BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

AGENDA
June 26, 2025
Time:
Moment of Silence
Salute to the Flag

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975).

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blumenstock

Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde

Roll call staff and professionals:
John Arthur, Borough Administrator
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police

First Order of Business:
Presentation of Community Spirit Award to Sheila Moreira
Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation to Lincoln School Builder’s Club

Reports:
Report of Borough Attorney

Report of Borough Administrator
Report of Mayor Blumenstock

Comments from the Council:
Councilwoman Boto
Councilman Foley

Councilman Kearney
Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Padusniak
Council President Nolde

MINUTES:
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on June 12, 2025.

A motion was made by , second by to accept the Regular Meeting
Minutes as presented.

All in favor , opposed ?
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COMMUNICATIONS:

1.

Township of Cranford Notice of Public Hearing on the Proposed Fourth Round Housing
Element and Fair Share Plan

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Township_of Cranford Notice of Public_Hearing on_the
Proposed 4th_Round Housing_Element.pdf

Revision to RVSA Annual Meeting Notice — July meeting now July 10, 2025 at 5:30 pm
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Revision_to RVSA Annual Meeting Notice 06-13-

2025.pdf

RVSA Approved minutes from June 2025 Regular Meeting
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 AO-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA _June 2025 approved regular meeting_minutes.pdf

ORDINANCES:

ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-19 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-19

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE 2025 ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $385,000 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE A STATE GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

https://earwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-19 - BOND_ORDINANCE -

_2025 Road Improvement Project to_appropriate_the sum_of 385000.pdf

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-19.

Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-19.

A motion was made by , second by to close Public
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-19.

All in favor: , opposed:

Discussion:
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A motion was made by , second by to adopt Ordinance
No. 25-19.
ROLL CALL.:
Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde
INTRODUCTION:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-20 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-20

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 52, ENTITLED “ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES”,
ARTICLE I, “SALE AND TRANSPORTATION”, SUBSECTION 52-6, “HOURS OF
OPERATION”.

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 AO-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-20 - Amending Hours_of Operation - ABC.pdf

A motion was made by , second by to introduce
Ordinance No. 25-20.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair

LIBRARY. MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney



https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-20_-_Amending_Hours_of_Operation_-_ABC.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-20_-_Amending_Hours_of_Operation_-_ABC.pdf

Meeting of the Mayor and Council
June 26, 2025
Page 4 of 10

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney

OFFICER’S REPORTS: PREVIOUSLY REPORTED

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the
microphone, and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

A motion was made by , second by to close public comment.
All in favor , opposed ?
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

CONSENT AGENDA

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda;
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-134

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR THE DEDICATION BY RIDER
FOR THE LEAD HAZARD CONTROL ASSISTANCE FUND REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A.
52:27D-437.16

WHEREAS, permission is required of the Director of the Division of Local Government
Services for approval as a dedication by rider of revenues received by a municipality when the
revenue is not subject to reasonably accurate estimates in advance; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.16 provides for receipt of Lead Hazard Control
Assistance Fund by the municipality to provide for the operating costs to administer this act; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-39 provides the dedicated revenues anticipated from the
Lead Hazard Control Assistance Fund are hereby anticipated as revenue and are hereby
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appropriated for the purpose to which said revenue is dedicated by statute or other legal
requirement:

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, as follows

1. The Governing Body does hereby request permission of the Director of the Division of Local
Government Services to pay expenditures of the Lead Hazard Control Assistance Fund
(N.J.S.A. 52:27D-437.16)

2. The Clerk of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union is hereby directed to forward two
certified copies of this Resolution to the Director of the Division of Local Government

Services.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-135

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE CLIMATE SUPERFUND ACT

WHEREAS, the Senate of New Jersey is now considering Bill S3545 Sca (1R) (“the
Climate Superfund Act”); and

WHEREAS, Bill S3545 Sca (1R) calls for major corporate polluters to be held financially
liable based on calculations made by the State Treasurer and the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection; and,

WHEREAS, the monies collected from this effort will be made available to New Jersey
municipalities in the form of grants to be put toward environmental adaptation and resilience; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has experienced the effects of climate change and
stands in solidarity with other municipalities and the residents thereof who have felt these effects;
and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, that this governing body supports the passage of the Climate
Superfund Act and enjoins the passage of the same.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk forward this
resolution to the following:

e New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy

e The Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Shawn M.
LaTourette

e New Jersey Senate President Nicholas Scutari

e New Jersey Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin

e NJ Climate Superfund Act Senate sponsors Bob Smith and John McKeon
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e NJ Climate Superfund Act Assembly sponsors John Allen, Garnet Hall, and Alixon
Collazos-Gill

e New Jersey Assemblywomen Michele Matsikoudis and Nancy Munoz

e New Jersey Senator Jon Bramnick

e New Jersey Food & Water Watch State Director Matt Smith

e The New Jersey League of Municipalities

e The Union County Board of County Commissioners

RESOLUTION NO. 25-136

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF
UNION TO MODIFY THE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT DATED JUNE 2014, AS
AMENDED JULY 2017

WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to the County of Union under
Title I of the Housing and Community Development Block Grant Act of 1974, as amended,
commonly known as the Community Development Block Grant Program; and

WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to the County of Union under
Title II of the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, commonly known as the HOME
Investment Partnership program; and

WHEREAS, substantial Federal funds provided through subtitle B of Title IV of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act commonly known as the Emergency Solutions Grants
program (ESG) are allocated to prevent homelessness and to enable homeless individuals and
families to move toward independent living; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend an existing Cooperative Agreement for the County
of Union and its people to benefit from this program; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough of Garwood and the County of Union
in cooperation with each other to enter into a modification of the existing Cooperative Agreement
pursuant to N.J.S .A. 40A:65-1 et seq;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Governing Body of the
Borough of Garwood that the agreement entitled "COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF UNION AND CERTAIN MUNICIPALITIES FOR
CONDUCTING CERTAIN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES," dated June
2014, as amended July 2017 for the Purpose of Inserting a Description of Activities for Fiscal Year
2025-2026 of the Union County Community Development Block Grant program, the HOME
Investment Partnership program, and the Emergency Shelter Grant program (ESG), a copy of
which is attached hereto; be executed by the Mayor and Municipal Clerk in accordance with the
provisions of law;
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect immediately upon
its adoption.
RESOLUTION NO. 25-137

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AMTRAK NORTHEAST CORRIDOR FUNDING

WHEREAS, Amtrak, the National Railroad Passenger Corporation, provides a vital
service connecting U.S. residents and visitors, operating intercity rail service in 46 of the 48
contiguous U.S. states;

WHEREAS, Amtrak hit an all-time record of 32.8 million customer trips in fiscal 2024,
with the Northeast Corridor remaining the most heavily used Amtrak route, spanning from
Washington, D.C. to Boston, providing a vital transportation artery for the densely populated
Northeast region;

WHEREAS, adequate funding is necessary to maintain and repair the aging transportation
infrastructure of the Northeast Corridor which impacts both Amtrak and NJ Transit operations and
riders;

WHEREAS, in 2024 many Garwood and New Jersey residents experienced the commuter
“Summer of Hell” of severe train delays and cancellations on Amtrak and NJ Transit due to
infrastructure problems and aging equipment;

WHEREAS, the Trump administration’s budget proposal calls for a 25% decrease in
funding for the Northeast Corridor, from $1.14 billion in fiscal year 2025 to about $850 million in
fiscal year 2026;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby calls for adequate funding of the Amtrak
Northeast Corridor in order to fund necessary maintenance and repairs of the transportation
network that many Garwood residents depend upon.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to all
members of New Jersey’s Congressional delegation.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-138

RESIGNATION OF BOROUGH EMPLOYEE - C. CZUBA

WHEREAS, on June 3, 2025, the Borough Administrator received correspondence dated
June 3, 2025, from Christopher Czuba that he will be resigning from his employment with the
Borough of Garwood effective June 16, 2025; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood as follows:

1) The Borough of Garwood hereby accepts and relies upon the June 3, 2025 notice
of resignation from Christopher Czuba.
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2) Effective June 16, 2025, Christopher Czuba shall be resigned from his position as
Code Enforcement/Rental Property Administrator with the Borough of Garwood.
3) This resolution shall take effect immediately.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-139

RESOLUTION APPOINTING PART-TIME CODE ENFORCEMENT/RENTAL
PROPERTY ADMINISTRATOR

WHEREAS, a vacancy has arisen in the position of Code Enforcement/Rental Property
Administrator; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator is recommending the appointment of Ernest
Bennett for the position of part-time Code Enforcement/Rental Property Administrator; and

WHEREAS, the position of part-time Code Enforcement/Rental Property Administrator
shall be compensated at a rate of $38.00 per hour;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood that Ernest Bennett is hereby appointed to the position of part-time Code
Enforcement/Rental Property Administrator, effective June 30, 2025 at an hourly rate of $38.00
per hour.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-140

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR BODY CAMERAS AND RELATED
SERVICES TO AXON ENTERPRISE INC.

WHEREAS, a proposal has been received from Axon Enterprise Inc., for the Garwood
Police Department for Body Cameras, Artificial Intelligence software, equipment, and other
related services; and

WHEREAS, said supplier represents to the Borough of Garwood that it is in accordance
with New Jersey State Contract T0106/17-FLEET-00783 for the purchase for the Police
Department at the price offered to the Borough of Garwood, to wit; $20,000.03 in 2025 and
$63,147.34 annually beginning in 2026 and ending in 2034, for a total of $588,326.09; and

WHEREAS, the Qualified Purchasing Agent has researched whether said supplier is
approved under New Jersey State Contract, as presented and his inquiry has resulted in
verification; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood
hereby award the aforementioned purchase of Body Cameras, Artificial Intelligence Software,
equipment, and other related services attached hereto and made part hereof from New Jersey State
Contract T0106/17-FLEET-00783 in the amount of $588,326.09 and that the Borough Police Chief
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be and is hereby authorized to enter such order on behalf of this Borough and the Mayor is
authorized to sign any contracts as may be required to consummate this transaction.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-141

RESOLUTION APPOINTING A FILM READY MUNICIPAL LIAISON

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Motion Picture and Television Commission (NJMPTVC),
under the New Jersey Economic Development Authority, has established the Film Ready New
Jersey Program to prepare municipalities to accommodate film and television productions and
promote economic development; and

WHEREAS, participation in the Film Ready New Jersey Program requires the designation
of a Film Ready Municipal Liaison to serve as the primary point of contact for film and television
productions and to coordinate permitting, logistics, and communication between the municipality
and production companies; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood seeks to support the growth of the film and
television industry in New Jersey and recognizes the potential economic and cultural benefits of
becoming a Film Ready Community; and

WHEREAS, John Arthur, currently serving as Administrator within the Borough of
Garwood, possesses the knowledge, experience, and authority necessary to serve effectively in this
role;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that John Arthur is hereby appointed
as the Film Ready Municipal Liaison for the Borough of Garwood, effective immediately; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is directed to notify the New
Jersey Motion Picture and Television Commission of this appointment in accordance with the
requirements of the Film Ready New Jersey Program.

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL:

A motion was made by , second by to adopt Consent
Agenda.

Discussion:

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow

Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak

Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde
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RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion was made by , second by , to adopt
Resolution # 25- .

Discussion: Mayor and Council

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde

NEW BUSINESS: NONE

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed
and ratified.

A motion was made by second by to adopt
Payment of Claims Resolution.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto Councilman Lazarow
Councilman Foley Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Kearney Council President Nolde

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on July 10, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in
Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org/gb_notices

A motion was made by second by to adjourn.

All in favor , opposed ?

Time:
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