Borough of Garwood
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MINUTES
March 27, 2025
Time: 7:00 PM
Moment of Silence
Salute to the Flag

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the Municipal
website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk informing the public
of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975).

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blumenstock AYE

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

Roll call staff and professionals: All Present
John Arthur, Borough Administrator

Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney

Doug Stoffer, Chief of Police

Michael Disko, Borough Engineer

Presentation — Honoring Girl Scout Troop 41290 — The Mayor spoke about the hundreds of gifts the troop
collected for Toys 4 Tots. She thanked the leaders and the girls for their hard work. She also thanked US
Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. Mario Monaco for his help with this project over the last five years. The Mayor
also thanked Captain Rocco for his help with this project. Troop leaders Mrs. Herz, Mrs. Salmon and Mrs.
Sousa presented the scouts with the Community Service award which is a five-year scout pin. Gunny Monaco
and the Mayor both presented the scouts with certificates.

Reports:
Report of Borough Engineer — DESIGN WORK S COMPLETE FOR THE NJDOT MA 24 GRANT PROJECT.

PROJECT SUBMITTED TO NJDOT ON 2/28/2025. REVIEW COMMENTS RECEIVED ON 3/6/2025.
RESUBMISSION MADE ON 3/24/2025. BID ANTICIPATED MAY 8, 2025. PROJECT WORK INCLUDES THE
FOLLOWING STREET SECTIONS: EAST STREET (SOUTH AVENUE TO MYRTLE AVENUE) — MILL AND
OVERLAY NEW STREET (MYRTLE AVENUE TO RANKIN AVENUE) — MILL AND OVERLAY WITH NEW
CURBS WALNUT STREET (NORTH AVENUE TO THIRD AVENUE) — MILL AND OVERLAY CONSTRUCTION
COST ESTIMATE - $350,308.80 (BASE) + $7,090.00 (ALT 1 — EAST/LOCUST INTERSECTION) + $4,500.00
(ALT 2 — SAN MH) + $3,960.00 (ALT 3 — TV INSPECTION) GRANT REQUEST $350,000.00 GRANT AWARD
$346,690.00

) UPDATE FOR CONTRACT 2024-1 — RESURFACING OF SECTIONS OF BEECH AVENUE,
HEMLOCK AVENUE AND MYRTLE AVENUE (MA23). TREES INSTALLED LAST WEEK. WAITING ON
REMEDIAL SEWER WORK. MILLING AND RESURFACING OF THE STREETS TO FOLLOW, LIKELY IN THE
SPRING. BEECH AVENUE (CENTER TO RANKIN), HEMLOCK AVENUE (EAST TO LEXINGTON) AND
MYRTLE AVENUE (MAPLE TO DEAD END) GRANT AMOUNT $ 463,370. TOTAL COST $591,156.75.

) PINE AVENUE CURB CONDITIONS REVIEWED AFTER RESIDENT INQUIRY. REFER TO
ATTACHED PLAN AND PHOTO.
) ASSISTING BOROUGH STAFF WITH NJTPA DEMONSTRATION PROJECT. FIELD WORK

SCHEDULED FOR 3/28/2025.

Report of Borough Attorney — no report.

Report of Borough Administrator - Ordinance No. 25-13 updates the Chief of Police and Captain promotional
language. This is clarifying what is considered specialized training for the purposes of scoring police chief
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candidates and clarifying record review for Captain. There was a clerical error where both definitions were
meant to be included under both the Captain and Chief sections, but were missing and needed to be adjusted.
There is also approval for a new cleaning service contract which was the lowest bidder for this service. The
total annual cost is $24,000. We are currently paying $26,400 per year for cleaning, so this saves the Borough
$2,400 annually. Resolution 25-79 is a new requirement from the state. The state has budgetary deadlines
that are extended every year, but this resolution is now requirement for extensions.

Report of Mayor Blumenstock - | want to start by thanking Councilman Foley and our Borough Administrator
John Arthur for their work putting together and presenting the Breaking Down the Budget presentation last
week. And thank you to Councilman Lazarow for stepping in as | was under the weather and could not attend.
But | know a lot of work went into it and spoke with Councilman Foley afterwards and he said it went well and
provided some good feedback. Other towns do things a little differently, some often do a special budget
session as a part of their regular meeting or some do a special meeting like us. But | Garwood stands out in
terms of how far we go in taking a deep dive into the budget each year, with both with this special informal
presentation, and our very in-depth special budget meeting and capital budget discussions. Agree or
disagree with items or amounts within the budget, but | know this Council goes above and beyond to provide
as deep a look into it for the public as possible. | want to say thank you to Nennette for her work as our Clerk
this past year and congratulate her on retiring...again. She brought so much expertise to Garwood and we
thank her for stepping in during our transition. And on the other side of that, congratulations to Patricia
Vazquez who will be stepping into the role of Acting Clerk. It has been great getting to work with Patricia and
| know that will continue. Also, welcome to Mollie Helck who will be taking over Patricia’s previous role as
our part-time Administrative Assistant. Starting April 15, Mollie is who you will see at the window to help you
if you come into Borough Hall in person, so welcome to the Garwood Team. Congratulations are also in order
for Patrolman Christopher Smedberg, our new officer joining the ranks of the Garwood PD. As Captain Rocco
retires May 1%, and Chief Stoffer on June 1%t, we wanted to bring in our new officer to provide some overlap
so he may benefit from their experience before they go. Next, you'll see on our agenda Resolution 25-73
acknowledging Local Government Week which is from April 6-April 12t". As a Council person | thought it was
important to highlight this week simply as way to involve our community in more activities concerning local
government or to highlight what local government does and as Mayor I've continued to find ways to highlight
the week. | try and change it up a bit, not wanting to repeat, the same things each year. One year we did a
touch a truck, we've done tours of the Borough facilities, we've done Coffee with a Cop and Coffee with a
Councilperson, and last year we did videos highlighting different employees and departments within Garwood.
We'll possibly repeat some of those in future years, but this year, | decided to create a photography contest
to highlight Garwood. The contest is themed Garwood in the Eye of the Beholder and it truly is open to
interpretation by the photographer to capture what Garwood means to them. How do they see Garwood?
Where do they see our community spirit? Photos can be color or black and white and can be sent into
recreation @garwood.org. It is open to residents of all ages, kids, adults and seniors and photos will be
judged by our Administrative Staff. Gift cards will be awarded to the winners and their photos displayed here
in Borough Hall, so encourage your friends and neighbors to start clicking away and send in their photos.

In addition, once again we will have Students in Government Night on April 8. This is when our Lincoln
School Student Council members get to take our jobs and run a Council meeting. It's always a fun night, and
we're looking forward to seeing the students sit up here, and see who will hopefully be running for Council for
day! One more item to discuss: we have been discussing curb bump outs at Willow and Center Street for
some time now. I'm happy to announce that it looks like we have day set to bring a bump out demonstration
to Garwood. On June 21st, EZ-Ride will join us in creating temporary painted bump outs at that intersection
and we will be inviting the public to come help paint them. The bump outs will be temporary, using paint that
will wash away in a few weeks, but this will allow us to introduce this safety measure into Garwood and
monitor its usefulness before installing any permanent bump outs. We will be including the children at Lincoln
School in the process allowing them to choose from different colorful designs, and they will of course be
welcome to help paint the finished product. This will be a full community engagement project, and we will be
having a small-town hall in April to talk more about bump outs, their importance in pedestrian and bike safety
on our streets and to discuss this Garwood project more specifically. So, keep an eye out on the Borough's
social media for the day and time in April when you can learn more and then mark your calendar for Street
Safety Day for June 21st.
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Capital Budget — Discussion — The Mayor turned the meeting over to Councilman Foley to go over the capital
budget and the recommendations of the Finance committee.

The Finance Committee would like to present the possible 2025 Capital Plan.

As you can see form the worksheet, it is divided into items that are requested and then what the Finance
Committee has recommended. We can go over the various departments, but most is fairly straight
forward. I'll jump around a bit, but please stop me with any questions. We are recommending the upgraded
security surveillance system for the Police Department that would also cover Borough Hall and Fire
Department Hq's as well. The Recreation Department capital would consist mostly of the grant match from
this years' Kids Rec grant which we received to install solar lighting surrounding the rec complex, as well as
some replacement items for such as picnic table and new garbage and recycling cans, as the ones we have
are in disrepair. Following a recommendation from the Superintendent of the DPW and our Boro
administrator, the committee unanimously supports the purchase of a mason dump truck with snow plow, as
well as an improved ventilation system the DPW building. The DPW brought this to us this year to see this
extra safety piece be installed and after researching various types, our Borough Administrator has estimated
the cost out to $30,000, and we feel it's obviously important to continually update the DPW building as
necessary for extra protection of our employees. The decision was made to put off the purchase of the line
striping machine at this time. For the Fire Department, due to an urgent issue involving the antenna system
that transmits tones to the fire department pagers, the committee has already approved the immediate
purchase of 10 pagers from the current temporary budget. These were essential for ensuring uninterrupted
emergency response and communication. To spend money to replace the antenna and continuing using
pagers that were out of date and will soon be obsolete did not seem prudent, so we made the decision to
place the pagers at the top of list and move forward. To manage costs responsibly, the remaining 20 pagers
will be bonded, allowing us to maintain preparedness while preserving budget flexibility. We are working to
ensure that the remaining pagers arrive as soon as possible, and | thank the department for adjusting during
this time. -l also want to add that the fire department submitted multiple requests, reflecting their ongoing
commitment to safety and preparedness. While the committee acknowledges that not all requests could be
fulfilled to the full extent desired, we carefully reviewed each item. The approved recommendations aim to
balance fiscal responsibility with the priority of maintaining safety for both our residents and our firefighters.
Obviously, we had to adjust when the pager emergency arose, but we feel this best represents the top
priorities. Engineering projects include the installation of the pedestrian signal at South and West, which has
been purchased by Russo development as well as the bike lanes which we are hopeful will have a grant
award incoming to offset. If anyone has any questions, please let me know otherwise we can open this up for
discussion among the whole Council.

After discussion from Council, the Mayor asked if everyone was ready to move forward with the
recommendations. All were in favor.

Comments from the Council:

Councilwoman Boto - Congratulations to the Girl Scouts, and their troop leaders. Thank you for all your work. |
would also like to Thank Ms. Perry for her time with us. Best wishes in all her future endeavors. Lastly, on tonight's
Agenda you will see Resolution 25-85 approving the Memorandum of Agreement with the DPW Teamsters
Contract. | am glad negotiations have concluded. I'd like to thank everyone involved for their efforts in reaching
a mutually beneficial agreement. | ask Council to please support it.

Councilman Foley - Excited to be out Walking Garwood again this year—connecting with neighbors, hearing
your concerns, and answering any questions you have. Last year was a success, and I'm looking forward to
building on that.

Councilman Kearney - Good evening, everyone! Thank you to our outgoing Borough Clerk, Ms. Perry, for
stepping ‘“into the breach” for us since last year. Working with you as our Clerk has been an absolute
pleasure. The number of efficiencies you have found and implemented in such a short tenure is amazing, and |
know the mentorship and guidance you provided to Ms. Vasquez will prove invaluable throughout her career. |
will miss your flashy nail polish and the many amusing ways you pronounce Counciman Padusniak’s
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name. Thank you again, and enjoy reclaiming your retirement status for many more years! That's all for me
tonight.

Councilman Lazarow - Congratulated Mrs. Perry on her retirement.

Councilman Padusniak - Yesterday the mayor and | attended the New Jersey Motion Picture and Television
Commission’s “Film Ready” workshop, which is the first official step on our journey to becoming “Film Ready."
So far, over 20 businesses and locations have signed up to be listed as either potential filming sites, vendors,
or both. We invite any business within the town to consider joining the “Film Ready” process. Getting listed
does not require you to participate in any prospective projects. Within the next couple weeks, | will be meeting
with a photographer from the NJMPTVC to take pictures of various sites for listing on our “Film Ready” page.
More to come soon!

Council President Nolde — Thanked Mrs. Perry for helping the Borough out.

MINUTES:
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on March 13, 2025.

A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept the Regular and
Executive Session Meeting Minutes as presented. All in favor - aye, opposed — none.

COMMUNICATIONS:

1. RVSA Minutes re: Regular meeting, User Charge Report, Report of Treasurer and Flow Rights
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA Minutes -

Regular meeting user charge report report of treasurer and fiow rights.pdf

2. Bruce Patterson, correspondence to Mayor and Council, regarding Breaking Down the Budget
discussion (previously provided).

ORDINANCES:
FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-08 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-08

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 106 “LAND USE REGULATIONS” WITHIN ARTICLE | “GENERAL
PROVISIONS” OF THE BOROUGH’S CODE

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-

08 Amend Chapter 106 Land Use Requlations Article | General Provisions.pdf

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-08. - none
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-08 - none

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to close Public Hearing on
Ordinance No. 25-08. All in favor - aye, opposed — none.

Discussion: None
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A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt Ordinance No. 25-
08.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-09 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-09

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 106 “LAND USE REGULATIONS” WITHIN ARTICLE VIil “ZONE
REGULATIONS” OF THE BOROUGH’S CODE
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-
09 Amend Chapter 106 Land Use Regulations within Article VIIl Zone Regulations.pdf

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-09. - None
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-09. - None

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to close Public Hearing on
Ordinance No. 25-09. All in favor: aye, opposed: none.

Discussion: None

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt Ordinance No.
25-09.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-10 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-10

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND
TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE VIl “PROHIBITED TURNING MOVEMENTS”,
SECTION 21-16.4 “LEFT TURNS PROHIBITED”.

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-
10 _Amending Chapter 21 Vehicles and Traffic Article VIl Prohibited Turning Movements.pdf

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-10. - None
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-10 - None

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Boto to close Public Hearing on
Ordinance No. 25-10. All in favor; aye, opposed: none.
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Discussion: None

A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Lazarow to adopt Ordinance No. 25-
10.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-11 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-11

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BY AMENDED CHAPTER 67, ENTITLED “BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES”,
ARTICLE VIIl, “REGISTRATION OF RENTAL UNITS”

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/% 7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-11 Amending Chapter 67 Buildings and Structures 67-
32 License Regquired Date.pdf

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-11. None
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-11.
Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue — Asked why there was a date change in the ordinance.

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to close Public Hearing on
Ordinance No. 25-11. All in favor: aye, opposed: none.

Discussion: The Mayor asked the Administrator to explain the change. The Administrator indicated that
when the ordinance was amended the original date was changed. This ordinance is putting the date back
to the original.

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Ordinance No. 25-
11.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE
INTRODUCTION:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-12 by title only:
ORDINANCE NO. 25-12
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 134, ENTITLED “SEWERS”, ARTICLE V,
“INDUSTRIAL WASTE AND FEES”, SUBSECTION 134-15C
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https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-12 Amending Chapter 134 Section 134-
15C Industrial Sewer Charge.pdf

A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to introduce Ordinance No. 25-12.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-13 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-13

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 34, ENTITLED
“POLICE DEPARTMENT”, SECTION 4, ENTITLED “APPOINTMENTS”.

hitps://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DEFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-13 Amending Chapter 34 Police Dept Section 4 Appointments.pdf

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to infroduce Ordinance No. 25-13.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

The meeting broke at 8:02 p.m. for a five (5) minute recess. Councilwoman Boto made a motion and
Councilman Foley seconded. All were in favor. The meeting resumed at 8:07 p.m.

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Counciman Foley, Chair - This week the boro has been informed that the
BMED Fund—the joint insurance fund that provides health benefits coverage to participating municipalities
including Garwood—is facing increased claims and financial strain. As a result, they are requiring additional
payout costs from each municipality. Garwood's portion has been set at around $95,000, which we were told
we should be able to pay out over three years. Nonetheless, this is extremely concerning and would obviously
make an impact on this year's budget as well as the budgets for the following two years. While we anticipated
the 12% increase in costs and understand that even the state plan is seeing even larger increases, this is an
unprecedented move by the hif. Our Borough Administrator is scheduled to meet with BMED representatives
tomorrow to discuss this new requirement and explore payment options that would help reduce those impacts.
The Finance committee will be holding a meeting this weekend to discuss the outcome of tomorrow’s
meeting. We remain committed to protecting the long-term fiscal health of our community and will continue
to monitor the situation closely. An update will be given at our special budget meeting when we have further
information. Please join us for the Special Budget Meeting on April 2nd at 7:00 p.m. at Borough Hall for further
updates and discussion.

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair — No Report, however offered condolences to the family of
Robert Van Natta.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair — no report.
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PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair - The DPW: Completed residential pickup of household waste
and white goods.  Checked and treated reoccurring problem sewer lines on a weekly basis. ~ Cleaned up the
litter and debris throughout the grounds at the Sports and Recreation Complex and around the bus stop
enclosures along North and South Avenue(s), both sides of the underpass sidewalks on Center Street and
Kennedy Plaza.  Repaired broken street and traffic signs in various locations of the Borough.  Checked the
roof drains on the municipal complex and removed any accumulated leaves or debris. ~ Met with the Shade
Tree Officer to discuss residential tree concerns.  Cleared the debris from the tops of all stormwater drainage
inlets on the North and South side of the Borough before and after heavy forecasted rains.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair - The Police Committee met before tonight's
Council meeting to discuss updates to the north side parking layout recommended by Chief Stoffer after his
ongoing follow-up meetings with residents and our small businesses in the area. We will have a second item
for introduction as well, with a small adjustment to slightly enlarge an existing no-parking area on the 300
biock of Hickory Avenue, requested by a resident in the area. The committee is unanimously supporting
moving the Chief's recommendations onto the next agenda for introduction. Since our last Council meeting,
we’ve also provided markup on the proposed updates to the Borough Code regarding dog and cat licensing
for review by the Borough Clerk, Health Department, and Borough Attorney. | expect we will also have this
ready for introduction in April. That's all for this report.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair - Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture:
The second annual Garwood Poetry Festival will take place the weekend of April 26 and 27th at the Garwood
Public Library and the Crossroads. The event at Crossroads is made in part by a HEART grant from the Union
County Board of County Commissioners. GPAC is asking local poets to submit their poems for consideration
in order to be invited to read at the Garwood Public Library on April 26. Poems should be submitted to my
borough email (cnolde@garwood.org). Due date for all poetry submissions is April 14. Historical: No report.
Recreation: Adult Programs:

e Open Play Soccer (30+): Fridays 8-9:50 pm, free
e Ceramics: Wednesdays at 7 pm, 4/30, 5/28 - $18/class for residents
® Canvas Painting: Wednesday 4/9 at 7 pm, $23 for residents
Youth Programs: Please mention these. Registration open at www.garwoodrec.com
® Brixology (Lego Based Program) (Grades Kindergarten through 5%): by Mad Science, Mondays from
5 pm to 6 pm, 3/31-5/19 (no class on 4/14 and 4/21), $153 for residents. Need 3 more!
Walking Challenge (Ages 8-17): Month of April
Soccer Classes (Ages 1.5 to 7): by US Sports Institute, Saturday mornings, 6 weeks, 4/26 — 6/7
Parent and Me Multi-Sports (Ages 2-3.5): by US Sports Institute, Saturday mornings, 6 weeks, 4/26
- 6/7
® Summer Rec Camp (Grades 15t through 8t"): Registration is now open at www.garwoodrec.com Early
Bird Rate: $130 for summer until May 23!
Upcoming Events:
e Garwood Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 12t at 11 am (rain date is Saturday, April 19" at 11 am)
at the Garwood Sports and Rec Complex. Free. No pre-registration is required.
e Easter Bunny Drive Around: In conjunction with the Garwood Fire Department. Saturday, April 19t
at 10 am.
® Memorial Day Remembrance Ceremony: Monday, May 26% at 12pm at the Knights of Columbus.
Stay tuned for info!

Additional: Garwood Rec is looking for Counselors and Counselors in Training for summer camp. Submit
your application at: www.garwoodrec.com by Monday, March 31st

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow, Chair - APRIL 7, 14, 21, and 28, at 3 pm
Kid's Chess Informal chess games for children of all ages. Note this is non-instructional supervised play. No
registration required. Limit 12. APRIL 8, at 3pm Grab and Go Kid's Craft & April 15 @ 3 for adults -Pick
up supplies and instructions for a seasonal craft. Registration is required for craft kits and is limited to 15
participants. APRIL 12 From Italy with Love at 11 am, This musical performance features an array of Italian
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classical songs performed by renowned vocal tenor Salvatore Chiarelli. April 23 @ 11:30 am - How to be
an Effective Caregiver - Join Sandy Tovray Greenberg, acclaimed author of "Who Will Butter My Toast?",
for an insightful and enlightening conversation! Sandy will offer a clear and precise guide to caring for
incapacitated loved ones, drawing from her personal experiences and professional expertise. April 30, from
10 am to noon Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) — Union County Division of Aging Staff will be on hand to assist
seniors (age 60+) or their caregivers with information on services, such as meal delivery, respite care, adult
day care and services for caregivers.

2024 Report for Garwood Library
14,839 Visits to the Garwood Library
430 Programs held
5,724 Attended programs at the library
14,171 Total circulation
1,754 Questions answered
15,000 Website visits

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney - The Garwood Board of Education held its regularly
scheduled meeting this past Tuesday, March 18th. Presentations to the Board included the monthly Mustang
Movers, honoring Ms. Joana Lopes as the Educator of the Year, the Board Attorney regarding ethics for
Board Members, and the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 audit. The Board took Preliminary action on the 2025-2026
school year budget using the relevant state aid figures, submitting the tentative budget to the County
Superintendent of Schools for approval, and set a date of April 22, 2025, at 7 p.m. for the public budget
hearing. The preliminary calendar for the 2025-2026 school year was also set. As always, the
Superintendent’s full monthly report can be found on the garwoodschools.org website. Look for the link under
Mr. Kinney’s name under the “Administration” tab. Also, Kindergarten registration for the fall is officially open.
The registration packet is available under the “Parent Resources” tab on the garwoodschools.org website,
and the packets are due at Lincoln School by April 25th. The office will accept registration paperwork from 9
to 11 a.m., Monday through Friday (excepting holidays).

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock - No report, our next meeting is in April on
the 3 at 12:00 at the Knights of Columbus.

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney — No report.

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley - The Garwood Board of Health met on March 19th to
review and discuss current public health matters impacting our community. Key items from the meeting
included: « Vaccination Updates: The Board reviewed the current vaccination rates in town and encourages
all residents to stay up to date on recommended vaccines to maintain community health and safety. « H1N1
Cases: There has been an observed increase in H1N1 cases. The Board urges residents to remain vigilant
and follow best health practices to prevent the spread of illness, including regular hand washing, staying
home when sick, and seeking medical attention when necessary. + Cat Licensing Recommendation:
Garwood remains the only municipality in Union County that does not currently require cat licensing. The
Board recommends implementing cat licensing to support public health and safety. Licensing helps ensure
that cats are vaccinated against rabies—a particularly important measure given their increased risk of both
rabies and the emerging threat of bird flu. The Police Committee is in agreement with this recommendation,
recognizing it as an important step toward ensuring a healthier, safer Garwood for all. The Board of Health
will continue monitoring these and other issues and remains committed to protecting the well-being of
Garwood residents.

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney - The Planning Board met last night; most of the meeting
was spent in an executive session regarding affordable housing. In the public portion, the Board unanimously
adopted a Resolution granting the appeal regarding 639-645 South Avenue from the prior meeting, and
discussed updates to the application packets adopted in a previous meeting regarding more clearly spelling
out the various development fee structures, which will now be incorporated using a link on the Borough
website and a separate handout to avoid having to update the entire packet (which requires Board approval)
anytime the Borough or the State updates a fee. The next Planning Board meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, April 23rd, but this meeting may be moved or canceled depending on whether there is new
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business. At this time, there are no pending appeals or applications ready to be heard. I'll provide an update
on that at our next Council meeting.

OFFICER’S REPORTS: PREVIOUSLY REPORTED

None

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the microphone,
and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

John Prichard, 410 Spruce Avenue — We need to support our police, fire and rescue squads. We need them
in times of emergency. Need to also back our military. During Vietnam, three men from Garwood lost their
lives. Press State Legislature to reopen VA hospitals. In favor of Revolution NJ.

Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue — Indicated the Borough's health insurance increased 12% but the BOE'’s
only increased 10%. Asked about sewer fee and what goes to RVSA and what to maintenance. Thanked
Mrs. Perry. Asked about the FD antenna and when/how long it has been out of service. Capital grants will
we have to budget for our share.

William Nierstadt, 320 Hickory Avenue spoke about four (4) things. Rats in regards to garbage and recycling.
Indicated the Borough needs to appoint an enforcement officer. The Borough needs to ban black garbage
bags, homes should not have more than five cans out at any time. The Borough needs to establish and
enforce fines for breaking regulations. He travels the town and see the Code broken everyday without any
enforcement nor fines.

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to close public comment. All in
favor - aye, opposed — none.

Mayor Blumenstock indicated there is a brochure sent to all residents that reminds them of the rules. Any
complaints should be turned over to DPW for enforcement. Mr. Paterson sewer fees are a line item for
maintenance/RVSA. Resolution 25-85 is a Memorandum of Agreement with DPW. She indicated some
grants have a matching. The Friendly budget will be released March 28.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with a
single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of funds; any
item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be
reflected in the full minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-72

APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CLERK

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey,
hereby appoints John Arthur as Deputy Clerk, effective April 1, 2025.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-73

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, RECOGNIZING NJ LOCAL GOVERNMENT
WEEK, APRIL 6 - APRIL 12, 2025 AND ENCOURAGING ALL CITIZENS TO SUPPORT THE
CELEBRATION AND CORRESPONDING ACTIVITIES.

WHEREAS, local government is the government closest to most citizens, and the one with the most direct
daily impact upon its residents; and
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WHEREAS, local government provides services and programs that enhance the quality of life for residents,
making their municipality their home; and

WHEREAS, local government is administered for and by its citizens, and is dependent upon public
commitment to and understanding of its many responsibilities; and

WHEREAS, local government officials and employees share the responsibility to pass along the
understanding of public services and their benefits; and

WHEREAS, NJ Local Government Week offers an important opportunity for elected officials and local
government staff to spread the word to all citizens of New Jersey that they can shape and influence this
branch of government; and

WHEREAS, the NJ State League of Municipalities and its member municipalities have joined together to
teach citizens about municipal government through a variety of activities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY GOVERNING BODY AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. That the Mayor and Council encourage all citizens, local government officials, and employees to
participate in events that recognize and celebrate NJ Local Government Week.

Section 2. That Garwood encourages educational partnerships between local government and schools, as
well as civic groups and other organizations.

Section 3. That Garwood supports and encourages all New Jersey local governments to actively promote
and sponsor NJ Local Government Week.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-74

APPOINTMENT OF PART-TIME ASSISTANT
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey,

hereby hires Mollie Helck as a part time Administrative Assistant in the Borough Administration office
effective April 1, 2025 at a salary of $25.00 per hour.

RESOLUTION NO. 24-75

RESOLUTION APPROVING LOSAP FOR MEMBERS OF GARWOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby
approves the list of members eligible for 2024 LOSAP Benefits from the Garwood Fire Department.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the list below is hereby made part of this resolution.

The following members have met the required 85 points under the LOSAP ordinance:

T. Digney T. Gesior B. Gregory
J. Gregory E. Lasinski J. Pelusio
J. Ryan J. Scalzadonna L. Spina
T. Trojan A. Tweedle D. White

RESOLUTION NO. 25-76

RESOLUTION APPROVING LOSAP FOR GARWOOD FIRST AID SQUAD

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby
approves the list of members eligible for 2024 LOSAP Benefits from the Garwood First Aid Squad.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the names listed below are hereby made part of this resolution.

The following members have met the required 85 points under the LOSAP ordinance:

G. Kobliska L. Raibin K. Balinth
J. Regan W. Lutz W. Ng

S. Smith G. Costello J. Regan
A. Dorodnykh S. Willix

RESOLUTION NO. 25-77

RESOLUTION APPROVING LOSAP BENEFITS CONTRIBUTION

WHEREAS, participating volunteer Fire Company and First Aid Squad submitted certified lists to the local
LOSAP Plan Administrator of those emergency service workers who have met the requirements of the plan
as outlined in Code of the Borough of Garwood; and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 25-75, adopted on March 27, 2025 accepted the list of eligible members for the
Garwood Fire Department and the Administrator directed the list be posted for a period of 30 days; and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 25-76, adopted on March 27, 2025 accepted the list of eligible members for the
Garwood First Aid Squad and the Administrator directed the list be posted for a period of 30 days; and

WHEREAS, the Local Plan Administrator received no appeals from members of the Garwood Fire Department
or Garwood First Aid Squad as presented.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby authorizes the
treasurer to draw a check for the 2024 LOSAP benefits contribution as follows:

12 members of the Garwood Fire Department at $1,748 each (Total: $20,976)
11 members of the Garwood First Aid Squad at $1,748 each (Total: $19,228)

Total 2024 Contribution: $ 40,204

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amount of $40,204 will be placed in the 2025 Municipal Budget and a copy
of this resolution will be forwarded to Sandy Bruns, CFO.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-78

GCSUD GRANT ACCEPTANCE FY2026

WHEREAS, the Governor's Council on Substance Use Disorder (GCSUD) established the Municipal
Alliances for the Prevention of Substance Use Disorder in 1989 to educate and engage residents, local
government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, the faith community, parents,
youth and other allies in efforts to prevent substance use disorder in communities throughout New Jersey.

WHEREAS, The Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey
recognizes that substance use disorder is a serious problem in our society amongst persons of all ages; and
therefore, has an established Municipal Alliance Committee; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials but
upon the entire community to take action to prevent substance use disorder in our community; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has applied for funding to the Governor's Council on Substance Use
Disorder through the County of Union;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey
hereby recognizes the following:

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of a strategic plan for the Garwood Municipal
Alliance grant for fiscal year in the amount of:

GCSUD Grant $3,549.00
Cash Match $ 887.25
In-Kind $2,661.75

2. The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the Municipal Alliance
grant, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-79

AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF THE REVISED BUDGET INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION DATES
AS ISSUED BY THE LOCAL FINANCE BOARD

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5b requires that the budget be introduced no later than February 10t and
adopted by March 20t of its calendar fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 50A:4-5.1 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services
may, with the approval of the Local Finance Board, extend the dates for introduction and approval beyond
the dates required by the Local Budget Law; and

WHEREAS, the Director of Local Government Services issued Local Finance Notice 2024-20 on December
18, 2024 authorizing the introduction of the Municipal Budget by March 31, or the date of the next regularly
scheduled meeting of the Governing Body, and adoption of the Municipal Budget by April 301", or the date of
the next regularly scheduled meeting; and

WHEREAS, the Local Finance board permits an increase in the temporary appropriations as may be
necessary due to the extension.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, State of New
Jersey that:

1. The Borough desires to avail itself of the revised introduction and adoption dates as stated in the
Local Finance Notice 2024-20; and

Upon the recommendation of the Chief Financial Officer, shall consider additional temporary appropriations
as required to fulfill Borough needs until adoption of the budget.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-80

RESIGNATION OF MUNICIPAL CLERK

WHEREAS, on February 18, 2025, the Borough Administrator received correspondence dated February 18,
2025, from Nennette Perry, Municipal Clerk advising that she will be resigning from her employment with the
Borough of Garwood; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Perry has advised that her resignation from her position of Municipal Clerk shall be effective
on March 31, 2025; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood as
follows:

1) The Borough of Garwood hereby accepts and relies upon the February 18, 2025 notice of resignation
from Nennette Perry.
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2) Effective March 31, 2025, Nennette Perry shall be resigned from her position as Municipal Clerk with
the Borough of Garwood.
3) This resolution shall take effect immediately.
RESOLUTION NO. 25-81
AUTHORIZING 2024 BUDGET TRANSFER #8

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby directs
the transfers of 2024 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to make
necessary transfers and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Governing Body.

FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount
4-01-25-240-100-
Police Dispatch S&W 0108 5,000.00
4-01-25-240-100-
Police Crossing Guard S&W 0115 5,000.00
Total 10,000.00
TO:
4-01-30-415-100-
Retirement Payout Retirement & Accum Leave 0100 10,000.00
Total 10,000.00

RESOLUTION NO. 25-82

NEW HIRE POLICE OFFICER STEP 1
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey,
hereby appoints Christopher Smedberg as a Step 1 Patrolman in the Garwood Police Department, effective
March 31, 2025 at an annual salary of $52,532, in accordance with P.B.A. Contract 2023-2026.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-84

AWARDING CONTRACT FOR JANITORIAL SERVICES FOR MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS

WHEREAS, the Borough Clerk of the Borough of Garwood posted in accordance with the Local Public
Contracts Law for bids for Janitorial Service for Municipal Buildings on February 27, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Clerk of the Borough of Garwood received four (4) bids on March 13, 2025;
and

WHEREAS, the lowest responsible bid was received from Cleaning Services of Hudson Valley Inc.,
55 Ramapo Road, Suite 88, Garnerville, New York 10923; and

WHEREAS, the Administrator reviewed the bids, called references and deems the bid acceptable.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood:
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1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute a
contract with Cleaning Services of Hudson Valley Inc., 55 Ramapo Road, Suite 88,
Garnerville, New York 10923 for Janitorial Services for Municipal Buildings.

2. The contract shall be awarded for a one (1)-year term beginning May 1, 2025 to April 30,
2026 for an amount of $2,000 per month or $24,000 annually. If contract is satisfactory to
both parties, the Borough reserves the right to extend the contract for one (1) additional
twelve (12) months at the same rate as the initial contract.

3. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this resolution
and the bid document along with the contract on file and available for public inspection in
the Officeof the Borough Clerk; and

4, A copy of this resolution will be provided to Sandy Bruns, CFO and Cleaning Services of
Hudson Valley Inc.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-85

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
WITH TEAMSTERS LOCAL 11

WHEREAS, the collective negotiations agreement between the Borough of Garwood (“Borough”)
and Teamsters Local 11 (hereinafter referred to as “Teamsters”) expired on December 31, 2024; and

WHEREAS, the Borough and the Teamsters have been negotiating the terms to a successor
collective negotiations agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Borough and the Teamsters have negotiated and agreed upon the terms to a
successor collective negotiations agreement set forth in the Memorandum of Agreement executed by the
Teamsters on March 25, 2025 attached hereto as exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the Memorandum of Agreement was ratified by the members of the Teamsters on
March 25, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is desirous of ratifying the agreed upon terms to the successor
collective negotiations agreement set forth in the Memorandum of Agreement attached hereto as exhibit A,
and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1). The Borough hereby ratifies the Memorandum of Agreement with Teamsters Local 11 for the
period of January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2027.

2). The Mayor is further authorized to execute the Memorandum of Agreement.
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL.:
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Council President Nolde to adopt Consent Agenda.

Discussion: None

ROLL CALL:
Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE

Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE
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RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:

Councilman Kearney pulled the following resolution from the Consent Agenda:

RESOLUTION NO. 25-83

RESOLUTION OPPOSING NEW JERSEY’S BALLOT REDESIGN AND
INCREASED PETITION SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS

WHEREAS, democracy thrives on fairness, transparency, and accessibility, ensuring that all candidates,
regardless of party affiliation or political connections, have an equal opportunity to run for office and serve their
communities; and

WHEREAS, the NJ State Legislature recently passed A5116/S4142 which was then signed into law by
Governor Murphy, changes New Jersey's ballot design and the increased signature requirements for petitions;
and

WHEREAS, we acknowledge that this bill is large step in the right direction following U.S. District Court Judge
Zahid Quraishi's 2024 judgement concerning ballot placement; and

WHEREAS, we feel that though the removal of county line bracketing is a positive move towards in the journey
towards fair ballot design, we feel this bill does not go far enough to ensure the spirit of Judge Quraishi's
decision; and

WHEREAS, the use of alphanumeric markers, lack of requirements on font and formatting, join petition

bracketing and increased signature requirement make it harder for grassroots candidates and independent
voices to compete; and

WHEREAS, the NJ Working Families Party, the American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey, and Make the
Road Action New Jersey along with U.S. Senator for NJ Andy Kim have spoken out against this bill.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of Garwood, strongly opposes the recent changes to
New Jersey's ballot design and petition signature requirements; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call upon our representatives in the Legislature to amend this bill to and
increase fairness and accessibility to our electoral process.
A motion was made by Council Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Resolution # 25-83.

Discussion: Councilman Kearney indicated his feelings were clear on this resolution but thanked Councilman
Foley.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney NAY Council President Nolde NAY

NEW BUSINESS: NONE
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PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified.

A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilwoman Boto to adopt Payment of Claims
Resolution.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow AYE
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, April 10, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in
Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org/gb naotices

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to adjourn. Time: 8:46 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Vazquez .
Acting Municipal Clerk



