Borough of Garwood
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MINUTES
~—— March 13, 2025
Time: _7:00 P.M.

Moment of Silence
Salute to the Flag

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the Municipal
website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk informing the public
of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975).

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blumenstock AYE

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow ABSENT
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

Roll call staff and professionals: All present
John Arthur, Borough Administrator

Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney

Doug Stoffer, Chief of Police

Swearing in of Officer Yaya Coulibaly — The Mayor introduced Office Coulibaly and his family. She spoke
about his background. The Mayor administered the Oath of Office.

Presentation: Honoring Students — Youth Art Month — The Mayor along with Council President Nolde
presented certificates to the Lincoln School students who participated in the Youth Art Month. Ms. Planer
their teacher assisted with the certificates.

Reports:
Report of Borough Attorney — no report.

Report of Borough Administrator - We opened bids for cleaning services and concessions at the Athletic
Field Complex today. We will have updates soon once we review everything. The shade structure at the
athletic field complex is complete. Concrete has been poured and the grass reseeded. The new
Garwood.org website is live and optimized for mobile usage. Some pages are still being updated, so please
note that you may see some changes as our public information officer inputs and edits things. Ordinance
No. 25-11 was included because we need to reflect the date that the ordinance was adopted, not when it
was later amended.

Report of Mayor Blumenstock - | want to commend the Council for taking their jobs so seriously. They've
put the ordinance for the sewer program on their agenda and they have done a lot of work and research
and discussion leading to this. And quite frankly, agree or disagree with it, it's not something that is
politically beneficial. Nothing involving additional money ever is, and though it's been discussed many
times over the years going back to early 2000’s, Councils have kicked the can on the issue, despite other
surrounding towns having seen the increased costs and aging infrastructure and bitten the bullet so to
speak. This was never initiated here in Garwood before, and for various reasons I'm sure, but also because
we know it is a topic that can be controversial. But this council felt the responsibility of their positions as
stewards of the residents’ tax dollars and moved forward despite is the possible perceived political
implications. And that really says something about their character and the way they value their
responsibility. Moving onto some new business, there are some big congratulations in order for our Police
Department. They were officially accredited today! It is a huge accomplishment for Chief Stoffer, Captain
Rocco and all of our Officers. It is an extremely long and difficult process and to do this in a small town is
even more challenging. But they met that challenge and then some. | look forward to having an official
celebration at a Council meeting in the near future. | have asked Councilwoman Boto to head up a
committee to look into the possible replacement of the tree in the Borough Hall parking lot that serves as
the Christmas tree during the Christmas season. As you can see, it has begun to die and is leaning over.



Meeting of the Mayor and Council
March 13, 2025
Page 2

So some of the Citizens Advisory Panel members will join her in researching options and coming up with
ideas to replace it at some point in the future. Obviously, this might not happen by next season, but | think
it's good to put a plan into place so that we can plan for possible costs. Speaking of Citizens Advisory,
Councilwoman Boto and | met with the committee on Tuesday evening to discuss the various capital items
Finance will soon be discussing, as well as some other items of interest that | believe will be discussed by
Councilmembers tonight, so | will advise on their feedback with those discussions. | also provided Citizens
Advisory with an update on the affordable housing process as well as the Paperboard redevelopment, so |
wanted to also provide one here as well. In terms of Paperboard, they have now provided a rough draft of
a new redevelopment plan to our affordable housing planner, however it did not have some of the items we
would need before we could move forward with the discussion. So, our Planner has asked them to provide
more documentation. As you know, our new affordable housing number was provided by the DCA and our
affordable housing planner and attorney have been working to create some recommendations for the plan
that needs to be adopted in June. This was discussed in executive session last night at the Planning Board
meeting. At this point, we are looking for some decisions on those recommendations to be made by the
Planning Board within the coming weeks, and then it will be presented for a public hearing a Planning Board
meeting hopefully in April. Following that, it will come back to the Council for discussion in May for possible
revisions and adoption by the deadline in June. It's a crunched timetable and these are estimated dates
that may change as things progress, but | think we will be able to come up with a solid plan for the best
possible locations in Garwood for housing. | want to thank Superintendent Kinney for inviting me to
Washington School to read to the pre-k classrooms for Read Across America Month. It's obviously one of
the best parts of my year. We enjoyed some Dr. Seuss of course and had some great conversations. | also
had a chance this month to meet with Ms. Lopes class in second grade to discuss what a Mayor does.
They had some tough questions for me, but | think | convinced them to go into government when they grow
up. Though I think they might want to be President rather than Mayor. Living at the White House is a big
deal! And lastly, just want to say good luck to the Lincoln School students involved in the annual school
play. This year it's Mean Girls, Jr. It's tomorrow, Friday, and Saturday nights at 7pm and tickets are
available at the door. To Cece and the other students, break a leg!

Comments from the Council:
Councilwoman Boto — Congratulations to Officer Coulibaly and the students who participated in the Arts
program.

Councilman Foley - | just wanted to highlight our sewer ordinance up for introduction tonight. This sewer fee
has been discussed as an option starting at the beginning of 2024. Due to the amount of work associated with
its implementation and the fact that we were transitioning to a new Borough Administrator, the decision was
made to start the preparation for implementation in 2024. This preparation also allowed the finance committee
to be presented with different options including charging a flat fee versus charging a usage fee. Given the size
of our town and the operational capacity available to implement this fee, a flat $100 fee for each residential unit
was agreed upon. This fee is significantly less than most of our neighboring towns. This would escalate 5
dollars every year for the next five years and would help fund preventative sewer maintenance. As mentioned
in previous council meetings by our engineer, we have many areas in our sewer system that wilt need repair
work to maintain sewer service to all our residents. In addition, because sewer fees are a utility, all residents,
including the Vermella apartments will contribute to this fee, which allows everyone in town to share equitably
in the cost of keeping our infrastructure reliable. In addition, the finance committee has been meeting weekly
and one of the items that has resulted in intense discussion was a request by Chief Stouffer for adding an 18th
police officer to the Garwood police squad starting on July 1st. Adding additional employees is always a very
challenging proposition as we need to be mindful of the additional costs incurred with the needs of our
departments to fully ensure that our town is safe and compliant with all state and local statutes. Therefore, we
wanted to bring the idea of adding an 18th officer to the full council and public for feedback to make a final
decision. Some of the factors that we have considered include the fact that one of our current officers is on a
long-term medical leave of absence leaving the department right now with 16 officers for the past year and
potentially for the foreseeable future. Adding another officer while the officer is still on a medical leave, would
bring the department back to 17 active officers. The additional requirements for discovery requests, one of the
major responsibilities of our officers, has required a steep increase in manpower and hours from our
department. With this additional officer, there is the potential to bring back a traffic unit to specifically focus on
speed enforcement engineering as well as pedestrian safety. In addition, with the upcoming retirement of Chief
Stauffer, the new Chief will have more flexibility in staffing to decrease or keep overtime costs stable. The
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amount of summons issued by our department when comparing 2022 to 2023 and 2024 has increased and
hopefully the chief tonight will be able to elaborate on these increases that has not only helped keep Garwood
safer, but has brought in revenue that has helped combat some of the significant state mandates for updated
equipment and protocols. Finally, the Chief has expressed the desire to aiso be more proactive as we anticipate
seeing Paperboard apartment complex to finally break ground in the very near future and that increase in
residents will require increased demands on our department. However, it may not be for a couple of years, so
one could make a case to wait until next year's budget. Again, rather than just discussing this in Finance, and
making the recommendation, | thought such an important decision should be put out in our public meeting to
gather feedback before the budget process continues. | am hopeful we can hear from all council members,
mayor, and the public about their thoughts on this potential addition. Tonight, | want to speak about an issue
that concerns all of us, regardless of party affiliation—the integrity of our elections. Recently, the New Jersey
Legislature passed a bill to change the way our ballots look and reform other aspects of our elections. | believe
however that this bill has the opposite effect on free and fair elections. These changes—redesigning the primary
bailot and dramatically increasing the number of signatures required for candidates to get on the ballot—are
not about strengthening democracy. They, restricting voter choice, and making it harder for grassroots
candidates to compete. For years, New Jersey’s “county line” ballot system unfairly benefited party-backed
candidates, giving them a major advantage by clustering them together in a way that influenced voter
perception. That system has finally been eliminated, and on the surface, that sounds like a victory for fairness.
But what we got instead is another system that still allows for candidates to be grouped together by shared
slogans and endorsements. This might seem like a small detail, ballot design influences voter behavior.
Allowing candidates to be bracketed together still gives an unfair advantage to those with party backing, leaving
independent and grassroots challengers at a disadvantage. If we want a fair ballot, we should adopt the
standard office-block format used in nearly all states, where every candidate for a given office is listed equally,
with no visual cues that steer voters toward one over another. As concerning as the ballot design is, the new
signature requirements are an even concern. The threshold for candidates to even appear on the ballot has
now doubled or tripled in many cases. These changes make it significantly harder for regular people—our
neighbors, community leaders, and public servants—to step up and run for office. It forces candidates to spend
even more time and resources just to get on the ballot. Raising the bar for ballot access is not a way to make
elections stronger—it's a way to limit competition and protect those already in office. When individuals run
unopposed and sit comfortably in their seats year after year, there can become a disconnect between them
and the people they're supposed to represent. It risks encouraging a mindset of entitlement, not service. People
in office may become less responsive to the needs of their constituents. One of the problems we're facing in
New Jersey is that too many offices are filled by incumbents who don’t face meaningful competition. This is not
just a matter of elections—it's a matter of good governance. This harms not just the state, but it harms us right
here in Garwood. When individuals run unopposed and sit comfortably in their seats year after year, there can
become a disconnect between them and the people they're supposed to represent. It risks encouraging a
mindset of entitlement, not service. People in office may become less responsive to the needs of their
constituents. One of the problems we're facing in New Jersey is that too many offices are filled by incumbents
who don’t face meaningful competition. This is not just a matter of elections—it's a matter of good governance.
This harms not just the state, but it harms us right here in Garwood. Free and fair elections are the foundation
of our democracy. They depend on open access, fair competition, and a level playing field where voters get to
decide who represents them. These recent changes undermine those principles. | would like to bring forth a
resolution on the next agenda to oppose these changes and call on our state leaders to repeal them. Mayor, if
the majority of Council members are in agreement, I'd like to send a resolution to our Clerk to distribute to
Councilmembers for edits and feedback.

Thank you.

Since it was brought up by Councilman Foley regarding the hiring of an additional officer, council took part in
the discussion. Mayor indicated that the Citizens Advisory Committee is in favor of hiring an additional officer.
Chief Stoffer indicated that the trends are increasing, population is increasing to warrant an 18" man. Currently,
the roster has 17 but effectively there are 15 due to absences. Efficiency has improved. The asks of the
Borough keep coming which puts a strain on workforce. They are managing overtime. Pre COVID they were
handling 16,000 calls, in 2024 more than 20,000. Arrests in 2023 — 32; 2024 — 45 and 2025 — 12 thru March.
Councilman Kearney indicated that the Police Committee for the past three years has been discussing the
hiring of an additional officer. They are in favor.

Councilwoman Boto indicated the Finance Committee is in favor.
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Council President Nolde that there has been conversation since 2023 regarding the 18" officer. She supports
the hiring.

Councilman Kearney - Thank you, Mayor and good evening, everyone. We have a lot going on tonight, and |
have a lot to get through in my comments, but | begin tonight with a statement about duty, family, and
loss. Tomorrow, Detective Joseph Azcona of the Newark Police Department will be laid to rest after being
struck down in the line of duty one week ago. His partner remains hospitalized with serious injuries. In law
enforcement, we experience the loss of any fellow officer as if it were a family member's loss; however, this
type of loss cuts even deeper. We all know, on any given day, that could have been any one of us who just
came to work to do our job and didn't get to go home. While most cops rarely experience a deadly force
incident in our 25+ year careers, but we all think about them daily and every time we train. We all worry about
the one we don't see coming. Detective Azcona was only 26 years old, barely starting in his life, but already a
beloved partner and brother to his fellow officers, and he never even had a chance to step out of his car that
night. He made Detective early on in this job, but we won’t see where his career or life would take him because
he made the ultimate sacrifice for all of us last week. Rest easy, sir. Hundreds of thousands of your sisters
and brothers in blue, retired and working right now, will carry on and be advocates for justice in your name. |
also want to acknowledge the recent loss of Fanwood Officer Carlos Gonzalez Jr. to cancer. He was also too
young, with a wife and baby daughter left behind. | worked with his father for many years at the Kean University
Police Department. | remember Carlos as a student there, from freshman year to the day he received his
degree. He was a stand-up guy, a hell of a cop, and also gone far too soon. Reflecting on these losses, | urge
everyone to put family first, live well, and just do the next right thing every time. We never know when our time
here is up, and the world is lesser every time good people like these two officers are taken from it.

Now, on to Council business.

o Congratulations to our newest Garwood officer, who was just sworn in. We have been fortunate to
recruit many quality candidates over the last few years, especially as many of our veteran officers and
supervisors are reaching well-earned retirement. | know this is a great job and a great town to do the
job in, but this is also a tough job. So, Officer Coulabaly, serve with honor, do right, and BE SAFE.

e Congratulations are also due to the entire Garwood Police Department, which is now officially
accredited by the New Jersey State Chiefs of Police Association! This results from a tremendous effort
by our police personnel led for nearly two years by Chief Doug Stoffer and Captain Sam Rocco, and |
can't overstate how proud | am for our officers and all of Garwood to see all the hard work pay off.

e Ordinance 25-10 is up for Introduction tonight. This ordinance was unanimously recommended by the
Police Committee, and will make changes to the Code recommended by the Chief of Police to update
the language that prohibits several specific left turns out of parking lots on North Avenue. The original
language refers to businesses that are no longer present, so the updated language will use the street
addresses. | look forward to unanimous support from the Council to move this change, as it will help
address recent constituent concerns voiced to me, the Mayor,and several other Council Members
regarding unsafe turns across North Avenue.

¢ The Police Committee has also completed our work on two items and is ready to make another
Ordinance recommendation and introduce a new Council-led initiative, both meant to enhance safety
in various ways. We will provide markup to the existing Chapter 58 of the Borough Code for review by
the Borough Attorney and the full Council, with changes to our dog licensing program that include
licenses that match the period of valid rabies vaccination, the ability to intake and process information
for licensing online, and will, for the first time, include cats in the licensing program. The addition of
cats into this Chapter was the subject of extensive committee discussion; however, we finally reached
a consensus on the public health application for this due to the increasing reports of cats in this area
being infected with the bird flu. | hope to have this ready to introduce for our first April meeting.

e Finally, I'm thrilled to announce that the Police Committee is ready to proceed with Councilman Foley's
“Safe Streets” Initiative after discussing and refining the concept over several committee meetings. |
fully support this initiative, and with the Mayor's permission, I'd like to tag Councilman Foley in to go
over some of the details, as he is the driving force behind it!

e That's all | have for tonight, other than to thank everyone up here for wearing green with me in honor
of Saint Patrick's Day and remind everyone (but mainly Councilman Foley) to celebrate the holiday
responsibly and safely!

Councilman Lazarow - absent
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Councilman Padusniak — Congratulated Officer Coulibaly and the Art students. We have ordinances up for
introduction tonight I'd like to inform everyone about. With these changes to usage and zoning, we hope to
make Garwood more welcoming for different kinds of businesses, rationalize and simplify our zoning code,
and better protect residents and the environment from potential flooding and waterlogging issues brought
about through the construction of impervious coverage areas. They come, of course, with the unanimous
support of our planning board. Garwood continues its journey toward “Film Ready” status. The mayor and
| will be attending a New Jersey Motion Picture and Television Commission workshop on March 26%. Our
presence there will mark the “official” beginning of the process, though, as many of you know, we've already
been hard at work scouting locations, finding businesses, and otherwise preparing the borough’s portfolio
for “Film Readiness.” Speaking of locations and services, last week | met with several business and property
owners here in Garwood to gauge their interest in being included in our portfolic. More to come soon!

Council President Nolde - On behalf of the Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture, | would like to thank
the students of Ms. Rebecca Planer, Lincoln School Art teacher, for Youth Art Month. The exhibit at Borough
Hall and the Library will be displayed through March. | would also like to thank Christine Guerriero, GPAC
member, for helping to connect GPAC with Superintendent Kinney as well as Ms. Planer. [ also thank all of
the GPAC members who helped to display the art.

MINUTES:
Minutes of the Regular and Executive Session Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on February 27,
2025. Absent — Councilman Lazarow

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to accept the Regular and
Executive Session Meeting Minutes as presented. All in favor - aye, opposed — none. Absent — Lazarow.

COMMUNICATIONS:

1. Town of Westfield — General Ordinance 2025-03 — An ordinance amending the land use ordinance
of the Town of Westfield relating to the Installation of Solar Energy Systems
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield General Ordinance 2025-03 -

An ordinance amending_the land use oridinance of the Town_ of Westfield relating to to
Installation of Solar Energy Systems.pdf

2. Town of Westfield — General Ordinance 2025-04 — An ordinance amending the land use ordinance
of the Town of Westfield in the GB-2 General Business Zone District
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield General Ordinance 2025-04 -

Amending Land Use Ordinance of the Town of Westfield in_the GB2 Business_Zone Dis

treit.pdf

3. Town of Westfield — General Ordinance 2025-05 — An ordinance to amend the land use ordinance
of the Town of Westfield in regard to a Green Development Checklist
https://garwoodnj.qgovoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Westfield General Ordinance 2025-05 -

Ordinance to Amend Land Use of the Town of Westfield in_regardin to a Green Develo
pment Checklist. pdf
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ORDINANCES:
FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance Ord. 25-06 by title only:
ORDINANCE NO. 25-06

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 19, ENTITLED, “EMERGENCY SERVICES”, SECTION 19-3,
ENTITLED “CRITERIA FOR PARTICIPATION”

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-06 Amending LOSAP_Ordinance.pdf

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-06 — None.
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-06 — None.

A motion was made by Counciiman Padusniak, second by Councilman Kearney to close Public Hearing on
Ordinance No. 25-06. All in favor — aye, opposed — none. Absent — Lazarow.

Discussion: None

A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Padusniak to adopt Ordinance No.
25-06.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow ABSENT
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance Ord. 25-07 by title only:
ORDINANCE 25-07

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY
CREATING NEW CHAPTER 134, ENTITLED “SEWERS”, ARTICLE X, “CHARGES TO RESIDENTIAL
USERS”.

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-07 Creating new Article X Charges to Residential Users -
Sewer Fees.pdf

List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-07.

To: Garwood Municipal Clerk From: Michele Capobianco Date: 03/13/2025 2:45pm Re: My comments for tonight's
Public Hearing on Ordinance 25-07: Charges to Residential Sewer Users Please read my questions/comments
below into the record at tonight's Council meeting for Public hearing and adoption on Ordinance 25-07: Charges
to Residential Sewer Users: 1. Will all the Residential Sewer Fees collected by the Borough be used only for
Sewer related items? 2. What exactly will the Residential Sewer Fees be used for? 3. Is there any possibility that
the new Residential Sewer fees charged to Vermella will reduce the amount of Pilot Fees the Borough receives?
4. How did the Borough arrive on a flat $100 dollar Residential sewer fee for all users that has no relation with
actual water/sewer usage? What data was used? 5. Since the already existing Industrial Sewer user fees imposed
are usage based fees that are calculated and billed by the Borough, why can’t the Residential sewer fees also be
usage based and billed the same way? Since it's only a yearly fee calculation/billing based on an electronic file of
water usage from the Water company, it will not be an everyday full time function/duty for a Borough employee.
6. What were all the options that were considered for calculating and billing Residential sewer fees? 7. Why are
the Residential Sewer Fee rates being specifically set in this ordinance now, increasing each year thru 2029 rather
than being established each year as the Borough has no idea today what future year's sewer costs will be. | am
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opposed to Ordinance 25-07, the way Council intends to implement Residential Sewer Fees in this ordinance as
a flat fee that's the same for all and not as a usage based fee. A flat usage fee will have zero impact on encouraging
water conservation and households of one person pay exactly the same as a household of 8 which is neither fair
nor equitable. Without a usage based Sewer fee in place in Garwood, the RVSA sewer costs will continue to be
higher than they should be as there is zero incentive for any residential sewer user to conserve water to help lower
the overall RVSA sewer usage costs which should have and always be the main priority for everyone. Thank you,
Michele Capobianco 404 Myrtle Avenue

Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-07.

Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue — Spoke about conservation, Sewer fee already decided. Asked how it would
be handled in the budget. Asked if there were any agreements with developers. He opposes this ordinance.

John Bartolick, 231 Hemlock — Fees predate 2023. Will they be used for sewer maintenance. Originally for general

operating source of funding. No problem to use funds on infrastructure but there is no guarantee where fees are
used in the future.

A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Kearney to close Public Hearing on Ordinance
No. 25-07. All in favor — aye, opposed — none. Absent — Lazarow.
Discussion:

John Arthur indicated sewer fees are for maintenance. Some goes to general to offset RVSA increase. Vermella
not impacted. Fees not to overburden residents. Usage base would be higher than flat fee.

Mayor Blumenstock — No guarantee of where monies spent by future Councils. Future Council’s could challenge
ordinance.

Councilman Foley — Fairness everyone pays.

Councilman Kearney — Industrial properties subsidized residential. Usage base would be more costly than flat
fee. Fee reduction possible for veterans.

Councilman Padusniak — Manpower/employee hours if a tiered structure would be costly. Residents would
challenge usage if usage based instead of flat fee. Money used to repair sewer lines.

A motion was made by Council President Nolde, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Ordinance No. 25-07.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow ABSENT
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

INTRODUCTION: - Public Hearing March 27, 2025

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-08 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-08

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 106 “LAND USE REGULATIONS” WITHIN ARTICLE I
“GENERAL PROVISIONS” OF THE BOROUGH'’S CODE
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https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-
08 Amend Chapter 106 Land Use Regulations Article | General Provisions.pdf

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Council President Nolde to introduce Ordinance No.
25-08.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow ABSENT
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-09 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-09

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 106 “LAND USE REGULATIONS” WITHIN ARTICLE VIl “ZONE
REGULATIONS” OF THE BOROUGH’S CODE

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-

09 Amend Chapter 106 Land Use Regulations within Article VIII Zone Regulations.pdf

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Council President Nolde to introduce Ordinance No.
25-09.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow ABSENT
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-10 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-10

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE VII “PROHIBITED TURNING
MOVEMENTS”, SECTION 21-16.4 “LEFT TURNS PROHIBITED”.
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-
10_Amending_Chapter 21 Vehicles and_Traffic_Article VII Prohibited Turning_Movements.pdf

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to introduce Ordinance No. 25-10.

ROLL CALL:
Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow ABSENT
Counciiman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE

Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE
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Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-11 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 25-11

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BY AMENDED CHAPTER 67, ENTITLED “BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES?”,
ARTICLE VI, “REGISTRATION OF RENTAL UNITS”
https://garwoodni.qovoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord. 25-11 Amending Chapter 67 Buildings and Structures 67-
32 License Required Date.pdf

A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilwoman Boto to introduce Ordinance No. 25-11.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow ABSENT
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair — We are in the final stages of finalizing the 2025
municipal budget. Last week, we conducted discussions regarding salaries and Fire Department items. We
also discussed the possibility of adding an 18th police officer as recommended by Chief Stoffer, but we have
decided to bring this item to full council for a discussion tonight to ensure full transparency. As we move forward,
we will be holding a Budget Breakdown Meeting on Wednesday at 7:00 PM at Borough Hall, where we will
discuss the budget and the budget process in more detail. This will provide an opportunity to allow the public
to see and better understand all the various components going into the budget this year. Additionally, we will
be hosting our Budget Meeting on April 2nd at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers. This session will allow for public
engagement, feedback, and transparency before we present the final budget for introduction. We encourage
all residents to attend and participate in these discussions as we work toward a responsible and effective
financial plan for our community. One of the biggest concerns | heard from residents over the last two years
was speeding in our town. And | want to mention that our borough is working hard to make the streets safer.
Our police are doing an excellent job | on giving summonses to speeders in our neighborhoods. Thank you
GPD. The finance committee has recommended getting a traffic study completed that will help us strategize
and execute a way to improve traffic flow in our area, which i hope my colleagues here on council will
unanimously support, we are also investing in bike lanes, bump outs to slow down cars on wide streets, and
working to build sidewalks throughout town where there are none. To the residents of Garwood. we hear you
and we are working to keep you and your children, and your family safe. As we work to make the progress |
mentioned, | believe its important that we look at every avenue and every corner to make our streets safer and
| believe we need to do something now as most of things i mentioned above will take time and | want to keep
our boro safe today, not next year. The Garwood Safe Streets Initiative is a grassroots, no-cost effort led by
the council that combines safety, community connection, and volunteerism. Block Ambassadors will place
behavioral science-backed yard signs with an eye symbol and the slogan "Garwood Drives Safe”, things which
have been proven to slow drivers down in various studies and applications. All residents can report problem
areas, or sign up to receive a free sign, through a web page. The Police Committee will receive this information
and relay it regularly to the Chief of Police to help our officers focus enforcement where it's needed most. We'll
start with a pilot program in key areas, recruit volunteers, and expand based on results. This is simple, effective,
and costs the borough nothing. Let's make Garwood's streets safer together. In the days ahead, | will be doing
my Walking Garwood Initiative again and looking to get our community involved in this initiative as | go door-
to-door. Thank you

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair — no report

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair - The community development committee
met to discuss the previously mentioned ordinances up for introduction tonight. They were given our
unanimous approval.
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PUBLIC WORKS: Counciwoman Boto, Chair - Continued to perform preventative maintenance on
miscellaneous public works trucks and equipment. » Setup and take down tables and chairs at the Sports
Complex for numerous Recreation activities/events. « Cleaned up the common areas around the Municipal
Complex. « Installed the Park Mobile signs in miscellaneous locations of the Borough. Striped the new spots
as needed. * Pruned the shade trees around the new Park Mobile Signs in various locations. « Cleaned up the
accumulated leaves on the turf field at the Sports Complex. « Provided public works assistance for the e-waste
drop off on March 8th. « Began the annual storm water inlet cleaning/inspection program as required by the
NJDEP and Stormwater Management Regulations.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Counciiman Kearney, Chair - | have last month’s activity report for the
Garwood Police Department, who have recorded 2051 calls during the month of February, 2025. These
calls include, but are not limited to:

329 motor vehicle stops (!!)

48 parking complaints

90 fixed traffic posts (Radar, Stop Sign, Distracted Driving)
304 building/property checks

49 medical assists

78 community policing posts

18 walking posts

29 suspicious persons/vehicles investigated

19 criminal investigations

The body of work | just reported is another example of the dedication of the Garwood Police Department,
who made 329 motor vehicle stops in a month with 28 days in it. We need to support the Chief's—and this
committee's—request for staffing. Our other news item is that the installation of the new radio system for
the Police Department is complete. Chief Stoffer reports that the radios at Police Headquarters and in the
field are working great. | am glad our officers now have the newest and best communications equipment
possible while serving our community. That's all for this report.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair - Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture:
In preparation for the Garwood Poetry Festival, GPAC is asking local poets to please submit their poems
in order to be invited to read poetry at the Garwood Public Library on April 26. Poems should be submitted
to my borough email (cnolde@agarwood.org). Due date for all poetry submissions is April 14. Upcoming
Adult Programs: Registration open at www.garwoodrec.com

® Tai Chi: Tuesdays from 7 pm to 8 pm, 10 classes, Starts in April, $70 for residents for 10 classes
Yoga: Thursdays from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm, 10 classes, April 3— June 9, $70 for residents
Open Play Soccer (30+): Fridays 8-9:50 pm (starts tomorrow, March 14%), free
Ceramics: Wednesdays at 7 pm, 3/26, 4/30, 5/28 - $18/class for residents
e Canvas Painting: Wednesday 4/9 at 7 pm, $23 for residents
Upcoming Youth Programs: Registration open at www.garwoodrec.com
e Brixology (Lego Based Program) (Grades Kindergarten through 5%): by Mad Science, Mondays
from 5 pm to 6 pm, 3/24-5/12 (no class on 4/14 and 4/21), $153 for residents.
Walking Challenge (Ages 8-17). Month of April
e STEM Python and R Coding for Beginners (Grades 3-8): Six Fridays from 3/21 — 5/2 from 5:30
pm to 6:30 pm, laptops provided, (Note: Price was reduced to $199)
e STEM Python and R Coding for Intermediate (Grades 3-8): Six Fridays from 3/21 — 5/2 from
6:30 pm to 7:30 pm, laptops provided, (Note: Price was reduced to $199)
® Soccer Classes (Ages 1.5 to 7): by US Sports Institute, Saturday mornings, 6 weeks, 4/26 — 6/7

® Parent and Me Multi-Sports (Ages 2-3.5): by US Sports Institute, Saturday mornings, 6 weeks,
4/26 — 617
Community Events:
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e Garwood Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 12t at 11 am (rain date is Saturday, April 19 at 11
am) at the Garwood Sports and Rec Complex. Free. No pre-registration is required.

e Easter Bunny Drive Around: In conjunction with the Garwood Fire Department. Saturday, April
19% at 10 am

Additional:

® Garwood Rec is looking for Counselors and Counselors in Training for summer camp. Submit your
application at: www.garwoodrec.com by the end of March.

e Garwood Rec Summer Camp registration will open up next week.

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow -no report

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney - The Board’s next regular meeting is next Tuesday,
March 18th. I'll have a full report after that meeting.

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock - No report, our next meeting will be on
March 20t at 12 pm at the Knights of Columbus.

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney - The GSBA Executive Board met virtually
this past Tuesday and continued work on events and an outreach plan for this year. The Board is working
toward a “business card exchange” type networking event and is preparing to head out on the street to
recruit participants for this year's “Taste of Garwood” restaurant week! The dates for Taste of Garwood
this year will be May 16th through the 23rd. | always look forward to visiting as many locations as possible
to support our incredible small business community, and | hope everyone else does as well!

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Counciiman Foley

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney - The Planning Board met last night in a marathon
session. We heard an appeal from a prospective purchaser of the property on 639-645 South Avenue, as
per NJSA 40:55D-70.a, regarding our Planning Official’s Administrative decision that a car storage facility
was not a permitted use at 639-645 South Avenue. The Board took testimony and reviewed the record of
prior use variances, including one issued 15 years ago to the current owner. After the Board's discussion,
the appeal was granted unanimously with various conditions and continued with the conditions from the
prior use variance. The Board also received an update on several ongoing projects from our Planning
Officer and heard a presentation from Mike Mistretta of Harbor Consultants regarding the upcoming fourth
round of affordable housing required by last year's legislation. There was also an extended executive
session regarding affordable housing and potential litigation. The next Planning Board meeting will be held
on Wednesday, March 26th. No applications or appeals are on the agenda, and the Board will mostly be
in executive session regarding affordable housing. Upcoming Board actions in April will include a public
presentation and hopefully also the public hearing for Garwood’s affordable housing plan, and that's all for
this report.

OFFICER’S REPORTS:

Zoning Enforcement Officer’'s Report for February, 2025
https://aarwoodnj.qovoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning Enforcement Officer Report - February 2025.pdf

Property Maintenance/Code Enforcement Officer's Report for February, 2025

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F 1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code Enforcement - Property Maintenance Report -
February _2025.pdf

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to accept Officer’'s reports.
All in favor — aye, opposed — none. Absent — Lazarow.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the
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microphone, and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

John Prichard, 410 Spruce Avenue — We need to support our police, fire and rescue squads. We need
them in times of emergency. Need to also back our military. During Vietnam, three men from Garwood
lost their lives. Press State Legislature to reopen VA hospitals. In favor of Revolution NJ.

Jill Paul, 54 Third Avenue — Aliva Foundation is working on wellness activities. Thanked police for their
hard work on getting accredited. The Garwood First Aid has increased the number of members. Asked
Council to increase their budget from $9000 to $21000.

John Bartolick, 231 Hemlock — in favor of the 18 officer. Agreed with Councilman Foley on budget design.

Bruce Paterson, 325 Williow — Asked the number of parking tickets issued downtown. Asked about hiring
fees. The Hawk Light west end of south avenue for pedestrians — can it be retrofitted for fire. Asked
questions about ordinances on the agenda.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Padusniak to close public comment.
All in favor — aye, opposed — none. Absent — Lazarow.
Mayor answered questions from the public. $25000 for a traffic study. Parking tickets ask the Chief for the number

issued. Ord. 25-69 is clerical. Resolution 25-63 working with Cranford. Light can not be retrofitted. This is a DOT
road.

Councilman Kearney — usage base is higher than flat fee.
Councilman Padusniak — Ordinances 25-08 and 25-09 — zones not allowed certain businesses.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with a
single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of funds; any
item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be
reflected in the full minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-63

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, UNION COUNTY,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY SUPPORTING REVOLUTION NJ

WHEREAS, Governor Philip Murphy and the New Jersey State Legislature created Revolution NJ in 2018
to plan, encourage, develop, and coordinate the commemoration of the 250t anniversary of the founding
of the United States, New Jersey’s pivotal role in the American Revolution, and the contributions of its
diverse peoples to the nation’s past, present, and future; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Historical Commission, under the leadership of Secretary of State Tahesha
Way, with its non-profit partner Crossroads of the American Revolution established Revolution NJ to
advance the role that history plays in public discourse, community engagement, education, tourism, and
scholarship in New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, Revolution NJ will engage New Jerseyans in all 21 counties and 564 municipalities through its
officially recognized programs, initiatives, and events over the next ten years; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting and desirable that we commemorate the beginning of the Nation and the role New
Jersey played over the past 250 years as well as its present and future role as part of the United States,
with particular focus on the individuals, ideas, and events that shaped our Country, State, and Borough of
Garwood]; and
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WHEREAS, Revolution NJ will consider the role New Jersey played during the American Revolution when
it saw more battles and skirmishes than any other state and was truly the Crossroads of the American
Revolution; and

WHEREAS, Revolution NJ will highlight the role New Jerseyans played beyond the battlefield during the
American Revolution when people of diverse backgrounds contributed to the development of the State and
the Nation in various ways and fought for the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and

WHEREAS, preserving, studying, and enjoying state history strengthens communities and builds bonds
between New Jersey residents as we work together toward the goals of justice and equality embedded in
the United States Constitution;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Garwood] hereby endorses Revolution NJ
and its mission to advance the role that history plays in public discourse, community engagement,
education, tourism and scholarship in New Jersey.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that:

1. The Borough Council commemorates the 250th anniversary of the establishment of the United
States as an independent Nation.

2. The Borough Council authorizes the appointment of a committee to develop a plan for this
commemoration that will promote the maximum involvement of our residents, neighborhoods,
businesses, schools, civic organizations, and institutions in the commemorations.

3. The Borough Council further urges all its residents to reflect upon the significance of this event and
the role that our State and its diverse people have played in the history and development of our
Nation and to participate in this important commemoration, endeavoring to include the stories of
all those whose lives are part of the history of what we now know as New Jersey, and
understanding that the revolution continues today as we uphold the revolutionary ideals articulated
in our founding documents.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-64

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM (LOSAP)
IN THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey on July
11, 2000 adopted Ordinance No. 00-10, a Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP Program) to enhance
the ability of the Garwood Fire Department and Garwood First Aid Squad to retain and recruit volunteers
for their respective agencies and;

WHEREAS, in the General Election of the State of New Jersey on November 7, 2000, the legal voters of
the Borough of Garwood overwhelmingly approved the establishment of a LOSAP Program with a vote
count of 1083 YES and 242 NO; and;

WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 14-190 on April 2, 2014 increasing the LOSAP
contribution amount from $1,150 to $1,589, the maximum amount allowed; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 15-172 on March 24, 2015 increasing the LOSAP
contribution amount from $1,589 to $1,614, the maximum amount allowed; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 17-084 on March 28, 2017 increasing the LOSAP
contribution amount from $1,614 to $1,635, the maximum amount allowed; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 18-094 on March 27, 2018 increasing the LOSAP
contribution amount from $1,635 to $1,648, the maximum amount allowed; and



Meeting of the Mayor and Council
March 13, 2025
Page 14

WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 19-170 on February 28, 2019 increasing the
LOSAP contribution amount from $1,648 to $1,674, the maximum amount allowed; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body adopted Resolution No. 20-264 on February 13, 2020 increasing the
LOSAP contribution amount from $1,674 to $1,705, the maximum amount allowed; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the Governing Body desires to amend the LOSAP Eligibility
Document in order to further enhance eligibility and the effectiveness of the LOSAP Program; and,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood, County of
Union, State of New Jersey that:

1. The maximum LOSAP contribution amount shall be increased by 2.5% from $1,705 to $1,748 in
accordance with the annual CPI adjustments for CY 2025 as authorized by the Department of Community
Affairs Division of Local Government Services in accordance with the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.9,
N.J.S.A. 40A:14-185(f) and LFN 2025-01.

2. Amendments to the LOSAP Eligibility Document are hereby made in accordance with the requirements
of N.J.A.C. 5:30-14 and shall be submitted to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services of
the New Jersey State Department of Community Affairs along with a certified copy of this resolution.

3. These amendments shall be effective retroactively to the start of the LOSAP benefit year, 01/01/24 to
12/31/24.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-65

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING APRIL 25, 2025 AS ARBOR DAY IN THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a special day
be set aside for the planting of trees; and

WHEREAS, the holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than a million trees
in Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has recently appointed a new Shade Tree Office, is in the process of
creating its first Shade Tree Advisory Board, and is now in the process of restoring its tree lined streets and
creating a community forestry program; and

WHEREAS, each year the Borough of Garwood plants trees as a way of teaching its citizens, young and
young at heart, of the benefit of trees to our environment; and

WHEREAS, | am proud to dedicate Arbor Day to our Residents, Employees, Business Owners,
Stakeholders and Shade Tree Advisory Board for their commitment and dedication to the Borough of
Garwood.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jennifer Blumenstock, Mayor of the Borough of Garwood, do hereby prociaim
Friday, April 25, 2025, as “Arbor Day 2025” in the Borough of Garwood.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-66

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING MUNICIPAL CLERK

WHEREAS, when a vacancy occurs in the office of the Municipal Clerk, NJAC 5:32-5.3 permits the
governing body to appoint an Acting Municipal Clerk from the date of the vacancy to serve as acting
municipal clerk for a period not to exceed one year and for an additional two years with the approval of the
Director of New Jersey Local Government Services; and

WHEREAS, such a situation has occurred in the Borough of Garwood as of April 1, 2025 with the leaving
of the prior Municipal Clerk; and

WHEREAS, Patricia Vazquez shall receive additional compensation, in the amount equaling a total annual
salary of $60,000 for the duration of the time period that Ms. Vazquez serves as Acting Municipal Clerk;
and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Garwood Borough Council that Patricia Vazquez be
appointed the full-time Acting Municipal Clerk for the Borough of Garwood effective April 1, 2025.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said appointment is subject to further action by the Borough Council.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution shall be submitted as may be required to the

Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs; Sandy
Bruns, CFO/CTC, Asst. Administrator.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-67

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CLOSING OF STREETS IN THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD ON
JUNE 1, 2025 TO ACCOMMODATE GARWOOD ROCKS

WHEREAS, the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce is hereby requesting authorization to close
Center Street from South Avenue to Unami Park and Beech Avenue from Center Street to East Street
additionally all intersections will be closed for 50 feet from Center Street between the hours of 6:00 AM to
8:00 PM for the purpose of conducting Garwood Rocks! Music, Cars, Shopping & Family Fun on Sunday,
June 1, 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce is also requesting that Municipal parking
lots #1 and #2 be barricaded for use during the event; and

WHEREAS, the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce has also requested that police officers be
present during this event.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State
of New Jersey hereby authorize the closing of said streets and Municipal parking lots for the purpose of
conducting the Garwood Rocks! Music, Cars, Shopping & Family Fun on Sunday, June 1, 2025.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body authorizes that Police Officers and DPW employees
be present during this event in accordance with the recommendations of the Chief of Police and
Superintendent of Public Works.
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-68

RESOLUTION CLARIFYING RESOLUTION 24-197

WHEREAS, Resolution 24-197 provided custodian of police records to the Police Department without going
through the Municipal Clerk; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney after careful review deems it necessary to go to the Municipal Clerk
along with the Police Department before processing by the designee in the Police Department; and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk will maintain an OPRA Record Log for Police OPRAs.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Garwood, County of Union authorizes internal

changes to the handling of Police OPRAs as recommended by the Borough Attorney.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-70

AUTHORIZING 2024 BUDGET TRANSFER #7

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby directs
the transfers of 2024 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to
make necessary transfers and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the
Governing Body.

FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount
| Admin & Exec | s&w | 4-01-20-100-100-0100 | 1,000.00 |
1.000.00

TO:

| Admin & Exec | Codifications | 4-01-20-100-200-0210 | 1,000.00 |
Total 1,000.00

RESOLUTION NO. 25-71

RESOLUTION SETTING THE RATE FOR 2025 RECREATION SUMMER CAMP

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby
set the rate for 2025 Recreation Summer Camp as follows:

e  $130 until May 23, 2025

o  $155 between May 24, 2025 and June 15, 2025

e $180 late registration between June 16, 2025 and June 22, 2025
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL:

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to adopt Consent Agenda.

Discussion: None

ROLL CALL:
Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow ABSENT
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
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Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:

Councilman Kearney pulled Resolution 25-69 from the Consent Agenda.

RESOLUTION NO. 25-69

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TAX ASSESSOR AND THE BOROUGH’S TAX APPEAL
ATTORNEY TO FILE COUNTERCLAIMS

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that certain taxpayers of Garwood Borough will file tax appeals disputing their
assessed valuation for the year 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor is of the opinion that certain properties are underassessed and that the
assessed value of said properties should be increased and not decreased; and

WHEREAS, the law permits a Municipality to counterclaim against the property owner to seek an
increase in the assessed value with the County Board of Taxation and/or the Tax Court of New Jersey to
seek an increase in the assessed value.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood
that the Tax Assessor and the Tax Appeal Attorney of Garwood Borough, are authorized and directed to
take whatever steps necessary and appropriate to file counterclaims seeking to raise the assessed value
of said properties to the value which the Tax Assessor deems to more properly reflect the value of said
property for the tax year 2025.

A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Councilman Foley, to adopt Resolution # 25-69.
Discussion:

Councilman Kearney — there are no games in passing this resolution.
Councilman Padusniak — appeals happen annually.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow ABSENT
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE

Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE

NEW BUSINESS

GREEN TEAM THREE YEAR TERM 01/01/2024 — 12/31/2026

['Noah Gibson | | |
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified.

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Boto to adopt Payment of Claims
Resolution.

ROLL CALL:
Councilwoman Boto AYE Councilman Lazarow ABSENT
Councilman Foley AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE

Councilman Kearney AYE Council President Nolde AYE
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, March 27, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in
Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org/gb_notices

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Foley to adjourn. Time: 9:04 P.M.
All in favor — aye, opposed — none. Absent — Lazarow.

Respectfully submitted,

Nennette Perry, RMC ’&M‘&L

Municipal Clerk



