
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 

March 26, 2026 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Blumenstock at 7:00 PM and called for a moment of 

silence followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Mayor Blumenstock then read the adequate of notice statement 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk then called the roll. 

 

Present:  Councilmembers Annarelli, Bianco, Nolde, Padusniak, Sureka and Council 

President Boto 

 

Absent:    None 

 

Also in attendance were Mayor Blumenstock, staff members Sandy Bruns, CFO; Jonathan 

Pridy, Chief of Police; Michal Disko, Borough Engineer; Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk and 

Borough Professionals Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney; Steve Rogut, Bond Counsel. 

 

Reports: 

Report of Borough Engineer 

- Michael Disko, Borough Engineer, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

 

Report of Borough Administrator 

- On behalf of Borough Administrator Arthur, the Borough Clerk read from a prepared 

statement regarding the Drone as First Responder Pilot Program, hereto attached. 

 

Report of Mayor Blumenstock 

- Mayor Blumenstock read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

 

Report of Borough CFO 

- Sandy Bruns, Borough CFO, read from a prepared statement regarding the Bond Sale, 

hereto attached. 

 

Comments from the Council: 

Councilwoman Annarelli read a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

 

Councilwoman Nolde read a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

 

Councilman Padusniak encouraged residents to attend the poetry festival and the 250 talk at the 

library. 

 

Council President Boto read from a prepared statement welcoming the new Borough Clerk, hereto 

attached. 
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MINUTES: 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council held on March 12, 2026. 
 

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Bianco to accept the 

Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.   
 

All were and favor and none were opposed. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS: RECEIVED AND FILED 

 

Notice of Mosquito Control - County of Union 

 

ORDINANCES:   

 

The Borough Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-10 by title only: 

 

ORDINANCE 26-10 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF 

THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING 

CHAPTER 126, ENTITLED “PARKS, FACILITIES, 

PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION”, ARTICLE I “USE 

OF PARKS, FACILITIES AND PLAYGROUNDS”, 

SUBSECTION 126-4 “PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES”. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Annarelli, second by Councilman Padusniak to introduce 

Ordinance No. 26-10. 

 

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 

 

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: 

Council President Boto, Chair, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 

Councilwoman Bianco, Chair, advised that they are meeting on April 1, 2026 to amend the bylaws. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS: 

Councilman Sureka, Chair, advised that DPW continued their usual activities. 

 

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: 

Councilwoman Nolde, Chair, read a prepared statement regarding two items on the evening’s 

agenda and Distracted Driving Awareness Month, hereto attached. 

 

  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/Notice_of_Mosquito_Control_-_County_of_Union_03-11-2026.pdf
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COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS (cont.): 

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: 

Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair, read from a prepared statement summarizing the upcoming 

events in the Borough, hereto attached. 

 

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: 

Councilwoman Nolde read from a prepared statement summarizing the upcoming events in the 

library, hereto attached. 

 

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: 

Council President Boto, Chair, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

 

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: 

Mayor Blumenstock read from a prepared statement regarding the club’s donation to the ALJ’s 

project graduation, hereto attached. 

 

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: 

Councilwoman Bianco read from a prepared statement regarding the success of the first meet and 

greet with local business owners, hereto attached. 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: 

Councilman Sureka advised of the following: 

• The Board voted Barbara Greet as President. 

• We passed the State Audit of children’s vaccination records. 

• There will be Lead Screening Clinics in the future. 

  

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: 

Councilwoman Bianco read from a prepared statement regarding the 2026 Circulation Element of 

the Master Plan, hereto attached. 

 

OFFICER’S REPORTS:  RECEIVED AND FILED 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, second by Councilman Padusniak to accept 

Officer’s reports. 

 

All were and favor and none were opposed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 

and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 

 

 Johnny Prichard, Spruce Avenue, shared his support for local Rescue, Police and 

Fire Departments and for re-opening previously closed hospitals. 
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Bruce Paterson, Willow Avenue, asked several questions regarding the bond sale 

and reminded everyone that the 125th Anniversary for the Borough of Garwood is 

coming up. Mr. Paterson then asked questions regarding the following resolutions: 

26-75, 26-76, 26-77, 26-68, 26-70 and 26-66. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Padusniak, second by Councilmember Bianco to 

close public comment. 

 

All were and favor and none were opposed. 

 

In response to questions raised by Mr. Paterson, CFO Bruns and Mr. Rogut, Bond 

Counsel answered as follows: 

• Paying off $166,000 

• Provided an explanation regarding the amortization 

• Cost of the professionals will be approximately $75,000 which is paid 

through existing capital ordinances 

• Total debt at the end of 2025 was a little over 2 million 

• Wont have a bond rate until April 6 

 

In response to questions raised by Mr. Paterson, Chief Pridy answered as 

follows: 

• Elizabeth and Linden currently have a drone program 

• Other entities are also meeting with the vendor 

• Mainly increasing fines for snow parking and other parking 

• State has the final say 

 

In response to questions raised by Mr. Paterson, Mayor Blumenstock answered 

as follows: 

• We have had the employee assistance program in prior years. This is an 

annual contract 

• Additional duties for the Borough Clerk are simple housekeeping 

resolutions and there is no extra cost. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 

with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 

Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 

all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 

 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: 

 

The following resolutions were removed from the Consent Agenda and voted on separately: 

Resolution Nos. 26-67 and 26-76. 
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A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Nolde to adopt 

Consent Agenda as amended. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

RESOLUTIONS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:  

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Annarelli, second by Council President Boto to adopt 

Resolution No. 26-67 

 

In response to questions raised by Councilmember Bianco, Councilmember Annarelli responded 

as follows: 

• Subsidizing approximately $333.00 per child. 

• Camp runs from 9am to 12pm for 6 weeks. 

 

Mayor responded as follows: 

• Last year there was discussion about an after program. 

• Between cost and logistics it wasn’t feasible. 

• The Committee can look into this again with the new director. 

 

The Borough Clerk then called the roll. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  NAY   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilmember Sureka to adopt 

Resolution No. 26-76 

 

Councilmember Padusniak shared his concerns regarding the program. 

 

The Borough Clerk then called the roll. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli NAY   Councilman Padusniak NAY 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

NEW BUSINESS: NONE 
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PAYMENT OF CLAIMS AND REFUNDS AS LISTED ON FILE: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered 

paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed 

and ratified. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak second by Councilwoman Bianco to adopt 

Payment of Claims Resolution.  

 

The Borough Clerk then called the roll. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, April 9, 2026 at 7:00 

P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 

https://garwood.org/gb_notices 

 

Upon motion of Councilman Padusniak seconded by Councilwoman Nolde, the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:58pm.   

 

All were and favor and none were opposed. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Nicole M. Kotiga 

Borough Clerk 

 

MINUTES ATTACHMENTS: 

 

• Borough Engineer’s Report 

• Borough Administrator’s Report 

• Mayor Blumenstock’s Report 

• CFO’s Report 

• Councilwoman Annarelli’s Comments and Reports 

• Councilwoman Nolde’s Comments and Reports 

• Council President Boto’s Comments and Reports 

• Councilwoman Bianco’s Reports 

 

Approved April 9, 2026 

https://garwood.org/gb_notices

