dollars and No Cents ($11,575) for sanitary sewer point repairs at various locations; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase is provided through the following source(s): the 
2025 Operating Budget in the amount of $11,575 authorized for sewer maintenance. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that: 
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1. The contract quote submitted by Vortex Services LLC in the amount of $11,575 is hereby 
approved. 
 

2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate the 
contract and disburse payment accordingly. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough 

Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-190 
 
RESOLUTION AMENDING PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL 

NEPOTISM POLICY 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood previously adopted the, 
“PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL” which establishes guidelines 
covering public service by Borough employees; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual requires an amendment to the 
policy regarding Nepotism; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council and Mayor have received and reviewed the updated 
policy. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Garwood approve and adopt the amendment to the Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual 
adopted December 22, 2021; 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the update contained herein as Exhibit A becomes 

effective immediately and replaces the prior unamended policy currently set forth in the Personnel 
Policies and Procedures Manual. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution with said update be 
provided to the Borough Administrator for distribution to all personnel. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-191 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2025 BUDGET TRANSFER #1 
 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New 
Jersey, hereby directs the transfers of 2025 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; 
and 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is 
hereby authorized to make necessary transfers and that these be ratified at the next regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Governing Body. 
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CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilwoman Boto to adopt Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Discussion: None 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  Excused 
Councilman Foley  Excused  Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: NONE 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Resignation of Board of Health Member – Li Faustino – 01/01/2025-12/31/2027 – resignation 
effective 10/14/2025 
 
Appointment of Board of Health Member – Lisa Villaggio – 11/06/2025-12/31/2027 – filling 
unexpired term 
  

FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount
Tax Assessor Contractual Services 5-01-20-150-200-0315 20,000.00
Group Insurance Employer Active 5-01-23-220-200-1000 20,000.00
Retirement & Accum Leave Compensation 5-01-30-415-100-0100 20,000.00

Total 60,000.00

TO: Department Account Name Account Number Amount
Legal Fees Municipal Attorney Fees 5-01-20-155-200-0950 10,000.00
Legal Fees Labor Attorney Fees 5-01-20-155-200-0951 5,000.00
Planning Board Professional Services 5-01-21-180-200-0960 3,000.00
Fire Dept Equipment Maintenance 5-01-25-265-200-0150 2,000.00
Utilities Water Gas Electric 5-01-31-431-200-0163 5,500.00
Telephone Telephone 5-01-31-440-200-0160 1,000.00
Statutory Expenditures DCRP 5-01-36-471-200-2061 33,500.00

Total 60,000.00
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PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed 
and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Council President Nolde to adopt 
Payment of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  Excused 
Councilman Foley  Excused  Councilman Padusniak AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  NONE 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Monday, November 17, 2025 at 
7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Councilman Kearney to adjourn.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Time:7:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
 
Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Borough Clerk  
 

https://garwood.org/gb_notices

