BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
AGENDA
February 26, 2026
Time: 7:01 p.m
Moment of Silence
Salute to the Flag

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Leader and advertised on
November 13, 2025. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). P.L. 2025, c.72 states that legal ads placed by the
municipality will not need to be published in newspapers beginning on March 1, 2026 and will be
posted on our Borough website under the section titled Garwood Legal Notices.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blumenstock Present

Councilwoman Annarelli Present Councilman Padusniak Present
Councilwoman Bianco Present Councilman Sureka Present
Councilwoman Nolde Present Council President Boto Present

Staff and professionals also present:
John Arthur, Borough Administrator
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney
Michael Disko, Borough Engineer
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS:

RVSA Presentation

Representatives from the Rahway Valley Sewage Authority discussed updates and took questions
from the Mayor/Council.

Reports:
Report of Borough Attorney — no report

Report of Borough Engineer

OAK STREET SIDEWALKS — DESIRE TO ADD CONCRETE SIDEWALKS ALONG OAK
STREET BETWEEN SOUTH AVENUE AND RANKIN AVENUE. REFER TO SIDEWALK
PLAN. South Avenue to Willow Avenue — Partial concrete sidewalk is present on east and west
side of street. East side can be constructed, though vehicle parking in one driveway will inhibit
access. West side is problematic due to trees and slopes.

Willow Avenue to Myrtle Avenue — New sidewalks feasible. Trees and hedges are obstructions.
Myrtle Avenue to Spruce Avenue — New sidewalks feasible on east side of the street. Tree
obstruction present on west side of street.

Spruce Avenue to Locust Avenue — New sidewalk feasible on west side of street. Tree and
retaining wall obstructions present on east side of street.


https://garwood.org/index.asp?SEC=2885EB56-8E66-42C9-9F82-CA7D6EDF59C5
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Locust Avenue to Rankin Avenue — New sidewalks are feasible.

2026 AARP COMMUNITY CHALLENGE GRANT PROGRAM IS AVAILABLE. FLAGSHIP
COMMUNITY CHALLENGE GRANTS OF UP TO $15,000 ARE AVAILABLE. GRANT
DEADLINE IS MARCH 4, 2026. PROJECTS MUST BENEFIT RESIDENTS, ESPECIALLY
THOSE AGE 50 AND OLDER. EXPANDING MOBILITY/WALKABILITY OPTIONS AND
ACCESS IS AN ELIGIBLE CATEGORY. I AM HAPPY TO APPLY FOR A GRANT FOR OAK
STREET SIDEWALKS.

NJDOT MA25 GRANT FIELD WORK HAS BEEN COMPLETED ON ALL STREET
SECTIONS - MAPLE STREET, WEST STREET AND GALLOWS HILL ROAD. DESIGN IS
85% COMPLETE. GALLOWS HILL ROAD PLANS BEING SENT TO CRANFORD FOR
REVIEW AND COMMENT. WILL WALK STREETS WITH SHADE TREE IN THE NEAR
FUTURE, WEATHER PERMITTING. WORK AREAS INCLUDE:

GALLOWS HILL ROAD - INSTALL CURBS, MILL AND OVERLAY - JOIN WITH
CRANFORD

MAPLE STREET (SOUTH AVE TO DEAD END) - MILL AND OVERLAY WITH CURBS.
ADDING SIDEWALKS ON EAST SIDE OF MAPLE STREET FROM SOUTH AVENUE TO
MYRTLE AVENUE.

WEST STREET (BEECH AVE TO PINE AVE) - MILL AND OVERLAY. MAKE TAKE AN
ALTERNATE FOR CURBS

APPROXIMATE CONSTRUCTION COST - $438,610.00

GRANT REQUEST - $420,000.00

GRANT AWARD - $249,912.00

BOROUGH TO CONFIRM THAT FUNDING HAS BEEN PROCURED.
Report of Borough Administrator

On tonight’s agenda you’ll see a resolution, 26-55, approving an extension to the shared court
services agreement with Fanwood. This extension is needed because the state’s Department of
Community Affairs changed the requirements of LEAP grants and will only consider grant
applications for five-year agreements. The contract will still have a 180-day termination
agreement in it if either municipality ever decides to cancel.

The court shared service is going well so far. To reiterate what we discussed last year when the
shared court was approved, we anticipate approximately $5,000 to $10,000 in savings per year,
while also saving approximately $5,000 to $10,000 in police time, putting police officers that
would be covering court back on the road. When you add in another estimated savings of about
$10,000 in staff time for administration, payroll, IT support, and other tasks, we can conclude
that the borough will see about $15,000 to $20,000 worth of staff time gained, as well as $5,000
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to $10,000 of savings realized in our budget. The Borough also gains office space and we will
see small, but hard to estimate, savings for things like utilities.

Report of Mayor Blumenstock

We definitely took a walloping this week with the snow, so a big thank you to the DPW for their
efforts plowing us out from this storm. And thank you to all of our first responders for helping and
keeping everyone safe. I know everyone’s really tired of all this snow, and I appreciate all of our
resident’s patience while we work to continue removing it. The DPW obviously prioritizes certain
areas of the town, especially our school areas, downtown intersections and central crosswalks, but
they will be steadily going down their list and continuing to go back to certain areas as they get
through those. This was really an unprecedented amount and I appreciate everyone who helped their
neighbors and helped clear driveways and aprons. And please continue to check on your senior
neighbors for any additional help they may need.

Tomorrow night is the end of the basketball season for Garwood Recreation, and I just want to take a
moment to thank all of the amazing parent coaches. We very much appreciate you volunteering and
making the season a success for the kids. Looking forward to the end of the season pizza celebration
tomorrow. And a big thank to Katya for all of her work on the basketball season and for all of our
recreation events. As you may have noticed on our agenda, Katya is heading to another position, and
we are going to sorely miss her. I’'m not sure if people realize just how much Katya has done here.
Not only with the Recreation department classes and managing the Rec Complex and turf fields, but
with the holiday events, the summer camp, the seniors, clean communities, and public information
officer. She truly has hands in every department and in every piece of goings on in Garwood. She is
sort of everyone’s right hand woman and she leaves big shoes to fill.

Next Wednesday, March 4™ please join me and our planning and redevelopment professionals for a
Town Hall on Redevelopment. We will being going into some detail on the latest 4™ round of
affordable housing and the housing plan here in Garwood that we will be adopting, as well as
discussing the Paperboard project. There will be opportunity for residents to be able to ask their
questions to our professionals as well. The Town Hall will be held at Lincoln School in the cafeteria
at 7pm, again on March 4%,

Comments from the Council:

Councilwoman Annarelli
I just want to thank to our first responders and DPW for their efforts during the snowstorm. I
noticed Garwood PD clearing cars from the street, which seemed to work, and DPW continuing

snow removal efforts and fire clearing out the hydrants after the storm.

Councilwoman Bianco
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Thanked first responders for getting the borough through the storm.

Councilwoman Nolde

Thank you to the DPW for the great job on the cleanup after the storm. A big thank you as well
to Police and Fire for keeping us safe during the storm.

Councilman Padusniak

My thanks to the police, fire department, DPW, EMS, and all first responders for their tireless
work during the recent storm. And the same to everyone who kindly assisted their neighbors. It
takes everyone working together!

Councilman Sureka

Thanked first responders and public works for their work during the storm.

Council President Boto

I would like to thank the DPW and Police Department for all their work during the blizzard. I want
to thank my neighbor Jack Sullivan and his sons for digging us for the second time.

MINUTES:
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council held on January 22, 2026.

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco to accept
the Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.

All in favor: v/, opposed: none

COMMUNICATIONS: RECEIVED AND FILED

ORDINANCES:
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING: None

INTRODUCTION:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-07 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-07

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY ADOPTING THE AMENDED ‘GARWOOD
PAPERBOARD REDEVELOPMENT PLAN — BLOCK 211, LOT 6-75 NORTH AVENUE’
PURSUANT TO LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1
ET. SEQ.
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[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator)
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 AO-CEC9-4505-80EE-

IDF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-07 -75_North_Avenue - Block 211 Lot 6 -
Amending Redevelopment Agreement.pdf

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Bianco to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-07.

Councilwoman Annarelli stated: I will be recusing myself from the vote in response to my
employment with NJHMFA and any appearance of what could be deemed a conflict of interest.

Councilwoman Annarelli RECUSED Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-08 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-08

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE 2026 ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $530,000 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE A STATE GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator)

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-08 - BOND_ORDINANCE -
_2026_Road Improvement Project_-_530000.pdf

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, second by Councilwoman Nolde to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-08.

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

ORDINANCE NO. 26-09

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 134, ENTITLED “SEWERS”, ARTICLE V,
“INDUSTRIAL WASTE AND FEES”, SUBSECTION 134-15C

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-07_-75_North_Avenue_-_Block_211_Lot_6_-_Amending_Redevelopment_Agreement.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-07_-75_North_Avenue_-_Block_211_Lot_6_-_Amending_Redevelopment_Agreement.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-07_-75_North_Avenue_-_Block_211_Lot_6_-_Amending_Redevelopment_Agreement.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-08_-_BOND_ORDINANCE_-_2026_Road_Improvement_Project_-_530000.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-08_-_BOND_ORDINANCE_-_2026_Road_Improvement_Project_-_530000.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-08_-_BOND_ORDINANCE_-_2026_Road_Improvement_Project_-_530000.pdf
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https://garwoodnj.govoftice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088 A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-09 - Updating Industrial Sewer Fees for 2026.pdf

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Nolde to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-09.

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Council President Boto, Chair

The Finance Committee met today. We have concluded meeting with Department Heads and will
continue in the next few weeks discussing the budget.

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Padusniak, Chair — no report

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilwoman Bianco, Chair

The Community Development Committee met and reviewed the proposed revisions to our
bylaws. We had a productive discussion regarding potential updates and clarifications to ensure
the bylaws accurately reflect our current structure and goals.

We are continuing to work diligently on these revisions and will provide further updates as
progress is made.

That concludes my report for this evening.

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilman Sureka, Chair

On top of their usual activities DPW completed snow removal from the large snowstorm on the
23rd and the smaller snowstorm on the 25th. They are continuing snow removal operations as
needed. As a reminder, March 20 is the deadline for the April 6 bulk pickup.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilwoman Nolde, Chair — no report

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair

Congratulations to those who participated in this basketball season and enjoy your pizza party
tomorrow. I’d also like to remind everyone that adult ceramics is going to be held on March 11,
Sign up at garwoodrec.com.

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde



https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-09_-_Updating_Industrial_Sewer_Fees_for_2026.pdf
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March EVENTS

March 1-31 — Youth Art Month Display- Celebrate Youth Art Month by experiencing a vibrant
showcase of creativity from the talented students of Lincoln School, in collaboration with
GPAC. Stop by throughout March to support our young artists and enjoy their inspiring work!

March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 - at 10:30 am — Knitting Club - Learn how to knit or show others how it’s
done while enjoying fun conversation. Open to all levels. No Registration required. Yarn and
needles provided to newcomers.

March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31 at 10 am and 11 am -Storytime - Join Miss Maryanne for stories and
more. Registration is required. Limit

March 3, 10, 17, and 24 and 31 at 3:30 PM - Code Forward — offers Lincoln school students the
opportunity to learn computer programming languages such as Java, Python, and more.

March 4, @ 7:30 pm- Library Board Meeting -A meeting of the Garwood Library Board of
Trustees will be held at the Garwood Public Library at 7:30. This meeting is open to the public

March 10 @ 3 pm Virtual Kids Craft -Pick up supplies and instructions for a craft. Registration
is required for craft kits and is limited to 15 participants. Sign up on the library’s website
calendar or by phone.

March 12 and 19 at 3 pm Build a Robot with the Brooklyn Robot Foundry. — It’s a combination
of engineering and crafts. Students can take their robots home for more fun. For students in 3rd
through 6th grade. Participants must attend both programs. Registration is required; space is
limited.

March 16 at 1 pm Book Club Join us for a lively discussion of this month’s book, Homegoing by
Yaa Gyasi

March 18 and 25 at t 1 pm — Adult Game Day Socialize with others while playing Rummikub,
Sorry, Uno, or cards. No registration required. Limit 12

March 18 at 3 pm - LEGO CLUB - Be inspired by this month’s theme or build whatever comes
to mind. Some creations will be displayed in our showcase. Registration is required. Limit 12

March 18 @ 7:pm — Remembering the Ladies of the Revolution — Joel Farkas is back again — In

honor of Women’s History Month, Joel will discuss the "Roles Women Played in the
Revolutionary War,"

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Council President Boto

The Board of Ed met on February 17. They recognized honor roll students. The next meeting is
scheduled for March 17.

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock — no report
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SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco — no report

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Sureka — no report

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco

The Planning Board met on February 25, 2026, and conducted a Public Hearing regarding an
amendment to the Borough’s Master Plan.

Public Hearing — Master Plan Amendment

The Board held a public hearing on the proposed amendment to the Borough’s Master Plan through
adoption of the Amended Fourth Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan. The plan was
prepared by Michael Mistretta, PP of Harbor Consultants.

The amendment addresses the Borough’s affordable housing obligations and outlines the
framework for meeting Fourth Round requirements. Following the public hearing, the Board took
action to adopt the proposed amendment.

Preliminary Review — 2026 Circulation Element

The Board also conducted a preliminary review of the 2026 Circulation Element of the Master
Plan, also prepared by Harbor Consultants.

This element evaluates traffic patterns, roadway classifications, pedestrian connectivity, and long-
term transportation planning within the Borough. A formal Public Hearing on the Circulation
Element is scheduled for the March 25, 2026 Planning Board meeting.

Application

The Board heard Application Case #PB 25-06 for 400 Spruce Avenue (Block 407, Lot 16) located
in the R/A Zone.

The applicant, Joseph Leonard, is seeking relief from Section 106-91 C-(2)(a) to permit a 13.9-
foot front yard setback where 25 feet is required.

The Board reviewed the application and heard testimony regarding the requested variance.
next meeting will be held 03/11/2026

OFFICER’S REPORTS: PREVIOUSLY REPORTED

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone,
and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.
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1. Bill Nierstedt, 320 Hickory Avenue — Noted that he was speaking not as a member of the
Planning Board, but as a resident. Expressed thanks for the Mayor/Council and Harbor
Consultants for their work on Affordable Housing. Shared concerns about the Paperboard
Redevelopment Plan.

2. Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue — Asked questions about parking tickets, sewer fees,
court shared services. Asked about public parking in the Paperboard Redevelopment Plan.
Asked questions about the circulation plan. Asked question about PILOT programs.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Nolde, second by Councilman Padusniak to close
public comment.

Mayor Blumenstock answered the questions asked. Mr. Arthur answered some of the questions
asked.

All in favor: v/, opposed: none

CONSENT AGENDA:

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda;
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL:

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Bianco to adopt
Consent Agenda.

Discussion: None

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: NONE

NEW BUSINESS: NONE

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed
and ratified.
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A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Councilwoman Nolde to adopt
Payment of Claims Resolution.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE

ADJOURNMENT:

The next Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, March 12, 2026
at 7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org/gb_notices

A motion was made by Councilwoman Annarelli second by Councilwoman Bianco to
adjourn.

All in favor: v/, opposed: none

Time: 8:26 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

%C%dﬁ';

John Arthur
Deputy Borough Clerk


https://garwood.org/gb_notices

