
Borough of Garwood 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

AGENDA 
February 13, 2025 

 
Time: _________ 
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on  
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the Municipal 
website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk informing the public of 
the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  ______ 
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
Roll call staff and professionals: 
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 
Doug Stoffer, Chief of Police 
 
Reports: 
Report of Borough Attorney 
Report of Borough Administrator 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto 
Councilman Foley 
Councilman Kearney 
Councilman Lazarow    
Councilman Padusniak 
Council President Nolde 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting and Executive Session of the Mayor and Council held on January 23, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by _____________, second by _____________ to accept the Regular and Executive 
Session Meeting Minutes as presented.  All in favor, opposed?  
 
COMMUNICATIONS:    
 

1. Notice of NJ State Planning Commission Cross Acceptance Public Meeting -Union County – 
February 25, 2025 at 6:00 pm. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Notice_of_NJ_State_Planning_Commission_Cross_Acceptance
_Public_Meeting_-_February_25_2025_at_6_pm.pdf  

 
2. Bruce Patterson, correspondence to Mayor and Council, regarding the AH process (previously 

provided) 
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Notice_of_NJ_State_Planning_Commission_Cross_Acceptance_Public_Meeting_-_February_25_2025_at_6_pm.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Notice_of_NJ_State_Planning_Commission_Cross_Acceptance_Public_Meeting_-_February_25_2025_at_6_pm.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Notice_of_NJ_State_Planning_Commission_Cross_Acceptance_Public_Meeting_-_February_25_2025_at_6_pm.pdf
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ORDINANCES:   
FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-01 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE 25-01 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING 
CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE I “TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, 
SECTION 21-8.8 “PAID PARKING ZONES”. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-01_Amend_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8.pdf  
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-01. 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-01. 
 
A motion was made by __________________, second by ___________________ to close Public Hearing on 
Ordinance No. 25-01. 
 
Discussion:  
 
A motion was made by _______________, second by _______________ to adopt Ordinance No. 25-01. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-02 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE 25-02 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING 
CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE I “TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, 
SECTION 21-8 “TWO-HOUR PARKING.” 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-02__Amend_Two_Hour_Parking_Section_21-8.pdf  
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-02. 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-02. 
 
A motion was made by __________________, second by ___________________ to close Public Hearing on 
Ordinance No. 25-02. 
 
Discussion:  
 
A motion was made by ________________, second by ______________ to adopt Ordinance No. 25-02. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-01_Amend_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-01_Amend_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-02__Amend_Two_Hour_Parking_Section_21-8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-02__Amend_Two_Hour_Parking_Section_21-8.pdf
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Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-03 by title only: 

 
ORDINANCE 25-03 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY 
AMENDING CHAPTER 21, SECTION 21-8.2, ENTITLED “FIFTEEN MINUTE PARKING.”  
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-03_Amended_Fifteen_Minute_Parking_Section_21-8.2.pdf  
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-03. 
 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance No. 25-03. 
 
A motion was made by __________________, second by ___________________ to close Public Hearing on 
Ordinance No. 25-03. 
 
Discussion: 
 
A motion was made by ________________, second by ______________ to adopt Ordinance No. 25-03. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-04 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-04 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING 
CHAPTER 34, ENTITLED “POLICE DEPARTMENT”, SECTION 4, ENTITLED “APPOINTMENTS”. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-04__Amending_Chapter_34_Police_Dept_Section_4_Appointments.pdf  
 
 
A motion was made by _________________, second by ________________ to introduce Ordinance No. 25-04. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-03_Amended_Fifteen_Minute_Parking_Section_21-8.2.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-03_Amended_Fifteen_Minute_Parking_Section_21-8.2.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-04__Amending_Chapter_34_Police_Dept_Section_4_Appointments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-04__Amending_Chapter_34_Police_Dept_Section_4_Appointments.pdf
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Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance No. 25-05 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-05 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING 
CHAPTER 71, ENTITLED “BUSINESSES AND OCCUPATIONS,” ARTICLE 1. HAWKERS, PEDDLERS, 
SOLICITORS, CANVASSERS, DISTRIBUTORS OF ADVERTISING.” 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-05__Amending_Section_71_Hawkers_Peddlers_License_Expiration.pdf  
 

A motion was made by _________________, second by ________________ to introduce Ordinance No. 25-05. 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair 
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-05__Amending_Section_71_Hawkers_Peddlers_License_Expiration.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-05__Amending_Section_71_Hawkers_Peddlers_License_Expiration.pdf
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OFFICER’S REPORTS:  
Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for January, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_January_2025.pdf  
 
Property Maintenance/Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for January, 2025 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/January_-_Code_Enforcement_Report.pdf  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to accept Officer’s 
reports. 
All in favor: _________, opposed: _________ 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the microphone, 
and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 
 

A motion was made by ____________, second by ______________ to close public comment. 

All in favor, opposed? 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with a single 
motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of funds; any item 
requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in 
the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-50 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE LEASE OF THREE (3) COPIERS 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, 
State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the borough to participate in the lease/purchase program in accordance 
with OMNIA Partners Contract for “Print Goods and Services,” Contract #2020002755 with Canon Solutions 
Inc. for Three (3) imageRUNNER ADVANCE DX copier machines, including 18,000 black/white copies and 
16,500 color copies per quarter (three months), for a term of 60 months. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby authorize the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to 
sign the lease with Canon Financial Services Inc., 158 Gaither Drive, Mount Laurel, NJ 08054 for 60 months at 
$725.00 per month and for the Administrator/Clerk to execute and complete the necessary application and 
documents concerning the above. 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-51 
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING A QUALIFIED PURCHASING AGENT (QPA) AND 
 INCREASING THE BID AND QUOTE THRESHOLDS ACCORDINGLY 

 
WHEREAS, P.L.2009, c.166 amended Local Public Contracts Law by creating and formalizing the Qualified 
Purchasing Agent (QPA) program to permit contracting agencies with a QPA to take advantage of the higher 
bid threshold; and 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_January_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_January_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/January_-_Code_Enforcement_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/January_-_Code_Enforcement_Report.pdf
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WHEREAS, The Borough of Garwood desires to appoint a Qualified Purchasing Agent (QPA) in accordance 
with N.J.S.A.40A:11-9(b) and further wishes to take advantage of the higher bid and quote thresholds in 
accordance with N.J.S.A.40A:11-3 and N.J.S.A.40A:11- 6.1(a); and 
 
WHEREAS, John Arthur, Borough Administrator, possesses the designation of Qualified Purchasing Agent 
(QPA) as issued by the Director of Local Government Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, the position of Qualified Purchasing Agent has previously been established in the Borough’s Salary 
Ordinance. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, State of New 
Jersey, that John Arthur, Borough Administrator, is appointed as the Borough’s Qualified Purchasing Agent 
(QPA) effective February 13, 2025 at annual stipend of $6,000 and is hereby authorized to exercise the duties 
of a QPA. 
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, 
State of New Jersey, that the Borough’s bid threshold will be increased from $17,500 to $44,000 and that the 
quote threshold will be 15% of the higher bid threshold, in accordance with N.J.S.A.40A:11-3 and 
N.J.S.A.40A:11-6.1(a) respectively. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution and a copy of John Arthur’s QPA 
certification be forwarded to the Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-52 
 

RESOLUTION AWARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CONTRACT 
(EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM) 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has the need for a Borough Employee Assistance Program; and  
 
WHEREAS, the local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A.40:11-1 et seq) exempts professional services from public 
advertising for bids which may be awarded by resolution of the governing body.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County of 
Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:  
 
1. The Administrator of the Borough of Garwood is hereby directed to execute and deliver a professional service 
contract for a one-year term commencing April 1, 2025 to March 31, 2026 as follows: 
 
Description of Professional Service: Employee Assistance Program  
Name of Professional:   Telus Health, 250 Royall Street, Suite 210W, Canton, MA 02021 
Cost:      Not to exceed $3,500 annually  
 
2. Funds are available for this purpose and the required certificate of availability of funds issued by the 
Borough’s Chief Financial Officer is annexed hereto.  
 
3. A brief notice stating the nature, duration, service, reference to the contract regarding the amount and that 
this resolution and the contract are on file and available for public inspection in the Borough of Garwood Clerk’s 
Office.  
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-53 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE STATE’S  
FIREFIGHTER CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 

 
WHEREAS, the State has created a voluntary program to certify firefighters; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood has reviewed, discussed and voted to participate 
in the program; and 
 
WHEREAS, whenever trainings are held at the Garwood Fire Department as which members of another fire 
department attend, each attendee must provide a valid certificate of insurance with the Borough of Garwood 
listed as additionally insured prior to attending the training. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood appoints 
Garwood Fire Department Chief or Deputy Chief’s designee who is the appointed member that will be named 
as the Training Officer and as the Authorized Signatory to sign any documents to implement the Firefighter 
Certification Program in the Borough of Garwood for the Garwood Fire Department. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-54 
 

AUTHORIZING 2024 BUDGET TRANSFER #6 
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby directs the 
transfers of 2024 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to make 
necessary transfers prior to year-end and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the 
Governing Body. 
 
FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount 

 Police  S&W 4-01-25-240-100-0100 50,000.00 
 Streets & Roads S&W 4-01-26-290-100-0100        20,000.00 

    70,000.00 
     

TO:     

 
Retirement & Accum 
Leave Retirement Payout 4-01-30-415-100-0100 50,000.00 

 Snow Removal Snow Removal Fees 4-01-26-290-201-1110 20,000.00 
         

   Total 70,000.00 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-55 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING TAX OVERPAYMENT REFUND 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, 
hereby approve the CFO/Treasurer to issue a refund check for the tax overpayments on the following properties: 
 
 
PROPERTY OWNER  ADDRESS   BLOCK/LOT       AMOUNT 
MARIANOVSKY & REKHTER 303 NEW ST  510/1.02   $3,347.89 
 
REFUND TO: 
CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUNDS 
PO BOX 9202 
COPPELL, TX  75019-9760 
 
AMOUNT OF REFUND:  $3,347.89 
 
EXPLANATION:  1Qtr 2025 taxes were paid by CORELOGIC Tax Services in excess of the amount due. 
Refund is made to the tax servicer on behalf of the homeowner. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-56 

RESOLUTION REQUESTING NEW JERSEY STATE GOVERNMENT PROVIDE MONETARY SUPPORT 
FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS STRUGGLING TO COMPLY WITH AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

REQUIREMENTS 

WHEREAS, in 1983 the New Jersey State Supreme Court decided a landmark case, commonly referred to as 
Mount Laurel II, establishing a requirement that Municipal Governments allow for a “Fair Share” of affordable 
housing to be constructed within their communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the initial impacts of this decision resulted in an explosion of builder’s remedy lawsuits, interfering 
with local government’s ability to direct responsible growth through the zoning and planning functions; and 
 
WHEREAS the Fair Housing Act (FHA) of 1985 sought to restore local government authority over the zoning 
and planning functions by creating a moratorium on these builder’s remedy lawsuits, providing an administrative 
process that municipalities could voluntarily pursue, wherein they would be insulated from developers seeking 
builder’s remedies lawsuits by receiving “substantive certification” of a municipal affordable housing plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, the FHA also created the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH), in part tasked with defining the 
“prospective need based on development and growth which is reasonably likely to occur” and by calling for the 
fair share to be adjusted if a municipality lacked sufficient land to satisfy the obligation generated by the fair 
share formula; and 
 
WHEREAS, between 1987 and 2013, three “rounds” of affordable housing obligations were imposed on local 
governments, none with financial backing from the State Legislature; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2015, the New Jersey Supreme Court returned the task of implementing the affordable housing 
doctrine back to the Courts because COAH was declared moribund and non-functional due to legislative and 
administrative inaction to appoint members as required by the FHA; and 
 
WHEREAS, many municipalities are already struggling to fund the infrastructure required to support 
development obligations incurred under settlement agreements entered into with the courts between 2015 and 
2023; and 
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WHEREAS, in 2024, the State Legislature codified much of the existing affordable housing doctrine into a new 
statute (Bill A-4 / S-50) signed into law by the Governor on March 21, 2024, which failed to address an issue 
with a lack of available land facing many municipalities or to address development regionally, rather than 
specifically by municipal borders; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current (Round 4) phase of affordable housing is set to begin in 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State Legislature has never dedicated specific funding to assist municipalities, many who have 
historically complied with their “fair share” of affordable housing development, with building out the infrastructure 
and staffing necessary to support additional residents, leaving many municipalities with no alternatives other 
than to pass the cost on to existing residents via property taxes or to negotiate Payment In Lieu of Taxes 
(PILOT) agreements (often from a position of weakness due to the continued threat of builders remedy lawsuits) 
to lessen property tax impacts; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that for all of the above reasons, the Borough of Garwood requests 
the State Legislature provide dedicated funding to all municipalities who have met, or are in the process of 
meeting, their fair share obligations for investment in infrastructure expansion and improvements badly needed 
to support new residents, facilitating the ability of local governments to satisfy our affordable housing obligations 
without placing all of the onus for expanded infrastructure on local property taxpayers; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of Garwood urges legislating changes to current and future 
rounds of affordable housing to address municipalities with a lack of available land and to allow for better 
cooperation between municipalities for regional development; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk forward true copies of this Resolution to Governor 
Murphy, Senate President Scutari, Speaker Coughlin, members of the Legislature representing the 21st 
Legislative District, and the New Jersey League of Municipalities. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-57 
 

RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT PUBLISHING LEGAL NOTICES ON  
OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT WEBSITES 

 
WHEREAS, the sunset provision of March 1, 2025 imposed under P.L. 2024 c.106 is fast approaching in what 
was a temporary solution that allowed local governments to comply with the public notice requirements under 
the law in time for annual reorganization meetings in January; and  
 
WHEREAS, local government officials serve as the stewards of property taxpayer dollars and should no longer 
be required to subsidize the newspaper industry with revenues collected from publishing legal notices in the 
press; and  
 
WHEREAS, long before NJ Advanced Media’s announcement that it was terminating daily print publications in 
January of 2025, local government officials found it increasingly difficult to comply with the public notice 
requirements under the law as the media has become almost exclusively digitized and struggled to retain staff, 
resources, and publications; and  
 
WHEREAS, legislation that will authorize local governments to publish legal notices on a local government’s 
official website will streamline an antiquated and overly burdensome process and save valuable time, 
resources, and property taxpayer dollars; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Garwood does in fact, hereby urge state leaders 
to pass legislation that will authorize municipalities, counties, school districts, and all local governments to 
publish legal notices in a clear, transparent, and timely manner on a local government’s official website.   
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be sent to Governor Phil Murphy, Senate 
President Nicholas Scutari, Speaker of the General Assembly Craig Coughlin, Senator Jon Bramnick, 
Assemblymembers Nancy Munoz and Michele Matsikoudis and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities. 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by _____________, second by _______________ to adopt Consent Agenda. 
 
Discussion:  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A motion was made by ____________________, second by _________________, to adopt Resolution # 25-
_______. 
 
Discussion: 
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when 
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by _____________________ second by ____________________ to adopt Payment of 
Claims Resolution.  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, February 27, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in 
Council Chambers.  Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: https://garwood.org/gb_notices 
 
A motion was made by _______________ second by ________________ to adjourn.  Time:__________  

https://garwood.org/gb_notices
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