
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
June 26, 2025 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on 
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 

ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock Present 
Councilwoman Boto Present Councilman Lazarow  Present 
Councilman Foley Present Councilman Padusniak Present 
Councilman Kearney Present Council President Nolde Present 

Roll call staff and professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 

First Order of Business: 
Presentation of Community Spirit Award to Sheila Moreira 
Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation to Lincoln School Builder’s Club 

Reports: 
Report of Borough Attorney – no report 

Report of Borough Administrator 
We are introducing an ordinance for alcohol consumption in restaurants on Sundays beginning at 
9 a.m. This would not be for opening liquor stores that early. At our last meeting, we mentioned 7 
a.m. but this has been changed to 9 a.m. Garwood’s new Code Enforcement and Rental Property
Administrator is scheduled to begin work on Monday, June 30. Now that the estoppel period has
ended for our recent multipurpose bond ordinance, we are working on beginning many of the
projects that were included in that ordinance. You will see some resolutions at upcoming meetings
approving contracts for some of those projects.

Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
I hope everyone’s doing ok after the blistering heat wave we had.  I know so many residents were 
without power for a long time on Tuesday going into Wednesday morning.  The Police keep up to 
date during these outages with PSE&G, and get estimates for the powers return, but again, when its 
widespread like this, they are estimates and are subject to change as we saw that day when the timing 
for power restoration kept getting moved back. Thank you to our PD who continually checked on our 
seniors in need during the outage.  Borough Hall is a designated cooling station, so while I hope there 
is no future occurrence, please know that anyone can come here to cool off whenever they need. This 
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was the first time I believe in my tenure that the power was off for so long during such an incredible 
heat wave, so it did bring something to my attention that hadn’t come up before.  While service dogs 
are of course allowed in the municipal building, pets are obviously not allowed, which can obviously 
be a problem in the intense heat we had.  There is a lot on the reasoning side as to why pets wouldn’t 
be allowed here, including the fact that we’re not qualified to be considered a shelter, and of course 
there could be various liability.  But I’d like to ask the Police Committee to take a look at this.  There 
may be something we can do, perhaps some policy we can put in place or even maybe somewhere 
we can partner with that can allow pets should something like this happen again.  Certainly not going 
to be a quick easy answer, but I’d like to start looking into it. We’ve had some more great events here 
in Garwood.  This past Saturday, Safer Streets Day saw lots of residents, both adults and kids come 
out to help paint the curb bump outs, along with EZ-Ride volunteers who helped guide the project.  
All of the materials were provided by NJTPA through their demo library grant. Thank you to everyone 
who participated, including my fellow Councilmembers, as well as our Borough Administrator, John 
Arthur. Everyone braved the ridiculously hot temps and it was much appreciated, and I think the end 
result is not only a helpful measure for slowing cars but it definitely looks pretty beautiful in our 
downtown. Our Police Department also needs a big thanks, as they were out there, keeping our streets 
safe for us and also promoting bike helmets, giving out coupons to the kids who biked by or came to 
help out. Garwood’s businesses were also an important part of the day with Lidl providing juices and 
breakfast pastries, and Lorenzo’s proving the group pizza following the event.  All in all, a fantastic 
community effort! The week before, Garwood celebrated Pride in conjunction with the Public 
Library.  New York Times Bestselling author Robb Pearlman read from one of his children’s books, 
arts and crafts were made and lots of pride snacks were shared.  Though the rain didn’t allow for a 
chalk the walk, we still had a fun celebration and I want to thank Librarian MaryAnne Duffy for 
helping put the event together with us. As we close out June, I want to congratulate both the 8th grade 
class of Lincoln School and the seniors at Arthur L. Johnson High School and the Union County 
Magnet High School on their graduation.  It was a special time for me, with Cece graduating Lincoln 
School and my niece and nephew graduating ALJ.  They all deserve a great celebration for all their 
hard work, as do all of their teachers who we thank for another great year! Last week, the Raritan 
Valley Line Mayors Alliance met with NJ Transit and Amtrak to discuss progress on the Gateway 
project. Phase 1, which includes the Portal North Bridge and the Hudson Tunnel Project, is underway, 
and funding for that phase is complete. However, Phase 2, which includes several bridge repairs, the 
Hunter flyover and expansion of Penn Station, which all need to be done for any real resulting 
progress to our line to happen, still doesn’t have funding.  Our state and federal counterparts were 
represented at this meeting and we asked them to head back to DC and Trenton to lobby on our behalf.  
And as you see in our consent agenda, the Federal government is now looking to decrease funding 
below where it currently sits for the northeast corridor on Amtrak. I hope the Council will support me 
in voting for this resolution to urge Congress to bring the northeast corridor funding back and then to 
also continue to urge our federal representative to help fund Phase 2 of Gateway.  Any real chance in 
obtaining one seat rides on the RVL and improving our residents’ commute needs all these necessary 
pieces to be in place.  And decreasing current funding is, as we can see with this heat, a disaster 
waiting to happen. I mentioned earlier that the police have been promoting bike helmets by giving 
out coupons, so I just wanted to remind everyone that anyone under 17 must wear one by law.  And 
I also want to quickly discuss e-bikes and scooters.  Most of the types of E-bikes and scooters you’re 
seeing are class 1 and 2 and held to the same laws as bicycles. They are not allowed on the sidewalks, 
helmets for those under 17 must be worn, and they have a speed limit of 20 mph.  They also have to 
yield to pedestrians in the same ways as regular bikes.  I ask that parents go over these rules with their 
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kids, whether they’re using regular bikes or e-bikes and make sure they understand that police officers 
are watching out to see if they’re in violation.  
 
Comments from the Council: 
 
Councilwoman Boto 
Thank you, Mayor. Congratulations to Ms. Moreira. When I first heard her poem at GPAC’s Poetry 
event I felt her message embodied our community and I am so glad she received the Community 
Spirit Award tonight. It is well deserved. This is kind of a full circle moment for me.  Unbeknownst 
to me, my daughter used to babysit her kids while in college.  I only found out at the GPAC poetry 
event when Sheila heard my last name.  She would always tell me how nice the family was and how 
well the kids behaved. I think it is also part of the reason she decided to go to Law School.  I am really 
happy you chose her poem for Garwood. Also, Congratulations also to the Lincoln School Builder’s 
Club and thank you for all your work.  
 
Councilman Foley 
Wished everyone in Garwood and happy and safe Fourth of July. 
 
Councilman Kearney 
Thank you, Mayor.  I’m going to frontload my Police Committee report here tonight, since there’s a 
few things I want to highlight before we proceed with the agenda, and I’m also looking for a bit of 
Council discussion on one item. We have Ordinance 25-20 on for intro tonight, which we discussed 
earlier this week in the Police Committee and Mr. Arthur also touched on in his report. The committee 
agreed to adjust the model language provided with the Mayor’s referral to a 9 am start time, in line 
with most of our surrounding towns, for the Sunday sale of alcoholic beverages. The Ordinance is 
recommended unanimously by the police committee and I am requesting full Council support for it 
tonight. We discussed the Axon contract the Chief just spoke to us about, and Resolution 25-140 is 
recommended out of the police committee. The Chief is working with us to assess the paid parking 
program as we are about a year into it. We will be looking at the program over our summer committee 
meetings, and will see if any changes are recommended by what the data is showing us. The 
committee had extensive discussion on traffic safety, specific to the intersection of Spruce and West. 
Working with the Chief of Police, we will be adding “dangerous intersection” signage on approaches, 
and officers have been assigned to directed enforcement in the area. We are continuing discussion on 
additional traffic calming measures, including but not limited to rumble strips, a four way stop, and 
the sight lines of the intersections. Regarding the four way stop, this is something which requires a lot 
of data and evidence of crashes for the state DOT to approve it, so while it’s not off the table we 
would be awhile away from what we need to make it happen. I would like to discuss the sight line 
suggestion, which means moving back the no parking lines on certain approaches. This would likely 
result in losing a few parking spaces on the street, which is something I’m willing to do if it’s needed, 
but I’m curious what the rest of the Council thinks about the idea. DISCUSSION Setup and officer 
training is continuing on the UrbanSDK program I reported on at previous meetings. When this is up 
to running, it will provide the Police with nearly real-time traffic and speed data, as well as the ability 
to look at past dates and times. This will be a huge help in directing police enforcement and the 
Council with safety upgrades going forward. 
 
Councilman Lazarow 
No comments. 
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Councilman Padusniak 
I’d like to thank everyone who came out to paint the curb bump outs, especially given the heat. Few 
things are more beautiful than neighbors getting together to make their town safer and more beautiful. 
I’ve added a resolution in favor of the Climate Superfund Act to the agenda tonight. This bill, now 
before the state senate, would hold to account major corporate polluters and make the gathered monies 
available to municipalities in the form of grants for climate-based damage remediation and 
prevention. We’ve seen multiple major storms and floods this last decade, among other forms of 
pollution. I think the act promises direct benefit to the borough. I hope the council will support it. 
Great news! I can offer a major Film Ready update. Tonight, we have a resolution on the agenda to 
appoint John Arthur, our BA, Garwood’s Film Ready liaison. With that settled, the borough will have 
only one more step toward certification: passing an ordinance. I’ll be circulating that to my colleagues 
this week for potential introduction at our next meeting. Speaking of circulation, each of my fellow 
council-people should have in front of them a packet pertaining to the potential acquisition of 421 
Second Ave, between Hartman Park and the First Aid Squad. In that packet, you will find information 
about the borough’s financial situation, how a purchase might affect it, and what the process for 
acquisition looks like. The owner of the property came to us and asked if the municipality might be 
interested. After long discussions about financial impact and prospective uses in the Community 
Development committee, we are recommending the council consider the purchase. I invite my 
colleagues to share their thoughts. 
 
Council President Nolde 
Wished everyone a happy Fourth of July and wished teachers and students a happy and safe 
summer.  
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on June 12, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept the 
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: RECEIVED AND FILED 

1. Township of Cranford Notice of Public Hearing on the Proposed Fourth Round Housing 
Element and Fair Share Plan 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Township_of_Cranford_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_on_the_
Proposed_4th_Round_Housing_Element.pdf  

 
2. Revision to RVSA Annual Meeting Notice – July meeting now July 10, 2025 at 5:30 pm 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Revision_to_RVSA_Annual_Meeting_Notice_06-13-
2025.pdf  
 

3. RVSA Approved minutes from June 2025 Regular Meeting 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Township_of_Cranford_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_on_the_Proposed_4th_Round_Housing_Element.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Township_of_Cranford_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_on_the_Proposed_4th_Round_Housing_Element.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Township_of_Cranford_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_on_the_Proposed_4th_Round_Housing_Element.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Revision_to_RVSA_Annual_Meeting_Notice_06-13-2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Revision_to_RVSA_Annual_Meeting_Notice_06-13-2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Revision_to_RVSA_Annual_Meeting_Notice_06-13-2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_June_2025_approved_regular_meeting_minutes.pdf
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1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_June_2025_approved_regular_meeting_minutes.pdf  
 
ORDINANCES:   
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-19 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-19  
 

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE 2025 ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $385,000 TO PAY THE 
COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE A STATE GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE 
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE 
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS. 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County 
of Union, New Jersey, as follows: 
 Section 1.  The Borough of Garwood, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey (the 
"Borough"), is hereby authorized to resurface the following roads in the Borough as the 2025 Road 
Improvement Project (including tree planting and storm and sanitary sewer, sidewalk, curb and 
driveway apron improvements, where necessary): 
  East Street (from South Avenue to Myrtle Avenue) 
  New Street (from Myrtle Avenue to Rankin Avenue) 
  Walnut Street (from North Avenue to Third Avenue) 
Depending upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval by the 
Borough Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the above list.  Said improvements 
shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor.  It is hereby 
determined and stated that said roads being improved are of "Class B" or equivalent construction 
as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes 
Annotated, as amended; the "Local Bond Law"). 
 Section 2.  The sum of $385,000 is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of 
making the improvements described in Section 1 of this ordinance (hereinafter referred to as 
"purpose").  Said appropriation shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized 
and the State grant appropriated by this ordinance.  No down payment is required pursuant to the 
provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:2-11(c) because this ordinance involves a project to be funded by a 
State grant.  Said improvements shall be made as general improvements and no part of the cost 
thereof shall be assessed against property specially benefited. 
 Section 3.  It is hereby determined and stated that (1) the making of such improvements is 
not a current expense of said Borough, and (2) it is necessary to finance said purpose by the 
issuance of obligations of said Borough pursuant to the Local Bond Law, and (3) the estimated 
cost of said purpose is $385,000, and (4) $346,690 of said sum is to be provided by a State grant 
hereinafter appropriated, and (5) the estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes necessary to 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_June_2025_approved_regular_meeting_minutes.pdf
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be issued for said purpose is $38,310, and (6) the cost of such purpose, as hereinbefore stated, 
includes the aggregate amount of $41,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost 
of such purpose, including architect's fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal 
expenses and other expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by 
Section 20 of the Local Bond Law. 
 Section 4.  It is hereby determined and stated that the sum of $346,690 received or to be 
received as a grant from the State of New Jersey Department of Transportation is hereby 
appropriated to the payment of the cost of such purpose. 
 Section 5.  To finance said purpose, bonds of said Borough of an aggregate principal 
amount not exceeding $38,310 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  
Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the 
limitations prescribed by law.  All matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this 
ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter adopted. 
 Section 6.  To finance said purpose, bond anticipation notes of said Borough of an 
aggregate principal amount not exceeding $38,310 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to 
the Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In the event that bonds are 
issued pursuant to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be issued 
shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal amount of the bonds so issued.  If the 
aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any 
time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section, the moneys raised by the issuance of said 
bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of such notes 
then outstanding. 
 Section 7.  Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated on 
or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall 
bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed 
by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and within limitations prescribed by the 
Local Bond Law.  Each of said notes shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and 
shall be under the seal of said Borough and attested by the Borough Clerk.  Said officers are hereby 
authorized to execute said notes and to issue said notes in such form as they may adopt in 
conformity with law.  The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not 
determined by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief 
Financial Officer who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time to time 
in the manner provided by law. 
 Section 8.  It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness of said 
purpose, according to its reasonable life, is a period of ten years computed from the date of said 
bonds. 
 Section 9.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement 
required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk 
of said Borough, and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said Borough, as 
defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased by this ordinance by $38,310 and that 
the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this ordinance will be within all debt limitations 
prescribed by said Local Bond Law. 
 Section 10.  Any funds received from private parties, the County of Union, the State of 
New Jersey or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or 
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any of its agencies in aid of such purpose (other than the State grant hereinbefore appropriated 
which shall be applied to the cost of such purpose, but shall not be applied to the payment of 
outstanding bond anticipation notes and the reduction of the amount of bonds authorized), shall be 
applied to the payment of the cost of such purpose, or, if bond anticipation notes have been issued, 
to the payment of the bond anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purpose 
shall be reduced accordingly. 
 Section 11.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this 
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the 
Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as 
approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough 
Clerk and is available for public inspection. 
 Section 12.  The Borough intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the 
improvements described in Section 1 of this bond ordinance.  If the Borough incurs such costs 
prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Borough hereby states its reasonable expectation to 
reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the maximum 
principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.    
 Section 13.  The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual 
payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said 
obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Borough, and the Borough 
shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Borough for the payment 
of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount. 
 Section 14.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof 
after final passage. 
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-19. 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-19. 
 
Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue – asked whether bonding in previous month and this bond was 
different and asked to confirm the amount of grant for the road improvement. Also asked what is the 
total bond amount now? 
 
A motion was made by Council President Nolde, second by Councilman Padusniak to close 
Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-19.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: yes 
 
The Mayor confirmed that the bonding from the previous month was a different bond and that 
most the road project is covered by the grant. The Mayor stated that the net debt ratio is still 
approximately .8%.  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Padusniak to adopt Ordinance 
No. 25-19. 
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ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-20 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-20 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 52, ENTITLED “ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES”, 
ARTICLE I, “SALE AND TRANSPORTATION”, SUBSECTION 52-6, “HOURS OF 
OPERATION”. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”) has previously adopted Chapter 52, 
Subsection 52-6 which sets forth the hours of operation for alcoholic beverage sales; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council seeks to amend the Code to update the hours of operation 

for retail consumption and retail distribution; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the governing body of the Borough of 

Garwood that Chapter 52 (Alcoholic Beverages), Article I (Sale and Transportation), Subsection 52-6 
of the Borough Code of the Borough of Garwood is hereby amended as follows (additions underscored, 
deletions struck-through): 

 
No licensee shall sell, serve, deliver, or allow, permit or suffer the sale, service, or delivery of any 
alcoholic beverages; or allow, permit or suffer the consumption of any alcoholic beverages on any 
licensed premises before the hour of 7:00 a.m. on weekdays or before the hour of 12:00 noon on 
Sundays, or after the hour of 2:00 a.m. on all days except New Year's Day when sales may continue to 
be made until 5:00 a.m. If, however, December 24 and December 31 fall on Sundays, then the weekday 
7:00 a.m. opening hour shall apply on those days. 
 
A. Sale of Alcoholic beverages for on-premise consumption (plenary retail consumption license). 
 
No licensee shall sell, serve, deliver or allow, permit or suffer the sale or service of any alcoholic 
beverages or allow the consumption of any alcoholic beverages on any licensed premise during the 
following hours:  
 

1. On any weekday or Saturday, other than New’s Years Day, between the hours of 2:00 
a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

2. On Sunday between 2:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.  
3. On New Year’s Day, between the hours of 5:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
4. If, however, December 24 or December 31 falls on a Sunday, no sales before 9:00 a.m. 
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B. Sale of Alcoholic beverages for off-premise consumption (plenary retail distribution license). 
 
No licensee shall sell, allow or permit the sale, service or delivery of any alcoholic beverages in original 
containers for off-premises consumption on any licensed premise during the following hours:  
 

1. On any weekday or Saturday, other than New’s Years Day, between the hours of    2:00 
a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 

2.  On Sunday between 2:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  
3.  On New Year’s Day, between the hours of 5:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
4. If however, December 24 or December 31 falls on a Sunday, no sales before 9:00   a.m. 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or 

provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply 
only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of 
the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 

provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage 
and publication in accordance with applicable law. 

 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Kearney to introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-20. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair - No report. 
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair 
At the end of June, several members will be completing Firefighter Bailout Training, which 
focuses on emergency self-rescue techniques should a firefighter become trapped or unable to exit 
a structure safely. This type of safety training is critical and potentially life-saving. Looking ahead: 
In September, the GFD will send eight members to Water Rescue Operations Training. Also in 
September, the first of two annual live burn training exercises have been scheduled, which provide 
realistic, controlled fire scenarios essential for maintaining high-level operational readiness. In 
November, members will be recertified in CPR, AED, and First Aid.  In December, the department 
will complete its annual OSHA-mandated refresher training, which will be taught in-house by 
GFD certified instructors. Hosting this training internally rather than outsourcing will result in 
savings to the training budget—funds that will be reinvested in other training needs. The GFD 
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remains committed to providing high-quality training that ensures the safety, preparedness, and 
effectiveness of the department now and into the future. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair – no report.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
Thank you, Mayor. In addition to their reoccurring activities, DPW Employees performed the 
following duties: Setup and take down tables and chairs at the Sports Complex for numerous 
Recreation activities and events. Cleaned up the common areas around the Municipal Complex. 
Mowed, trimmed and maintained all municipal owned properties and parks on a weekly basis. 
Watered the flowers and weeded the street side pots throughout as needed. Continued to perform 
street sweeping operations in accordance with the annual Public Works Schedule. Installed new 
American Flags in various areas of the Borough. Performed shade tree pruning and elevating in the 
following areas: Sports Complex grounds including the parking lot, 600 Block of Myrtle Avenue and 
500 Block of Willow Avenue. Setup and take down the water mister for the summer recreation 
programs.  Thank you. 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
Report made earlier in the meeting.  
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
Recreation: The first week of camp kicked off on Monday! Activities this week included a magic 
show, an obstacle course, Wacky Water Wednesday with the Garwood Fire Department (thank 
you to the Garwood Fire Department!), kickball, arts and crafts, games, and more! Next week, 
activities will include a slime lab, Hoop Wizard, Kona Ice, another Wacky Water Wednesday, and 
more fun in the sun! Registration is still open! US Sports Group Youth Soccer Classes – runs on 
Saturday mornings from July 12th through August 16th for ages 1.5 to 7. Six-week program. 
Register at www.garwoodrec.com. Adult open play soccer: Friday evenings from 8 pm to 9:50 
pm. Free! Historical: no report. Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture: There is still time 
to catch GPAC’s group abstract art project entitled “Garwood Celebrates Pride”. More than 20 
Garwood artists created square abstract art tiles using black, white, and the colors of the rainbow 
in honor of Pride Month. The tiles were collected and assembled by members of GPAC into one 
large work on display at the Garwood Public Library through June 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
June EVENTS: The Summer Reading Program is under way Pick up your summer reading packet 
today. Registration will be accepted through July 23, 2025. June 27, July 11, 18, 25, And August 
1 from 10 am to 3 pm – Scavenger Hunt:  Check out a photo of the elusive Artist on the Library’s 
Facebook and Instagram pages at 10:00 AM this Friday. Then, search for the Artist hidden 
somewhere in Garwood! Return to the Library by 3:00 PM to report its location and claim your 
prize! The Week of June 30, July 7, 14, 21, and 28 – Mismatched Masterpiece:  Each week, check 
out the famous painting on our whiteboard as you enter the Library. Can you spot all the differences 
between the TWO versions? New paintings will appear weekly! Submit your correct guess to be 
entered into a random prize drawing. One winner will be selected every Friday and contacted the 
following Monday. 
  

http://www.garwoodrec.com/


Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
June 26, 2025 
Page 11 of 18  

 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
At the last BOE meeting, we bid farewell to Superintendent Chris Kinney, who has accepted a 
position in a neighboring district. The Board appointed Dr. Jason Marx as the new Superintendent, 
officially beginning on July 1st. I’m looking forward to working with him, and continuing the 
relationship and cooperation we have been building between the district and the Borough over the 
last two years. Please take a look at the welcome letter and biography posted to the Garwood 
Schools website, which was written by Board President April Farrell, and join me in welcoming 
Dr. Marx to Garwood! A quick congratulations and good luck to all our 8th grade Lincoln School 
graduates as well as our departing seniors from ALJ. The next BOE meeting is scheduled for 
August 17th, as there is no meeting held in July during the summer break. 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
Just a note, our first meeting in July has been cancelled due to the 4th of July holiday. The next 
senior club meeting will be July 17th at 12 pm at the Knights of Columbus. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney – no report. 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley -  no report. 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The June meeting scheduled for yesterday was canceled due to a lack of business before the Board, 
our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 23rd. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:  PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the 
microphone, and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 

1. John Pritchard – 410 Spruce Avenue – We need to support our police, fire and rescue 
squads.  We need them in times of emergency.  Need to also back our military.  During 
Vietnam, three men from Garwood lost their lives.  

2. Jill Pall, 54 Third Avenue – said she agrees about looking at sight lines in the borough. 
Stated that four way stop signs seem like a disaster and people do not know how to use 
them. Asked when the Gallows Hill Road project might start. Congratulated new police 
chief. Commended ambassadors to the Aliver Foundation. CPR/AED awareness week 
ended with a community event at the Garwood First Aid Squad, with police department, 
fire department, and the borough – thanked all who attended. Noted where AED unveilings 
have taken place and will take place. Noted that she recently discussed cardiac arrest at a 
summit event.  

3. Joe Gola, 25 Second Avenue – stated that speeding in town is ridiculous. Noted that 
someone came to his door claiming that he was a power washer and that he had called for 
that work to be done. His wife answered the door, but when he came down the man was 
gone. He called the police to investigate. He noted that people should be aware of this.  
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4. Laura Thompson, 320 Pine Avenue – stated that line of sight is a problem at the intersection 

of Oak and South and at Lexington, Pine, and East. Asked for explanation for resolution 
25-136 and resolution 25-134.  

5. Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue – question about how much grant money, he said is 
in the backup. Asked about total net debt, claiming that he is concerned about higher debt. 
Stated that he appreciates Axon. Asked if there is a set of criteria or data to see the success 
of bump outs. Suggested including decks of cards and board games in cooling station. 
Asked if the bay of the fire department is air conditioned and asked if dogs could be there. 
Discussed West and Spruce and including a blinking light. Asked if police still do accident 
studies on all intersections.   

 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to close public 
comment. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Mayor Blumenstock responded to public comments, thanking everyone on comments on sight 
lines. The Mayor suggested that Mr. Gola follow-up with the police, noted that vendors should 
register with the town and have a tag on them if they come to a residence, and that if someone sees 
someone going around without a tag, to call the police. Noted that the debt ratio is .8, not .2. Noted 
that data on the bump outs will be anecdotal and based on feedback, since this is more of an 
educational project to bring the community together. Noted that the bump outs were done by 
volunteers and thanked the volunteers. Noted that the bay in the fire department is not air 
conditioned. Asked Chief Pridy if the police always do accident studies (Chief Pridy noted they 
do not). Noted that we are getting software that will help with traffic issues. Noted that resolution 
136 is general housekeeping for Community Development Block Grant funds. Noted that 
resolution 134 is about the lead program – with state mandate, this allows for funds for lead 
program to come into the borough. The money comes in and then is turned over to the state.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 
Councilman Padusniak requested that Resolution 25-140 to be removed for discussion.  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-134 
 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER 
FOR THE LEAD HAZARD CONTROL ASSISTANCE FUND REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 
52:27D-437.16 
 

WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the 
revenue is not subject to reasonably accurate estimates in advance; and 
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.16 provides for receipt of Lead Hazard Control 
Assistance Fund by the municipality to provide for the operating costs to administer this act; and  
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated from the 
Lead Hazard Control Assistance Fund are hereby anticipated as revenue and are hereby 
appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other legal 
requirement: 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, as follows 
 

1. The Governing Body does hereby request permission of the Director of the Division of Local 
Government Services to pay expenditures of the Lead Hazard Control Assistance Fund 
(N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.16) 
 

2. The Clerk of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union is hereby directed to forward two 
certified copies of this Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-135 

 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE CLIMATE SUPERFUND ACT 

 
WHEREAS, the Senate of New Jersey is now considering Bill S3545 Sca (1R) (“the 

Climate Superfund Act”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Bill S3545 Sca (1R) calls for major corporate polluters to be held financially 

liable based on calculations made by the State Treasurer and the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the monies collected from this effort will be made available to New Jersey 

municipalities in the form of grants to be put toward environmental adaptation and resilience; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has experienced the effects of climate change and 

stands in solidarity with other municipalities and the residents thereof who have felt these effects; 
and, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, 

County of Union, State of New Jersey, that this governing body supports the passage of the Climate 
Superfund Act and enjoins the passage of the same.  

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk forward this 

resolution to the following: 
 
• New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
June 26, 2025 
Page 14 of 18  

 
• The Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Shawn M. 

LaTourette 
• New Jersey Senate President Nicholas Scutari 
• New Jersey Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin 
• NJ Climate Superfund Act Senate sponsors Bob Smith and John McKeon 
• NJ Climate Superfund Act Assembly sponsors John Allen, Garnet Hall, and Alixon 

Collazos-Gill 
• New Jersey Assemblywomen Michele Matsikoudis and Nancy Munoz 
• New Jersey Senator Jon Bramnick 
• New Jersey Food & Water Watch State Director Matt Smith 
• The New Jersey League of Municipalities 
• The Union County Board of County Commissioners 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-136 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND MUNICIPAL CLERK OF THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF GARWOOD TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE 
COUNTY OF UNION TO MODIFY THE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT DATED JUNE 
2014, AS AMENDED JULY 2017 
 

WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to the County of Union under 
Title I of the Housing and Community Development Block Grant Act of 1974, as amended, 
commonly known as the Community Development Block Grant Program; and 

 
WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to the County of Union under 

Title II of the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, commonly known as the HOME 
Investment Partnership program; and 

 
WHEREAS, substantial Federal funds provided through subtitle B of Title IV of the 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act commonly known as the Emergency Solutions Grants 
program (ESG) are allocated to prevent homelessness and to enable homeless individuals and 
families to move toward independent living; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend an existing Cooperative Agreement for the County 
of Union and its people to benefit from this program; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Municipality of Garwood and the County of 
Union in cooperation with each other to enter into a modification of the existing Cooperative 
Agreement pursuant to N.J.S .A. 40A:65-1 et seq; 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Governing Body of the 

Municipality of Garwood that the agreement entitled “COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF UNION AND CERTAIN MUNICIPALITIES FOR 
CONDUCTING CERTAIN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES,” dated June 
2014, as amended July 2017 for the Purpose of Inserting a Description of Activities for Fiscal Year 
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2025-2026 of the Union County Community Development Block Grant program, the HOME 
Investment Partnership program, and the Emergency Shelter Grant program (ESG), a copy of 
which is attached hereto; be executed by the Mayor and Municipal Clerk in accordance with the 
provisions of law; 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect immediately upon 
its adoption. 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-137 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AMTRAK NORTHEAST CORRIDOR FUNDING 
 

WHEREAS, Amtrak, the National Railroad Passenger Corporation, provides a vital 
service connecting U.S. residents and visitors, operating intercity rail service in 46 of the 48 
contiguous U.S. states;  
 

WHEREAS, Amtrak hit an all-time record of 32.8 million customer trips in fiscal 2024, 
with the Northeast Corridor remaining the most heavily used Amtrak route, spanning from 
Washington, D.C. to Boston, providing a vital transportation artery for the densely populated 
Northeast region;  
 

WHEREAS, adequate funding is necessary to maintain and repair the aging transportation 
infrastructure of the Northeast Corridor which impacts both Amtrak and NJ Transit operations and 
riders; 
 

WHEREAS, in 2024 many Garwood and New Jersey residents experienced the commuter 
“Summer of Hell” of severe train delays and cancellations on Amtrak and NJ Transit due to 
infrastructure problems and aging equipment; 
 

WHEREAS, the Trump administration’s budget proposal calls for a 25% decrease in 
funding for the Northeast Corridor, from $1.14 billion in fiscal year 2025 to about $850 million in 
fiscal year 2026; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby calls for adequate funding of the Amtrak 
Northeast Corridor in order to fund necessary maintenance and repairs of the transportation 
network that many Garwood residents depend upon. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to all 
members of New Jersey’s Congressional delegation. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-138 

 
RESIGNATION OF BOROUGH EMPLOYEE – C. CZUBA 

 
WHEREAS, on June 3, 2025, the Borough Administrator received correspondence dated 

June 3, 2025, from Christopher Czuba that he will be resigning from his employment with the 
Borough of Garwood effective June 16, 2025; and  
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Garwood as follows: 
 

1) The Borough of Garwood hereby accepts and relies upon the June 3, 2025 notice 
of resignation from Christopher Czuba. 
 
2) Effective June 16, 2025, Christopher Czuba shall be resigned from his position as 
Code Enforcement/Rental Property Administrator with the Borough of Garwood. 
 
3) This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-139 

 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING PART-TIME CODE ENFORCEMENT/RENTAL 
PROPERTY ADMINISTRATOR – E. BENNETT 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 

of New Jersey, hereby hires Ernest Bennett as Part-time Code Enforcement Officer/Rental 
Property Administrator effective Monday, June 30, 2025 at an hourly rate of $38.00.  
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-141 
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING A FILM READY MUNICIPAL LIAISON 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Motion Picture and Television Commission (NJMPTVC), 
under the New Jersey Economic Development Authority, has established the Film Ready New 
Jersey Program to prepare municipalities to accommodate film and television productions and 
promote economic development; and 

 
WHEREAS, participation in the Film Ready New Jersey Program requires the designation 

of a Film Ready Municipal Liaison to serve as the primary point of contact for film and television 
productions and to coordinate permitting, logistics, and communication between the municipality 
and production companies; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood seeks to support the growth of the film and 

television industry in New Jersey and recognizes the potential economic and cultural benefits of 
becoming a Film Ready Community; and 

 
WHEREAS, John Arthur, currently serving as Administrator within the Borough of 

Garwood, possesses the knowledge, experience, and authority necessary to serve effectively in this 
role; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that John Arthur is hereby appointed 
as the Film Ready Municipal Liaison for the Borough of Garwood, effective immediately; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is directed to notify the New 

Jersey Motion Picture and Television Commission of this appointment in accordance with the 
requirements of the Film Ready New Jersey Program. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt 
Consent Agenda. 
 
Discussion – none. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde AYE 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-140 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR BODY CAMERAS AND RELATED 
SERVICES TO AXON ENTERPRISE INC. 
 

WHEREAS, a proposal has been received from Axon Enterprise Inc., for the Garwood 
Police Department for Body Cameras, Artificial Intelligence software, equipment, and other 
related services; and 
 

WHEREAS, said supplier represents to the Borough of Garwood that it is in accordance 
with New Jersey State Contract T0106/17-FLEET-00783 for the purchase for the Police 
Department at the price offered to the Borough of Garwood, to wit; $29,778.65 in 2025 and 
$63,062.93 annually beginning in 2026 and ending in 2034, for a total of $597,345.02; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Qualified Purchasing Agent has researched whether said supplier is 
approved under New Jersey State Contract, as presented and his inquiry has resulted in 
verification; and   
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood 
hereby award the aforementioned purchase of Body Cameras, Artificial Intelligence Software, 
equipment, and other related services attached hereto and made part hereof from New Jersey State 
Contract T0106/17-FLEET-00783 in the amount of $597,345.02 and that the Borough Police Chief 
be and is hereby authorized to enter such order on behalf of this Borough and to sign such 
documents as may be required to consummate this transaction. 






