
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
April 22, 2025 

 
Time: 7:01 pm  
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  Present 
Councilwoman Boto  Present  Councilman Lazarow  Present - 7:20 pm 
Councilman Foley  Present  Councilman Padusniak Present 
Councilman Kearney  Present  Council President Nolde Present 
 
Also Present - staff and professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Doug Stoffer, Chief of Police 
Patricia Vazquez, Acting Municipal Clerk 
 
Reports: 
Report from Borough Engineer 
Design work is complete for the NJDOT MA 24 Grant Project. Project submitted to NJDOT on 
2/28/2025. Review comments received on 3/6/2025. Resubmission made on 3/24/2025. Bid 
anticipated May 15, 2025. Project work includes the following street sections: East Street (South 
Avenue to Myrtle Avenue) – Mill and Overlay, New Street (Myrtle Avenue to Rankin Avenue) – 
Mill and Overlay with new curbs, Walnut Street (North Avenue to Third Avenue) – Mill and Overlay, 
Construction Cost estimate - $350,308.80 (Base) + $7,090.00 (Alt 1 – East/Locust, Intersection) + 
$4,500.00 (Alt 2 – SAN MH) + $3,960.00 (ALT 3 – TV Inspection), Grant request $350,000.00, 
Grant award $346,690.00, Update for Contract 2024-1 – Resurfacing of sections Beech Avenue, 
Hemlock Avenue and Myrtle Avenue (MA23). Waiting on Remedial Sewer work. Milling and 
Resurfacing of the street to follow, likely in the spring. Beech Avenue (Center to Rankin), Hemlock 
Avenue, (East to Lexington) and Myrtle Avenue (Maple to dead end), Grant amount $ 463,370. Total 
Cost $591,156.75. Annual NJDEP Stormwater Permit Report is due May 1, 2025. My office will be 
seeking to submit at the end of the week. I will need to interact with Public Works and Planning Board 
Administrator. Union County has announced a 2025 Capital Grant opportunity. This grant does not 
need a council resolution.  The Grant is similar to the Infrastructure Grant process. Grants are due 
May 5th. Funding must be expended by 9/30/2026. 
 
Report of Borough Attorney – no report 
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Report of Borough Administrator 
On tonight’s agenda, you will see a resolution rejecting all bids for information technology support 
services for borough offices. The reason for this is so we can rewrite the bid specifications to 
ensure we are getting all of the services we need at the best price we can find. There is also approval 
for a grant for capital projects on the agenda, which was discussed at the last council meeting. Our 
rec director and I will be meeting with vendors to try to get updated costs for the turf field project 
and will be applying for the grant, which is due on May 5. According to the county, we should 
know within a month after May 5, so then we can plan accordingly for finishing that project with 
the $92,000 that was already awarded from the Local Recreation Improvement Grant. We are 
working to introduce a bond ordinance for capital projects in May. Our Recreation Director is also 
busy setting up summer camp and hiring staff for the camp. I attended the Bergen Municipal 
Employee Benefits Fund meeting today. We discussed the $5 million surplus transfer. While the 
transfer was unanimously approved and does seem necessary in order for the fund to remain 
solvent, we also discussed ways to mitigate the effects on each municipality and ways to ensure 
unexpected expenses are avoided in the future. We have a meeting tomorrow to further investigate 
the issue and to look at what other health plans cost, but many health plans are running at a deficit, 
including the state health benefits plan, which continues to see large increases to premiums year 
after year. I asked the BMED executive committee if they can provide periodic updates to all 
members about their efforts to avoid unexpected costs and financial issues in the future. 
 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
A quick thank you to the Recreation Committee members and Recreation Director Ms. Lysak for 
another great Easter Egg Hunt this past weekend.  It was jam packed with kids, and there was a lot of 
fun happening between the actual hunt, the dancing, raffles and arts and crafts.  Thanks to the DPW 
for all their help with setup and cleanup, we really appreciate it.  And to the PD, GFAS for stopping 
by. A couple of upcoming events here in Garwood.  This Thursday, the Education Foundation of 
Garwood is having their annual Appreciation Dinner at the Knights of Columbus. We will be 
honoring Ms. Joana Lopes as Teacher of the Year and Mr. Joseph Pelusio as the Person Making a 
Difference.  Congratulations to them both and hope everyone can come celebrate on Thursday. Then 
this Friday, the Garwood PTA has their Annual Variety Show.  It will be held at Lincoln School at 
6pm.  Tickets can be purchased ahead of time or at the door for $10.  Break a leg to all the performers. 
Next Monday, April 28th we will be having a town hall to delve deeper into the Center Street Corridor 
projects that we have been discussing up here for many months.  Mr. Arthur, Councilman Kearney 
and I will give a presentation hitting on the bike lanes and other improvements we are looking to 
make, as well as examine curb bump outs.  We will discuss the whys and the how’s, as well as provide 
some visual examples of curb bump outs to give residents a better understanding of what they can 
look like.  And we’ll even be asking for feedback for the design of the temporary bump out we are 
looking to install at Center and Willow this summer.  I hope to see everyone here at Borough Hall at 
7pm. 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto – No comments 
 
Councilman Foley – No comments 
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Councilman Kearney 
Two quick updates for me tonight, Mayor. I’ve been following up on a resident’s request for the 
Council to pass a Resolution in support of A5009/S3398, the “Packaging Product Stewardship Act,” 
by researching the bill's history and speaking with Assemblyman Kennedy’s office, as he is one of 
the main sponsors.  Cranford’s Council recently passed a Resolution of support, which I’ve requested 
a copy of.  This is a bill with a similar intent to “Skip the Stuff”, but with a different focus.  I will get 
additional background on the bill and then ask for the Council to review a draft Resolution. I’m also 
keeping an eye on the state budget process—at this time, there is nothing new to report on the Energy 
Tax funding item we have had to push for over the last few years.  In the event we need to make noise 
on this topic again, I will have a draft Resolution ready to go for Council review. That’s all for me 
tonight! 
 
Councilman Lazarow – No comments 
 
Councilman Padusniak 
Last week I spent four hours walking around our lovely borough with a photographer from the NJ 
Motion Picture and Television Commission. My sincerest thanks to all the businesses that hosted us 
and allowed us to snap a few pictures of their premises. We will be going around again soon, so, if 
you’re a local business owner interested in providing services to, or serving as a location for, a film 
production, please email me at cpadusniak@garwood.org. We’re almost Film Ready! 
 
Council President Nolde – No comments 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on April 10, 2025 and Minutes of 
the Special Budget Meeting held on April 2, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept the 
Regular and Executive Session Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  RECEIVED AND FILED 

1. RVSA approved minutes regarding 3-20 regular meeting, Flow Rights report 2-2025 and 
User Charge Report 2-2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_approved_minutes_re_3-
20_Regular_meeting_Flow_Rights_Report_2-2025_and_User_Charge_Report_2-
2025.pdf  

mailto:cpadusniak@garwood.org
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_approved_minutes_re_3-20_Regular_meeting_Flow_Rights_Report_2-2025_and_User_Charge_Report_2-2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_approved_minutes_re_3-20_Regular_meeting_Flow_Rights_Report_2-2025_and_User_Charge_Report_2-2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_approved_minutes_re_3-20_Regular_meeting_Flow_Rights_Report_2-2025_and_User_Charge_Report_2-2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_approved_minutes_re_3-20_Regular_meeting_Flow_Rights_Report_2-2025_and_User_Charge_Report_2-2025.pdf
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ORDINANCES:   
FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-14 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-14  
 

CALENDAR YEAR 2025 ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-14_Cap_Bank.pdf  
 
Any correspondence received concerning Ordinance No. 25-14 – none 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No 25-14 – yes 
Bruce Paterson of 325 Willow Avenue requested clarification regarding the amount allocated within the 
Capital Improvement Fund (Cap Bank). 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilwoman Boto to close Public 
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-14.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: Mayor Blumenstock addressed the inquiry, providing an explanation on the necessity of 
maintaining adequate funds within the Cap Bank to ensure fiscal flexibility and support future capital 
expenditures. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Foley to adopt 
Ordinance No. 25-14 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE  
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE  
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-15 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-15 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY 
AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE I 
“TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, SECTION 21-8.8 “LIMITED BUSINESS PARKING”. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-15__Amending_Chapter_21-
8.8_Limited_Business_Parking(1).pdf 
 
Any correspondence received concerning Ordinance No. 25-15 – none  
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-14_Cap_Bank.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-14_Cap_Bank.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-15__Amending_Chapter_21-8.8_Limited_Business_Parking(1).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-15__Amending_Chapter_21-8.8_Limited_Business_Parking(1).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-15__Amending_Chapter_21-8.8_Limited_Business_Parking(1).pdf
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Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-15 – none  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Council President Nolde to close Public 
Hearing on Ordinance No. 25-15.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: none 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Foley to adopt 
Ordinance No. 25-15 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE  
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE  
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-16 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-16 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 115 “MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES”,  
ARTICLE III “EMERGENCY ALARMS” 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-16_-
_Amending_Chapter_115_Article_III_Emergency_Alarms_-_False_Alarms.pdf 
 
Any correspondence received concerning Ordinance No. 25-16 – none  
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-16 – none  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Lazarow to close Public Hearing 
on Ordinance No. 25-16.  
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Discussion: none 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Foley to adopt 
Ordinance No. 25-16 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE  
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE  
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE  
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-16_-_Amending_Chapter_115_Article_III_Emergency_Alarms_-_False_Alarms.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-16_-_Amending_Chapter_115_Article_III_Emergency_Alarms_-_False_Alarms.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-16_-_Amending_Chapter_115_Article_III_Emergency_Alarms_-_False_Alarms.pdf
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COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair 
Reminder – May 8th at 7:00 pm is the Public hearing for the Budget 
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair 
No Report 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 
The Community Development Sub-Committee met yesterday evening to continue discussions 
about a project that I should have more to say about at our next council meeting. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
Thank you, Mayor. I don’t have a report, but I do have some reminders. May 17 Clean communities 
if you’d like to join us, please reach out to me kboto@garwood.org as there is a training video to 
watch beforehand. We usually meet at 10 am and the location will be disclosed upon training 
completion, it is not a secret, it involves safety. The Town Wide Yard Sale will be held on June 7 and 
8. Bulk Pick up is scheduled for June 9. Registration for both events is due on May 23. The form can 
be found on the Borough’s website and it will also be posted on the Borough's Facebook page. That’s 
all for me. Thank you 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair 
The Police Committee met earlier this evening to work out the final details of the update to Animal 
Licensing, as found in Chapter 58 of the Borough Code.  Feedback was considered from the 
Borough Attorney, Borough Clerk, and Board of Health.  We’re expecting to see an Ordinance 
introduction for this update in the month of May. We also look forward to celebrating the recent 
accreditation with a presentation at one of the May meetings 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture: The second annual Garwood Poetry Festival will take 
place the weekend of April 26 and 27th at the Garwood Public Library and the Crossroads. The event 
at Crossroads is made in part by a HEART grant from the Union County Board of County 
Commissioners.  A complete program for the event is available on the Borough website 2025 
Garwood Poetry Festival Program. Recreation: Adult Programs: Open Play Soccer (30+): Fridays 
8-9:50 pm, free, Ceramics: Wednesdays at 7 pm, 4/30, 5/28 - $18/class for residents, Canvas 
Painting: Wednesday 5/7 at 7 pm, $23 for residents, Youth Programs: Registration open at 
www.garwoodrec.com, Youth Walking Challenge (Ages 8-17):Participants will begin tracking 
steps for a month for the chance to win prizes. Soccer Classes (Ages 1.5 to 7): by US Sports Institute, 
Saturday mornings, 6 weeks, 4/26 – 6/7. Parent and Me Multi-Sports (Ages 2-3.5): by US Sports 
Institute, Saturday mornings, 6 weeks, 4/26 – 6/7. Summer Rec Camp (Grades 1st through 8th): 
Registration is now open at www.garwoodrec.com Early Bird Rate: $130 for summer until May 23rd! 
Events: Garwood Easter Egg Hunt: A huge thank you to the DPW for assisting in the set up and 
clean up of the event. Also a big thank you to Katya Lysak, the Recreation Committee volunteers, the 
Mayor for donating a beautiful basket, as well as the Police department and First Aid Squad for 
stopping by to join in the festivities. Memorial Day Remembrance Ceremony: Monday, May 26th 
at 12pm at the Knights of Columbus. Stay tuned for info! 
 

mailto:kboto@garwood.org
https://garwood.org/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/2025_Garwood_Poetry_Festival_Program.pdf
https://garwood.org/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/2025_Garwood_Poetry_Festival_Program.pdf
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
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LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
April 23 @ 11:30 am – How to be an Effective Caregiver - Join Sandy Tovray Greenberg, 
acclaimed author of "Who Will Butter My Toast?", for an insightful and enlightening conversation! 
Sandy will offer a clear and precise guide to caring for incapacitated loved ones, drawing from her 
personal experiences and professional expertise. April 30, from 10 am to noon Aging Services 
Kiosk (ASK) –  Union County Division of Aging Staff will be on hand to assist seniors (age 60+) 
or their caregivers with information on services, such as meal delivery, respite care, adult day care 
and support services for caregivers. MAY EVENTS: May 1 -15 Summer Reading Book Mark 
Contest – This summer, the Garwood Library will host its Annual Summer Readding Program, 
This year’s theme is Color Our World, embracing the beauty of Art in all its forms, drawing, 
painting, photography, décor, storytelling, fashion, and performance, helping all of us to see the 
world from a new, unique, and artistic lens. Think about what this theme means to you. Ten book 
marks submissions will be printed and distributed by the library for everyone to enjoy. MAY 6, at 
3pm Grab and Go Kid’s Craft & May 13th for Adult Craft -Pick up supplies and instructions 
for a seasonal craft. Registration is required for craft kits and is limited to 15 participants for kids 
and 10 for adults. May 13, at 7 pm Social Media Our Kids and their Emotions. Join us for a 
riveting presentation by Alessandra Kellermann, a mental health professional, disability advocate, 
and education consultant with more than the thirty years’ experience working with children, teens 
and families. She will discuss the current use of social media and effects it has on the wellbeing of 
children and teens. Registration is required 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Garwood Board of Education will meet next Tuesday, the 29th, for their regular meeting, 
which will include the annual budget presentation.  The Mayor and I resumed our monthly 
meetings with the Board President and Superintendent just before Spring Break.  We have a few 
cooperative events with the district coming up this year, which are almost ready to announce. In 
other news, Superintendent Kinney has announced his resignation effective at the end of June to 
accept another position; the district has begun the replacement search and I’ll keep the Council 
updated on that process as it unfolds. 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
Our meeting on April 17th included lunch and bingo of course, and we had two new members join, 
so welcome!  Our next meeting is on May 1st at 12pm at Knights of Columbus. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Small Business Board is meeting tomorrow evening to put the final touches on the Taste of 
Garwood event, which I’ll have an update on at our next meeting. 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley 
No Report 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The regular meeting scheduled for tomorrow night was canceled as there was no business 
pending.  The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, May 14th. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS: PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the 
microphone, and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 
Bruce Paterson of 325 Willow Avenue requested clarification on the following items: Number of 
eggs distributed during the Easter Egg Hunt, details regarding the Walking Challenge, need for 
Executive session held for the Chief/Captain interviews, explanation for the $95,000 increase in 
health insurance fees, and explanation of sewer fee. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to close public 
comment. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
The Mayor and Council addressed the following items: Provided the number of eggs distributed 
during the Easter Egg Hunt and noted that the eggs are recycled. Discussed the Walking Challenge. 
Explained the necessity of holding an executive session for the Chief and Captain interviews. 
Clarified that the $95,000 increase in health insurance costs is prorated over three years. Reviewed 
the current sewer fees. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-90 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NJDOT PROPOSED PARKING CHANGES 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation proposes to establish a 
Handicapped Parking Zone along westbound Route NJ 28 (North Avenue); 
 

WHEREAS, they propose the following: 
 
 HANDICAPPED PARKING: 
 
The certain parts of State Highway Route NJ 28 described in this subsection are hereby designated 
and established as “Handicapped Parking Space” for the use of persons who have been issued 
special vehicle identification cards, plates, or placards by the Motor Vehicle Commission in 
accordance with the provisions of NJSA 39:4-197.5 
 
Name of Street   Side   Location 
 
Route NJ 28 (North Avenue)  Westerly  Beginning at a point 478 
        feet west from the centerline 
        of Cedar Street and extending 
        22 westerly therefrom.  
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood concurs that any approved regulations in conflict 

with or inconsistent with the provisions of this Resolution be rescinded upon approval of the 
Traffic Regulation order. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Garwood supports the 
proposed Traffic Regulation Order for a Handicapped Parking Zone as described in this resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-91 
 

RETIREMENT PAYOUT – S. ROCCO 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 
of New Jersey hereby accept the CFO’s terminal leave calculation for Captain Samuel Rocco based 
on time due as submitted by Douglas Stoffer, Chief of Police, in the Department of the Police, for 
retirement benefits of the Borough of Garwood as follows: 
 
Hours Description Hourly Rate Amount 
    
40 2025 Holiday Hours - prorated 62.46 2,498.40 
190 Compensatory Time balance 65.86 12,513.40 
80 2025 Vacation Hours - prorated 65.86 5,268.80 

20 
2025 Sick Hours - prorated and paid at 
50% 65.86 1,317.20 

510.25 
Terminal Leave Sick Bank - paid at 
50% 65.86 33,605.07 

184.17 Terminal Leave Calendar Month 65.86 12,129.22 
184.17 LTDB Entitlement Due 65.86 12,129.22 
   79,461.30 

 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough will pay said employee’s retirement benefit of 

$79,461.30 in first pay cycle after retirement. If additional time is used prior to disbursement the 
retirement benefit will be adjusted accordingly. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be and is hereby authorized to execute 
to the above. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-92 
 

RESOLUTION TO FILE AN APPLICATION FOR THE 
CAPITAL PROJECT GRANT PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, the Union County Board of Commissioners plans to make available a total 

of $6,000,000 to Union County’s twenty-one municipalities; and 
 

WHEREAS, the grant program is designed to support large-scale municipal capital 
projects that hold economic, transportation and governmental significance; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is desirous in participating in the grant; and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Garwood’s Governing Body of the 
Borough of Garwood has determined that Garwood should apply for the aforementioned Grant in 
an amount to be determined. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Garwood’s Governing Body of the Borough of 
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, authorizes the submission of the aforementioned 
Union County Capital Project Grant Program. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-93 
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING FIREFIGHTER ZACHERY KORNBERGER 
 

WHEREAS, Zachery Kornberger has passed all physical and background requirements 
to become a firefighter for the Liberty Hose Co. #1, Garwood Fire Department, and; 
 

WHEREAS, no work which requires certification shall be undertaken until the certificate 
from the fire academy and/or certification from the Division of Fire Safety is obtained, as per the 
email from the New Jersey Division of Fire Safety on December 4, 2024; 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, 
County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoints Zachery Kornberger as Fire Fighter for 
the Garwood Fire Department effective April 23, 2025. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-94 
 

RESOLUTION REJECTING BIDS FOR IT SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et. 
seq. and N.J.A.C. 5:34, et. seq., the Borough of Garwood (“Borough”) solicited bids for IT support 
services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough received bids on March 27, 2025 for IT support services; and    
 
 WHEREAS, the bids must be rejected in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2d, as the 
Borough seeks to substantially revise the specifications for services; and   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Garwood that all bids received on March 27, 2025 are hereby rejected and the Borough QPA is 
directed to revise the specification for services to require substantial in-person IT support; 
inclusive of possible in-house weekly hours. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough QPA will repost a notice for a new 
solicitation of bids in accordance with the substantially revised specification of services. 
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CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Discussion: none 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE  
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE  
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE  
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS: NONE 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when  
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney second by Councilman Foley to adopt Payment of 
Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE  
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE  
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Municipal Clerk to read the following: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-95 
 

CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING AFFORDABLE HOUSING MATTERS OF 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE RELATING TO THE ABOVE AND IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A., 10:4-12, Closed session, Meetings open to public; exclusion 
of public; subject of matter. 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood to 
conduct an executive session closed to the public in order to discuss the above listed matter. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood 
hereby move to go into executive session in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public 
Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et. seq., for the purpose of discussing the subject stated above. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the matters discussed in and minutes of the closed 
session shall be disclosed to the public when the reason for confidentiality no longer exists. Action 
may be taken. 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Council President Nolde to adopt 
Resolution #25-95. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  AYE   Councilman Lazarow  AYE  
Councilman Foley  AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE  
Councilman Kearney  AYE   Council President Nolde AYE  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm to go into Executive Session 
 
RE-OPEN MEETING: Meeting was re-opened at 8:40 pm  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Padusniak to resume the 
regular session. 
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on May 8, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in 
Council Chambers.  Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney second by Councilman Lazarow to adjourn.   
 
All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 
 
Time: 8:42 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Patricia Vazquez 
Acting Borough Clerk 

https://garwood.org/gb_notices

