BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
April 23, 2026

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Blumenstock at 7:00 PM and called for a moment of
silence followed by the pledge of allegiance.

Mayor Blumenstock then read the adequate notice of compliance statement.

ROLL CALL:
Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk called the roll.

Present: Councilmembers Annarelli, Bianco, Nolde, Padusniak, Sureka and Council
President Boto
Absent: None

Also in attendance were Mayor Blumenstock, staff members John Arthur, Borough
Administrator; Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police; Michal Disko, Borough Engineer; Nicole
Kotiga, Borough Clerk and Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney.

PRESENTATION OF THE 2026 CAPITAL BUDGET

Capital Budget Presentation
- Council President Boto read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.
- John Arthur, Borough Administrator, presented the proposed capital budget to Mayor
and Council, hereto attached.

Councilmember Padusniak shared his feelings and comments regarding the Fire Department.
Councilmembers Annarelli and Nolde asked questions regarding the Fire Department, specifically
the equipment to which the Mayor responded by providing a summary of events. Further
discussion ensued amongst the Mayor and Council,

Reports:
Report of Borough Engineer

- Michael Disko, Borough Engineer, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

Report of Mayor Blumenstock
- Mayor Blumenstock read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

Report of Borough Administrator
- Borough Administrator Arthur, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.



https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8788/Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8786/Capital_Budget_Presentation.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8784/4232026_ENGINEERING_AGENDA.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8791/Mayors_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8785/Administrators_Report.pdf
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Comments from the Council:

Councilwoman Annarelli read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

Councilwoman Nolde read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

Councilman Padusniak encouraged residents to attend the Rev 250 and to partake in the scavenger
hunt.

Councilman Sureka shared his feelings regarding a new apparatus and encouraged looking into
grants.

Council President Boto read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

MINUTES:

Minutes of the special and regular meetings of the Mayor and Council held on April 7, 2026 and
April 9, 2026.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Annarelli second by Council President Boto to accept the
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented. All were and favor and none were opposed.

COMMUNICATIONS:

Township of Cranford - Notice of Adopted Ordinance 2026-09 - Tree Replacement Standards

RECEIVED AND FILED

ORDINANCES:

FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:

The Borough Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-11 by title only:

ORDINANCE 26-11

CALENDAR YEAR 2026
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

Accompanving memo from Sandy Bruns, CFO
Full Ordinance can be viewed here

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Bianco to close Public
Hearing on Ordinance No. 26-11. All were in favor and none were opposed.

Discussion:

Bruce Paterson, Willow Avenue, asked several questions regarding the budget and the CAP
Bank.


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8787/Council_Annarelli_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8790/Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8788/Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8454/Corresp._Cranford_Notice_of_Adopted_Ordinance_202609_Tree_Replacement_Standards.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8218/CAP_Bank_memo_4726.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8219/2611_Cap_Bank.pdf
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A motion was made by Councilmember Sureka, second by Councilwoman Bianco to adopt
Ordinance No. 26-11. The Borough Clerk then called the roll. All were and favor and none were
opposed.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE
INTRODUCTION:

The Borough Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-12 by title only:

ORDINANCE 26-12

SALARY ORDINANCE

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

Full Ordinance can be viewed here

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Annarelli to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-12. Hearing will take place at the May 14, 2026 Borough Council Meeting. The
Borough Clerk then called the roll. All were and favor and none were opposed.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Padusniak, Chair

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilwoman Bianco, Chair

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilman Sureka, Chair

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair, read from a prepared
statement, hereto attached.

LIBRARY. MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Council President Boto read from a prepared statement, hereto
attached.



https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8467/2612_Salary_Ordinance.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8787/Council_Annarelli_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8788/Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8788/Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
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GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock read from a prepared
statement, hereto attached.

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco read from a prepared statement, hereto
attached.

OFFICER’S REPORTS:

e Michael Disko, Borough Engineer
e Sandy Bruns, CFO/Treasurer

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Bianco to accept
Officer’s reports. All were and favor and none were opposed.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone,
and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

Johnny Prichard, Spruce Avenue, shared his support for local Rescue, Police and Fire
Departments and for re-opening previously closed hospitals.

Bruce Paterson, Willow Avenue, provided a handout to the Mayor, Members of Council
and Administrator Arthur regarding the budget.

John Bartlick, Hemlock Avenue, shared comments and questions regarding the budget and
capital plan.

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Bianco to close public
comment. All were and favor and none were opposed.

The Mayor responded to questions and comments made during public comment regarding the
budget and capital plan.

CONSENT AGENDA:

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda;
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-90

AUTHORIZE SUBMISSION OF THE 2025 TONNAGE REPORT TO THE STATE

[Sponsored by Clinton Dickson, Superintendent of Public Works]


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8791/Mayors_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8789/Councilwoman_Biancos_Reports.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8789/Councilwoman_Biancos_Reports.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, ¢:102, has
established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order
to encourage local source separation and recycling program; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has maintained a recycling program which conforms with
the New Jersey Department of Environment Protection Bureau of Recycling and Planning rules
and regulations; and

WHEREAS, the recycling effort in the Borough of Garwood has reduced solid waste flows into
landfills and other non-recoverable disposal sites; and

WHEREAS, the recycling regulations imposed on municipalities certain requirements as a
condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping
accurate, verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and

WHEREAS, this resolution memorializes the commitment of this municipality to recycling and
to indicate the assent of the Mayor and Council to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and
the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD:

That it endorses the submission of the Recycling Tonnage Report for 2025 to the New Jersey
Department of Environment Protection Bureau of Recycling and Planning.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Superintendent of Public Works be and is here by
authorized to file the 2026 Fiscal Year Recycling Grant.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-91

APPOINT MUNICIPAL HUMANE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
[Sponsored by Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police]

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 4:22-14.1, the Borough of Garwood is required to appoint a
Humane Law Enforcement Officer who shall be responsible for the animal welfare with the
Borough in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 22 of Title 4 of the Revised Statues.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD:

That in accordance with N.J.S.A. 4:22- 14.1, that Officer Scott Eriksen is hereby appointed as
Humane Law Enforcement Officer for the Borough of Garwood. Said appointment shall be
effective immediately.
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-92

AUTHORIZE AGREEMENT WITH IN-LINE HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING
FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT HVAC PROJECT THROUGH STATE CONTRACT
(ESCNJ)

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

WHEREAS, a proposal has been received from In-Line Heating & Air Conditioning Company,
85 East 21% Street, Bayonne, NJ 07002, for the installation of a HVAC System in the Garwood
Fire Department at 415 South Avenue, and

WHEREAS, said contractor represents to the Borough of Garwood that it is in accordance with
the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey Cooperative Pricing System contract
#23/24-23 with Proposal #01110, dated February 23, 2026, attached hereto, in the amount of
$28,147.60, and

WHEREAS, said project shall be funded under Bond Ordinance 18-14 for the amount of
$28,147.60, and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County
of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby awards the Fire Department HVAC Project in accordance
with Proposal #01110, dated February 23, 2026, from In-Line Heating & Air Conditioning
Company, 85 East 21* Street, Bayonne, NJ 07002, and that the Mayor be and she is hereby
authorized to execute an agreement and any additional documents associated with the project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the award of this project be subject to the Borough CFO
executing the appropriate Certification of Availability of Funds.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-93

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A NEW POLICE VEHICLE
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

WHEREAS, a quote has been received from Paramus Ford, Inc. of 375 Route 17 South, Paramus,
NJ 07652, d/b/a All American Ford of Paramus, for the purchase of one (1) 2026 Ford Explorer,
in accordance with the specifications and quote dated March 20, 2026, attached hereto and made
part hereof; and

WHEREAS, said vehicle is purchased on a 3-year lease for the amount of $40,061.21, with annual
payments of $15,097.71 and a $1 lease buyout at the conclusion of the lease, for a total of
$45,294.13 with interest included; and

WHEREAS, said vehicle is available through the New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Alliance,
Bid # BC-BID-24-43, CO-OP #: CK 04;


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8468/Proposal_to_Install_3_Zone_Mitsubishi_Hyper_Heat_System.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8455/Quote.pdf
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby
award the aforementioned purchase of vehicle for use by the Garwood Police Department in
accordance with the specifications and quote dated March 20, 2026, attached hereto and made part
hereof, from Paramus Ford, Inc. of 375 Route 17 South, Paramus, NJ 07652, and that the Police
Chief of the Borough of Garwood be and is hereby authorized to enter such order on behalf of this
Borough and to sign such documents as may be required to consummate this transaction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the award of this quote be subject to the Borough Treasurer
executing the appropriate Certification of Funds.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-94

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLL
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

Bills List can be viewed here

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD:

that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when properly
signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified.

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Annarelli to adopt the
Consent Agenda.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE
NEW BUSINESS:

Mavyoral Appointment — Confirmation Not Required

Planning Board
e John Arthur, Class II — filling the unexpired term of K. Lysak, term expiring
12/31/2026

Small Business Association Executive Board
e Luis Soriano, Member — term expiring 12/31/2026


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8453/Bills_List_42326.pdf
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EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mayor Blumenstock announced the need to enter into Executive Session. Clerk Kotiga then read
the resolution into the record.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-95

CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR
THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING MATTERS UNDER ATTORNEY-CLIENT
PRIVILEGE ANTICIPATED LITIGATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A., 10:4-12,
Closed session, Meetings open to public,; exclusion of public; subject of matter.

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood to conduct an
executive session closed to the public in order to discuss the above listed matter.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby
move to go into executive session in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings
Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et. seq., for the purpose of discussing the subject stated above.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in and minutes of the closed session
shall be disclosed to the public when the reason for confidentiality no longer exists. No action will
be taken.

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Annarelli to adopt
Resolution 26-95 and to enter into Executive Session.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Bianco to enter back
into the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council. All were and favor and none were opposed.

ADJOURNMENT:

The next Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, May 14, 2026 at
7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website.

Upon motion of Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Bianco the meeting was
adjourned at 8:54pm. All were and favor and none were opposed.

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole M. Kotiga
Borough Clerk
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MINUTES ATTACHMENTS:

e 2026 Proposed Capital Budget

e Borough Engineer’s Report

e Mayor Blumenstock’s Report

e Borough Administrator’s Report

e CFO’s Report

e Councilwoman Annarelli’s Comments and Reports
e Councilwoman Nolde’s Comments and Reports

e Council President Boto’s Comments and Reports

e Councilwoman Bianco’s Reports

Approved at the May 14, 2026 Council Meeting


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8786/Capital_Budget_Presentation.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8784/4232026_ENGINEERING_AGENDA.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8791/Mayors_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8785/Administrators_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8794/CFO_Tax_Collectors_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8787/Council_Annarelli_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8790/Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8788/Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8789/Councilwoman_Biancos_Reports.pdf

