
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

January 22, 2026 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Moment of Silence 

Salute to the Flag 

 

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Leader and advertised on  

November 13, 2025. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 

Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 

Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 

Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). P.L. 2025, c.72 states that legal ads placed by the 

municipality will not need to be published in newspapers beginning on March 1, 2026 and will be 

posted on our Borough website under the section titled Garwood Legal Notices. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Mayor Blumenstock  Present 

Councilwoman Annarelli Present  Councilman Padusniak Present 

Councilwoman Bianco  Present  Council President Boto Present 

Councilwoman Nolde  Present 

 

Staff and professionals also present:  

John Arthur, Borough Administrator 

Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 

Michael Disko, Borough Engineer 

Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 

Patricia Vazquez, Acting Borough Clerk 

 

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS:   

Mayor Blumenstock requests a motion, followed by a second, to suspend the regular order of 

business for the purpose of: 

 

1. Discussion and appointment of the vacant Council seat. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, second by Councilman Padusniak to suspend 

the regular order of business.  

 

All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 

 

In accordance with Municipal Vacancy Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:16-1 et, seq.), the Democratic 

Municipal Committee has submitted the following three names for consideration to fill the 

unexpired Council term from January 22, 2026 through Certification of the Election Results of the 

November 3, 2026 General Election: 

 

1. Deborah J. Ledger 

2. Thomas M. Englese 

3. Hursh V. Sureka 

  

https://garwood.org/index.asp?SEC=2885EB56-8E66-42C9-9F82-CA7D6EDF59C5
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Mayor Blumenstock requests the Borough Council to nominate and elect a Council Member. 

Council President Boto nominated Hursh V. Sureka. 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Annarelli to elect a 

Council Member.  

 

Discussion: The Mayor and Council extended their congratulations and a warm welcome to Hursh 

V. Sureka, noting that each of the three candidates would make outstanding public servants. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE 

 

Mayor Blumenstock administered the Oath of Office to the newly appointed Council Member and 

they took their seat on the dais.  

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilman Padusniak to resume 

regular session. 

 

All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 

 

The Mayor swore in the First Aid Squad officers and thanked them for their service. 

 

Swearing in of First Aid Squad officers 

President- Glen Costello 

Vice President- Luciane Raibin 

Secretary- Kymm Balinth 

Assistant Secretary- Stephanie Willix 

Treasurer- Wilson NG 

Assistant Treasurer- Jeff Regan 

 

Chief- Joshua Regan 

Deputy Chief- Kymm Balinth 

Lieutenant- Gene Kobliska 

Lieutenant- Stephen Smith 

Lieutenant- Briana Sanchez 

 

Reports: 

Report of Borough Engineer 

NJDOT MA25 GRANT FIELD WORK HAS BEEN COMPLETED ON ALL STREET 

SECTIONS - MAPLE STREET, WEST STREET AND GALLOWS HILL ROAD. 

GALLOWS HILL REQUIRES TREE REMOVAL. SHADE TREE HAS BEEN NOTIFIED. 

DESIGN IN PROGRESS. WORK AREAS INCLUDE: GALLOWS HILL ROAD – 

INSTALL CURBS, MILL AND OVERLAY – JOIN WITH CRANFORD MAPLE STREET 

(SOUTH AVE TO DEAD END) - MILL AND OVERLAY WITH CURBS. ADDING 

SIDEWALKS ON EAST SIDE OF MAPLE STREET FROM SOUTH AVENUE TO 
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MYRTLE AVENUE. WEST STREET (BEECH AVE TO PINE AVE) - MILL AND 

OVERLAY. MAKE TAKE AN ALTERNATE FOR CURBS. APPROXIMATE 

CONSTRUCTION COST - $438,610.00 GRANT REQUEST - $420,000.00. GRANT 

AWARD - $249,912.00. BOROUGH TO CONFIRM THAT FUNDING HAS BEEN 

PROCURED. NJDOT MA 2026 GRANT AWARD WAS ANNOUNCED ON  

NOVEMBER 17, 2025. THE BOROUGH WAS AWARDED $322,825.00. FOR 

RESURFACING OF SECTIONS OF SECOND AVENUE (ANCHOR TO OAK), WILLOW 

AVENUE (OAK TO NEW) AND SOUTH AVENUE SIDEWALKS. NEW CURBS TO BE 

CONSTRUCTED ON WILLOW AVENUE. CONSTRUCTION COST - $413, 100.00 

GRANT REQUEST - $400,000.00 GRANT AWARD - $322,825.00. NJDEP MANDATED 

STORMWATER INFRASTRUCTURE MAPPING AND WATERSHED INVENTORY 

REPORT WERE PREPARED AND SUBMITTED TO NJDEP. STORM SEWER 

INFRASTRUCTURE WAS FIELD-CHECKED. WORK INCLUDED IDENTIFICATION 

OF ALL STORM DRAINS, MANHOLES, CONVEYANCE STRUCTURES, PUMP 

STATIONS AND PROPERTY BOUNDARIES OF MAINTENANCE YARDS. A GRANT 

OF $25,000 HAS BEEN OBTAINED FROM NJDEP FOR THIS WORK. THE BOROUGH 

HAS ALREADY REC’D $15,000. WORK WAS SUBMITTED ON 12/31/2025. QUOTE 

2025-3 – POINT REPAIRS ON VARIOUS STREETS. VORTEX SERVICES WAS LOW 

BID CONTRACTOR. WORK TO COMMENCE IN THE NEAR FUTURE, WEATHER 

PERMITTING. WORK INCLUDES 1 POINT REPAIR ON CEDAR STREET AND 2 

POINT REPAIRS ON OAK STREET. FUTURE WORK ITEMS: TELEVISION 

INSPECTION OF SANITARY SEWERS ON SOUTH SIDE OF BOROUGH MANDATED 

BY NJDEP AND REQUIRED OF CERTIFIED OPERATOR. SIDEWALK 

CONSTRUCTION WHERE NONE IS PRESENT. 

 

Report of Borough Attorney – no report 

 

Report of Borough Administrator 

There were four ordinances related to affordable housing that will now be moved from tonight’s 

meeting to the February 12 meeting. The process is still moving along, we are just waiting for 

some things from Paperboard which have been delayed. Resolution No. 26-44 makes vacation 

hours match the new dispatcher schedule that was approved, ensuring they receive the same 

amount of vacation days they were previously. Since their vacation time is calculated in hours, not 

in days, but their daily work hours are increasing, it needed to be adjusted. The CFO, mayor, and 

I have met with all department heads and program managers except for one for the 2026 budget. 

The last meeting will happen next week. The finance committee is planning to meet throughout 

February as we work to put together the 2026 budget. A reminder that dog and cat licenses can be 

filled out and paid for completely online. Head to Garwood.org to find the link. 

 

Report of Mayor Blumenstock 

There’s been a lot happening in Garwood. Last week, the parish of St. Anne’s Church invited the 

Mayor and Council to the first of their year-long events celebrating their 100th anniversary.  I want 

to thank them for having us as their guests at their mass and celebratory luncheon.  I was honored 

to help cut the ribbon on their wall of history timeline that they have created downstairs, and I got 

to see and hear some tidbits of Garwood’s history that I had never heard before, so it was a real 

pleasure.  Looking forward to more celebration events throughout the year. I also want to thank 

the Rec Director and recreation Committee as well as all those who attended for a job well done 
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at the Annual MLK Day of Service this past Monday.  We had three different Girl Scout Groups 

attend, Councilwomen Annarelli, Nolde and Boto were also there, Planning Board Vice Chair 

Kathy Villaggio, as well as Officer Matlosz and Sgt. Suggs, all of whom are very much 

appreciated.  There were also a lot of new faces there making sandwiches for the Elizabeth 

Coalition or coloring cards for homebound seniors. We also compiled hygiene kits for the 

Elizabeth Coalition and as you can see up here hanging in Chambers, both adults and kids got in 

our craft honoring Dr. King’s legacy, where they created mini-people to represent the diverse 

makeup of our community.  It is really always heartwarming to see our community come together 

in service of others and for even the littlest children to learn how special this day is.  So thank you 

everyone onec again for making it a day on and not a day off. We have a ribbon cutting with the 

Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce coming up this Saturday at 11 for the new business 

Soccer Post, which is located on North Avenue under the Lofts apartments.  I know my daughter 

will now be there often for her soccer gear. We have some other new businesses in town so stay 

tuned for more grand openings. The Green Team had a general meeting on Wednesday where we 

discussed some upcoming events.  You can stay tuned for updates on those especially as we move 

from winter to spring.  There will be more Unami Trail Days, a brook cleanup,  and    .  I want to 

thank the Green Team and Councilwoman Boto for the Adopt-a-Pot Christmas Tree decorations 

you saw around downtown with local business sponsorships. It’s a time-consuming project for 

them, but I think it really adds to our downtown holiday decorations with the added benefit of 

partnership with local businesses, so thank you. Just an update on where we stand with the 

Circulation Element portion of the Mater Plan that the committee has been working on with Harbor 

Consultants. Our next virtual meeting is Tuesday, February 3rd, at 7pm, where we will review the 

draft plan and discuss any additional comments or edits to finalize the draft. After the draft plan is 

finalized, it will be added to the Borough’s website for public review before the Planning Board 

meeting on February 25th, which will be the public hearing. Any comments from Planning Board 

and public will be incorporated before the plan is intended to be approved by the Planning Board 

at the March Planning Board meeting. As you can see in new business, the mural committee has 

been formed, and we are actually having our first meeting next week.  We will be looking through 

the various submissions, begin narrowing down the search and then continue forward with 

conversations with the artists to determine the best concept for our underpass mural.  Thank you 

to the resident volunteers who will be helping see this through. A couple of items I’d like to pass 

on to Committees to explore and bring back to Council.  I’d like to have a look through the Council 

by-laws just to see if there’s any areas that need adjusting or updating.  So if I could ask 

Community Development to coordinate with Mr. Arthur to start the process of looking through 

that, and then if any updates are needed, bringing back those recommendations to the full Council. 

I’d also like to ask Police to discuss something that has come up at our Citizens Advisory Panel 

last year and I’ve also had various resident interactions concerning it. I’d like to have Police look 

at the paid parking spot in front of The Station and the medical office on Center Street.  This came 

up maybe two years ago as we were beginning to initiate the paid parking program downtown, and 

it went to a straw poll and no action was taken.  My view on it hasn’t changed, I would make the 

choice to make it no parking as I find residents always telling me of close calls as they make the 

right hand turn from South into Center. But at that time, the Council was split on whether to remove 

it with I believe one more vote edging out having it remain. So, with it still continually coming up 

to me and in the Citizens Panel, I figure with new Council members it could be a time to take 

another look.  So if the Committee could discuss and bring back a recommendation to the full 

Council and then we’ll take the full Council’s pulse on it. One more thing I’d like the Committee 

to take a look at is the penalty fee for not removing your car from the street when it snows more 
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than three inches.  I’ve gotten a lot of feedback that more and more people are not abiding by this 

law.  The Chief and I have spoken about this and he is getting the sense that the fee is low enough 

that some people would rather take the ticket than have to move the car to one of our designated 

lots. So, we’re asking the committee to discuss raising it and if so, to what number, and to once 

again bring their recommendation back to the Council. And just a note, as we have a big snowstorm 

on Sunday… I encourage everyone to move their cars off the streets Saturday evening as it looks 

like it is going to overnight into early Sunday morning and continue throughout the day into 

Monday. Nixle alerts and online notices will go out with the designated lots you can move your 

car to if you do not have a driveway. You can call PD to provide your information if you should 

choose to park in one of those lots.  We have some on both sides of town.  Please let your neighbors 

know and make a plan now before the snow starts. 

 

Comments from the Council: 

Councilwoman Annarelli 

Congratulated and welcomed Councilman Sureka on his appointment. Shade Tree Report for 2025. 

The Garwood Shade Tree Advisory Board had a busy 2025 - responding to over 50 residents’ tree 

concerns; holding an Arbor Day ceremony; overseeing the planting of new trees along portions of 3 

newly reconstructed Garwood roads; and planting, transplanting, removing, and pruning trees; and 

removing stumps when necessary. The Board would like to thank Borough Administrator John Arthur 

for his assistance through many issues during 2025, Borough Engineer Mike Disko for his technical 

assistance, and the Garwood DPW for carrying out so much of the actual required tree work. The 

Board is excited about the progress made in 2025 and looks forward to continued growth in 2026. In 

2025, Garwood made a return to its National Arbor Day Tree City status -from which it has been 

absent for over 10 years- thanks to the Borough Council creating the Shade Tree Board, adopting a 

Shade Tree ordinance, and spending at least $2 per capita on tree work, and thanks to the Shade Tree 

Board holding an Arbor Day ceremony and planting a tree at Lincoln School. Tree City Street signs 

and flags recognizing this achievement will be installed in spring 2026. By working closely with the 

Borough Engineer on road reconstruction projects, 11 trees were planted on New Street, 10 on East 

Street, and 18 on Walnut Street.  These annual road improvement plantings result in substantial shade 

tree canopy improvements. The Borough received funds to plant 23 trees through the Union County 

(UC) ‘Greening Union County’ matching grant. Planting sites were chosen through resident requests, 

and at locations where Board members determined additional tree canopy was in great need. The 

Board rectified past planting errors where trees were planted within marked intersection yellow areas 

and where trees that attain a mature height (greater than 50 ft) were planted under overhead wires. In 

the first of, what hopefully will be an annual undertaking, Board members inspected trees within their 

areas of concern and removed all ‘sucker growth’ of less than 5 ft in height.  Residents have been 

urged to remove any grass within two feet of trees and replace with mulch to keep equipment away 

from tree trunks. The Board looks to improve its process for responding to resident requests in 2026. 

In addition, the Board hopes to work with the Borough to develop a comprehensive Brook Vegetation 

plan, to retain the reestablished  Tree City designation, and to advance plantings of trees on North 

Avenue. 

 

Councilwoman Bianco 

Congratulated and welcomed Councilman Sureka on his appointment. 
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Councilwoman Nolde 

The Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture will be holding its 2nd Annual “Garwood Warms 

Your Heart” Yarn Bombing on Saturday. Jan. 31, weather permitting, so be on the lookout for 

some colorful yarn creations decorating our Borough. 

 

Councilman Padusniak 

Having been absent at the reorganizational meeting at the beginning of this month, I’d like to 

officially welcome Councilwoman Annarelli to the dais and to extend my gratitude to Councilman 

Kearney for his service up here. And, of course, welcome to Councilman Sureka! As many of you 

know, I have been chairing the Rev250 committee here in Garwood, and I’d just like to share some 

upcoming events you can take part in to help celebrate America’s 250th! Garwood Rev250 is 

offering a bus trip to Philadelphia on Sunday February 15th. Tickets are $40 per person, and the 

bus leaves from the library at 8:15AM. It will return around 5:15PM. Please see our Facebook 

page or contact cindyringler8@gmail.com for details. On January 28th and March 18th, both at 

7PM, Joel Farkas will be speaking about “Icons of the Revolution” and “Women of the 

Revolution” respectively. These events will take place at the Garwood Public Library and are free 

of charge. On February 12th at 6:30PM, also at the library, we will be hosting a Valentine’s Day 

paint night for children, 1st through 5th grade. Space is limited so please register through the library 

website. Lastly, we are offering commemorative 2025 pennies, $5 per, as a small fundraiser and a 

memento of the coin’s final year being minted. Please contact me at cpadusniak@garwood.org for 

additional information. 

 

Council President Boto 

Thank you, Mayor. Congratulations and welcome Councilman Sureka. You have been committed 

to Garwood for a few years now and I am glad you’re taking on this responsibility. I am looking 

forward to your ideas and to working together.  

 

Councilman Sureka 

It is a great honor to have the opportunity to serve the people of Garwood, and I’m grateful for the 

chance to give back to this community. I’ve enjoyed living in Garwood for the past three years 

and have loved watching the town grow and evolve. I hope to continue the great work of this 

council to the best of my ability and to learn as much as I can during this term. I’d like to thank 

the Democratic Committee for their confidence in me, as well as my family and friends for their 

encouragement and support. I look forward to working with my fellow council members to keep 

Garwood the wonderful community that it is. 

 

MINUTES: 

 

Minutes of the Mayor and Council Meeting held on December 18, 2025 and the Reorganization 

Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on January 6, 2026. 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept the 

Reorganization Meeting and Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   

 

All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 

 

mailto:cindyringler8@gmail.com
mailto:cpadusniak@garwood.org
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COMMUNICATIONS:  RECEIVED AND FILED 

 

1. Union County Ordinance 863-2025 – fixing the salaries of members of the board of county 

commissioners, the county manager, county counsel and department heads for 2026 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-

_Union_County_Ordinance_863-2025_-_Fixing_salaries.pdf  

 

2. RVSA minutes approved at the December regular meeting 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-

_RVSA_Approved_minutes_from_December_meeting.pdf  

 

3. Cranford New Building Department Permit fees 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_Ord._No_2025-

27.pdf  

 

4. Union County Open Public Meetings Act Notice of the Pollution Control Financing 

Authority of Union County 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-

_OPEN_PUBLIC_MEETINGS_ACT_NOTICE_OF_THE_POLLUTION_CONTROL_F

INANCING_AUTHORITY_OF_UNION_COUNTY.pdf  

 

5. 2025 Planning Board Year End Report 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-

_Planning_Board_2025_year_end_report_adopted_1_14_2026.pdf  

 

6. Planning Board Resolutions appointing Professional Planning/Engineering Services and 

Planning Board Legal Council 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-

_Planning_Board_Appointment_Resolutions.pdf  

 

ORDINANCES:   

 

ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING: NONE 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Union_County_Ordinance_863-2025_-_Fixing_salaries.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Union_County_Ordinance_863-2025_-_Fixing_salaries.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Union_County_Ordinance_863-2025_-_Fixing_salaries.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_RVSA_Approved_minutes_from_December_meeting.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_RVSA_Approved_minutes_from_December_meeting.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_RVSA_Approved_minutes_from_December_meeting.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_Ord._No_2025-27.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_Ord._No_2025-27.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Cranford_Ord._No_2025-27.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_OPEN_PUBLIC_MEETINGS_ACT_NOTICE_OF_THE_POLLUTION_CONTROL_FINANCING_AUTHORITY_OF_UNION_COUNTY.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_OPEN_PUBLIC_MEETINGS_ACT_NOTICE_OF_THE_POLLUTION_CONTROL_FINANCING_AUTHORITY_OF_UNION_COUNTY.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_OPEN_PUBLIC_MEETINGS_ACT_NOTICE_OF_THE_POLLUTION_CONTROL_FINANCING_AUTHORITY_OF_UNION_COUNTY.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_OPEN_PUBLIC_MEETINGS_ACT_NOTICE_OF_THE_POLLUTION_CONTROL_FINANCING_AUTHORITY_OF_UNION_COUNTY.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Planning_Board_2025_year_end_report_adopted_1_14_2026.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Planning_Board_2025_year_end_report_adopted_1_14_2026.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Planning_Board_2025_year_end_report_adopted_1_14_2026.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Planning_Board_Appointment_Resolutions.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Planning_Board_Appointment_Resolutions.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/COMMUNICATIONS_-_Planning_Board_Appointment_Resolutions.pdf
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INTRODUCTION:  

 

Municipal Clerk read Ordinance No. 26-01 by title only: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-01 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A RESTRICTED PARKING ZONE PURSUANT 

TO N.J.S.A. 39:4-197.6 APPROXIMATELY 35 FEET NORTH OF THE CORNER OF 

NORTH AVENUE ADJACENT TO 260 NORTH AVENUE IN THE BOROUGH OF 

GARWOOD 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 39:4-197.6 permits a municipality to establish a restricted parking zone in 

front of a residence occupied by a handicapped person; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood has received a request from 

Michael Barakat of 260 North Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, 07027, that a restricted parking 

zone be established in front of his residence; and 

 

WHEREAS, the resident qualifies for the establishment of such restricted parking zone by virtue 

of having been issued a windshield placard or wheelchair symbol license plate by the New Jersey 

Division of Motor Vehicles; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council find that parking is not otherwise prohibited and that the 

permitting of the establishment of a restricted parking zone would not interfere with the normal 

flow of traffic;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Garwood: 

 

 SECTION 1. A restricted parking zone pursuant to N.J.S.A. 39:4-197.6 is hereby 

established approximately 35 feet forth of the corner of North Avenue adjacent to premises located 

at 260 North Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey, 07027, the residence of Michael Barakat.  

 

 SECTION 2. The posting of an appropriate sign by or at the direction of the Chief of 

Police is hereby authorized and directed. 

 

 SECTION 3. This ordinance shall be effective for so long as Michael Barakat shall 

continue to reside in the premises and shall continue to be eligible for the restricted parking zone 

established herein under N.J.S.A. 39:4-197.6. 

 

 SECTION 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby 

repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that if any section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provision 

of this Ordinance shall be adjudged by the courts to be invalid, such adjudication shall apply only 
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to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause, or provisions so adjudicated, and the remainder of 

the Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any ordinances or parts thereof in conflict with the 

provisions of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall take effect after final passage and 

publication in accordance with applicable law. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Nolde to introduce 

Ordinance No. 26-01. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  ABSTAINED 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 

 

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Council President Boto, Chair 

Thank you, Mayor. The Finance Committee met on Tuesday, January 20th to discuss our budget 

meeting schedule. Our next meeting will be on Thursday, February 5th. That is all for me. 

 

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 

The GFD answered 14 calls for service in December. 2 - Good Intent calls, 1 - Power line down, 

1 - Gas leak, 1 - Vehicle into building, 2 - Fire alarms, 1 - CO alarm, 1 – Chemical Spill, 1 – 

Smoke Investigation, 1 – Cooking Fire, 3 – Mutual Aids, Total calls for service for 2025 are 231. 

These do not including training – house duties – community events. January is starting out as a 

busy month for the fire department – thru January 20th of 2026 the FD has answered 20 calls for 

service. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilwoman Bianco, Chair 

The Community Development Committee met on Saturday, January 10, 2026. The Committee 

discussed the potential acquisition of the property located at 421 Second Avenue. Discussion 

focused on the preliminary steps necessary to evaluate the feasibility of the purchase, including 

obtaining estimates for the cost of acquisition, demolition of the existing structure, and 

reconstruction of a new facility. The Committee also reviewed potential redevelopment concepts 

and prospective uses for the property, with the intent of gathering sufficient information to support 

future recommendations to the Mayor and Council 

 

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilman Sureka, Chair – no report 

 

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilwoman Nolde, Chair  

The Police Committee met on January 15 to discuss a review of 2025, personnel and capital 

requests for 2026, e-bike regulations, and free holiday parking. Chief Pridy provided a detailed 

report on the 2025 accomplishments of the police department, and the committee is satisfied that 

the police department is working cooperatively and proactively in both crime prevention and 
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enforcement. We discussed Chief Pridy’s goals and plans for 2026, both for personnel and capital 

needs. Strategies for recruiting and retaining officers for the department were discussed. The 

committee fully supports Chief Pridy on his recommendations and recommends that his requests 

be presented to the finance committee in their entirety for their approval in the 2026 budget. The 

committee also agreed that E-bikes should be prohibited from all Garwood borough parks and 

recommended that an ordinance be drafted and ready for review within the next few months. The 

committee agrees that the Borough should offer free holiday parking from Dec. 15 to Jan. 1; 

however, we did not reach a consensus on implementation. Councilman Padusniak and I are in 

favor of limiting the free parking to the same amount of time as the paid parking allows, so 6 hours 

or 10 hours, depending on the location. A cursory look at the free holiday parking in other towns 

indicates that all of them follow this model. Cranford limits the free holiday street parking to 3 

hours and the garage parking to 4 hours. Milburn also has time limits on the free parking, as do 

Westfield and Summit. The objective of the parking regulations in the first place is to create 

turnover in the spots near the businesses, and the councilman and I agree that, regardless of whether 

the parking is paid or free, the time limits set by ordinance should be the same. Council President 

Boto is in favor of unrestricted parking during the same time period. The Garwood Police 

Department has recorded 2726 calls during the month of December 2025. These calls include: 

405 motor vehicle stops, 170 parking complaints, 121 fixed traffic posts (Radar, Stop Sign, 

Distracted Driving), 564 building/property check, 39 medical assists, 66 community policing 

posts, 5 walking posts, 21 suspicious person/vehicles investigated, 43 criminal investigations, 

16 motor vehicle crashes. Training and Equipment Updates. In December Detective Miller 

became a certified AED/ CPR instructor, this will allow us to train officers in house for initial 

certifications and re-certifications. Sgt. Czachorowski, Detective Miller, Officer Herz and 

Officer Matos have completed their Project Alert training, this will replace the outdated 

D.A.R.E. program for the 2026-2027 school year. Officers also attended and completed 

Pedestrian Safety Enforcement training. The PSE workshop allows us to conduct PSE 

operations safely and effectively. New Equipment. The Department has now received and 

installed the new Breathalyzer instrument, which was mandated by the state, this replaced the 

old instrument which was in service for over 10 years. We already have officers certified to 

operate this new equipment and expect the entire department to be certified by the end of 

2026. 

 

There was no definitive consensus regarding holiday parking. The Mayor opened a discussion 

on whether the Borough should continue offering free holiday parking while also exploring 

the potential implementation of time limits. The Administrator noted that no parking issues 

were reported in 2025 and recommended maintaining free, unrestricted parking for 2026. The 

Mayor and Council also raised concerns about how any future time limits would be enforced. 

The Borough Administrator will contact neighboring municipalities to understand how they 

manage comparable situations. 

 

The Council additionally discussed e-bikes and the next steps toward adopting an ordinance 

prohibiting their use in Garwood parks. Updated e-bike regulations are available on the Police 

Department’s website. 

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair 

Rec Committee Report - Garwood’s MLK Day of Service was held this past Monday at the 

Garwood Firehouse. Volunteers made sandwiches and put together hygiene kits that were donated 
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to The Elizabeth Coalition to help those in need. Volunteers also created drawings for seniors and 

troops and participated in a crafts activity to honor MLK Jr.’s legacy. Thank you to the Recreation 

Committee and to all of the volunteers for joining the Recreation Committee in service! Additional 

thanks to the 5 Loaves Pantry at St. Anne’s Church for donating bread and to everyone that dropped 

off hygiene items and donated cold cuts for the sandwiches! Looking ahead, the Garwood Easter 

Egg Hunt will take place on Saturday, March 28th from 11 am to 12 pm at the Garwood Rec 

Complex. The rain date will be on Saturday, April 4th. Turning to rec programming, rec Basketball 

is underway with games starting last week. There are also several upcoming youth rec 

programs: Youth Bowling will take place every Friday in March from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm at 

Garwood Lanes. Price is $35 and is open to grades K-5th. Youth Cheer/Dance and Youth Soccer 

Clinics will start up again on April 25th. Both of which will take place on Saturday mornings at 

the sports complex. Youth STEM Python/R Coding classes will be available on Friday evenings 

from April 17th through May 22nd for 4th through 8th graders. Last but not least, don’t forget to 

sign up for Garwood’s adult rec activities including adult ceramics and adult open play soccer. 

Adult Ceramics will take place on Wednesday on February 11, March 11, April 15, and May 13. 

Registration is now open at www.garwoodrec.com. Adult open play soccer is still taking place on 

Friday evenings. Register at: www.garwoodrec.com 

 

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde 

The library will be closed on February 17 for Presidents' Day. Here are some upcoming events 

going on at the library: January 26 and February 2, 9, 23 - at 10:30 am – Knitting Club - Learn 

how to knit or show others how it’s done while enjoying fun conversation. Open to all levels. No 

Registration required. Yarn and needles are provided to newcomers. January 26 at 1 pm – 

Monday Book Club - Join us for a lively discussion of this month’s book, The Queen of Crime 

by Marie Benedicts. January 28 @ 7pm -Lecture -Icons of the Revolution- The Whole Story 

with Joel Farkas February 2, 9, 23 - at 10:30 am – Knitting Club - Learn how to knit or show 

others how it’s done while enjoying fun conversation. Open to all levels. No Registration required. 

Yarn and needles provided to newcomers. February 3, 10, 17, and 24 at 10 am and 11 am -

Storytime - Join Miss Maryanne for stories and more. Registration is required. Limit February 

3, 10, 17, and 24 at 3:30 PM - Code Forward – offers school students the opportunity to learn 

computer programming languages such as Java, Python, and more. February 5 at 3 pm Decorate 

Doughnuts Join us at the Garwood Library for a sweet Valentine’s treat! Participants will decorate 

Valentine-inspired doughnuts from Duck Donuts using a provided decorating kit. Each attendee 

will receive several doughnuts to decorate and enjoy. Registration is required, and space is limited. 

For children in 8th grade or younger. February 10 @ 3 pm Virtual Kids Craft -Pick up supplies 

and instructions for a craft. Registration is required for craft kits and is limited to 15 participants. 

Sign up on the library’s website calendar or by phone. February 12 - Children’s Paint Night at 

6:00 pm. The library, in conjunction with Garwood REV250, invites children in 1st through 5th 

grade to express their creativity during this fun paint night! Canvases, paint, and brushes will be 

provided. Registration is required, and space is limited. More activities are coming later in 

February; check the library website for the full lineup of activities. 

 

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Council President Boto 

Thank you, Mayor.  No Report, but the next meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 26. They 

normally meet on the third Tuesday of the month, so please take note of this Monday meeting. 

Thank you.  

 

http://www.garwoodrec.com/
http://www.garwoodrec.com/
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GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 

We had our meeting today with lunch and bingo and I updated the club on things going on in 

Garwood.  Our next meeting is February 5th at 12pm at the Knights of Columbus. 

 

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco – no report 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Sureka – no report 

 

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco 

The Planning Board meeting held on January 14, 2026, opened with the swearing-in of four new 

members: Thomas James Bianco (Alternate No. 3), Craig McCarrick (Class IV), Brian DiMaria 

(Alternate No. 3), and Keith Mason (Alternate No. 2). A resolution was adopted approving the 

2025 Zoning Board Annual Year-End Report. Additional resolutions were passed appointing 

Donald Frazier Jr. as Planning Board Attorney, Victor Vinegra as Zoning Officer, Steve Greet as 

Chair, and Kathy Villagio as Vice Chair. The Planning Board was advised that the Council intends 

to introduce the ordinances listed on the Council agenda this evening, which will be reviewed by 

the Planning Board at its next meeting. The next Planning Board meeting is scheduled for January 

28, 2026. 

 

OFFICER’S REPORTS:   

 

Zoning Enforcement Officer’s Report for December, 2025 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/REPORTS_-_Zoning_Enforcement_Report_-

_December_2025.pdf  

 

Code Enforcement Officer’s Report for December, 2025 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-

1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/REPORTS_-

_Property_Maintenance_December_2025_Monthly_Report.pdf  

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Annarelli, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept 

Officer’s reports. 

 

All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 

and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 

 

1. William Nierstedt – 320 Hickory Avenue - Expressed gratitude to the Mayor and 

Councilwoman Annarelli for providing the shade tree reports and for their continued 

commitment to the brook restoration initiative. Underscored the need for a comprehensive 

ecological assessment to identify and address invasive species, noting that unchecked 

proliferation could ultimately degrade the waterway. Emphasized that the brook functions 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/REPORTS_-_Zoning_Enforcement_Report_-_December_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/REPORTS_-_Zoning_Enforcement_Report_-_December_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/REPORTS_-_Zoning_Enforcement_Report_-_December_2025.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/REPORTS_-_Property_Maintenance_December_2025_Monthly_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/REPORTS_-_Property_Maintenance_December_2025_Monthly_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/REPORTS_-_Property_Maintenance_December_2025_Monthly_Report.pdf
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as a vital habitat supporting birds, fish, and other wildlife. Additionally, raised inquiries 

regarding the state mandate and the Council’s decision to enact an ordinance prohibiting 

e-bikes within municipal parks. He also urged the Council to consider reducing the 

allowable volume of household waste eligible for curbside collection. 

2. Laura Thompson – 320 Pine – Requested a report detailing the average net revenue gained 

by the Borough from the implementation of paid parking. Additionally raised concerns 

regarding flooding near the Lidl site in Garwood and inquired whether the area could be 

evaluated as a potential location for a retaining basin to help mitigate flooding on that side 

of town  

3. Bruce Paterson – 325 Willow Avenue – Welcomed Councilman Sureka and acknowledged 

his remarks regarding the outcome of the affordable housing initiative. He conveyed his 

disappointment with the result, as well as with Councilwoman Annarelli’s decision to 

recuse herself from the vote due to her professional role. 

 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilman Padusniak to close 

public comment. 

 

All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 

 

The Mayor and Council addressed the concerns raised by residents during the public comment 

period. They clarified that parents may park their e-bikes outside the park and continue related 

discussions online, noting that enforcement will follow state statute and does not require a Council 

vote. The Mayor explained that the issue involving the brook will be referred to the Borough 

Administrator, who is already coordinating with a company to remove invasive species. The 

proposal to reduce the number of garbage cans will be reviewed by the DPW Committee, and the 

Borough Administrator will explore options to secure a net gain for Ms. Thompson. She further 

noted that Popeyes remains a potential addition near Lidl. A retention basin study is forthcoming, 

and while the Lidl property is privately owned, any findings involving that site may allow the 

Borough to consider legal options. The Borough is actively evaluating solutions to improve 

stormwater movement. In addressing a resident’s comment regarding affordable housing, the 

Mayor clarified that her earlier remarks were intended to convey that, given the circumstances and 

requirements the Borough faced, the outcome was comparatively favorable. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 

with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 

Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 

all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-43 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2025 BUDGET TRANSFER #5 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, 

hereby directs the transfers of 2025 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby 

authorized to make necessary transfers and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled 

meeting of the Governing Body. 

 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, 

hereby directs the transfers of 2025 budget appropriations be and they are hereby made; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer be and is hereby 

authorized to make necessary transfers and that these be ratified at the next regularly scheduled 

meeting of the Governing Body. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-44 

 

RESOLUTION AMENDING VACATION HOURS EARNED FOR POLICE 

DISPATCHERS FOR THE PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL 

[Sponsored by Councilwoman Nolde, Chair of Police & Public Safety] 

 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Borough of Garwood to treat employees and prospective 

employees in a manner consistent with all applicable Borough policies and employment laws and 

regulations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has determined that there is a need to adopt an updated Vacation 

Hours Earned policy regarding dispatchers for the Policies and Procedures Manual to ensure that 

the dispatchers are scheduled in an effective manner for the function of emergency response in the 

Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has been notified by the Borough Administrator regarding the 

updated Vacation Hours Earned policy and been afforded an opportunity to review it prior to its 

ratification; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood 

that the Policies and Procedures Manual is hereby updated with the new Vacation Hours Earned 

policy and it shall supersede and replace all prior such policies, effective January 1, 2026 

 

FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount

Group Insurance Employer Active 5-01-23-220-200-1000 15,125.00

15,125.00

TO:

Planning Board Professional Services 5-01-21-180-200-0960 10,000.00

Legal Fees Municipal Attorney Fees 5-01-20-155-200-0950 5,000.00

Municipal Court S&W 5-01-43-490-100-0100 125.00

Total 15,125.00
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-45 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING MUNICIPAL HOUSING LIAISON 

[Sponsored by Councilwoman Bianco, Chair of Community Development] 

 

WHEREAS, per Affordable Housing regulations the council is required to appoint a Municipal 

Housing Liaison which must be a municipal employee. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of 

Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoint John Arthur, Borough Administrator as Municipal 

Housing Liaison, effective January 1, 2026, in accordance with Chapter 106, Section 186 for the 

Code of the Borough of Garwood at an annual salary of $2,500 to be paid from the affordable 

housing trust. 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-46 

 

GCSUD GRANT ACCEPTANCE FY2027 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Substance Use Disorder (GCSUD) established the 

Municipal Alliances for the Prevention of Substance Use Disorder in 1989 to educate and engage 

residents, local government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, the 

faith community, parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent substance use disorder in 

communities throughout New Jersey. 

 

WHEREAS, The Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New 

Jersey recognizes that substance use disorder is a serious problem in our society amongst persons 

of all ages; and therefore, has an established Municipal Alliance Committee; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public 

officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent substance use disorder in our 

community; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on 

Substance Use Disorder through the County of Union; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State 

of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following: 

 

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of a strategic plan for the Garwood 

Municipal Alliance grant for fiscal year in the amount of: 

 

GCSUD Grant   $3,549.00 

Cash Match    $   887.25 

In-Kind    $2,661.75 
 

2. The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the 

Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements. 
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The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the Municipal 

Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-47 

 

RESIGNATION OF POLICE OFFICER 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

WHEREAS, on January 19, 2026, the Borough Administrator received correspondence dated  

January 19, 2026, from Chief Pridy advising that Trevor Witzel is resigning from his employment 

with the Borough of Garwood; and 

 

WHEREAS, Mr. Witzel has advised that his resignation shall be effective January 19, 2026. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 

of Garwood as follows: 

 

1) The Borough of Garwood hereby accepts and relies upon the January 19, 2026 letter of 

resignation from Trevor Witzel. 

2) Effective January 19, 2026, Trevor Witzel shall have resigned from his position as 

Police Officer with the Borough of Garwood.  

3) This resolution puts the Police Chief on notice to immediately process this resignation 

and to commence a search for a candidate to fill the position of Police Officer. 

4) This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Bianco to adopt 

Consent Agenda. 

 

Discussion: None 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  ABSTAINED 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:  NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Mary Kittle – Shade Tree Advisory Board Member – 01/01/2026-12/31/2027 

 

Mural Committee: 

John Arthur, Borough Administrator  

Katya Lysak, Recreation Director 

Jen Blumenstock, Mayor 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

January 22, 2026 

Page 17 of 17  

 

Karina Boto, Council President 

Pete Collura 

Carol DelConte 

Krystal Zawoysky 

 

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 

paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed 

and ratified. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Annarelli second by Councilman Padusniak to adopt 

Payment of Claims Resolution.  

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  ABSTAINED 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  NONE 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, February 12, 2026 at 

7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 

https://garwood.org/gb_notices 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco second by Councilman Padusniak to adjourn.   

 

All in favor: ✔, opposed: none 

 

Time:8:52 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Patricia Vazquez 

Acting Borough Clerk 

https://garwood.org/gb_notices

