
Borough of Garwood 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 
January 23, 2025 

Time: 7:00 P.M. 
Moment of Silence was dedicated to the Family of Bob Lawrence 
Salute to the Flag 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Union County Hawk and advertised on 
December 26, 2024. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 
Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk 
informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting 
Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Blumenstock  AYE 
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde  AYE 
 
Roll call staff and professionals: All Present 
John Arthur, Borough Administrator 
Victoria Holmes, Borough Attorney 
Doug Stoffer, Chief of Police 
Mike Disko, Borough Engineer 
 
Reports: 
Report from Borough Engineer -   
• UPDATE FOR CONTRACT 2024-1 – RESURFACING OF SECTIONS OF BEECH AVENUE, HEMLOCK 
AVENUE AND MYRTLE AVENUE (MA23). COMPLETED WORK INCLUDES TREE REMOVALS, 
REPLACEMENT OF CURBS, REPLACEMENT OF SIDEWALKS/RAMPS, REPLACEMENT OF DRIVEWAY 
APRONS, AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS. CLEANING AND TV INSPECTION OF SANITARY SEWERS WAS 
BEING PERFORMED IN JANUARY. AWAITING DELIVERY OF INSPECTION REPORTS AND VIDEOS. MILLING 
AND RESURFACING OF THE STREETS TO FOLLOW, LIKELY IN THE SPRING. BEECH AVENUE (CENTER 
TO RANKIN), HEMLOCK AVENUE (EAST TO LEXINGTON) AND MYRTLE AVENUE (MAPLE TO DEAD END)  
GRANT AMOUNT $ 463,370. TOTAL COST $591,156.75.  
• DESIGN WORK IS ONGOING FOR THE NJDOT MA 24 GRANT PROJECT. PROJECT WORK 
INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING STREET SECTIONS: EAST STREET (SOUTH AVENUE TO MYRTLE AVENUE) – 
MILL AND OVERLAY NEW STREET (MYRTLE AVENUE TO RANKIN AVENUE) – MILL AND OVERLAY WITH 
NEW CURBS WALNUT STREET (NORTH AVENUE TO THIRD AVENUE) – MILL AND OVERLAY 
APPROXIMATE CONSTRUCTION COST - $376,500.00 GRANT REQUEST $350,000.00 GRANT AWARD 
$346,690.00  
• UNION COUNTY WILL LIKELY ANNOUNCE THE 2025 INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT PROGRAM IN 
FEBRUARY. THE COUNCIL CAN CONSIDER VARIOUS PROJECTS. NOW THAT TELEVISION INSPECTION 
OF SANITARY SEWERS HAS BEEN ADDRESSED BY CLINT DICKSON, ENGINEERING-CENTRIC PROJECTS 
INCLUDE PERFORMING A TRAFFIC SIGN RETROREFLECTIVITY ANALYSIS, MANDATED BY THE FHWA. 
COST 5-6K; OR SANITARY SEWER I&I/POINT REPAIRS. OTHER MUNICIPAL BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS OR 
SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS CAN BE CONSIDERED.  
• WORKING ON REIMBURSEMENT OF NJDOT GRANTS. RECENTLY SUBMITTED THE MA2018 FINAL 
PAYMENT REQUEST. SUBMITTED THE MA2020 FINAL CONTRACTOR PAYMENT TO FINANCE, TODAY. 
ONCE PAID, WE WILL SUBMIT GRANT REIMBURSEMENT DOCUMENTATION.  
 
Report of Borough Attorney – no report 
 
Report of Borough Administrator - Our 2025 budget process is underway and we’ve held meetings 
with every department head and program manager. We’ve also started meeting with the finance 
committee. A notice to bidders for concessions at the Athletic Field Complex was posted in the 
newspaper today and is available at Garwood.org. The concrete portion of the Shade Structure 
installation is on hold until the weather gets warmer. The vendor said that it needs be above 40 
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degrees overnight for them to complete that part of the project.  The Community Development Block 
grant application for senior services has been submitted, thanks to our Recreation Director. PBA 
contract – we were awaiting signatures from the PBA but that’s been completed and this resolution 
is required to fully ratify the contract. Parking Ordinances – Ordinance 25-01 adds six-hour maximum 
paid parking on North Avenue between Walnut Street and Cedar Street as well as in JFK Plaza. 
Ordinance 25-02 removes sections of North Avenue from two-hour parking so that we can add them 
as paid six-hour parking. Ordinance 25-03 adds fifteen-minute parking—one space on Center, two 
on Willow, two on North Avenue, and some in JFK Plaza at the discretion of the Chief of Police.  
 
Report of Mayor Blumenstock - This week, we had Congresswoman McIver’s office come to Garwood 
for her mobile office hours, where they brought their services to the Borough.  I thank 
Congresswoman McIver for this program, it’s very helpful to have her office come directly to us but I 
urge residents to contact them anytime for any of the services the Congressional office can provide, 
which includes small business help, help with a federal agency, or even just to bring your concerns 
or ideas. Congresswoman McIver also coordinated a meeting last month between the district’s 
municipal officials and the Army Corps of Engineers so they could provide an update on the feasibility 
study for the Rahway River Flood Basin.  I’ve discussed this before, but just as a summary, the Army 
Corp of Engineers reactivated a study into flooding solutions back in the beginning of 2023.  They 
held a charette with local officials such as myself and surrounding municipal Mayors and engineers, 
gathered feedback and determined 4 different alternatives or possibilities for remediation.  During 
this past meeting, the Army Corp discussed the analyses they’ve conducted on the alternatives thus 
far.  That work, including cost estimate and benefit to cost ratio will continue for the next few months.  
They are working towards selecting a plan in April of this year.  Following that, it will go through an 
extensive approval process that will last through until August 2027.  Though this a lengthy process, I 
remain optimistic that this study will produce some tangible results in the next few years and thank 
Congresswoman McIver and the Army Corp of Engineers for this update. Union County is applying 
for a grant thorough Green Acres to update Unami Park.  Should they receive this grant, they will be 
able to replace the playground set at the park making it ADA accessible, as well as provide an ADA 
accessible path from the parking lot to the playground area.  I wrote a letter of support for the grant, 
and you can do your part by going to the county’s website and completing a survey to share your 
feedback.  We have also shared the link and QR code on Garwood’s social media pages.  There is 
also the link to see more detailed plans about the project.  While Unami is a county park and not 
Garwood’s, it obviously plays a big part in our community.  The Green Team has adopted that park 
and has been helping maintain the park, adding walking paths, trees and birdhouses to it, and many 
of our residents use the park on a daily basis.  An improved playground area would certainly add to 
our community, so I look forward to hopefully being able to give you good news in the future on that 
front. Speaking of the Green Team, they are applying for two grants from Sustainable Jersey as you 
can see from Reso 25-42. The larger grant would go to offset Center Street pedestrian and bike 
improvements that we have been talking about up here on Council, including bike lanes.  The smaller 
grant would go towards creating a wildflower planting on the hill on Center Street by the Mobil gas 
station. I hope the Council will support the Green Team in those efforts by voting for the resolution. 
The Citizens Advisory Panel met last week with myself and Councilwoman Boto.  We discussed a 
number of items, including those improvements to the Center Street corridor with bike lanes and 
temporary bump outs, as well as doing a circulation element for our master plan, something we’ve 
spoke about before. It was a productive conversation and as the Finance committee goes into their 
budget meetings, we will continue to work with the Citizens Advisory Panel to solicit their input and 
feedback on priorities for Garwood. 
 
Comments from the Council: 
Councilwoman Boto – no comment 
 
Councilman Foley – no comment 
 
Councilman Kearney - Leading with a comment to commentate the service of Garwood Firefighter Bob 
Lawrence, who spent most of his life serving with our volunteer department in many capacities.  I got to 
know him as the secretary of the Liberty Hose Company executive board, but I hear his years of active 
firefighter service were at least as colorful as his commentary on meeting minutes and roll call votes that 
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I experienced as Fire Commissioner.  Thank you to Bob and his family for his many years of dedicated 
service to Garwood. 
 
I thank Mr. Arthur for his summary on the Ordinances up for introduction on tonight’s agenda which 
originated from the Police committee last year.  I’m excited to finally get the North Avenue part of our 
parking program off the ground.  Thank you to Chief Stoffer for staying on top of the State DOT to get 
that done for us! 
 
On the topic of affordable housing, we have a Resolution on the Consent Agenda tonight following the 
recommendation of our Planning Board and various professionals to accept the obligation as proposed 
by the State.  While I have previously voiced specific objections to the application of the new law 
centering on the lack of infrastructure support from the Legislature and the lack of consideration or 
consistency with how affordable vs. market rate is calculated with regard to local density; when I consider 
the long history of this topic, I conclude we are paying now for poor decisions made anywhere from ten 
to forty years ago by Governors, Legislatures, courts, and local governments which all amount to one 
giant kicking of the can.  A can which has landed squarely back on local governments in 2025.  The need 
for more housing is clear.  We don’t have enough supply and it’s leading to inflated prices to both rent 
and own.  If only our predecessors in state and local government had followed the lead of some of the 
bigger cities and fully implemented Mount Laurel 2 in the 1980s, instead of litigating it into limbo, or 
outright killing it like Governor Christie did, hundreds of towns in New Jersey would not be where we all 
are today.  Of course, we’d all have more residents too, but we’d have had decades to build out the 
infrastructure to support them, instead of the few years we’re going to have to figure it all out now. 
 
I know others up here are going to have comments on this tonight, but I look forward to continuing the 
conversation on this topic, both with our residents and the several members of the Legislature I speak to 
about this topic (who are no doubt tired of hearing about it from me by now).  I will continue to advocate 
focusing the efforts of this Council on mitigating the impact to local government finances that 
development has the potential to cause instead of tilting at the windmill of somehow stopping it all in the 
flight of fancy we’ve seen a handful of towns spend a lot of fruitless tax dollars on in the last few 
months.  Any rational person can see we need more housing, so I’m asking everyone to get together on 
this and do it the best way possible for our communities. 
 
 
Councilman Lazarow - no comment. 
 
Councilman Padusniak – I’d like to start by thanking everyone who came out and volunteered on MLK 
Day, including Rep. McIver. Garwood really lives up to the “small town, big heart” moniker. It’s a joy 
to serve such a giving community.  The mayor and I met with representatives from the New Jersey 
Motion Picture and Television Commission, who walked us through the steps toward making 
Garwood “Film Ready.” The process involves scouting prospective locations, making connections 
with local businesses, and ensuring the proper procedures are in place to guarantee everyone’s 
safety, comfort, and happiness when film projects come to our borough. And, with “Film Ready” status 
in place, we can expect to see more stars in town! 
 
Council President Nolde – No comment 
 
Mayor Blumenstock- She also thanked those who participated in MLK Day.  She also thanked 
Congresswoman LaMonica McIver for attending the Service Day and helping out with the activities. 
 
MINUTES: 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on January 2, 2025. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Foley to accept the Regular 
Meeting Minutes as presented.  All in favor: aye, opposed: none 
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COMMUNICATIONS:    
1. Union County Public Hearing Notices – 3 Parks 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Public_Hearing_Notice_3_Parks.pdf  
 

2. Union County Board of County Commissioners 2025 Meeting Schedule 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Commissioners_2025_Meeting_Schedule.p
df  
 

3. RVSA minutes that were approved at the December regular meeting 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Approved_Minutes(8).pdf  

4. Approval correspondence regarding parking ordinances 25-01 through 25-03. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Approval_correspondence_re_parking_ordinances_24-
01_through_25-03.pdf  
 

5. Bruce Patterson, Letters to Mayor and Council, regarding affordable housing (previously 
provided) 

 
ORDINANCES:   
INTRODUCTION:  
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-01 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE 25-01 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING 
CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE I “TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, 
SECTION 21-8.8 “PAID PARKING ZONES”. 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-01_Amend_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8.pdf 
 
Discussion: None 
 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boto, second by Councilman Kearney to introduce Ordinance No. 
25-01. 
 
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde  AYE 
 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-02 by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE 25-02 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING 
CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE I “TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, 
SECTION 21-8 “TWO-HOUR PARKING.” 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-02__Amend_Two_Hour_Parking_Section_21-8.pdf  
 
Discussion: None 
 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Public_Hearing_Notice_3_Parks.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Public_Hearing_Notice_3_Parks.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Commissioners_2025_Meeting_Schedule.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Commissioners_2025_Meeting_Schedule.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Union_County_Commissioners_2025_Meeting_Schedule.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Approved_Minutes(8).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/RVSA_Approved_Minutes(8).pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Approval_correspondence_re_parking_ordinances_24-01_through_25-03.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Approval_correspondence_re_parking_ordinances_24-01_through_25-03.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Approval_correspondence_re_parking_ordinances_24-01_through_25-03.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-01_Amend_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-01_Amend_Paid_Parking_Section_21-8.8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-02__Amend_Two_Hour_Parking_Section_21-8.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-02__Amend_Two_Hour_Parking_Section_21-8.pdf
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A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Council President Nolde to introduce Ordinance 
No. 25-02. 
 
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde  AYE 
 
 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 25-03 by title only: 

 
ORDINANCE 25-03 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY 
AMENDING CHAPTER 21, SECTION 21-8.2, ENTITLED “FIFTEEN MINUTE PARKING.”  
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-03_Amended_Fifteen_Minute_Parking_Section_21-8.2.pdf  
 
Discussion: None 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilwoman Boto to introduce Ordinance No. 
25-03. 
 
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde  AYE 
 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORT 
 
FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Councilman Foley, Chair 
The committee met with representatives last night from the Police Department and the Department 
of Public Works (DPW) to review their preliminary budget proposals for the upcoming fiscal year. We 
also began discussions on the 5-Year Capital Plan to address long-term needs and investments. 
While no decisions were made during this meeting, it was an important step in understanding the 
operational and capital priorities of these critical departments. Discussions will continue as we 
ensure their proposals align with the borough’s strategic and financial goals. Secondly, The finance 
committee discussed moving forward with a sewer fee. We are still weighing the exact fee number, 
as well as debating pros and cons of a flat across-the-board fee as opposed to different numbers for 
multi-families. There’s pros and cons to both, obviously, but we have been in talks with surrounding 
towns as well to discuss their methodologies.  We will be assessing this fee on apartment complexes, 
such as Vermella, as well. We will have more discussions over the next few weeks and be able to 
provide more concrete information at the next council meeting.  This fee is about fairness. And A key 
focus of these discussions is ensuring that fairness, particularly regarding larger apartment 
complexes like Vermella. One of the driving principles behind the sewer fee is to ensure that Vermella 
and future developments such as paperboard contribute their fair share to the borough’s 
infrastructure and utility costs. This fee is about equity! and we are committed to ensuring that the 
burden does not fall disproportionately on single-family homeowners or smaller property owners. As 
we heard earlier from our B.E. we have found much wear and tear on our sewer pipes on the north 
side and are expecting much more to be found on the south side. This fee also helps us be proactive 
in maintaining the health of our sewer system and making financially prudent repairs through 
preventative maintenance. It’s easier to prevent a problem than to fix it after it happens.  Finally, 
throughout the budget process, I will be taking time to meet with members of the public to discuss 
any concerns or questions they may have about the budget process or the proposed sewer fee. 
Additionally, I will be providing updates and detailed information to ensure transparency and keep 
residents informed about the progress of these discussions. Ensuring financial fairness and 
sustainability remains a top priority, and I look forward to engaging with the community as we work 
together on these important initiatives. 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-03_Amended_Fifteen_Minute_Parking_Section_21-8.2.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Ord._25-03_Amended_Fifteen_Minute_Parking_Section_21-8.2.pdf
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FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Lazarow, Chair – Offered condolences to the Bob Lawrence family. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 
As we continue to move forward with the Paperboard site and with the full recommendation of the planning 
board, the community development sub-committee is recommending that we move forward in accepting 
Garwood’s fourth-round affordable housing obligation. After extensive discussion, the members of the 
planning board and planner Mike Mistretta suggest we accept our obligation of 80 units. As Mr. Mistretta 
has previously explained, he does not believe the number would be lowered should we challenge the DCA 
calculation. It would also open us up to legal challenges from developers at a time when we are in active 
negotiations with Garden Homes over the development of the Paperboard site. And that’s not even to 
mention the monetary cost of a challenge, regardless of the outcome.  I recommend that anyone with 
questions goes back and listens to the planning board meetings in which these matters were discussed. 
And please attend council meeting over the next few months as we determine, along with Mr. Mistretta and 
others, how best to meet our obligations for this round based on current calculations. And please do keep 
in mind that accepting this round’s number does not mean we cannot and should not seek, at the state 
level, a modified process for distribution of housing need in the future. People need housing; our 
communities must maintain their infrastructural safety and integrity. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS: Councilwoman Boto, Chair 
In addition to their reoccurring activities, the DPW continued to perform preventative maintenance 
on public works trucks and equipment. Assisted with set up for the Menorah Lighting and Martin Luther 
King Day events. Began the annual residential Christmas tree pickup program which includes Disposal 
at the Fanwood Recycling Center. Removed holiday decorations throughout the Borough. Provided 
assistance to the Police Department with various tasks. On December 21st/24th and January 11th: They 
deiced throughout the Borough before and after the storm as needed. On January 19th: Deiced and also 
plowed throughout the Borough. I’d like to thank our DPW employees for a fantastic job during the 
snowstorm. 
 
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilman Kearney, Chair  
The Police Committee met earlier this month and continued work on items carried over from the end of 
last year.  We have unanimous consent to recommend out of committee additional updates to the 
Borough Code which will complete enhancements and standardization to the promotion process for the 
ranks of Sergeant, Lieutenant and Captain along with allowing candidates for these ranks the opportunity 
to review the scoring process.  I expect Ordinance drafts to circulate on this to the Council soon, with an 
eye to having it on the next meeting agenda for introduction. Work is also continuing on an update to the 
Code for dog licensing and to lay the groundwork for establishing bike lanes along Center Street.  I’m 
also pleased to report Councilman Foley has organized a Garwood-specific “safe streets” proposal, 
which we will be working over in committee over the next month or two.  This proposal will complement 
the new county and state level initiatives announced this month, and will focus on community-driven 
efforts to improve safety on the roadways, which we know, but I feel the need to point out again, are not 
just for vehicles, but are shared by pedestrians, bikers, cars and more. I also have the latest activity 
report for the Garwood Police Department, who have recorded 1888 CAD entries during the month of 
December 2024. These calls include (but are not limited to): 
 
• 227 motor vehicle stops 
• 61 parking complaints 
• 80 fixed traffic posts (Radar, Stop Sign, Distracted Driving) 
• 23 motor vehicle crash investigations 
• 269 building/property checks 
• 44 medical assists 
• 94 community policing posts 
• 21 walking posts (impressive considering the weather) 
• 25 investigated suspicious person/vehicles complaints 
• 16 criminal investigations 
A final note, the Garwood Police Department has advanced to the final phase of the accreditation process 
with the New Jersey State Chiefs of Police Association.  This has been a Herculean effort undertaken 
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by Chief Stoffer, Captain Rocco and the men and women of our police department.  I am looking forward 
to the final inspection next week, and fingers crossed for all good news! 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Council President Nolde, Chair 
GPAC:  This week the Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture received good news from the Union 
County Office of County Commissioners. GPAC is receiving a Union County HEART grant for the 
Garwood Poetry Festival in April.  GPAC is presenting two Family Knitting and Yarn Creations 
workshops led by Garwood textile artist Krissia Thaiane. The first session was last week and kids 
and adults alike enjoyed working on yarn projects. The second session is on Jan. 25 from 10-11 at 
the Recreation Center. Open to ages 6 and up, families welcome. Everyone can participate at their 
ability, beginners welcome. Supplies for children will be provided. The Garwood Partnership for Arts 
and Culture presents “Garwood Warms your Heart!” Yarn Bombing Garwood will occur on Feb.8 with 
a snow date of Feb.9. Please contribute any handmade knitted items including scarves, squares, 
mittens, pot holders, and anything knitted or hooked. Put your items in a bag and include a card with 
your name, address, email, phone number, and availability to participate in the Yarn Bombing event 
on Feb.8/9. The collection box will be located at the entrance to Borough Hall from Jan. 10-31. 
Historical: No report. The Historical Committee will have its regular meeting at the library on Monday, 
Jan 27 at 6:30. Community Events: MLK Day of Service: The Garwood Recreation Committee held 
the MLK Day of Service in Garwood this past Monday, January 20th. Volunteers made sandwiches, 
assembled care packages for those in need, created cards for troops and seniors, and made crafts 
to honor Martin Luther King Jr’s legacy. Thank you to the Recreation Committee members, the 
volunteers who participated, those who donated cold cuts and hygiene items, the 5 Loaves Pantry at 
the Church of Saint Anne for donating bread, and to the Garwood Senior Club for their donation to 
assist in buying the hygiene items. Congresswoman LaMonica R. McIver stopped by the event to 
assist. Youth Basketball: The teams are in their 3rd week of games for the season. Games run through 
end of February at Garwood Lincoln School. Stop by to check out the games! For game schedules, 
please email recreation@garwood.org 
Upcoming Adult Programs (confirmed programs only): 

● Tai Chi: Tuesdays from 7 pm to 8 pm, 10 classes, March 4th – May 6th, $70 for residents 
● Yoga: Thursdays from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm, 10 classes, March 6th – May 8th, $70 for residents 
● Open Play Soccer (30+): Fridays 8-9:50 pm (starting March 14th) 
● Ceramics: Wednesdays at 7 pm, 2/26, 3/26, 4/30, 5/28 - $18/class for residents 
● Canvas Painting: Wednesday 3/19 at 7 pm, $23 for residents 

 Upcoming Youth Programs (confirmed programs only. Others will be announced): 
● Fantastic Forces (Grades Kindergarten through 6th): by Mad Science, Mondays from 5 pm 

to 6 pm, 3/3-4/7, $153 for residents. 
● Walking Challenge (Ages 8-17): Month of April 
● STEM Python and R Coding for Beginners (Grades 3-8): Six Fridays from 3/21 – 5/2 from 

5:30 pm to 6:30 pm, laptops provided, $249. 
● STEM Python and R Coding for Intermediate (Grades 3-8): Six Fridays from 3/21 – 5/2 

from 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm, laptops provided, $299. 
● Soccer Classes (Ages 1.5 to 7): by US Sports Institute, Saturday mornings, 6 weeks, 4/26 – 

6/7 
● Parent and Me Multi-Sports (Ages 2-3.5): by US Sports Institute, Saturday mornings, 6 

weeks, 4/26 – 6/7 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilman Lazarow - FEBRUARY EVENTS 
February 4, at 3:30 pm STEAM Activity. – Join the Steam Sharks from Union County Magnet School 
for another adventure in STEAM. Registration is Required, Limit 10. February 5 from 10 am to noon 
Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) – Union County Division of Aging Staff will be on hand to assist seniors 
(age 60+) or their caregivers with information on services, such as meal delivery, respite care, adult 
day care and support services for caregivers. February 6, 13, 20, and 27 at 3 pm – Crazy Chem 
Works. - Children 2nd grade and older will make gooey slime, experiment with different reactions and 
learn to use the tools that chemists use. Registration is required limit 10. February 11 at 3pm Grab 
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and Go Kid’s and Adult Craft -Pick up supplies and instructions for a seasonal craft. Registration is 
required for craft kits and is limited to 15 participants for each group. February 11, at 7 pm. – From 
Italy with Love. This musical performance features an array of Italian classical songs performed by 
renowned vocal tenor Salvatore Chiarelli. February 18 @ 6:30 pm – Discover the Power of 
Hypnosis with Barry Wolfson - It's never too late to follow through on those New Year's resolutions 
and hypnosis can help. Join us for an enlightening session on how hypnosis can help you break bad 
habits, boost motivation, manage stress and anxiety, and achieve the positive change you desire. 
Certified hypnotherapist, Barry Wolfson, Director of the Hypnosis Counseling Centers of New Jersey 
will share his insights on how hypnosis works and its effectiveness in helping people achieve their 
goals. The Library will be closed Monday, February17, for President’s Day 
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Garwood Board of Education held the annual reorganization meeting on January 6th.  New 
members Tracy McCarrick, Michael Sasjak and returning member April Farrell were sworn in for 3-
year terms.  Congratulations to all three of them!  The Board elected April Farrell and Maureen 
Crawford to return to the roles of President and Vice-President, respectively.  Again, congratulations! 
The Board held its regular January meeting this past Tuesday.  Due to a schedule conflict, I was only 
able to attend part of the meeting, but I did see an excellent presentation from the Cooking Club, as 
well as the announcement of the Mustang Movers of the Month (one of whom shares my 
name).  Congrats to our movers!  I’ll have a full report on the Board’s relevant actions at our next 
meeting. We have also held our joint first meeting of 2025 with the Board President, Superintendent 
and Mayor.  We were joined by Councilman Foley and Board VP Crawford for this meeting where we 
made progress on a long-term PILOT sharing agreement.  Conversations have continued between 
Council Members and Board Members on this topic.  I am very optimistic we will have something 
hammered out in time for this year’s budget presentations.  I thank everyone for their patience on this 
topic, it’s been a long road, but we are almost there! 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 
We had our bi-monthly meeting earlier today, where we had lunch and bingo and celebrated the 
January birthdays.  We also had Funeral Director Ryan Tombs from Dooley’s Funeral Home in 
Westfield speak with the Club about prepaying for your funeral and discussed revokable and 
irrevocable prepaid funds.  They also showed off their building’s renovations including their new 
service of providing an eating area or sort of café that can be utilized during services. Dooley’s also 
graciously provided the lunch for us today, so thank you to Dooley’s for that as well as their helpful 
information. Our dates for February’s meetings are February 6th and February 20th at 12 pm at the 
Knights of Columbus. 
 
SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Small Business Board reorganization meeting is still pending due to scheduling conflicts from 
some of our members.  Mr. Arthur is now assisting me with the scheduling, so I should have a full 
report for our next Council Meeting. On the grand opening front, we have yet another one coming 
up.  On Sunday, February 2nd, from 11 AM to 2 PM we will officially welcome Sola Salons to 
Garwood!  Sola is a home for many independent small beauty businesses with an amazing range of 
services all in one spot.  If you haven’t checked out what’s available there, I’d recommend giving it a 
look, and hopefully we will see the rest of the Council there with us to cut the ribbon! 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Foley – Next meeting March 19th at 6:00 pm – Check 
website for additional information. 
 
PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilman Kearney 
The Planning Board met for reorganization on Wednesday, January 8th.  New and returning Board 
members were sworn in, and the Board elected Steve Greet as Chair along with Kathy Villaggio as Vice-
Chair.  We also welcomed Adele Lewis back as Board Secretary, a role she has performed admirably 
for many years. The Board’s regular January meeting was scheduled for yesterday, but this was 
canceled due to a lack of new business.  The next regular meeting will be on Wednesday, February 28th. 
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OFFICER’S REPORTS:  
Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for December, 2024 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_December_2024.pdf  
 
Property Maintenance/Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for December, 2024 
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-
1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_Office_Report_December_2024.pdf  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept Officer’s 
reports. 
All in favor:  yes, opposed: none 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Mayor and 
Council please step to the microphone, and state your full name and address.  Please limit your 
comments to five minutes.  
 
Russ Graham, 12 Liberty Court – Thanked Councilman Foley and Padusniak.  Welcomed all council 
members and indicated we are all here for a good reason.  He indicated Councilman Foley and 
Padusniak appealed to the voters for their decency.  The Council has a tremendous amount of talent, 
be productive and vote with your conscious. 
 
Laura Thompson, 325 Pine – was ready to argue against Affordable Housing resolution but she liked 
the wording of Resolution 25-41.  We need to look to the State, grants etc. to help with the additional 
costs that Affordable Housing will be placing on the residents. 
 
Bruce Pattersen, 325 Willow Avenue – Happy with the wording of Resolution 25-41 for Affordable 
Housing.  Asked what Directive 14-24 was?  Questioned hiring new police officers and asked if 
Resolution 25-45 will have public hearings. 
 
Michele Capobianco, 404 Myrtle Avenue - Date: 01/23/2025 2:45pm Re: My comments to be read 
into the record at tonight’s Council meeting Please read my questions/comments below into the 
record at tonight’s Council meeting for Public Comment: Regarding Resolution 25-41 Garwood 
Committing to DCA’s Fourth Round Affordable Housing Numbers: Questions: 1. Is the Borough 
accepting the Fair Share assigned by DCA, Present need of 31 units and Prospective need of 80 
units as final and there will be no adjustments to lower these numbers? 2. If yes that the above 
numbers are final, what was the Borough’s process to come to that conclusion? Are there documents 
posted on the Borough website and available to the public to review? 3. If the answer that the above 
DCA assigned numbers are not final, what is the process to assess and change the numbers? Will 
the process, analysis and documents be posted on the Borough website available for the public to 
review? Comment: Reading through this resolution I suggest adding language into the 8th section 
that states: The Borough is accepting the DCA numbers of 31& 80 units, subject to any vacant land 
and/or durational adjustments. I would like to see the below statement added to the above section 
after durational adjustments: Or a windshield survey for a more accurate estimate of present need 
units. Thank You 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilman Lazarow to close public 

comment. All in favor: aye, opposed: none. 

Mayor’s Comments to Public comments:  Thanked Russ Graham for his comments and she indicated 
discussions are always favorable to have with council member whether they are all in agreement or 
not.  She thanked Laura Thompson for her comments and yes, the Board of Education should be in 
conversation with the State regarding affordable housing.  We are not hiring a new police officer we 
are replacing one.  She commented on Unami Park grant that we already had the information.  The 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_December_2024.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_Report_December_2024.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_Office_Report_December_2024.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Code_Enforcement_Office_Report_December_2024.pdf
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discrepancies in the analysis of affordable housing numbers in other town was their vacant land.  We 
do not have vacant land in Garwood. 
 
Councilman Kearney commented on the remark that the town would be in trouble if there was more 
than one fire.  He indicated that surrounding towns would offer aid. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability 
of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent 
Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-40 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO MIDWEST CONSTRUCTION INC. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of 
New Jersey hereby approves the following change order to the original bid submitted by: 
 
Contractor:  Midwest Construction Inc. 
   19 Dead River Drive 
   Warren NJ 07059   
 
Resolution of Award: Resolution No. 23-158 
Bond Ordinance: Bond Ordinance #22-05 
Amount:  $97,470.03 
 
Project:   2023-3 Sidewalk Repair Program at Various Locations 
 
   Awarded Contract:  $ 97,470.03 

Additional work   + 12,900.00 
   Total Change Order #1  $110,370.03 
 
Construct Drainage Improvements on West Street and Center Street ROW as requested by Borough 
Council.  Original Contract amount increased.  Work includes 1 new catch basin and piping on West 
Street and Storm Sewer cleaning and 3 catch basins/frame and grate installation on Center Street. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the above is pending Certification of Funds from the Chief 
Financial Officer. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-41 
 

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
RESOLUTION COMMITTING TO DCA’S FOURTH ROUND AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

PRESENT NEED AND PROSPECTIVE NEED NUMBERS 
 

WHEREAS, on March 20, 2024, Governor Murphy signed into law an Amendment to the Fair 
Housing Act (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301 et seq.) (hereinafter “Amended FHA”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Amended FHA requires the Department of Community Affairs (“DCA”) to 

produce non-binding estimates of fair share obligations on or before October 20, 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, the DCA issued a report on October 18, 2024 (“DCA Report”) wherein it reported 

its estimate of the obligation for all municipalities based upon its interpretation of the standards in the 
Amended FHA; and  
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WHEREAS, the DCA Report calculates the Borough of Garwood’s Round 4 (2025-2035) 

obligations as follows: a Present Need or Rehabilitation Obligation of 31 and a Prospective Need or 
New Construction Obligation of 80; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Amended FHA provides that the DCA Report is non-binding, thereby inviting 

municipalities to demonstrate that the Amended FHA would support lower calculations of Round 4 
affordable housing obligations; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Amended FHA further provides that “[a]ll parties shall be entitled to rely upon 

regulations on municipal credits, adjustments, and compliance mechanisms adopted by COAH 
unless those regulations are contradicted by statute, including P.L. 2024, c.2, or binding court 
decisions” (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-311(m)); and 

 
WHEREAS, COAH regulations authorize vacant land adjustments as well as durational 

adjustments; and 
 
WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, the Borough of Garwood accepts the DCA calculations 

of Garwood’s fair share obligations and commits to its fair share of 31 units present need and 80 units 
prospective need subject to any vacant land and/or durational adjustments it may seek as part of the 
Housing Plan element and Fair Share Plan element it subsequently submits in accordance with the 
Amended FHA; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood reserves the right to comply with any additional 

amendments to the FHA that the Legislature may enact; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood also reserves the right to adjust its position in the event 

of any rulings in the Montvale case (MER-L-1778-24) or any other such action that alters the 
deadlines and/or requirements of the Amended FHA; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the event that a third party challenges the calculations provided for in this 

Resolution, the Borough of Garwood reserves the right to take such position as it deems appropriate 
in response thereto, including that its Round 4 Present or Prospective Need Obligations should be 
lower than described herein; and 
 

WHEREAS, in light of the above, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood finds that 
it is in the best interest of the Borough of Garwood to declare its commitment to the obligations 
reported by the DCA on October 18, 2024 subject to the reservations set forth herein; and     

 
WHEREAS, in addition to the above, the Acting Administrative Director issued Directive #14-

24, dated December 13, 2024, and made the directive available later in the week that followed; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Directive #14-24, a municipality seeking a certification of compliance 

with the FHA shall file an action in the form of a declaratory judgment complaint in the county in which 
the municipality is located within 48 hours after adoption of the municipal resolution of fair share 
obligations, or by February 3, 2025, whichever is sooner”; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood seeks a certification of compliance with the FHA and, 

therefore, directs its Affordable Housing Counsel, Renaud Colicchio LLC, to file a declaratory relief 
action within 48 hours of the adoption of this resolution in Union County. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED on this 23rd day of January 2025 by the Borough 
Council of the Borough of Garwood as follows: 

 
1. All of the above Whereas Clauses are incorporated into the operative clauses of this 

resolution.  
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2.  The Borough of Garwood hereby commits to the DCA Round 4 Present Need 
Obligation of 31 units and the Round 4 Prospective Need Obligation of 80 units described in this 
resolution, subject to all reservations of rights set forth above.  

 
3. The Borough of Garwood hereby directs its Affordable Housing Counsel, Renaud 

Colicchio LLC, to file a declaratory judgment complaint in Union County within 48 hours after adoption 
this resolution, attaching this resolution.  
 

4. The Borough of Garwood authorizes its Affordable Housing Counsel to attach this 
resolution as an exhibit to the declaratory judgment action that is filed and to submit and/or file this 
resolution with the Program or any other such entity as may be determined to be appropriate. 

  
5. This resolution shall take effect immediately, according to law.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-42 

 
RESOLUTION REQUESTING PERMISSION TO APPLY FOR AN ELIZABETHTOWN GAS FIRST 

RESPONDERS GRANT PROGRAM 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood wants to apply for a grant with the Elizabethtown Gas 
First Responders Grant Program in the amount of $2,500; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the purpose of the grant is to provide critical support for operations conducted 
by first responder departments in the Elizabethtown Gas service area.  This program is a way for us 
to help our hardworking, courageous first responders and express our gratitude for the work they do 
each day to ensure our community remains safe and well protected; and 
 
 WHEREAS, we intend to apply for $2,500 for fire department flashlights for firefighters. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body, Borough of Garwood, 
County of Union to grant permission to apply for the above referenced grant. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-43 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SIGNING OF COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATIONS AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AND PBA LOCAL 117 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood and PBA Local 117 are parties to a collective 
negotiations agreement which expired on December 31, 2022; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood and PBA Local 117 have agreed to terms for a 
successor Collective Negotiations Agreement via a Memorandum of Agreement dated August 21, 
2023; and   
 
 WHEREAS, a successor Collective Negotiations Agreement was drafted for the period of 
January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2026 between the Borough of Garwood and PBA Local 117;  
 
 WHEREAS, the PBA executed the successor Collective Negotiations Agreement and 
provided it to the Borough for execution; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood have reviewed the partially 
executed successor Collective Negotiations Agreement for the period of January 1, 2023 through 
December 31, 2026 and seek to execute same which is attached hereto as exhibit A; and  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, 
County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
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 1). The Borough ratifies the collective negotiations agreement for the period of January 1, 
2023 through December 31, 2026 attached hereto as exhibit A. 
 2). The Mayor is authorized to hereby execute the collective negotiations agreement on 
behalf of the Borough of Garwood. 
 3). That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-44 
 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FROM LOCAL GOVERNING BODY 
AUTHORIZING THE SUSTAINABLE JERSEY GRANT APPLICATION 

 
WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of life for its residents by ensuring that its 
environmental, economic and social objectives are balanced and mutually supportive; and 
 
WHEREAS, Borough of Garwood strives to save tax dollars, assure clean land, air and water, improve 
working and living environments; and 
 
WHEREAS, Borough of Garwood is participating in the 2025 Sustainable Jersey grants Program funded by 
PSEG and is requesting the amount of $12,000; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is asking for $10,000 for bike lanes and pedestrian improvements on 
Center Street and $2,000 for plantings adjacent to Center Street and North Avenue; and 
 
WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Sustainable Jersey Program is to provide resources to municipalities to 
make progress on sustainability issues, and they have created a grant program called the Sustainable Jersey 
Small Grants Program;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Garwood’s Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood has 
determined that Garwood should apply for the aforementioned Grant. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Garwood’s Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood, County of 
Union, State of New Jersey, authorizes the submission of the aforementioned Sustainable Jersey Grant. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-45 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NJDOT PROPOSED PARKING CHANGES 
 
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation proposes to establish a Time Limited 
Parking Zone along Route NJ 27 (North Avenue); 
 
WHEREAS, the propose the following: 
 
 Time Limited Parking – Route NJ 28 (North Avenue) 
 
 Time Limited Parking along the westbound (northerly) side: 
 
 Six (6) hour Time Limited Parking from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM (Monday to Saturday) 
 

1) Beginning at a point 457 feet west of the westerly curb line of Cedar Street and 
extending to a point 630 feet westerly therefrom. 
 

2) Beginning at a point 652 feet west from the westerly curb line of Cedar Street and 
extending to a point 235 west from the westerly curb line of Walnut Street. 

 
 Fifteen (15) minute Time Limited Parking from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM (Monday to Saturday) 
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1) Beginning at a point 435 feet west from the westerly curb line of Cedar Street and 
extending 22 feet westerly therefrom. 

 
2) Beginning at a point 630 feet west from westerly curb line of Cedar Street and 

extending 22 feet westerly therefrom. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood concurs that any approved regulations in conflict with or 
inconsistent with the provisions of this Resolution be rescinded upon approval of the Traffic 
Regulation order. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Garwood supports the proposed 
Traffic Regulation Order for a Time Limited Parking Zone as described in this resolution. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 25-46 
 

AUTHORIZING 2024 BUDGET TRANSFER #5 
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby directs 
the transfers of 2024 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby authorized to 
make necessary transfers prior to year-end and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Governing Body. 
 
FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount 

 Group Insurance Employer Active 
4-01-23-220-200-
1000 9,450.00 

         
    9,450.00 
     
TO:     

 Utilities Water Gas & Electric 
4-01-31-431-200-
0163 2,000.00 

 Street Lighting Street Lighting Fees 
4-01-31-435-200-
1115 1,200.00 

 Street Lighting Traffic Lights 
4-01-31-435-200-
1117 1,000.00 

 Statutory Expenses Social Security 
4-01-36-472-200-
2050 5,000.00 

 Public Defender Professional Salary 
4-01-43-495-200-
0949 250.00 

         
   Total 9,450.00 

 
RESOLUTION NO 25-47 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF A NEW POLICE OFFICER 

 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New 
Jersey, hereby appoints Yaya Coulibaly as a Step 3 Patrolman in the Garwood Police Department, effective 
February 3, 2025 at an annual salary of $64,622, in accordance with P.B.A. Contract 2023-2026. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 25-48 
 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING FIREFIGHTER 
 
WHEREAS, Matthew Gesior has passed all physical and background requirements to become a firefighter 
for the Liberty Hose Co. #1, Garwood Fire Department, and; 
 
WHEREAS, no work which requires certification shall be undertaken until the certificate from the fire 
academy and/or certification from the Division of Fire Safety is obtained, as per the email from the New 
Jersey Division of Fire Safety on December 4, 2024; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 
of New Jersey, hereby appoints Matthew Gesior as Fire Fighter for the Garwood Fire Department effective 
January 23, 2025. 
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Foley, second by Councilman Padusniak to adopt Consent Agenda. 
Discussion: None 
 
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde  AYE 
 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
No resolutions were deleted from Consent Agenda. 
 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid 
when  
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Kearney, second by Council President Nolde to adopt Payment 
of Claims Resolution.  
 
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde  AYE 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Municipal Clerk to read the following: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-49 

 
CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING LITIGATION AND MATTERS OF ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE 
RELATING TO THE ABOVE AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A. 10-4-12, CLOSED SESSION, 
MEETINGS OPEN TO PUBLIC; EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC; SUBJECT OF MATTER. 
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 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood to conduct 
an executive session closed to the public in order to discuss the above listed matter. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby 
move to go into executive session in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings 
Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et. seq., for the purpose of discussing the subject stated above. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in and minutes of the closed session 
shall be disclosed to the public when the reason for confidentiality no longer exists. Action may be 
taken. 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Padusniak to adopt Resolution 
#25-49. 
 
Roll Call:  
Councilwoman Boto  AYE  Councilman Lazarow  AYE 
Councilman Foley  AYE  Councilman Padusniak  AYE 
Councilman Kearney  AYE  Council President Nolde  AYE 
 
RE-OPEN MEETING: 
 
A motion was made by Councilman Lazarow, second by Councilman Kearney to resume the regular 
session. 
All in favor: aye, opposed: none. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, February 13, 2025 at 
7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers.  Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 
https://garwood.org/gb_notices  
 
A motion was made by Council President Nolde second by Councilman Lazarow to adjourn.   
All in favor: aye, opposed: none. 
 
Time: 9:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nennette Perry, RMC 
Municipal Clerk  

https://garwood.org/gb_notices
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