BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

MINUTES
October 9, 2025
Time: 7:01 pm
Moment of Silence
Salute to the Flag

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975).

Before Roll Call, the Mayor addressed concerns regarding microphone functionality. Mr. Arthur
and Ms. Vazquez conducted tests on the equipment but were unable to identify the root cause of
the issue. As a precaution, the problematic microphones were replaced in the hope that this would
resolve the matter.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blumenstock Present

Councilwoman Boto Present Councilman Lazarow Present
Councilman Foley Present Councilman Padusniak Present
Councilman Kearney Present Council President Nolde Present

Roll call staff and professionals also present:
John Arthur, Borough Administrator

Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney

Michael Disko, Borough Engineer

Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police

Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS:
The Mayor will formally proclaim October as Cardiac Arrest Awareness Month.

The Mayor’s introduction: So tonight, I have the honor of proclaiming October Sudden cardiac
Arrest Awareness Month. Raising awareness about this cause is something that has been important
to me, and I know is important to many in our community. I will always be proud of Garwood for
championing the cause of outdoor AED’s and making it a priority to have them in our parks. And
I thank our First Aid Squad for always promoting the use of those AED’s as well as promoting
and providing CPR certification. Tonight we are joined by two members of our community who
help spread the word about sudden cardiac arrest and outdoor AED’s by through their work with
the Aliver Foundation a local Garwood Foundation created by Jill Pall to help fund AED’s in parks
across the country. Luciane Raibin, who is also a member of the Garwood First Aid Squad and
give very generously of her time there and also instruct CPR classes herself, and Dylan Mason a
Garwood teenager who is a teen ambassador for the Aliver Foundation volunteering for them in
their mission. And before I ask them join me and read out the proclamation, I want to let everyone
know about another Garwoodian helping the cause that I just learned about today. Stephen Greet,
who grew up in Garwood and is the son of Planning Board Chair Steve Greet, has partnered with
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the Aliver Foundation for a record breaking run he is making this Saturday in Central Park. He
will be attempting to run 124 miles in a single day during Central Park’s opening hours raising
money to provide outdoor AED’s. Stephen has an interesting story that brought him to this. While
running this past June in Central Park, he witnessed a woman collapse from sudden cardiac arrest
and he began administering CPR. However, it took 5-10 minutes for an AED to arrive, critical
minutes that could have this woman’s life. So he has decided to take up the cause to fund more
outdoor AED’s for public use. So many in our community are rallying to help fund these AED’s
and I am just so proud of Garwood’s representation. So good luck to Stephen on Saturday, you
can find out al about his run on the Aliver Foundation website, and with that I’d like to call up our
two amazing volunteers Luciane and Dylan to help me with the proclamation.

Lucianne expressed her gratitude to the Mayor and Council on behalf of the Aliver Foundation,
thanking them sincerely for the Proclamation. She emphasized the importance of learning CPR—
or hands-only CPR—as a crucial skill that empowers bystanders to assist in emergencies. She
commended the Borough of Garwood for being at the forefront by installing two AEDs: one at
Hartman Park and another at the Sports Complex. Lucianne concluded by encouraging more
community members to learn CPR, expressing hope to see increased participation in the future.

The Mayor thanked both Lucianne and Dylan for their dedicated work with the Aliver Foundation.
She also recognized Lucianne for her continued service with the First Aid Squad and for leading
CPR classes in the community. The Mayor commended Dylan, noting how inspiring it is to see
young people actively engaged in meaningful causes. She mentioned seeing a video of Dylan on
social media and remarked how encouraging it was to witness him volunteering his time for such
an important effort.

Reports:
Report of Borough Engineer

NJDEP MANDATED STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE MAPPING AND REPORTING
ACTIVITIES WILL COMMENCE. WORK INCLUDES PREPARATION OF
INFRASTRUCTURE MAPPING BY 12/31/2025. WORK INCLUDES IDENTIFICATION OF
ALL STORM DRAINS, MANHOLES, CONVEYANCE STRUCTURES, PUMP STATIONS
AND PROPERTY BOUNDARIES OF MAINTENANCE YARDS. WATERSHED
INVENTORY REPORT ALSO DUE 12/31/2025. REPORT INCLUDES OUTFALL
DESCRIPTIONS, DRAINAGE AREAS, WATER CLASSIFICATIONS, WATER QUALITY
DATA, IMPERVIOUS AREAS, ETC. A GRANT OF $25,000 HAS BEEN OBTAINED FROM
NJDEP FOR THIS WORK. THE BOROUGH HAS ALREADY REC’D $15,000. CONTRACT
2025-1 - RESURFACING OF SECTIONS OF EAST STREET, NEW STREET AND WALNUT
STREET. CONTRACTOR COMMENCED CONSTRUCTION ON AUGUST 25, 2025.
MILLING PERFORMED ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2025. FINAL PAVING PERFORMED
SEPTEMBER 17, 2025. NEW TREE INSTALLATIONS RECENTLY PLANTED.
APPROXIMATELY 39 TREES INSTALLED. QUOTE 2025-2 — POINT REPAIRS ON
VARIOUS STREETS. A PRECONSTRUCTION MEETING WAS HELD ON SEPTEMBER 12,
2025. NATIONAL WATER MAIN WAS LOW BID CONTRACTOR. PROPOSED WORK
INCLUDES: BASE BID - MAPLE STREET 3 REPAIRS, SECOND AVENUE 2 REPAIRS.
ALT.#1 —SECOND AVENUE 3 REPAIRS. ALT. #2 - SECOND AVENUE 2 REPAIRS. WORK
TO COMMENCE ON OCTOBER 15, 2025. SOUTH AVENUE HANDICAPPED RAMPS
COMMENCED CONSTRUCTION ON SEPTEMBER 10, 2025. DENBAR CONSTRUCTION




Meeting of the Mayor and Council
October 9, 2025
Page 3 of 26

HAS COMPLETED WORK. ADDITIONAL POINT REPAIR QUOTES WERE SOLICITED —
3 REPAIRS ON OAK STREET (2) AND CEDAR STREET. RESULTS: OSWALD
ENTERPRISES — QUOTE REC’D (NO POLICE), NATIONAL WATER - QUOTE REC’D (NO
POLICE), VORTEX SERVICES - QUOTE EXPECTED TODAY, IF REC’D, COSTS WILL BE
SHARED, NJDOT MA25 GRANT FIELD WORK WILL COMMENCE IN THE NEAR
FUTURE. PROPOSED WORK AREAS INCLUDE: GALLOWS HILL ROAD — INSTALL
CURBS, MILL AND OVERLAY —JOIN WITH CRANFORD, MAPLE STREET (SOUTH AVE
TO DEAD END), MILL AND OVERLAY WITH CURBS, WEST STREET (BEECH AVE TO
PINE AVE), MILL AND OVERLAY, APPROXIMATE CONSTRUCTION COST -
$438,610.00, GRANT REQUEST - $420,000.00, GRANT AWARD - $§249,912.00

The Mayor inquired with Mr. Disko about the timeline for crosswalk painting and the removal of
leftover debris, confirming that these issues will be addressed within the next few weeks. Mr.
Disko explained that some pavement markings require removal, which necessitates a different
piece of equipment to complete the striping process. Regarding project MA-2025, Mr. Disko noted
that construction is anticipated for the spring. Design work will be carried out over the winter,
followed by submission to the NJDOT for approval. Once approved, the project will go out to bid
in January. The Mayor also asked Mr. Disko to inspect a small hole near the curb on Maple Street,
toward the dead end.

Report of Borough Attorney — no report

Report of Borough Administrator

On tonight’s agenda you will see Resolution No. 25-181 approving The Competitive Advantage
Companies as the Borough’s insurance broker. We had some questions posed about the process of
selecting The Competitive Advantage Companies. This occurred under a previous administrator
and I’m assuming they reached out to multiple brokers before making a decision that was in the
best interest of the Borough. The Borough does not pay fees to this broker—the fees are paid by
our insurer, BMED. Any other municipality that comes off state insurance would similarly go
through a broker to find savings. This arrangement has saved the borough substantial funds
compared to remaining on the state health benefits plan. We have been working with The
Competitive Advantage and wanted to ensure the public knows we are working with them, so for
transparency’s sake, we wanted to formalize it. Nothing has changed by doing this, everything will
continue as it has and we’ll continue to ask them for periodic reviews, as we did last year, to see
if there’s any other plans that would save the borough additional funds. It’s looking like the state
is going up 34% in health insurance costs next year. Our fund is anticipating closer to a 20-25%
increase, which, while still substantial, is significantly less than if we remained in the State Health
Benefits Plan. Resolution 25-183 is for the purchase of a Mason Dump Truck with Snow Plow for
public works. This was part of their capital request and was included in this year’s multipurpose
bond ordinance. The price for the Mason Dump came in about $5,000 less than anticipated.
Resolution 25-184 approves some additional hardware and equipment needed for installation of
LED speed limit signs in our Center Street Safety Corridor project. I asked the vendor if they could
reduce the cost of these since they did not include them in the first quote the borough approved,
but since it is a state contract purchase, they have no ability to adjust pricing in any way. The total
cost of the additional purchase is $788.47, but $304 of it comes from the infrastructure grant. This
fully expends the infrastructure grant for this year. Resolution 25-185 adjust the contract dates for
the borough’s Shared Services Agreement with the Plainfield Area Regional Sewage Authority.
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The original resolution, approved in 2024 while we were transitioning between municipal clerks
and had a part-time, temporary clerk, reflected a three-year contract, but the contract is actually a
five-year contract, so this resolution simply updates those dates. The annual Best Practices
Inventory was submitted to the state. This is required for state aid. A municipality needs a
minimum of 32 points to receive the full state aid amount. Garwood had a final score of 36.5
points. Thank you to Garwood’s CFO for finalizing this report. We are posting a call for mural
artists for the west side of the underpass. Submissions will be due December 15 to my email, j-
arthur@garwood.org. Details can be found on our website and social media. Please feel free to
reach out to me with any questions.

The Mayor clarified that the compensation for the mural is being funded through the Clean
Communities Grant and does not impact the current municipal budget. He also noted that the
Borough engaged Competitive Advantage to conduct a comprehensive review of its insurance
options. Following their evaluation, it was confirmed that BMED offers the most advantageous
plan for Garwood. The Mayor added that the Borough will continue to request regular reviews to
ensure Garwood maintains the most cost-effective and beneficial coverage. Additionally, the
Mayor inquired with Mr. Arthur about the schedule for tree planting, stump grinding, and related
plantings. Mr. Arthur responded that while specific dates are not yet confirmed, the work is
expected to take place within the next few weeks. Councilman Lazarow requested additional
information regarding the mural process. Mr. Arthur explained that the process includes
developing a mock-up concept of the mural design, with the final decision to be made by a
designated committee. Artists will be asked to submit sample artwork for consideration. The
Mayor further clarified that the advertisement for artist submissions has already been reviewed
and that the chosen theme for the mural is “Garwood: Then and Now.”

A brief reminder that Borough offices will be closed on Monday in observance of Columbus Day.
This announcement was made at the request of the Borough Clerk.

Report of Mayor Blumenstock

So, I’ll just touch on something before I move on to some updates, but I did just want to hit on it
tonight because I think it is such a dangerous road to go down. Campaigning in Garwood should
be about the different candidates putting forth their plans, their views on topics concerning
Garwood. It can even be about the comparison between different candidates and their views on
things. But when it involves making serious allegations against Councilmembers just to have some
campaign fodder and to provoke a reaction, I do think it’s gone too far. And accusing this Council
of missing money and implying its somehow stolen or going to places it shouldn’t isn’t something
I will take lightly. The bar may be lower for these sorts of things online for elected officials, but
you have to remember when you are making these accusations that you are essentially involving
Borough employees and accusing them of colluding in something like that. So, putting that out
there with no actual evidence is harmful, to them and to the Borough and I hope in the future, no
candidates will make these sorts of baseless claims without true evidence, as it only serves to hurt
the integrity of the community. The actual topic at hand, the sewer collection, we have discussed
over and over again. All of us up here, our administrator, our attorney, we have all provided
thorough explanations. You may not agree with it, and that’s fair, but to continually say you have
not been provided answers is just blatantly false. And by all means look to my explanation that I
provide once again this week on social media. I am not going to continue to give air to the idea
that we have not been completely transparent. It’s always the easiest thing that gets thrown at us,
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it’s an easy catch-all, that we’re not transparent. But the Borough’s finances are literally open
books. I am happy to still debate the merits, but I can’t continue to give that accusation any more
of our time. So, let’s move on to other Garwood business. A big thank you to our Scout Troops,
Bear Scout Pack 137, Webelos Pack 145 and Girl Scout Troop 41290 who volunteered this
weekend to help decorate our Borough for fall. JFK Plaza, the Rec Complex and Borough Hall are
all done up with haystacks and pumpkins, and we also thank those who donated decorations,
Luke’s Farm Stand and Bartell’s. The Green Team appreciates everyone who played a part. Some
Halloween fun coming up: the Garwood PBA is hosting Operation Safe and Spooky on October
18" where there will be a bouncy house, face painting, a balloon artist, music pizza and more. Join
the PBA from 12-5 at Washington School for a day of'ticks and treats! Then the following Saturday
on October 25", the Garwood PTA will be hosting Trunk or Treat at Lincoln School from 4-5:30.
Stop by and get some treats and check out some spooky or silly trunks. The Garwood Recreation
Committee and the Garwood Green Team will be joining in the fun. They are still looking for
more trunks as well as candy donations, so check out their page on Facebook for info. I have met
and talked with various stakeholder groups in the area to get some ideas and various possible areas
of focus for the circulation element. I spoke with the Board of Education Superintendent and
President, along with the Fire Department and First Aid Squad, as well as the Citizens Advisory
Panel who provided me with some great feedback that I was able to give to Harbor Consultants
who have begun working on the element. The next step will be to task a subcommittee to meeting
with Harbor to round out the specific goals and objectives for the plan. More on that as we move
forward. Also, today I met with Cranford’s Mayor and Engineer to discuss how we can work
together to accomplish our shared goals of flood mitigation. As you know, I’ve asked the Council
to fund a study next year looking at out sewers and hopefully providing various recommendations
on things we can do to lessen the flooding in our prone areas. Mr. Arthur has been looking into
this further and of course the area by Lidl where we border Cranford will be something we take a
look at. The good news is that Cranford will similarly be looking to do a study about the area that
borders Garwood near South and Elise to see what measure they can take, so I am hopeful we can
work together to see if we will be able to come up with a plan for that area to tackle. Their engineer
echoed what Mr. Disko has told us, that the real issue at play in that area is the 90 degree turn the
sewer makes, but we will continue to work together to see what improvements our two towns can
make together. In other news, the Borough will be putting out the call for mural artists. Utilizing
Clean Communities grants, which advocate for turning pedestrian areas into works of art, along
with some possible other grants, we are looking for proposals for designs for the west side of the
underpass. Again, I want to stress that funds for this project would be coming from a grant not
from our current budget. The mural can take a part of the wall or be divided into panels, and the
criteria can be found in the advertisement you should soon see on social media and online
platforms, so if you’re an interested artist keep an eye out for that. I’d like to give everyone an
update on the affordable housing challenge by the Paperboard owners. We have had two pre-
settlement meetings with Garden Homes and the adjudicators assigned to our case. As you know,
Garden Homes, though they presented and originally approved of the new 4™ round plan for
Paperboard, has challenged the Borough, citing that the project is now not financially feasible for
them due to rising interest rates and increased construction costs They are asking for a density at
60 units/acre rather than the currently assigned 40 units/acre. If the case is not resolved with a
settlement, then the Union County Mount Laurel Judge will ultimately make a decision. At our
last Council meeting, we retained a financial firm to analyze the financials provided by Garden
Homes and we will work with them to continue to defend our position. Part of Garden Home’s
position is that they have land carrying costs from all of these years, however, given that we signed
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both a redevelopment plan and a financial agreement back in 2018, I feel the residents of Garwood
should not be penalized for their lack of construction during these past seven years, and should not
shoulder the burden of those costs. We have another meeting scheduled in November and I will
remain hopeful that the judge in this case will see the validity in the arguments we will put forward.

Comments from the Council:
Councilwoman Boto — no comment
Councilman Foley — no comment
Councilman Kearney — no comment
Councilman Lazarow — no comment
Councilman Padusniak — no comment
Council President Nolde — no comment

MINUTES:
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on Thursday, September 25, 2025.

A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to accept the
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.

All in favor: v, opposed: none

COMMUNICATIONS: RECEIVED AND FILED
1. Township of Cranford — Introduced Ordinance No. 2025-18 — re: Tree Replacement
Standards.
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/ COMMUNCIATIONS - 2025-
18 Trees Township of Cranford.pdf

ORDINANCES:
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-25 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-25

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 115 ENTITLED “MISCELLANEOUS
OFFENSES”, ARTICLE I, “DISORDERLY AND OFFENSIVE CONDUCT”, ARTICLE II
“VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES”, AND CREATING NEW ARTICLES XI “PUBLIC
PROPERTY” AND XII “DISORDERLY CONDUCT”.

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) has previously adopted Chapter
115, which sets forth regulations and enforcement regarding inappropriate conduct in the
Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Council seeks to amend the Chapter with updated regulations,
enforcement, and penalties; and


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNCIATIONS_-_2025-18_Trees_Township_of_Cranford.pdf
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of
Garwood that Chapter 115 (Miscellaneous Offenses), Article I (Disorderly and Offensive
Conduct), Article IT (Violations and Penalties) of the Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood
is hereby amended and new Articles XI (Public Property) and Article XII (Disorderly Conduct)
are created as follows (additions underscored, deletions straek-through):

ARTICLE
Disorderly and Offensive Conduct

§ 115-1. Public peace and good order.
(1) Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to this
section: NOISE DISTURBANCE—Anysound-that:
(a) Endangersthesatety-or-health-ofanyperson:
(b) Distus b c | itivities:
(c) Endangers-personal-orrealproperty

PERSON — Any individual, corporation, company, association, society, firm,

partnership or other legal entity.

DISTURBANCE OF PEACE — Any conduct or behavior that causes or is likely to cause
public inconvenience, alarm, or discomfort to the residents of a residential area, including
but not limited to:

(a) Excessive noise. Engaging in loud, disruptive noise between the hours of 10 p.m.
and 7 a.m. that disturbs the peace and quiet of residential properties. This includes,
but is not limited to, loud music, shouting, vehicle noise, or the operation of

machinery.

(b) Loud gatherings or parties. Hosting or participating in gatherings or parties in
residential areas that produce excessive noise or disrupt the quiet enjoyment of
neighbors.

(c) Verbal altercations. Engaging in shouting, yelling, or the use of loud or offensive
language in a manner that disturbs the peace and quiet of residents.

(d) Disorderly conduct. Any physical altercation, violent behavior, or disruptive
conduct in residential areas, including any behavior that may result in the creation
of a public disturbance.

(e) Animal-related disturbances. The continuous or excessive barking, howling, or
other noise from domestic animals that causes a disturbance to neighbors,
especially during nighttime hours.

(f) Disruptive vehicle activity. Operating vehicles, motorcycles, or other motorized
transportation in a manner that causes excessive noise, such as revving engines,
loud music, or racing in residential areas.
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PROPERTY LINE — Either:
(a) The imaginary line that separates one parcel of real property from another; or

(b) The vertical or horizontal boundaries of a dwelling unit that is one in a
multi- dwelling-unit building.

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY — Property used for human habitation.

(2) Prohibited Conduct in Residential Areas:

(a) Excessive noise. Playing loud music, using loudspeakers, or making any other
form of noise that disrupts the peace and tranquility of residential
neighborhoods.

(b) Loud gatherings or parties. Hosting parties or gatherings that create excessive
noise or disturbance beyond reasonable levels, particularly during the nighttime
hours.

(c) Verbal disturbances. Engaging in shouting, arguing, or using profane or
offensive language that disrupts the quiet enjoyment of the neighborhood.

(d) Physical altercations. Participating in fights or other physical disturbances that
threaten public peace.

(e) Animal disturbances. Failing to control animals that produce continuous noise,
including excessive barking or howling., which disturbs the peace of nearby
residents.

(f) Vehicle noise. Operating motor vehicles, motorcycles, or any other transport in
a manner that produces loud, disruptive noise in residential areas.
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(3) Prohibited Conduct throughout the Borough of Garwood:

(a) Loading and unloading. Loading, unloading, opening, closing or other handling
of newspapers, boxes, crates, bundles, containers, building materials, liquids,
or the pneumatic or pumped loading or unloading of bulk materials in liquid,
gaseous, powder or pellet form, or the compacting of refuse by persons engaged
in the scavenging business, between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
weekdays, 8:00 a.m. Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. Sundays, when the sound
therefrom creates a noise disturbance across a residential property line.

(b) Standing motor vehicles. Operating or permitting the operation of any motor
vehicle whose manufacturer's gross weight is in excess of 10,000 pounds, or
any auxiliary equipment attached to such a vehicle, for a period of longer than
five minutes in any hour while the vehicle is stationary within 150 feet of any
residential property line between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
weekdays, 8:00 a.m. Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. Sundays.

(¢) Construction and demolition. Operating or permitting the operation of any tools
or equipment used in construction, drilling, earthmoving, excavating or
demolition work between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. weekdays, 8:00
a.m. Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. Sundays.

(d) Exhausts. Permitting or causing the discharge into the open air of the exhaust
of any steam engine, stationary internal-combustion engine or motor vehicle
except through a muffler or other device which effectively prevents a noise
disturbance.

(e) Yelling, shouting. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing on the public
streets, or within 150 feet of any residential property line, between the hours of
10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. weekdays, 8:00 a.m. Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. Sundays.

(f) Horns. The sounding of a horn or warning device on any automobile,
motorcycle, bus or other vehicle, except when required by law, or when
necessary to give timely warning of the approach of the vehicle, or as a warning
of impending danger to persons driving other vehicles, or to persons upon the
street. No person shall sound a horn or warning device on any automobile,
motorcycle, bus or other vehicle which emits an unreasonable loud or harsh
sound or for any unnecessary or unreasonable period of time.

(g) Equipment. The utilizing of any equipment, machine or other mechanical
device between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. weekdays, 8:00 a.m.
Saturdays and 9:00 a.m. Sundays, when the sound therefrom creates a noise
disturbance across a residential property line.
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(4) Exceptions. The provisions of this article shall not apply to:

(a) Noncommercial public speaking and public assembly activity lawfully
conducted on any public space or public right-of-way at any time other than
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. weekdays, 8:00 a.m. Saturdays
and 9:00 a.m. Sundays.

(b) Noise from municipally spensetred hosted celebrations or events.

(c) The emission of sound by any public entity or public utility in the performance
of any emergency work to deliver essential services, including, but not limited
to, water, gas, electricity, telephone, sewer facilities or public transportation
facilities, or to remove fallen trees on public rights-of-way, or to abate life-
threatening conditions.

(d) Emergency situations. Conduct that occurs as part of an emergency response by
law enforcement, fire. medical, or other emergency personnel.

(e) Government-sanctioned events. Public events, festivals, or other activities that are
permitted or licensed by the Borough or other governmental authorities and are
subject to prior approval.

(f) Construction and maintenance. Noise resulting from necessary construction,
repairs, or maintenance work, provided such activities occur during reasonable
hours as defined by local code or ordinance. In the event of emergency
circumstances, such as urgent repairs to essential infrastructure or public utilities,
construction and maintenance work may take place outside of established hours to
address immediate safety concerns or environmental hazards.

(g) Generators. The use of portable or standby generators is generally subject to
restrictions to ensure the safety, noise control, and overall harmony of the
community. However, the use of generators is permitted during officially declared
states of emergency or other natural events when such equipment is necessary to
provide adequate power to a structure. During these times, residents may operate
generators to maintain essential services such as refrigeration, heating, cooling, or
medical equipment. Once the emergency or event has passed and normal power is
restored, generator use must cease in accordance with standard policy.

(5) Penalties for Violation

(a) First Offense. Any person found in violation of this ordinance shall be issued a
citation and shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $250, and/or a written warning.

(b) Second Offense. Any person found in violation of this ordinance after having
received a written warning or citation for a prior offense within 6 months shall be
subject to a fine not exceeding $500 or imprisonment for up to 15 days, or both.

(c) Subsequent Offenses. For any person found in violation of this ordinance on 3 or
more occasions within 12 months, the individual shall be subject to a fine not
exceeding $1,000, imprisonment for up to 15 days, and may be subject to further
legal action under applicable state or local laws.
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(d) Court Action. Any person charged with violating this ordinance shall be entitled to
a hearing before the Borough of Garwood Municipal Court or appropriate judicial

authority.

(6) Enforcement

(a) The Garwood Police Department shall have the authority to enforce the provisions
of this ordinance, including the issuance of citations, fines, and, when necessary,
the arrest of individuals violating this ordinance.

(b) Law enforcement officers are authorized to respond to complaints from residents,
investigate incidents of disturbance, and take immediate action to restore peace
when necessary.

(7) Severability

If any part of this ordinance is determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the
remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

ARTICLE I
Violations and Penalties

§ 115-4. Penalty.

Any person who shall violate any provision of this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof;, be liable
to a fine of not more than $1,250, a term of imprisonment not exceeding 90 days or a period of
community service not exceeding 90 days, or any combination thereof. A separate offense shall
be deemed committed on each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues. The
aforementioned penalties are applicable only to an Article in this Chapter which does not already
have a specific penalty provision included within it.

§ 115-5. Continuing violations.

The imposition of a penalty, or penalties, for any violation of this chapter shall not excuse the
violation or permit it to continue and all such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such
violations forthwith, or within such reasonable times as prescribed by the Judge of the Municipal
Court, but not exceeding 30 days. If said violations are not corrected within the time prescribed
by the Court, then and in that event, the continued violation shall constitute a separate offense
hereunder.

ARTICLE XI
Public Property

§ 115-37. Destruction of public property.

(1) Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to this
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firm,

partnership or other legal entity.

PUBLIC PROPERTY — Property owned, leased, or controlled by the Borough of Garwood,

including but not limited to:

1.

AN

Streets, sidewalks and roadways.

Parks, recreational facilities, and playgrounds.

Buildings, structures, and other facilities owned by the Borough.

Public monuments, statues, and artwork.

Streetlights, traffic signs, and other traffic control devices.

Any other property, real or personal, owned by the Borough of Garwood.

(2) Prohibited Conduct. It shall be unlawful for any person, business, or entity to:

(a) Damage or deface public property by vandalism, graffiti, the

destruction of physical structures, or any other act that results in the

impairment, destruction, or alteration of public property.

(b) Tamper with or remove public property, including street signs, traffic

control devices, park equipment, or other Borough-owned items.

(c¢) Destroy or alter public monuments, statues, artwork, or other cultural

property owned by the Borough.

(d) Dump or dispose of materials, substances, or waste on public property

that may cause damage or pose a hazard to public health, safety. or the

environment.

(3) Penalties for Violation

(a) Civil Liability. Any person or entity found guilty of violating the

provisions of this ordinance shall be responsible for the full cost of

repairing, replacing, or restoring the damaged property, in addition to

any fines or penalties imposed.

(b) Fines:

- First offense. A fine not exceeding $500 or imprisonment for

up to 15 days, or both.

- Subsequent offenses. A fine not exceeding $1.000 or

imprisonment for up to 30 days, or both.

(c) Restitution. In addition to any fines, the violator may be required to

pay restitution for the actual damages caused, including the cost of

materials, labor, and any other associated expenses incurred by the

Borough in repairing the damaged property.
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(d) Criminal charges. In cases where the damage is deemed severe,
intentional, or part of an ongoing pattern of destructive behavior, the
violator may be subject to criminal charges under applicable state or
federal law, which may include additional fines and/or imprisonment.

(4) Enforcement

(a) The Garwood Police Department shall have the authority to enforce
the provisions of this ordinance and to investigate incidents of public
property damage.

(b) The Garwood Department of Public Works shall assist in assessing the
damage to public property and determining the cost of repair or

replacement.

(c) Law enforcement officers are authorized to issue citations, make
arrests, and take any appropriate action to enforce this ordinance.

(5) Report of Damages

(a) Any resident or individual who witnesses or becomes aware of damage
to public property is encouraged to report the incident to the Garwood
Police Department or the Borough’s Department of Public Works.

(b) The Borough will maintain a system for residents to report damages,
and investigations will be conducted.

(6) Exceptions. This ordinance shall not apply to damage caused by:

(a) Authorized persons or entities performing maintenance, construction,
or other activities as approved by the Borough, including work by the
Borough’s employees or contractors.

(b) Acts of God or other natural disasters, including but not limited to
floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, or other weather-related
events, provided such events were not caused by negligence or
unlawful conduct.

(7) Severability

If any part of this ordinance is determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be
invalid, the remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

ARTICLE XTI

Disorderly Conduct

§ 115-38. Disorderly conduct prohibited.

(1) Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to this section:
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PERSON — Any individual, corporation, company, association, society. firm,
partnership or other legal entity.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT — Any act, action, or behavior by a person that causes or is
likely to cause public inconvenience, annovance, alarm, or harm to the safety and well-being
of others, including but not limited to:

(a) Fighting or violent behavior. Engaging in physical altercations or
threats or violence that disturb the peace of others.

(b) Public intoxication. Being in a public place while under the influence
of alcohol, drugs, or any controlled substance, to the extent that such
behavior poses a danger to oneself or others.

(¢) Excessive noise. Engaging in loud, unreasonable noise that disrupts
public peace or the quiet enjoyment of public spaces or residential
areas.

(d) Disturbing the peace. Engaging in conduct that unreasonably disturbs
or interferes with others’ ability to enjoy public spaces, including
through the use of offensive language, gestures, or threats.

(e) Obstruction of public places. Blocking or obstructing pedestrian or
vehicular traffic in a manner that disrupts the normal flow of
movement or creates a safety hazard.

(2) Prohibited Conduct. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in disorderly
conduct as defined in the Definitions section within the limits of the Borough of
Garwood. Specifically, no person shall:

(a) Engage in any form of fighting, physical altercation, or violent
behavior in public spaces.

Intoxicate themselves to the point of endangering their own safety or
the safety of others in public spaces.

5

Produce excessive, unreasonable, or disruptive noise in public places.

Bk

Use offensive, profane, or vulgar language in a manner that disturbs or
disrupts public peace, particularly when directed at individuals or

groups.

(e) Obstruct or impede the normal flow of traffic, whether pedestrian or
vehicular, in a public place.

(3) Penalties for violation. Any person who violates the provisions of this ordinance shall
be subject to the following penalties:

(a) A fine not exceeding $500 for a first offense.

(b) A fine not exceeding $1,000 or imprisonment for up to 15 days for
subsequent offenses.
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(c) If the conduct results in injury to another person or property damage,
the violator may be subject to additional criminal charges and penalties
as provided by applicable state law.

(4) Enforcement

(a) The Garwood Police Department shall have the authority to enforce
the provisions of this ordinance, including the issuance of citations,
fines, and, when necessary, the arrest of individuals violating this
ordinance.

(b) Law enforcement officers are authorized to respond to complaints from
residents, investigate incidents of disturbance, and take immediate
action to restore peace when necessary.

(5) Severability

If any part of this ordinance is determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the
remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or
provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply
only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the
provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and
publication in accordance with applicable law.

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-25. NONE

Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-25. Yes
1. Bruce Paterson — 325 Willow Avenue — requested clarification if this initiative is being
generated in response to the bar on North Avenue, which has been associated with excessive
noise and disorderly conduct?

A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Lazarow to close Public
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-25.

All in favor: v, opposed: none

Discussion: The Mayor addressed the resident's concern, clarifying that the ordinance is not a
response to the bar on North Avenue. He explained that the initiative originated from Police
Chief Pridy. Chief Pridy confirmed that the ordinance is not related to any single location or
incident, but rather is the result of various issues the police have encountered since he took office.
The goal is to provide officers with the tools they need to effectively address concerns as they
arise. Councilman Kearney added that much of the ordinance text was developed by Chief Pridy
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in collaboration with the Municipal Court Administrator. During their review, it became apparent
that several sections of the Borough Code had not been updated in quite some time. He
emphasized the importance of funding a comprehensive code review, noting that this ordinance
addresses several issues that have come to light over time through observations and experiences
of the police department.

A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt
Ordinance No. 25-25.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

INTRODUCTION: NONE

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL.: Councilman Foley, Chair — no report

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair

17 Calls for service consisting of the following, 4 Mutual aids, 1 Structure fire, 1 Car fire, 1 Rubbish
fire, 5 Fire/ CO Alarms, 1 Gas odor, 3 Chemical investigations, 1 Landing Zone. In addition to the
above activity monthly training was held at the Union County Fire Academy consisting of Live Burn
training. Also as previously reported 8 members participated in a weekend long Water Rescue
Training achieving Water rescue operations certifications. These same 8 firefighters will be
doing weekend long training for Water Rescue Technician level certifications this weekend. This
Friday the Fire department will be doing it’s Fire Prevention program at Lincoln School.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair — no report

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair

In addition to their reoccurring activities, DPW employees completed residential pickup of household
waste and white goods. Weekly pick up of brush and grass. Cleaned up litter and debris at the Sports
and Recreation Complex, both sides of the underpass sidewalks on Center Street and Kennedy Plaza
and around the bus stop enclosures along North and South Avenues. Repaired broken street and traffic
signs in various locations of the Borough. Checked the roof drains on the municipal complex and
removed any accumulated leaves or debris. Met with the Shade Tree Officer at various times in
multiple locations within the Borough to discuss residential tree concerns. Assisted the Recreation
Director with the bi-monthly inspections of Hartman Park and the Sports Complex. Mowed, trimmed,
and maintained all municipal-owned properties and parks as needed. Continued the in-house shade
tree removal and pruning program. Removed the seasonal flowers from the roadside pots and planted
the fall mums. Assembled the new electronic pedestrian crossing signs. That concludes my report.
Thank you.
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POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair

The police committee met earlier today, and continued discussions on the topics of traffic and
pedestrian safety, e-bikes, parking, and code updates. We’re also in discussion regarding the
Willow Avenue bump outs, since the trial period with EZ Ride is now over as the Mayor reported
in our last Council meeting. We expect to have recommendations out of committee on all of these
topics by the end of the year. I also have the September police activity report: The Garwood Police
Department has recorded 2595 calls during the month of September, 2025. These calls include but
are not limited to: 410 motor vehicle stops, 65 parking complaints, 188 fixed traffic posts (Radar,
Stop Sign, Distracted Driving), 358 building/property checks, 50 medical assists, 88 community
policing posts, 17 walking posts, 29 suspicious person/vehicles investigated, 45 criminal
investigations, 21 motor vehicle crashes, In the month of September members of the Police
Department attended the following training: Officer Kerr attended a Senior radar instructors'
course which he successfully completed and is now a certified radar instructor, since finishing the
class he has trained 5 officers in radar instruction and will conduct the recertification classes. This
allows us to schedule in house radar instruction instead of sending Officers out to the Police
Academy, and we can also offer this training to other agencies. Officer Matos and Officer
Shoenberger completed the initial ALCO test operator course, Officer Witzel attended an Adult
Mental Health First Aid class, and Lt. Perrotta attended a OPRA and Records management course
which breaks down the New Jersey's OPRA statute and how to supervise the records function in
an expeditious and efficient manner. The Garwood Police Department will be hosting the NJ Motor
Vehicle Commission at the Recreation Center parking lot on Thursday, October 16, 2025. The
MVC is in charge of the appointment process, and they will be live on their website starting on
Tuesday, October 14, at 2pm, so be sure to log in and grab your appointment! Some services
offered will be REAL ID’s, license and registration renewals, and other services which will be
listed on the website. Also, on October 25, 2025, the Garwood Police Department will be taking
part in the DEA National Takeback Initiative from 10 AM to 2 PM at Borough Hall. This is the
day to dispose of all your unused, unwanted, and expired medications, keep an eye on the Garwood
Police Department social media pages for more info on what will and will not be accepted on this
day.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair

Community Engagement Report 10/9/25 Recreation: There’s still time to register for the
Science Surprise and Legends & Lore classes, which will now begin on Oct. 20™. These classes
are provided by Mad Science and Crayola Arts Academy and are open to grades K-5th. Register
at www.garwoodrec.com. Don’t forget to register for the following adult programs: Adult Open
Play Soccer on Fridays, Adult Open Play Basketball on Wednesdays, Adult Ceramics: the
first one for the fall season will take place on Wednesday, October 22", Canvas Painting: Will
take place on Wednesday, December 3™ Winter Programs: Youth Basketball: Youth basketball
is back and will run from December until February. Be on the lookout for registration info! Cheer
and Dance Squirts will be taking place inside the Rec Center in January and February 2026 on
Saturdays and is open to ages 3-8. Upcoming Events: Upcoming Fall events, hosted by the
Garwood Recreation Committee, include: The Halloween Parade and Costume Contest is taking
place on Halloween night. The parade will start at 7 pm at Borough Hall. The costume contest is
open to all ages! The Halloween Decorating Contest is back! Enter the contest by October 25™ to
win bragging rights and a gift card! Categories are Spookiest, Funniest, and Most Creative. Enter
the contest by clicking on the link or scanning the QR code on the Garwood Borough website’s
Halloween Decorating Contest page. The Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture is pleased to
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announce the October art exhibit “Fall into Art.” At Alonso’s Cafe (348 North Ave.), the nature
photography of Katie Carolan is displayed. Al’s Deli (345 North Ave.)features the dramatic photos
of Steve Barcan. The Garwood Public Library (411 3rd Ave.) is showing the altered book by poet
and artist, Amanda Berry. Krissia Thaiane, fiber artist and member of GPAC, is showing her
newest pieces at Borough Hall (403 South Ave.). Please join the artists for a tour of the exhibits
beginning at 10:00 AM on Saturday, October 11, at Alonso’s Cafe, 348 North Ave.

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow

The library has changed its hours to accommodate Lincoln School students as follows:

Monday -Tuesday 9 am to 8pm, Wednesday and Thursday 10 am to 8 pm, Friday — 9 am to 4:30,
Saturday — 10 am to 1 pm. September 26 through October 21 — Pick up a Wooden witch or
ghost from the library while they last. Use your imagination to paint the figures for Halloween.
Don’t forget to put your name on the back. Return it to the library for display through October 21,
then take it home for Halloween. Each participant will receive a goody bag when they return a
decorated pumpkin. For Kids in kindergarten through 8" Grade. October 14 @ 3pm — Virtual
Adult - Craft Pick up supplies and instructions for a Halloween inspired craft. Registration is
required for craft kits and is limited to 15 participants. Sign up on the library’s website calendar
or by phone. October 22 at 7 pm Ghoulish Delights - Dessert Contest! Think your spooky
sweets can steal the show? Join the library on October 22 at 7 PM at the Garwood Library for the
Ghoulish Delights Dessert Contest — a Halloween-inspired bake-off where adults put their
creepiest, crawliest, and most creative desserts to the test! Prizes will be given based on taste and
presentation.

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney
The next Garwood Board of Education meeting is scheduled for October 14th, 2025.

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock — no report

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney — no report

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley — no report

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney
The next Planning Board meeting is scheduled for October 22nd, 2025.

OFFICER’S REPORTS:

Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for September, 2025
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers Report -
_September_2025(1).pdf

Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for September, 2025
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement Report 9.2025.pdf

A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to accept
Officer’s reports.
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All in favor: v, opposed: none

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone,
and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

1.

John Prichard, 410 Spruce Avenue — We need to support our police, fire and
rescue squads. We need them in times of emergency. Need to also back our military.
During Vietnam, three men from Garwood lost their lives.

Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue — A question was raised regarding the
number of parking tickets issued in the past month. Additionally, there was a
comment concerning sewer fees and the appropriation of those funds, with a request
for greater transparency and clarity on how the money is being utilized.

Laura Spina Thompson, 320 Pine Avenue — A suggestion was made for the
Garwood Public Arts Council (GPAC) and local students to participate in the
creation of the mural. A question was also raised regarding the benefits of the
Borough’s shared services agreement with PARSA. In reference to the disturbance
ordinance, clarification was requested on whether it addresses specific noise
concerns, such as fireworks, noise from Crossroads, and residents operating snow
blowers as early as 4:00 a.m.

Michele Capobianco, 404 Myrtle Ave — [ am writing to express my concern
regarding the apparent lack of both a formal agreement and lack of resolutions in
the Borough’s handling of its health insurance broker relationship over the past two
and a half years. On August 28, 2025, I submitted an OPRA request to the Garwood
Municipal Clerk requesting the contract/ agreement between the Borough and its
health insurance broker, The Competitive Advantage Companies. After some
follow up communications, I received a final response from the Clerk on September
Oth stating that no such record existed. Following that, I reviewed Borough
resolutions dating back to 2023 when Garwood transitioned from the New Jersey
State Health Benefits Program to the Gateway BMED Health Fund. Unable to
locate any resolutions appointing an insurance broker, I submitted another OPRA
request on September 10th specifically seeking any resolutions appointing The
Competitive Advantage Companies as the Borough’s health insurance broker. On
September 18th I was informed once again by the Clerk that no such record existed.
However, on tonight’s Council agenda, I see Resolution 25-181, which officially
awards professional services for insurance consultant/broker services to The
Competitive Advantage Companies. This demonstrates to me that no formal
agreement or appointment existed prior to this resolution despite the fact that The
Competitive Advantage Companies has been acting in that role and has been
compensated via the Gateway BMED Health Fund since at least May 2023. This
raises several questions: ¢« How was The Competitive Advantage Companies
allowed to conduct business on behalf of/with the Borough of Garwood as their
health insurance consultant/broker and receive monthly payments from Gateway
BMED without a formal approved agreement/contract or resolution in place? « How
could this oversight continue for more than two years without detection until
triggered by my recent inquiries via OPRA requests? * What process was initially
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used by the Borough to select The Competitive Advantage Companies as it’s
insurance consultant/broker? « Will there be any reviews or audits conducted to
examine similar potential lapses in the Borough’s other service agreements to
ensure this does not happen again? Lastly, the language in resolution 25-181 states
under #2 that the Borough’s Insurance broker, The Competitive Advantage
Companies “shall not receive fees from the Borough of Garwood,” While this
assertion may be technically correct, it is very misleading. In reality, the Borough’s
Insurance broker is most definitely being compensated, not through a direct
payment from the Borough’s funds but rather through fees embedded within the
Gateway BMED health insurance premiums. Broker Fees/Commissions are paid
monthly directly from the Gateway BMED health fund to The Competitive
Advantage Companies, the fees are currently more than $3,800.00 monthly. These
costs are ultimately passed on to the Borough and its active and retired employees
in the form of higher Gateway BMED Health premium costs. The public and
Borough employees deserve transparency to understand that while no direct
payment may be made from the Borough, the health insurance broker’s
compensation is still funded indirectly through Garwood’s public funds via the
Gateway BMED health insurance premiums.

A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to close public
comment.

All in favor: v, opposed: none

Discussion: The Mayor addressed Mr. Paterson’s inquiry regarding parking tickets, advising him
to follow up with Police Chief Pridy after the meeting for the most accurate data. Ms. Thompson’s
suggestion regarding student participation in the mural project was welcomed. Students are
encouraged to submit artwork and take part in the process. An official call for submissions will be
shared with local schools, the Garwood Public Arts Council (GPAC), and the general public. In
response to the question about PARSA, Mr. Arthur explained that the organization is responsible
for cleaning the Borough’s sewer lines. He noted that their services are both beneficial and cost-
effective compared to other available options, and the work is part of ongoing maintenance. Chief
Pridy clarified that the proposed disturbance ordinance will give the police greater authority to
address a variety of quality-of-life issues, including those currently requiring involvement from
the Health Department. This will streamline enforcement and improve responsiveness. Ms.
Capobianco’s concerns were addressed in Mr. Arthur’s report. If additional questions or concerns
arise, she is encouraged to contact Mr. Arthur directly.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda;
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-181

RESOLUTION AWARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
FOR INSURANCE CONSULTANT/BROKER SERVICES

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood seek to appoint an Insurance
Consultant/Broker Services for the purposes of health insurance matters; and

WHEREAS, The Competitive Advantage Companies has been identified as possessing
expertise in broker services as it relates to health insurance matters; and

WHEREAS, the said Governing Body has determined that such services are professional
services as defined in the Local Public Contracts Law of the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law requires that a notice stating the nature,
duration, services and amount of each contract awarded as a professional services contract be
printed once in the official newspaper of the municipality;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:

1. That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized and directed to execute an agreement
with The Competitive Advantage Companies, 54 Broad Street, Suite 200, Red
Bank, New Jersey 07701 for health insurance matters for the Borough of Garwood;

and
2. That said Contractor shall not receive fees from the Borough of Garwood; and
3. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this

resolution and the professional services contract on file and available for public
inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk; and

4. That the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish a copy of this
notice as required by law.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-182

APPROVING REFUND OF TAX OVERPAYMENT

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of
Union, State of New Jersey, hereby approve the CFO/Treasurer to issue a check to refund the tax
overpayment on the following property:

PROPERTY OWNER/ADDRESS BLK/LOT AMOUNT
Anne Young-Lospinoso 106/8.1 C0039 $1,256.44
611 Maple Court

Garwood, NJ 07027
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REFUND TO:

Anne Young-Lospinoso
611 Maple Court
Garwood, NJ 07027

Amount of refund: $1,256.44

EXPLANATION: Tax Assessor granted a Fully Disabled Widow of Veteran Tax Exemption on
September 3, 2025. 3™ Quarter 2025 taxes were paid by the homeowner resulting in an
overpayment.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-183

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF CONTRACT(S) FOR VEHICLE
PROCUREMENT THROUGH SOURCEWELL NATIONAL COOPERATIVE
PURCHASING AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey
(“Garwood”) is permitted to participate in national cooperative purchasing agreements and award
contracts pursuant thereto under the authority of N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2b.(3) and Local Finance Notice
(LFN) 2012-10. Garwood has been an active member of Sourcewell, a national cooperative
purchasing organization, since 2009; and

WHEREAS, Sourcewell, through its publicly awarded and competitively solicited
contract process, has awarded Contract #091521-NAF for the procurement of “Cars, Trucks, Vans,
SUVs, Cab Chassis, and Other Vehicles” to National Auto Fleet Group, 490 Auto Center Drive,
Watsonville, CA 95076; and

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase is provided through Bond Ordinance 25-18 in
the total amount of $130,669.64;

WHEREAS, Garwood desires to procure the following equipment under said Sourcewell
contract:

1. One (1) 2026 Ford Super Duty F-550 DRW XL 4WD Regular Cab 145” WB 60” CA with
additional add-on options in the amount of $62,381.35, and

2. Furnish and Installation of Airflo PCS-9-3-SSU Stainless Steel Dump Body and Western
8.5 MVP Snow Plow With Rubber Snow Deflectors, provided by H.A. DeHart & Son as
part of the complete upfit in the amount of $68,288.29; and

WHEREAS, notice of intent to award such contract(s) was published in accordance with
applicable regulations, with opportunity for public comment provided up to 11:00 a.m. on
October 9, 2024. The Borough Clerk has made available information regarding the contract for
public inspection at the Borough Clerk’s Office and online at https://garwood.org; and
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WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough of Garwood to procure this equipment
through the Sourcewell cooperative contract to ensure cost efficiency, quality assurance, and
compliance with state procurement laws.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough
of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. The Borough of Garwood hereby authorizes the award of a contract to National Auto Fleet
Group, 490 Auto Center Drive, Watsonville, CA 95076, under Sourcewell Contract
#091521-NAF, for the purchase of the above-listed vehicle and equipment, including the
dump body and snow plow installation.

2. The total cost of the contract shall be in accordance with the pricing set forth under the
Sourcewell contract and any applicable add-ons and installation services.

3. The Borough Clerk is directed to file and retain the appropriate documentation related to
this cooperative purchase in accordance with applicable New Jersey statutes and
administrative codes.

4. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate the
contract and disburse payment accordingly.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-184

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT QUOTE FROM
NATIONAL HIGHWAY PRODUCTS FOR HARDWARE AND EQUIPMENT FOR LED
SPEED LIMIT SIGNS

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has received Quote QT034630 from National
Highway Products, Inc., 301 Riverside Drive, Building D, Millville, NJ 08332 in the amount of
seven hundred and eight-eight dollars and forty-seven cents ($788.47) for hardware and equipment
for LED speed limit signs; and

WHEREAS, the LED speed limit signs and related equipment are available from National
Highway Products through Somerset County Co-Op, CC-0099-24; and

WHEREAS, the funding for this purchase shall be provided from the following sources:
the 2025 Infrastructure Grant in the amount of $304.07; the 2025 Municipal Budget in the amount
of $216.58; and the remaining $267.82 shall be funded through Bond Ordinance 25-18;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that:
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1. The contract quote submitted by National Highway Products in the amount of
$788.47 is hereby approved.

2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to effectuate

the contract and disburse payment accordingly.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough
Treasurer executing the appropriate Certification of Funds.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-185

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH
PLAINFIELD AREA REGIONAL SEWAGE AUTHORITY

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood previously adopted Resolution No.
24-163; and

WHEREAS, the contract has been in full force and effect since October 1, 2024; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the effective term of the Shared Services

Agreement shall be amended to reflect a five-year duration, commencing on October 1, 2024, and
concluding on September 30, 2029.

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL:

A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt Consent
Agenda.

Discussion: None

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: NONE

NEW BUSINESS:
2025 Best Practices Inventory has been filed with DCA

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed
and ratified.
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A motion was made by Councilman Foley second by Councilman Kearney to adopt Payment of
Claims Resolution.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Municipal Clerk to read the following:

RESOLUTION NO. 25-186

CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR
THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS AND MATTERS OF
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE RELATING TO COURT SHARED SERVICES AND
IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A., 10:4-12, Closed session, Meetings open to public;
exclusion of public; subject of matter.

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood to
conduct an executive session closed to the public in order to discuss the above listed matter.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood
hereby move to go into executive session in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public
Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et. seq., for the purpose of discussing the subject stated above.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the matters discussed in and minutes of the closed
session shall be disclosed to the public when the reason for confidentiality no longer exists. Action
may be taken.

A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt Resolution
#25-186.

All in favor: v, opposed: none

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

RE-OPEN MEETING:

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Kearney to resume the
regular session.

All in favor: v, opposed: none
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ADJOURNMENT:

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, October 23, 2025 at
7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org/gb_notices

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Councilman Kearney to adjourn.

All in favor: v, opposed: none

Time:8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

p ilhicca [faﬁmz/

Patricia Vazquez
Acting Borough Clerk
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