
Borough of Garwood 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

AGENDA 
January 23, 2025 

Time: _________ 
Moment of Silence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on 
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk 
informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting 
Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  ______ 
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
Roll call staff and professionals: 
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Victoria Holmes, Borough Attorney 
Doug Stoffer, Chief of Police 
Mike Disko, Borough Engineer 
 
Reports: 
Report from Borough Engineer 
Report of Borough Attorney 
Report of Borough Administrator 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto 
Councilman Foley 
Councilman Kearney 
Councilman Lazarow    
Councilman Padusniak 
Council President Nolde 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on January 2, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by _____________, second by _____________ to accept the Regular Meeting 
Minutes as presented.  All in favor: _________, opposed: _________ 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:    

1. Union County Public Hearing Notices – 3 Parks 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Public_Hearing_Notice_3_Parks.pdf  
 

2. Union County Board of County Commissioners 2025 Meeting Schedule 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Commissioners_2025_Meeting_Schedule.p
df  
 

3. RVSA minutes that were approved at the December regular meeting 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Approved_Minutes(8).pdf  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Public_Hearing_Notice_3_Parks.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Public_Hearing_Notice_3_Parks.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Commissioners_2025_Meeting_Schedule.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Commissioners_2025_Meeting_Schedule.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Commissioners_2025_Meeting_Schedule.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Approved_Minutes(8).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Approved_Minutes(8).pdf
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4. Approval correspondence regarding parking ordinances 25-01 through 25-03. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Approval_correspondence_re_parking_ordinances_24-
01_through_25-03.pdf  
 

5. Bruce Patterson, Letters to Mayor and Council, regarding affordable housing (previously 
provided) 

 
ORDINANCES:   
INTRODUCTION:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-01 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE 25-01 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING 
CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE I “TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, 
SECTION 21-8.8 “PAID PARKING ZONES”. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-01_Amend_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8.pdf 
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-01. 
 
Discussion: 
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-01. 
 
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-02 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE 25-02 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING 
CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE I “TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, 
SECTION 21-8 “TWO-HOUR PARKING.” 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-02__Amend_Two_Hour_Parking_Section_21-8.pdf  
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-02. 
 
Discussion: 
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-02. 
 
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Approval_correspondence_re_parking_ordinances_24-01_through_25-03.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Approval_correspondence_re_parking_ordinances_24-01_through_25-03.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Approval_correspondence_re_parking_ordinances_24-01_through_25-03.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-01_Amend_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-01_Amend_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-02__Amend_Two_Hour_Parking_Section_21-8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-02__Amend_Two_Hour_Parking_Section_21-8.pdf
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Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-03 by title only: 

 
ORDINANCE 25-03 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY 
AMENDING CHAPTER 21, SECTION 21-8.2, ENTITLED “FIFTEEN MINUTE PARKING.”  
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-03_Amended_Fifteen_Minute_Parking_Section_21-8.2.pdf  
 
List correspondence concerning Ordinance No. 25-03. 
 
Discussion: 
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce 
Ordinance No. 25-03. 
 
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair 
 
FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow  
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS:  
Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for December, 2024 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_December_2024.pdf  
 
Property Maintenance/Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for December, 2024 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_Office_Report_December_2024.pdf  
 
A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to accept Officer’s 
reports. 
All in favor: _________, opposed: _________ 
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-03_Amended_Fifteen_Minute_Parking_Section_21-8.2.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-03_Amended_Fifteen_Minute_Parking_Section_21-8.2.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_December_2024.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_December_2024.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_Office_Report_December_2024.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_Office_Report_December_2024.pdf
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and Council please step to the 
microphone, and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 
 
A motion was made by ____________, second by ______________ to close public comment. 

All in favor: _________, opposed: _________ 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability 
of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent 
Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-40 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO MIDWEST CONSTRUCTION INC. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of 
New Jersey hereby approves the following change order to the original bid submitted by: 
 
Contractor:  Midwest Construction Inc. 
   19 Dead River Drive 
   Warren NJ 07059   
 
Resolution of Award: Resolution No. 23-158 
Bond Ordinance: Bond Ordinance #22-05 
Amount:  $97,470.03 
 
Project:   2023-3 Sidewalk Repair Program at Various Locations 
 
   Awarded Contract:  $ 97,470.03 

Additional work   + 12,900.00 
   Total Change Order #1  $110,370.03 
 
Construct Drainage Improvements on West Street and Center Street ROW as requested by Borough 
Council.  Original Contract amount increased.  Work includes 1 new catch basin and piping on West 
Street and Storm Sewer cleaning and 3 catch basins/frame and grate installation on Center Street. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is pending Certification of Funds from the Chief 
Financial Officer. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-41 
 

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
RESOLUTION COMMITTING TO DCA’S FOURTH ROUND AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

PRESENT NEED AND PROSPECTIVE NEED NUMBERS 
 

WHEREAS, on March 20, 2024, Governor Murphy signed into law an Amendment to the Fair 
Housing Act (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301 et seq.) (hereinafter “Amended FHA”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Amended FHA requires the Department of Community Affairs (“DCA”) to 

produce non-binding estimates of fair share obligations on or before October 20, 2024; and 
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WHEREAS, the DCA issued a report on October 18, 2024 (“DCA Report”) wherein it reported 
its estimate of the obligation for all municipalities based upon its interpretation of the standards in the 
Amended FHA; and  

 
WHEREAS, the DCA Report calculates the Borough of Garwood’s Round 4 (2025-2035) 

obligations as follows: a Present Need or Rehabilitation Obligation of 31 and a Prospective Need or 
New Construction Obligation of 80; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Amended FHA provides that the DCA Report is non-binding, thereby inviting 

municipalities to demonstrate that the Amended FHA would support lower calculations of Round 4 
affordable housing obligations; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Amended FHA further provides that “[a]ll parties shall be entitled to rely upon 

regulations on municipal credits, adjustments, and compliance mechanisms adopted by COAH 
unless those regulations are contradicted by statute, including P.L. 2024, c.2, or binding court 
decisions” (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-311(m)); and 

 
WHEREAS, COAH regulations authorize vacant land adjustments as well as durational 

adjustments; and 
 
WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, the Borough of Garwood accepts the DCA calculations 

of Garwood’s fair share obligations and commits to its fair share of 31 units present need and 80 units 
prospective need subject to any vacant land and/or durational adjustments it may seek as part of the 
Housing Plan element and Fair Share Plan element it subsequently submits in accordance with the 
Amended FHA; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood reserves the right to comply with any additional 

amendments to the FHA that the Legislature may enact; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood also reserves the right to adjust its position in the event 

of any rulings in the Montvale case (MER-L-1778-24) or any other such action that alters the 
deadlines and/or requirements of the Amended FHA; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the event that a third party challenges the calculations provided for in this 

Resolution, the Borough of Garwood reserves the right to take such position as it deems appropriate 
in response thereto, including that its Round 4 Present or Prospective Need Obligations should be 
lower than described herein; and 
 

WHEREAS, in light of the above, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood finds that 
it is in the best interest of the Borough of Garwood to declare its commitment to the obligations 
reported by the DCA on October 18, 2024 subject to the reservations set forth herein; and     

 
WHEREAS, in addition to the above, the Acting Administrative Director issued Directive #14-

24, dated December 13, 2024, and made the directive available later in the week that followed; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Directive #14-24, a municipality seeking a certification of compliance 

with the FHA shall file an action in the form of a declaratory judgment complaint in the county in which 
the municipality is located within 48 hours after adoption of the municipal resolution of fair share 
obligations, or by February 3, 2025, whichever is sooner”; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood seeks a certification of compliance with the FHA and, 

therefore, directs its Affordable Housing Counsel, Renaud Colicchio LLC, to file a declaratory relief 
action within 48 hours of the adoption of this resolution in Union County. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 23rd day of January 2025 by the Borough 
Council of the Borough of Garwood as follows: 
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1. All of the above Whereas Clauses are incorporated into the operative clauses of this 
resolution.  

 
2.  The Borough of Garwood hereby commits to the DCA Round 4 Present Need 

Obligation of 31 units and the Round 4 Prospective Need Obligation of 80 units described in this 
resolution, subject to all reservations of rights set forth above.  

 
3. The Borough of Garwood hereby directs its Affordable Housing Counsel, Renaud 

Colicchio LLC, to file a declaratory judgment complaint in Union County within 48 hours after adoption 
this resolution, attaching this resolution.  
 

4. The Borough of Garwood authorizes its Affordable Housing Counsel to attach this 
resolution as an exhibit to the declaratory judgment action that is filed and to submit and/or file this 
resolution with the Program or any other such entity as may be determined to be appropriate. 

  
5. This resolution shall take effect immediately, according to law.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-42 

 
RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION TO APPLY FOR AN ELIZABETHTOWN GAS FIRST 

RESPONDERS GRANT PROGRAM 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood wants to apply for a grant with the Elizabethtown Gas 
First Responders Grant Program in the amount of $2,500; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the purpose of the grant is to provide critical support for operations conducted 
by first responder departments in the Elizabethtown Gas service area.  This program is a way for us 
to help our hardworking, courageous first responders and express our gratitude for the work they do 
each day to ensure our community remains safe and well protected; and 
 
 WHEREAS, we intend to apply for $2,500 for fire department flashlights for firefighters. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body, Borough of Garwood, 
County of Union to grant permission to apply for the above referenced grant. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-43 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SIGNING OF COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATIONS AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AND PBA LOCAL 117 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood and PBA Local 117 are parties to a collective 
negotiations agreement which expired on December 31, 2022; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood and PBA Local 117 have agreed to terms for a 
successor Collective Negotiations Agreement via a Memorandum of Agreement dated August 21, 
2023; and   
 
 WHEREAS, a successor Collective Negotiations Agreement was drafted for the period of 
January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2026 between the Borough of Garwood and PBA Local 117;  
 
 WHEREAS, the PBA executed the successor Collective Negotiations Agreement and 
provided it to the Borough for execution; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood have reviewed the partially 
executed successor Collective Negotiations Agreement for the period of January 1, 2023 through 
December 31, 2026 and seek to execute same which is attached hereto as exhibit A; and  
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 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, 
County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
 1). The Borough ratifies the collective negotiations agreement for the period of January 1, 
2023 through December 31, 2026 attached hereto as exhibit A. 
 2). The Mayor is authorized to hereby execute the collective negotiations agreement on 
behalf of the Borough of Garwood. 
 3). That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-44 
 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FROM LOCAL GOVERNING BODY 
AUTHORIZING THE SUSTAINABLE JERSEY GRANT APPLICATION 

 
WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of life for its residents by ensuring that its 
environmental, economic and social objectives are balanced and mutually supportive; and 
 
WHEREAS, Borough of Garwood strives to save tax dollars, assure clean land, air and water, improve 
working and living environments; and 
 
WHEREAS, Borough of Garwood is participating in the 2025 Sustainable Jersey grants Program funded by 
PSEG and is requesting the amount of $12,000; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is asking for $10,000 for bike lanes and pedestrian improvements on 
Center Street and $2,000 for plantings adjacent to Center Street and North Avenue; and 
 
WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Sustainable Jersey Program is to provide resources to municipalities to 
make progress on sustainability issues, and they have created a grant program called the Sustainable Jersey 
Small Grants Program;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Garwood’s Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood has 
determined that Garwood should apply for the aforementioned Grant. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Garwood’s Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood, County of 
Union, State of New Jersey, authorizes the submission of the aforementioned Sustainable Jersey Grant. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-45 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NJDOT PROPOSED PARKING CHANGES 
 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation proposes to establish a Time Limited 
Parking Zone along Route NJ 27 (North Avenue); 
 
WHEREAS, the propose the following: 
 
 Time Limited Parking – Route NJ 28 (North Avenue) 
 
 Time Limited Parking along the westbound (northerly) side: 
 
 Six (6) hour Time Limited Parking from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM (Monday to Saturday) 
 

1) Beginning at a point 457 feet west of the westerly curb line of Cedar Street and 
extending to a point 630 feet westerly therefrom. 
 

2) Beginning at a point 652 feet west from the westerly curb line of Cedar Street and 
extending to a point 235 west from the westerly curb line of Walnut Street. 

 
 Fifteen (15) minute Time Limited Parking from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM (Monday to Saturday) 
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1) Beginning at a point 435 feet west from the westerly curb line of Cedar Street and 
extending 22 feet westerly therefrom. 

 
2) Beginning at a point 630 feet west from westerly curb line of Cedar Street and 

extending 22 feet westerly therefrom. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood concurs that any approved regulations in conflict with or 
inconsistent with the provisions of this Resolution be rescinded upon approval of the Traffic 
Regulation order. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Garwood supports the proposed 
Traffic Regulation Order for a Time Limited Parking Zone as described in this resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-46 
 

AUTHORIZING 2024 BUDGET TRANSFER #5 
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby directs 
the transfers of 2024 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to 
make necessary transfers prior to year-end and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Governing Body. 
 
FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount 

 Group Insurance Employer Active 
4-01-23-220-200-
1000 9,450.00 

         
    9,450.00 
     
TO:     

 Utilities Water Gas & Electric 
4-01-31-431-200-
0163 2,000.00 

 Street Lighting Street Lighting Fees 
4-01-31-435-200-
1115 1,200.00 

 Street Lighting Traffic Lights 
4-01-31-435-200-
1117 1,000.00 

 Statutory Expenses Social Security 
4-01-36-472-200-
2050 5,000.00 

 Public Defender Professional Salary 
4-01-43-495-200-
0949 250.00 

         
   Total 9,450.00 

 
RESOLUTION NO 25-47 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF A NEW POLICE OFFICER 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New 
Jersey, hereby appoints Yaya Coulibaly as a Step 3 Patrolman in the Garwood Police Department, effective 
February 3, 2025 at an annual salary of $64,622, in accordance with P.B.A. Contract 2023-2026. 
 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
January 23, 2025 

Page 9  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-48 
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING FIREFIGHTER 
 
WHEREAS, Matthew Gesior has passed all physical and background requirements to become a firefighter 
for the Liberty Hose Co. #1, Garwood Fire Department, and; 
 
WHEREAS, no work which requires certification shall be undertaken until the certificate from the fire 
academy and/or certification from the Division of Fire Safety is obtained, as per the email from the New 
Jersey Division of Fire Safety on December 4, 2024; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 
of New Jersey, hereby appoints Matthew Gesior as Fire Fighter for the Garwood Fire Department effective 
January 23, 2025. 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
A motion was made by ____________________, second by _________________, to adopt 
Resolution # 25-_______. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid 
when  
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by _____________________ second by ____________________ to adopt 
Payment of Claims Resolution.  
 
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Municipal Clerk to read the following: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-49 

 
CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING LITIGATION AND MATTERS OF ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE 
RELATING TO THE ABOVE AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A. 10-4-12, CLOSED SESSION, 
MEETINGS OPEN TO PUBLIC; EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC; SUBJECT OF MATTER. 
 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood to conduct 
an executive session closed to the public in order to discuss the above listed matter. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby 
move to go into executive session in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings 
Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et. seq., for the purpose of discussing the subject stated above. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in and minutes of the closed session 
shall be disclosed to the public when the reason for confidentiality no longer exists. Action may be 
taken. 
 
A motion was made by _______________, second by ___________________ to adopt Resolution 
#25-49. 
All in favor: _________, opposed: _________ 
 
Roll Call:  
Councilwoman Boto  ______  Councilman Lazarow  ______ 
Councilman Foley  ______  Councilman Padusniak  ______ 
Councilman Kearney  ______  Council President Nolde  ______ 
 
RE-OPEN MEETING: 
 
A motion was made by ____________________, second by _________________ to resume the 
regular session. 
All in favor: _________, opposed: _________ 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, February 13, 2025 at 
7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers.  Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices  
 
A motion was made by _______________ second by ________________ to adjourn.  
Time:__________  

https://garwood.org/gb_notices
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