
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

March 26, 2026 
Time: _________ 

Moment of Silence 

Salute to the Flag 

 

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Leader and advertised on  

November 13, 2025. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 

Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 

Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 

Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). P.L. 2025, c.72 states that legal ads placed by the 

municipality will not need to be published in newspapers beginning on March 1, 2026 and will be 

posted on our Borough website under the section titled Garwood Legal Notices. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Mayor Blumenstock  ______ 

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

Roll call staff and professionals:  

John Arthur, Borough Administrator 

Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 

Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 

Michael Disko, Borough Engineer 

Sandra Bruns, CFO / Treasurer 

Steve Rogut, Bond Counsel 

 

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS: 

 

Reports: 

Report of Borough Attorney 

Report of Borough Engineer 

Report of Borough Administrator 

Report of Mayor Blumenstock 

Report of Borough CFO 

 

Comments from the Council: 

Councilwoman Annarelli 

Councilwoman Bianco 

Councilwoman Nolde 

Councilman Padusniak 

Councilman Sureka 

Council President Boto 

 

  

https://garwood.org/index.asp?SEC=2885EB56-8E66-42C9-9F82-CA7D6EDF59C5
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MINUTES: 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council held on March 12, 2026. 

 

A motion was made by _____________, second by _____________ to accept the Regular Meeting 

Minutes as presented.   

 

All in favor ____, opposed ______?  

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

Notice of Mosquito Control - County of Union 

 

ORDINANCES: 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance by title only: 

 

ORDINANCE 26-10 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF 

THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING 

CHAPTER 126, ENTITLED “PARKS, FACILITIES, 

PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION”, ARTICLE I “USE 

OF PARKS, FACILITIES AND PLAYGROUNDS”, 

SUBSECTION 126-4 “PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES”. 

 

[Sponsored by Councilwoman Nolde, Police & Public Safety 

Chair] 
  

Full Ordinance can be viewed here 

 

A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce 

Ordinance No. 26-10. Hearing will take place at the April 7, 2026 Borough Council Meeting. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

 

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 

 

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Council President Boto, Chair 

 

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 

 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Notice_of_Mosquito_Control_-_County_of_Union_03-11-2026.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-10_-_Prohibited_activities_Parks_2026.pdf
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilwoman Bianco, Chair 

 

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilman Sureka, Chair 

 

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilwoman Nolde, Chair  

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair 

 

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde 

 

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Council President Boto 

 

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 

 

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Sureka 

 

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco 

 

OFFICER’S REPORTS:   

 

A motion was made by ____________, second by ______________ to accept Officer’s reports. 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 

and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A motion was made by ____________, second by ______________ to close public comment. 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 
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CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 

with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 

Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 

all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-66 

RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING NJ LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEK, 

APRIL 12-18, 2026, AND ENCOURAGING ALL CITIZENS TO SUPPORT THE 

CELEBRATION AND CORRESPONDING ACTIVITIES 

[Sponsored by Mayor Jennifer Blumenstock] 

 

WHEREAS, local government is the government closest to most citizens, and the one with the 

most direct daily impact upon its residents; and 

 

WHEREAS, local government provides services and programs that enhance the quality of life 

for residents, making their municipality their home; and 

 

WHEREAS, local government is administered for and by its citizens, and is dependent upon 

public commitment to and understanding of its many responsibilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, local government officials and employees share the responsibility to pass along the 

understanding of public services and their benefits; and 

 

WHEREAS, NJ Local Government Week offers an important opportunity for elected officials 

and local government staff to spread the word to all citizens of New Jersey that they can shape 

and influence this branch of government; and 

 

WHEREAS, the NJ State League of Municipalities and its member municipalities have joined 

together to teach citizens about municipal government through a variety of activities. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, NJ, AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. That the Borough of Garwood encourages all citizens, local government officials, and 

employees to participate in events that recognize and celebrate NJ Local Government Week. 

 

Section 2. That the Borough of Garwood encourages educational partnerships between local 

government and schools, as well as civic groups and other organizations. 

 

Section 3. That the Borough of Garwood supports and encourages all New Jersey local 

governments to actively promote and sponsor NJ Local Government Week. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-67 

 

 RESOLUTION SETTING THE RATE FOR 2026 RECREATION SUMMER 

CAMP 

 

[Sponsored by Councilmember Annarelli, Community Engagement Chair] 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New 

Jersey hereby set the rate for 2026 Recreation Summer Camp as follows: 

 

For residents of Garwood: 

 

• $135 until May 22, 2026 

• $160 between May 23, 2026 and June 14, 2026 

• $185 late registration between June 15, 2026 and June 21, 2026 

 

For non-residents: 

 

• $270 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-68 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING PUBLIC AGENCY COMPLIANCE OFFICER 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council that Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk, be appointed as 

the Public Agency Compliance Officer for the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of 

New Jersey. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-69 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING ASSESSMENT SEARCH OFFICER 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 

of New Jersey, hereby appoint Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk as Assessment Search Officer for a 

term effective March 19, 2026 to December 31, 2026. 

 

  



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

March 26, 2026 

Page 6 of 11  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-70 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING LOCAL REGISTRAR 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

WHEREAS, by way of Resolution 26-61, duly adopted on March 12, 2026, Nicole Kotiga was 

appointed to serve as Borough Clerk for a three (3) year term effective March 19, 2026, and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 26:8-13 states that the term of office of the Local Registrar of Vital 

Statistics shall be three (3) years, and, if the local registrar is the municipal clerk, his/her term of 

office shall be concurrent with his/her term of office as clerk, and he/she shall be subject to all 

rules and regulations of the State registrar. 

 

WHEREAS, Nicole Kotiga is qualified for the position of Local Registrar having received her 

Certified Municipal Registrar certification from the New Jersey Department of Health Office of 

Vital Statistics and Registry. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County 

of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoints Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk as the Local 

Registrar of Vital Statistics for the term of office concurrent with her term of office as Borough 

Clerk. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the State 

Registrar of Vital Statistics. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-71 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2025 BUDGET TRANSFER #8 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, 

hereby directs the transfers of 2025 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby 

authorized to make necessary transfers and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled 

meeting of the Governing Body. 

 

 

FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount

Group Insurance Employer Active 5-01-23-220-200-1000 1,000.00

1,000.00

TO:

Finance Administration Contractual Services 5-01-20-130-200-0315 1,000.00

Total 1,000.00
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-72 

 

RESOLUTION COMBINING SEVERAL AUTHORIZATIONS OF 

BONDS INTO A SINGLE ISSUE AND PRESCRIBING 

THE DETAILS AND BOND FORM THEREOF FOR 

$6,365,000 GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS 

DATED MAY 1, 2026  

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

Full Resolution can be viewed here. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-73 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PUBLICATION, 

PRINTING AND DISTRIBUTION OF A NOTICE OF SALE 

AND THE PUBLICATION OF A SUMMARY NOTICE OF 

SALE AND PRESCRIBING THE FORMS THEREOF FOR 

$6,365,000 GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS, DATED 

MAY 1, 2026, APPROVING THE PREPARATION, 

DISTRIBUTION AND EXECUTION OF A PRELIMINARY 

AND A FINAL OFFICIAL STATEMENT FOR SUCH 

BONDS, UNDERTAKING TO PROVIDE CONTINUING 

DISCLOSURE OF FINANCIAL INFORMATION, 

COVENANTING TO COMPLY WITH THE INTERNAL 

REVENUE CODE OF 1986, AS AMENDED, DESIGNATING 

SUCH BONDS AS "QUALIFIED TAX-EXEMPT 

OBLIGATIONS" FOR PURPOSES OF THE INTERNAL 

REVENUE CODE OF 1986, AS AMENDED, AND 

AUTHORIZING VARIOUS MATTERS IN CONNECTION 

WITH ELECTRONIC BIDDING FOR THE BONDS 

 

Full Resolution can be viewed here. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-74 

 

AUTHORIZE PUBLIC AUCTION FOR UNCLAIMED PROPERTY THROUGH 

MUNICIBID 

 

[Sponsored by Jonathan Pridy, Police Chief] 

 

WHEREAS, the Garwood Police Department has unclaimed property which has come into its 

possession by finding and recovery by a member of the Police Force acting in the line of duty; and 

 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-72_General_Improvements_Bond_Details_Resolution.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-73_General_Improvements_Notice_of_Sale_Resolution.pdf


Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

March 26, 2026 

Page 8 of 11  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:14-157 permits a municipality to adopt a resolution authorizing the 

sale of such tangible property after holding same for a period of at least six (6) months on the 

condition that the owner, or his whereabouts is unknown and cannot be ascertained, or if the owner 

shall refuse to receive such property. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the council of the Borough of Garwood that these 

vehicles and miscellaneous equipment and unclaimed property will be offered by the Chief of 

Police on the Muni-ci bid online auction site to the public at a date to be announced and shall be 

offered for sale at public auction to the highest bidder in accordance with the law, provided that a 

minimum price shall be established for the items and that no bid below this price shall be accepted; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all such sales at public auction shall be final and payment 

only by certified check or money order at the time of said auction payable to the Borough of 

Garwood; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the appropriate Borough officials are hereby authorized 

and instructed to take such further steps as may be required by law to effect such sale and auction, 

including the advertising of the sale of such property by other means in addition to legal notice 

required by law, and the establishment of a place and time where the merchandise to be offered 

for sale may be viewed by a potential bidder. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-75 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 
RESOLUTION AWARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACT 

(EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM) 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has the need for a Borough Employee Assistance 

Program; and 

WHEREAS, the local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A.40:11-1 et seq) exempts professional 

services from public advertising for bids which may be awarded by resolution of the 

governing body. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Garwood, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1 . The Administrator of the Borough of Garwood is hereby directed to execute and deliver a 

professional service contract for a one-year term commencing April 1, 2026 to March 31, 

2027 as follows: 

Description of Professional Service: Employee Assistance Program 

Name of Professional: Telus Health, 250 Royall Street, Suite 2 

IOW, Canton, MA 02021 Cost: Not to exceed $3,500 annually 

2. Funds are available for this purpose and the required certificate of availability of funds 

issued by the Borough's Chief Financial Officer is annexed hereto. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-76 

 

AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT WITH NOXAERO, LLC FOR DRONE 

AS FIRST RESPONDER PILOT PROGRAM 

 

[Sponsored by Jonathan Pridy, Police Chief] 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey (“Borough”) wishes 

to take part in the Drone as a First Responder Pilot Program (“Program”), and  

 

WHEREAS, participation in the Program will enable the Borough to assess the value, operational 

impact and regulatory feasibility of a drone-based first responder operation, with no cost to the 

Borough for participation in the Program. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. Authorizes the Borough Administrator to execute an agreement with NOXAERO, LLC, 

55 South Avenue, Garwood, NJ 07027, for their Drone as a First Responder Pilot Program. 

 

2. This agreement shall commence on April 1, 2026 and continue for a period of two (2) years 

unless terminated earlier by either party. 

 

3. The Borough Clerk is directed to file and retain the appropriate documentation related to 

this agreement in accordance with applicable New Jersey statutes and administrative codes. 

 

4. The Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to execute any necessary documents to 

effectuate the contract and disburse payment accordingly. 

 

 

  



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

March 26, 2026 

Page 10 of 11  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-77 

 

AUTHORIZING AMENDED FINES FOR THE  

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD MUNICIPAL COURT  

NEW JERSEY AUTOMATED TRAFFIC SYSTEM VIOLATION LIST 

 

[Sponsored by Jonathan Pridy, Police Chief] 

 

Full Resolution can be viewed here. 

 

A motion was made by ________________, second by ______________ to adopt Consent 

Agenda. 
 

Discussion:  
 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

A motion was made by ____________________, second by _________________, to adopt 

Resolution # 26-_______. 

 

Discussion:  

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

NEW BUSINESS: NONE 

 

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-78 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLL 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD: 

 

that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when properly 

signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 

 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-77_-_approving_fines_for_violation_list.pdf
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A motion was made by _____________________ second by ____________________ to adopt 

Payment of Claims Resolution.  

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The next Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, April 9, 2026 at 

7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 

https://garwood.org/gb_notices 

 

A motion was made by _______________ second by ________________ to adjourn.   

 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 

 

Time:__________  

https://garwood.org/gb_notices

