
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

AGENDA 
February 26, 2026 

Time: _________ 
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Leader and advertised on  
November 13, 2025. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 
Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 
Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). P.L. 2025, c.72 states that legal ads placed by the 
municipality will not need to be published in newspapers beginning on March 1, 2026 and will be 
posted on our Borough website under the section titled Garwood Legal Notices. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  ______ 
Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 
Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 
 
Roll call staff and professionals:  
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Michael Disko, Borough Engineer 
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 
 
PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS:  
RVSA Representative Presentation 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Attorney 
Report of Borough Administrator 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Annarelli 
Councilwoman Bianco 
Councilwoman Nolde 
Councilman Padusniak 
Councilman Sureka 
Council President Boto 
 
  

https://garwood.org/index.asp?SEC=2885EB56-8E66-42C9-9F82-CA7D6EDF59C5
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MINUTES: 
 
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council held on February 12, 2026. 
 
A motion was made by _____________, second by _____________ to accept the Regular Meeting 
Minutes as presented.   
 
All in favor ____, opposed ______?  
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

1. Westfield Gen. Ord. 2026-03 – Designating 625 Westfield Avenue Historic Landmark 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Westfield_Gen_Ord_2026-
03_-_Designating_625_Westfield_Avenue_Historic_Landmark.pdf  

 
2. Westfield – Planning Board Public Notice re: Proposed Amendment to Round 4 Housing 

Element 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Westfield_-
_Planning_Board_-
_Public_Hearing_on_proposed_amendment_to_Round_4_Housing_Element_and_Fair_S
hare_Plan.pdf  

 
3. Cranford – Public Notice introduced Ordinances 2026-06, 2026-07 and 2026-08 regarding 

affordable housing  
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_-
_Affordable_Housing_Ordinances_Intro_6_7_and_8.pdf  
 

4. Cranford – Public Notice on adoption of Amended 2025 Housing Element and Fair Share 
Plan 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_-
_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_on_the_adoption_of_the_Amended_2025_Housing_Elemen
t_and_Fair_Share_Plan.pdf  

 
 
ORDINANCES:   
 
ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING: NONE 
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https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Westfield_-_Planning_Board_-_Public_Hearing_on_proposed_amendment_to_Round_4_Housing_Element_and_Fair_Share_Plan.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Westfield_-_Planning_Board_-_Public_Hearing_on_proposed_amendment_to_Round_4_Housing_Element_and_Fair_Share_Plan.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Westfield_-_Planning_Board_-_Public_Hearing_on_proposed_amendment_to_Round_4_Housing_Element_and_Fair_Share_Plan.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Westfield_-_Planning_Board_-_Public_Hearing_on_proposed_amendment_to_Round_4_Housing_Element_and_Fair_Share_Plan.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_-_Affordable_Housing_Ordinances_Intro_6_7_and_8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_-_Affordable_Housing_Ordinances_Intro_6_7_and_8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_-_Affordable_Housing_Ordinances_Intro_6_7_and_8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_-_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_on_the_adoption_of_the_Amended_2025_Housing_Element_and_Fair_Share_Plan.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_-_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_on_the_adoption_of_the_Amended_2025_Housing_Element_and_Fair_Share_Plan.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_-_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_on_the_adoption_of_the_Amended_2025_Housing_Element_and_Fair_Share_Plan.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_-_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_on_the_adoption_of_the_Amended_2025_Housing_Element_and_Fair_Share_Plan.pdf


Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
February 26, 2026 

Page 3 of 10  
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-07 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-07 
 

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, 
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY ADOPTING THE AMENDED ‘GARWOOD 
PAPERBOARD REDEVELOPMENT PLAN – BLOCK 211, LOT 6-75 NORTH AVENUE’ 
PURSUANT TO LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING LAW N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 
ET. SEQ. 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 
 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-07_-75_North_Avenue_-_Block_211_Lot_6_-
_Amending_Redevelopment_Agreement.pdf  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce 
Ordinance No. 26-07. 
 
Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 
Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-08 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-08 
 

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE 2026 ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $530,000 TO PAY THE 
COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE A STATE GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE 
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE 
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE 
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS. 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 
 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-08_-_BOND_ORDINANCE_-
_2026_Road_Improvement_Project_-_530000.pdf  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce 
Ordinance No. 26-08. 
 
Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 
Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-07_-75_North_Avenue_-_Block_211_Lot_6_-_Amending_Redevelopment_Agreement.pdf
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ORDINANCE NO. 26-09 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE  BOROUGH OF 
GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 134, ENTITLED “SEWERS”, ARTICLE V, 
“INDUSTRIAL WASTE AND FEES”,  SUBSECTION 134-15C 
 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 
 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-09_-_Updating_Industrial_Sewer_Fees_for_2026.pdf  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce 
Ordinance No. 26-09. 
 
Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 
Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Council President Boto, Chair 
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilwoman Bianco, Chair 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilman Sureka, Chair 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilwoman Nolde, Chair  
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Council President Boto 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Sureka 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco 
 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:  PREVIOUSLY REPORTED 
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-09_-_Updating_Industrial_Sewer_Fees_for_2026.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-09_-_Updating_Industrial_Sewer_Fees_for_2026.pdf
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 
and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A motion was made by ____________, second by ______________ to close public comment. 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-51 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A REFUND FOR TAX OVERPAYMENT 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, 
State of New Jersey, hereby approve the CFO/Treasurer to issue a refund check for the tax 
overpayment on the following property: 
 
PROPERTY OWNER   ADDRESS   BLOCK/LOT     
AMOUNT 
SEMENOVA, MARINA V  519 THIRD AVE  106/1     $3,169.53 
 
REFUND TO: 
CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUNDS 
PO BOX 9202 
COPPELL, TX  75019-9760 
 
AMOUNT OF REFUND:  $3,169.53 
 
EXPLANATION:  1Qtr 2026 taxes were paid by CORELOGIC Tax Services in excess of the 
amount due. Refund is made to the tax servicer on behalf of the homeowner. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-52 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A REFUND FOR TAX OVERPAYMENT 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, 
State of New Jersey, hereby approve the CFO/Treasurer to issue a refund check for the tax 
overpayment on the following property: 
 
PROPERTY OWNER   ADDRESS   BLOCK/LOT     
AMOUNT 
SEMPLE, K & ROMANO, T  91 THIRD AVE  206/3    $3,147.38 
 
REFUND TO: 
LERETA LLC 
ATTN: CENTRAL REFUNDS 
901 CORPORATE CENTER DRIVE 
POMONA, CA  91768 
 
AMOUNT OF REFUND:  $3,147.38 
 
EXPLANATION:  1Qtr 2026 taxes were paid by LERETA Tax Services in excess of the amount 
due. Refund is made to the tax servicer on behalf of the homeowner. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-53 
 

RESIGNATION OF ACTING MUNICIPAL CLERK 
 
WHEREAS, on February 17, 2026, the Borough Administrator received correspondence dated 
February 16, 2026, from Patricia Vazquez, Acting Municipal Clerk, Registrar and Board of Health 
Secretary and Licensing Official advising that she will be resigning from her employment with the 
Borough of Garwood; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Vazquez has advised that her resignation from her position of Acting Municipal 
Clerk, Registrar and Board of Health Secretary and Licensing Official shall be effective on  
March 2, 2026; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 
of Garwood as follows: 
 
1) The Borough of Garwood hereby accepts and relies upon the February 17, 2025 notice of 
resignation from Patricia Vazquez. 
 
2) Effective March 2, 2026, Patricia Vazquez shall be resigned from her position as Acting 
Municipal Clerk, Registrar and Board of Health Secretary and Licensing Official with the Borough 
of Garwood. 
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3) This resolution puts the CFO on notice to immediately process any and all requests from 
the State of New Jersey, Division of Pensions and Benefits regarding the resignation of Patricia 
Vazquez. 
 
4) This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-54 
 

RESIGNATION OF RECREATION DIRECTOR 
 
WHEREAS, on February 17, 2026, the Borough Administrator received correspondence dated 
February 17, 2026, from Katya Lysak, Recreation Director/Public Information Officer/Senior 
Activities Director/Clean Communities Coordinator advising that she will be resigning from her 
employment with the Borough of Garwood; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Lysak has advised that her resignation from her position of Recreation 
Director/Public Information Officer/Senior Activities Director/Clean Communities Coordinator 
shall be effective on March 9, 2026; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 
of Garwood as follows: 
 
1) The Borough of Garwood hereby accepts and relies upon the February 17, 2026 notice of 
resignation from Katya Lysak. 
 
2) Effective March 9, 2026, Katya Lysak shall be resigned from her position as Recreation 
Director/Public Information Officer/Senior Activities Director/Clean Communities Coordinator 
with the Borough of Garwood. 
 
3) This resolution puts the CFO on notice to immediately process any and all requests from 
the State of New Jersey, Division of Pensions and Benefits regarding the resignation of Katya 
Lysak. 
 
4) This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-55 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING A MODIFICATION TO SHARED COURT SERVICES 
WITH THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“Garwood”) and the Borough of Fanwood (“Fanwood”) 
previously entered into a shared services agreement for the operation of a shared municipal court 
with a three (3) year term from February 1, 2026 until January 31, 2029; and 
 
WHEREAS, the shared services agreement provides the parties may modify the agreement subject 
to the amendments being adopted by resolution of both Garwood and Fanwood and notice to the 
Administrative Office of the Courts and the County Assignment Judge; and 
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WHEREAS, Garwood and Fanwood now desire to modify the term of the shared services 
agreement from a three (3) year term to a new five (5) year term of February 1, 2026 through 
January 31, 2031; and 
 
WHEREAS, Garwood and Fanwood further desire to modify the two (2) three (3) year additional 
terms to a one (1) five (5) year additional term; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood has reviewed the proposed 
modification to the shared services agreement and now seeks to ratify the same; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, 
County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. The Borough hereby ratifies and approves the modification of the term of the shared 
services agreement  for the shared municipal court with the Borough of Fanwood and the 
new term of February 1, 2026 through January 31, 2031.  

2. The Borough hereby ratifies and approves the modification of the additional term of the 
shared services agreement for the shared municipal court with the Borough of Fanwood 
and by removing the two (3) additional three (3) year terms and the amendment of a one 
(1) additional five (5) year term. 

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-56 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2025 BUDGET TRANSFER #7 
 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, 
hereby directs the transfers of 2025 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby 
authorized to make necessary transfers and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Governing Body. 
 

 
  

FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount
Group Insurance Employer Active 5-01-23-220-200-1000 10,000.00

10,000.00

TO:
Finance Administration Contractual Services 5-01-20-130-200-0315 10,000.00

Total 10,000.00
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-57 
 

FORD CROWN VICTORIA AVAILABLE FOR AUCTION ON MUNICIBID 
 

WHEREAS, a 2010 Ford Crown Victoria Vehicle owned by the Borough of Garwood is no longer 
operational for the Garwood Police Department, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood will be listing the 2010 Ford Crown Victoria on 
Municibid.com, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator researched previous sale prices of similar copiers on 
Municibid.com and other websites and determined that the minimum bid amount should be set to 
$500 for the vehicle; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2010 Ford Crown Victoria will be posted for 
public auction for a period of fourteen (14) calendar days using the Borough of Garwood’s 
Municibid.com account. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by ________________, second by ______________ to adopt Consent 
Agenda. 
 
Discussion:  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 
Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A motion was made by ____________________, second by _________________, to adopt 
Resolution # 26-_______. 
 
Discussion:  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 
Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 
 
NEW BUSINESS: NONE 
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PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 
paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed 
and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by _____________________ second by ____________________ to adopt 
Payment of Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 
Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 
Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, March 12, 2026 at 
7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by _______________ second by ________________ to adjourn.   
 
All in favor ______, opposed _____? 
 
Time:__________  

https://garwood.org/gb_notices

