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MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 

 

Mayor Jen Blumenstock   
JBlumenstock@garwood.org    
(908) 337-7726 
Term: 01/01/2023 to 12/31/2026 

Jen is in her first term as Mayor, after having served on Council for six 

years and as Council President for three of those years.  During her 

time on Council, she has served as Department of Public Works 

Commissioner for each of those six years, ensuring that the DPW was 

operating equipment that was safe and reliable for the workers and 

the residents.   Jen also led the rebuilding of Hartman Park, which was 

significantly funded by multiple County and State grants that she 

secured.  Her work as Senior Citizens Liaison ensured the seniors in Garwood remained a priority 

with the negotiation of a new 4,000 square foot community center at the Paperboard 

development with dedicated municipal parking as well as adding new classes and activities to the 

senior calendar.  In addition, through her work on the Finance Committee, she was instrumental 

in giving Garwood its lowest tax impacts in almost 20 years which includes two years with no 

municipal tax increase at all. 
Jen has made community volunteerism a cornerstone of her time in office, and  has spearheaded 

several new Garwood community day events including Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service and 

Touch-A-Truck.  Most notably, she founded Garwood’s Green Team, which has taken on projects 

such as a rain garden at the Rec. Complex to address preventable flooding on our baseball field, 

beautification projects such as the refurbishment of Georgiana Gurrieri Memorial Park, as well 

as small business initiatives such as the Adopt-A-Pot Christmas decoration program.  Since its 

founding Garwood has twice earned Bronze level certification through Sustainable Jersey 

resulting in new grants for the town.  

Jen is the President of the Garwood Lions Club, volunteers with the Garwood PTA, and is a 

member of the Education Foundation of Garwood. She is also a Commissioner on the Union 

County Commission on the Status of Women.  Jen graduated Rutgers University with degrees in 

Political Science and Journalism, and also holds a teaching degree from William Paterson 

University.  She raises her two daughters, aged 14 and 11, with her husband, Andy. 

 

Council President Clarissa Nolde 
CNolde@garwood.org  
(908) 789-0710 
Term: 01/01/2023 to 12/31/2025 

Clarissa has lived in Garwood for 22 years alongside her husband Gonzalo 
and their three children.  Employed by New Brunswick Public Schools for 
14 years as an instrumental music teacher, Clarissa has also taught 
countless children through private lessons and spent years as a 
professional ŇuƟst in orchestras in Spain. She holds a BA from 
Northwestern University, a MA from the Juilliard School, a Supervisor’s 
CerƟĮcate, and a CerƟĮcate in Teaching the Holocaust and Prejudice 

ReducƟon from Kean University. She served on the Garwood Library Board in 2022. Clarissa is co-
chairman of the scholarship commiƩee of the non-proĮt Musical Club of Wesƞield working to 
provide Įnancial aid for students pursuing a college degree in music.  In her spare Ɵme, she enjoys 
cooking, reading, and gardening. 
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Councilwoman Karina Boto 
KBoto@garwood.org   
(908) 548-3066   
Term: 01/01/2024 – 12/31/2026 

 

Karina has been a Garwood resident since 2015. She holds a Paralegal 
CerƟĮcate from Fairleigh Dickinson University and is also a CerƟĮed Legal 
Oĸce Specialist with over 30 years of experience in the legal Įeld. She is 
an acƟve volunteer at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC). 
Karina is a member of the Borough’s Green Team, Garwood Partnership for 
Arts and Culture (GPAC), and RecreaƟon CommiƩees. Since elected to 
Garwood Council in 2024, she has organized the Adopt-a-Drain Program 

and facilitated the Veteran Banners to honor Garwood’s fallen heroes. AddiƟonally, as a member 
of the Finance CommiƩee, she has worked to secure Garwood's strong Įnancial future. 
 

Councilman Sean Foley 
SFoley@garwood.org  
(732) 762-6645 
Term: 01/01/2025 to 12/31/2027 

Sean Keagan Foley is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker/Psychotherapist 
who received his bachelor’s at Kean University and his graduate degree 
from Rutgers University. He is also an Eagleton InsƟtute of PoliƟcs Fellow. 
A former volunteer ĮreĮghter in Middlesex County, Sean has dedicated his 
life to helping build communiƟes by supporƟng families and individuals as 
a social worker. He has worked assisƟng foster youth, helped economically 
disadvantaged high school students get accepted into colleges and trade 
school programs, assisted and advocated for families and individuals who 

are experiencing homelessness, and helped many families Įnd housing. Sean has also educated 
communiƟes about the dangers of smartphone and social media addicƟon and developed 
iniƟaƟves to assist households and communiƟes impacted by the opioid epidemic. Currently, 
Sean is the CEO of Compassionate Mental Health Services, where he provides psychotherapy 
services to individuals and families throughout Union County and the state of New Jersey. He, his 
wife Lina, and their dog Nova live at Vermella Garwood StaƟon. 
 

Councilman Vincent Kearney  
VKearney@garwood.org   
(908) 413-5615 
Term: 01/01/2024 to 12/31/2026 

Raised in the nearby Township of Union, Vincent Kearney moved to 
Garwood with his wife Veronica in 2009 to raise their boys Anthony and 
Vincent. He is a graduate of Oratory Prep in Summit and the John H. Stamler 
Police Academy. A career law enforcement oĸcer, Vincent currently serves 
as a Union County Sheriī’s Oĸcer and an instructor at the police academy. 
He previously worked as a 9-1-1 dispatcher and Emergency Medical 
Technician. Vincent has volunteered on the Garwood CelebraƟons 

CommiƩee, for the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign and is the co-founder of the Garwood LIVE 
project which has live-streamed government meeƟngs in town since 2018. 
 
 

mailto:KBoto@garwood.org
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Councilman Marc Lazarow 
MLazarow@garwood.org  
(610) 639-0033 
Term: 01/01/2023 to 12/31/2025  

Marc Lazarow, grew up in Havertown, PA just outside of Philadelphia and 
has lived in Garwood since 2009 with his husband.  He volunteers his Ɵme 
as part of the EducaƟon FoundaƟon of Garwood, His educaƟonal 
background includes earning a B.A. in English Secondary EducaƟon from 
The College of New Jersey and an M.A. in EducaƟonal AdministraƟon and 
Supervision and a Reading Specialist CerƟĮcaƟon from Kean 
University.   Currently he serves as LegislaƟve AcƟon Team chairperson for 

the Wesƞield EducaƟon AssociaƟon advocaƟng for public educaƟon iniƟaƟves. He is currently in 
the midst of teaching his 14th year at Edison Intermediate School in Wesƞield as a 7th grade 
Language Arts teacher. 
 
Councilman Chase Padusniak 
Cpadusniak@garwood.org  
(908) 789-0710 
Term: 01/01/2025 to 12/31/2027 

Chase Padusniak holds a PhD in English literature from Princeton 

University and works as a college instructor and tutor, as well as 

an editor for the non-profit Fellowships at Auschwitz for the Study 

of Professional Ethics (FASPE). Chase is a longtime soup kitchen 

volunteer and currently assists at St. Thomas the Apostle 

Byzantine Catholic Church in various capacities. Born and raised in 

Garwood, Chase moved back to his hometown in 2019 with his 

wife, Gabby. He is passionate about seeing Garwood preserve its past while prospering into 

the future. 
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2025 - NORTH SIDE SCHEDULE
NOTE: North Side includes all of Willow Avenue, New Street, and the dead

ends of Myrtle Avenue off of New Street
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2025 RESIDENTIAL BULK WASTE PROGRAM 

Permit Application 
Spring Application Deadline: March 21st  
Summer Application Deadline: May 23rd & August 1st  

Fall Application Deadline: October 3rd 
Town Wide Yard Sale Deadline:  May 23rd (no fee to participate) 

Please remit application with permit fee of $115.00  
(EXACT CASH, CHECK OR MONEY ORDER)  payable to: 

Borough of Garwood  
Bulk Permit Program 

403 South Avenue, Garwood, NJ 07027 

NAME:   DATE:  

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

I will participate in the April 7, 2025 Spring Program:  ___________________ 

I will participate in the June 9, 2025 Summer Program:  ___________________ 

I will participate in the August 18, 2025
 
Summer Program: ___________________ 

I will participate in the October 20, 2025 Fall Program:   ___________________ 

I plan on participating in the Town Wide Yard Sale on June 7th and/or June 8th: ______________ 

   Chart below is for information purposes only, and does not require completion. MAX WEIGHT 750 POUNDS 

Material Weight Material Weight 

Chair Large 75 lbs. Mattress Twin Covered in plastic 

Chair Small 25 lbs. Mattress Double Covered in plastic 

Coffee Table 50 lbs. Mattress Queen Covered in plastic 

Desk 100 lbs. Mattress King Covered in plastic 

Door 25 lbs. Rug (5x8) 50 lbs. 

Dresser 170 lbs. Sofa 150 lbs. 

Grill 70 lbs. Sofa Bed 200 lbs. 

Lawn Mower 90 lbs. Table Large 100 lbs. 

All materials must be placed curbside after 6:00 P.M. the night before the scheduled pick up. Hauler will 
begin item collection on first day scheduled and continue daily until all items have been collected. 

Residents should report any illegal activity to the Garwood Police Department at: 908-789-1500. 



 

2025 RESIDENTIAL BULK WASTE CLEAN UP PROGRAM INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTS 
 

The 2025 Residential Bulk Waste Cleanup Program is available to residents in Spring, Summer and Fall, 2025. 
 

The date for Spring bulk waste pickup is Monday, April 7th. Permit applications are due no later than Friday, March 21st. 
 

The dates for Summer bulk waste pickup are Monday, June 9th and Monday, August 18th. Permit applications are due no 
later than Friday May 23rd for the June pick up, and Friday, August 1st for the August pick up. 

 
The date for Fall bulk waste pickup is Monday, October 20th. Permit applications are due no later than Friday, Oct. 3rd.  

 
A permit is required for each scheduled pick up. Residents may purchase more than one permit or may share a permit 

with neighbors; however, only one address should submit the application and fee. 

 
The permit fee is $115.00. The completed application with check payable to: Borough of Garwood. Application can be 

submitted in person at the Borough Clerks Office, or via mail to: Borough of Garwood, Bulk Permit Program, 403 South 

Avenue, Garwood, NJ 07027.  

 
The weight of materials to be disposed of cannot exceed 750 lbs. on one permit. In the event bulk weight is 750 lbs. or 

more, a second permit application with fee must be secured. Please contact the Borough Clerk’s Office during business 

hours to provide contact information including property address at: 908-789-0710 or via email at: clerk@garwood.org 

 

In conjunction with the Bulk Waste Program is The Town Wide Yard Sale. This authorizes residents to hold a casual sale 

of items of personal property on the designated dates without paying the $4.00 fee for a yard sale permit. The event will 

be publicized in the Union County Hawk prior to the scheduled dates of Saturday, June 7th and/or Sunday, June 8th (rain 

or shine). Please indicate on the bulk waste permit application if you will be participating in the Town Wide Yard Sale. 

Applicants will receive their permit (s) one week prior to the event. Permit application due no later than Friday, May 23rd. 

 
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BULK WASTE GUIDELINES 

FABRIC ITEMS SUCH AS MATTRESSES, BOX SPRINGS AND PILLOWS MUST BE WRAPPED IN PLASTIC. 

UNWRAPPED ITEMS WILL NOT BE COLLECTED BY THE HAULER. 

 
Items eligible for collection include: construction/renovation materials; bathroom fixtures, such as bathtubs, toilets, sinks; 

furniture such as chairs, tables, sofas, beds, desks, mattresses, sofa beds, doors, windows, rugs; fencing and posts; 

indoor/outdoor gym equipment; lawn mowers, barbecue grills. All gasoline, propane tanks and/or oil must be completely 

removed from all equipment. 

 
The following waste does not qualify for collection: household appliances, white goods, ashes, tires, pool filters, 

rocks/stones, concrete, auto parts, liquids of any type, paint cans (oil- based & wet), vegetative waste, dirt, tree stumps, 

tree trunks, tree logs. 

 
Materials deemed dangerous and/or hazardous are not acceptable for collection. Items include poisons, acids, caustics, 

explosives, soil, large rocks, boulders, broken concrete, paints, solvents, thinners, batteries, and petroleum products. 

Electronic items such as televisions and computer monitors can be disposed by contacting the Union County Bureau of 

Environmental Services Hotline at (908) 654-9889, or at: http://ucnj.org/community/recycling for the schedule. 

 

Household garbage recyclable items are not acceptable for collection. Please place these items at the curb away from bulk 
items. 

 
 

mailto:clerk@garwood.org
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BOROUGH CLERKS OFFICE 
403 SOUTH AVE 

GARWOOD, NJ 07027 
E-MAIL:  clerk@garwood.org

www.garwood.org 

Pet License Application 

A copy of the rabies certificate and proof of spay/neuter (if applicable), must be presented with this 

application or the application cannot be processed.  

OWNER INFORMATION 

Last Name:     First Name: 

Address: 

Home Phone:     Cell Phone: 

Work Phone:     E-mail:  

PET INFORMATION 

_______ New Pet _______ Current Pet _______ Pet deceased or no longer owned 

Pet’s Name:  _______ Dog    _______ Cat      Age: _______ 

Breed:  Sex: _______ Male      _______ Female 

Color (s) Hair: _____  Short  _____  Medium  _____ Long 

Micro Chip #   

Spayed or Neutered: _______ Yes _______ No Current Rabies Expiration Date:  

Name of Veterinarian: __________________________________________________________________ 

NJ Regulations require that in order to issue a license the rabies vaccination must not expire prior 

to November 1st of the licensing year. 

LICENSING FEES:  

SPAYED/NEUTERED DOGS  $17.20 

NON-SPAYED/NON-NEUTERED DOGS (Written proof required)  $20.20 

SPAYED/NEUTERED & NON-SPAYED/ NON-NEUTERED CATS   $5.00 

Check or money order should be made payable to:  Borough of Garwood; Cash must be exact amount. 

Dog and cat licenses are renewable annually.  New pets six months of age or older must be licensed 

at this time or when this age is reached during the year. 

LATE FEES: 

On February 1st, an $5.00 late fee will be charged for dog/cat license renewals. There are no late fees 

charged for newly acquired dog and cat licenses received on or after February 1st. 

mailto:clerk@garwood.org
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BOROUGH CLERKS OFFICE 
403 SOUTH AVE 

GARWOOD, NJ 07027 
E-MAIL:  clerk@garwood.org

www.garwood.org 

Residential Permit Parking Application 

Completed applications must be submitted with a copy of vehicle registration for each 

vehicle. If vehicle registration does not have current Garwood address will need to 

provide proof of Garwood residence (i.e., lease or current utility bill). Documents can be 

submitted via: E-mail, 1st class mail, or via the Borough’s contactless drop box, located in the 

entrance to Borough Hall, addressed to the Borough Clerks Office, Attention: Parking. Please 

indicate pick up preference below.   

NAME:   DATE:  

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

______ HOME OWNER  ______ RENTER - MOVE IN DATE __________  LEASE TERM ___________ 

PERMIT TO BE ISSUED VIA: 

_____ IN PERSON   _____ CONTACTLESS DROP BOX  _____ 1ST CLASS MAIL 

VISITOR PERMIT ONLY ___________ 

*********************************************************************************************************************** 
VEHICLE: 

LIC. PLATE # YEAR MAKE MODEL__________ 

VEHICLE 

LIC. PLATE # YEAR MAKE MODEL__________ 

VEHICLE 

LIC. PLATE # YEAR MAKE MODEL__________ 

BOROUGH USE ONLY: 

Parking Permit # __________ Visitor’s Permit Issued: __________ 
Date Issued:       __________ Permit issued by:  __________ 

mailto:clerk@garwood.org
http://www.garwood.org/


 
BOROUGH CLERKS OFFICE 

403 SOUTH AVE 
GARWOOD, NJ 07027 

E-MAIL:  clerk@garwood.org 
www.garwood.org 

 

Commuter Parking Permit Application 

 
Completed applications must be submitted with a copy of vehicle registration for each vehicle. 

Documents can be submitted via: E-mail, 1st class mail, or via the Borough’s contactless drop box, 

located in the entrance to Borough Hall, addressed to the Borough Clerks Office, Attention: Commuter 

Parking. Please indicate pick up preference below.   

 

Commuter Parking Locations and Quarterly Fees:  
 

 Garwood Shop Rite Lot:     ________ Residents: $50.00 Non-Resident: $75.00 

 Kennedy Plaza Lot:            ________ Residents:  $75.00 Non-Resident: $100.00 

 Replacement Tag:               ________ Fee:    $25.00  

Quarter(s) being paid: ______ 1st   _______ 2nd  _______ 3rd  _______ 4th 

 
NAME:   

ADDRESS:   

PHONE:   

LIC. PLATE # YEAR   MAKE   MODEL  

E-MAIL ADDRESS:      

PERMIT TO BE ISSUED VIA:  
 

    _____ IN PERSON   _____ CONTACTLESS DROP BOX  _____ 1ST CLASS MAIL 
 

****************************************************************************************************************** 

Please complete if vehicle other than listed above will be displaying permit. Only one parking 
space is issued per permit. 

LIC. PLATE   YEAR   MAKE  MODEL  
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

BOROUGH USE ONLY: 

 
LOCATION:  _________ SHOPRITE/NORTH AVE  ________ KENNEDY PLAZA/NORTH AVE  

QUARTER:   

PARKING SPACE #  

mailto:clerk@garwood.org
http://www.garwood.org/




 
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 

403 SOUTH AVE 
GARWOOD, NJ 07027 

E-MAIL:  V-Vinegra@garwood.org  
www.garwood.org 

 
APPLICATION FOR ZONING CERTIFICATE 

 
Date: ___________________________ 
 
Property Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Garwood, NJ     Block #__________________ Lot #_________________________ Zone: ___________________ 
 
Applicants Name: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
Email address: _____________________________________ Phone number: _______________________________ 
 
Homeowner/Business Owner Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
The above listed property is requesting a zoning permit for work below. If the request complies with the Borough’s Land Use Code it will 
be indicated below by the Zoning Officer. If the request does not comply with the Borough of Garwood’s Land Use Code then the requester 
may need to seek an application for a Variance. When approved either by this form or through the Variance process, the applicant may 
need to proceed to the Cranford/Garwood Construction Office (if necessary) to acquire Construction Permits. Other permits are 
required for street opening, sidewalk replacement/repair and or driveway apron repair/replacement. The applicant requests the following 
work. Applicant must include survey with application along with other information to support the request.  

 
The permit fee is $10.00. Permit fee for signs is $20.00. 
 
________ Fence ________ Shed  ________ Pool  ________ Stairs ________ Porch 
________ Driveway ________ Awning ________ Addition to Structure  ________ Sign ($20.00) 
________ Other 
 
OFFICE USE ONLY: 
To be completed by Zoning Officer 
 
________ The use IS permitted 
________ The use IS NOT permitted     ________ Other (see notes below) 
Notes: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________ APPROVED     ________ DENIED  
 
Explanation for Denial: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________  ________________________________________ 
Victor E. Vinegra, Zoning Officer     Date 
 
ZONING PERMIT: A document signed by the Zoning Officer which is required by ordinance as a condition precedent to the commencement of a use or 
the erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration, conversion or installation of a structure, and which acknowledges that such use or structure complies 
with the provisions of the municipal zoning ordinance or variance there from. The issuance of a zoning permit is inherent in the issuance of a building 
permit. It is the intent of this chapter to utilize a zoning permit where a building permit or Board approval may not be required, but where regulatory oversight 
is necessary to insure proper and safe installation of site elements such as fences, swimming pools, sheds, and other site development or structures as 
seen fit by the Zoning Officer. NOTE: Issuance of this permit does not exempt any building department permit requirements. Please contact the 
Construction Department, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, 908-709-7213 to determine if a building permit is also required. 
FEES: Chapter 106. LAND USE 
 Article XII. Fees § 106-148. Signs. 
 The fee for a sign permit shall be $20 plus a fee of $1 for each square foot of sign area. 
 § 106-157. Zoning permit.  
 The fee for a zoning permit shall be $10. 

mailto:V-Vinegra@garwood.org
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BOROUGH CLERKS OFFICE 
403 SOUTH AVE 

GARWOOD, NJ 07027 
E-MAIL:  clerk@garwood.org

www.garwood.org 

APPLICATION FOR MUNICIPAL BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 

Please submit via email to: clerk@garwood.org 

Appointments to the Borough’s Municipal Boards and Committees are made by the Mayor of Garwood. 

Name:           Date:  

Address: 

Phone:  

E-mail Address:

The information in the section above is considered personal information, and is therefore deemed confidential for 

the purpose of P.L. 1963, c. 73 (C.47:1A-1 et seq.) and P.L. 2001, c. 404 (C.47:1A-5 et al.).  

**Members serving on this Board are subject to the Local Government Ethics Laws and may be required to file an 

Annual Financial Disclosure Form with the State of New Jersey. 

Signature: Date: 

Please list any educational background, prior volunteer / 
work experience, or other civic involvement, which might be 
considered in support of your candidacy to serve. Attaching 
a professional resume is welcome, but not required. 

_______ **Planning/Zoning Board 

_______ **Library Board of Trustees 

_______ **Board of Health 

_______ Recreation Committee 

_______ Historical Committee 

_______ Garwood Small Business Assoc. 

_______ Green Team 

_______ Citizens’ Advisory Panel 

_______ Shade Tree Advisory 

_______ Municipal Alliance 

_______ Garwood Partnership for Arts & 
 Culture 

mailto:clerk@garwood.org
http://www.garwood.org/


ADDITIONAL BOROUGH INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 

WWW.GARWOOD.ORG 
 

For Voter RegistraƟon and InformaƟon: 
Please visit Union County Votes: hƩps://unioncountyvotes.com/  
 
Garwood Public Library  
411 Third Avenue 
(908) 789-1670 
Please visit the Garwood Public Library at hƩps://garwoodpl.org/  
 
Lincoln School  
400 Second Avenue 
(908) 789-0331 
Please visit Garwood Public Schools at hƩps://www.garwoodschools.org/  
 
Garwood Parks and RecreaƟon 
(908) 789-0710 ext. 5 
For park informaƟon, please visit hƩps://garwood.org/parks  

• Hartman Park  
400 Second Avenue 

• Garwood Sports and RecreaƟon Complex 
165 Myrtle Avenue 

 
For recreaƟon program and Įeld/facility rental informaƟon, visit 
www.garwoodrec.com  
 

 
 

https://unioncountyvotes.com/
https://garwoodpl.org/
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