BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 9, 2026

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Blumenstock at 7:00 PM and called for a moment of
silence followed by the pledge of allegiance.

Mayor Blumenstock then read the adequate notice of compliance statement.

ROLL CALL:

Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk then called the roll.

Present: Councilmembers Annarelli, Bianco, Nolde, Padusniak, Sureka and Council
President Boto

Absent: None

Also in attendance were Mayor Blumenstock, staff members John Arthur, Borough
Administrator; Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police; Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk and Adam
Abramson, Borough Attorney.

Reports:
Report of Borough Administrator

- Borough Administrator Arthur, read from a prepared statement regarding the ordinance
listed on the evening’s agenda, hereto attached.

Report of Mayor Blumenstock
- Mayor Blumenstock read from a prepared statement regarding upcoming events in
Garwood, hereto attached.

Comments from the Council:

Councilwoman Nolde read from a prepared statement regarding the annual Poetry Festival, hereto
attached.

Councilman Padusniak encouraged residents to attend the Revolutionary War Presentation at the
library.

Council President Boto read from a prepared statement regarding the 2026 Budget Introduction,
hereto attached.

MINUTES:
Minutes of the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council held on March 26, 2026.

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Bianco to accept the
Regular Meeting Minutes as presented. All were and favor and none were opposed.
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ORDINANCES:

FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance by title only:

ORDINANCE 26-10

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING CHAPTER 126,
ENTITLED “PARKS, FACILITIES, PLAYGROUNDS AND
RECREATION”, ARTICLE I “USE OF PARKS, FACILITIES
AND PLAYGROUNDS”, SUBSECTION 126-4 “PROHIBITED
ACTIVITIES

Full Ordinance can be viewed here

DISCUSSION:
Mayor Blumenstock asked for comments from the public.
Bruce Patterson, Willow Avenue, asked what the prohibited activities are.

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Bianco to close the
Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 26-10. All were in favor and none were opposed.

In response to the question from the public, the Borough Attorney responded with what
the ordinance was prohibiting.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Nolde, second by Councilman Padusniak to adopt
Ordinance No. 26-10. The Borough Clerk then called the roll.

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-10_-_Prohibited_activities_Parks_2026.pdf
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INTRODUCTION:
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance by title only:

ORDINANCE 26-11

CALENDAR YEAR 2026
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

Accompanying memo from Sandy Bruns, CFO

Full Ordinance can be viewed here

A motion was made by Councilman Padusniak, second by Councilwoman Bianco to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-11. Hearing will take place at the April 23, 2026 Borough Council Meeting. The
Borough Clerk then called the roll.

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS:

Councilman Sureka, Chair, advised that DPW installed the “Clean Up After Your Pets” signs and
completed the set-up and clean-up of the Easter Egg Hunt. They also installed a stone pad for police
storage, began preparing the streetside flower pots. Also reminded residents of grass and brush pick-

up.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY:
Councilwoman Nolde, Chair, read a prepared statement regarding two items on the evening’s
agenda and Distracted Driving Awareness Month, hereto attached.

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS (cont.):

POLICE & PUBLIC SAFETY:
Councilwoman Nolde, Chair, read from a prepared statement regarding the Police Department,
hereto attached.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:
Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair, discussed the success of the East Egg Hunt and that the Summer
Camp registration is open along with other opportunities.



https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8218/CAP_Bank_memo_4726.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8219/2611_Cap_Bank.pdf
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LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE:
Councilwoman Nolde read from a prepared statement summarizing the upcoming events in the
library, hereto attached.

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON:
Council President Boto, Chair, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON:
Mayor Blumenstock read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Mayor Blumenstock asked for comments from the Council.

Johnny Prichard, Spruce Avenue, shared his support for local Rescue, Police and
Fire Departments and for re-opening previously closed hospitals.

Bruce Paterson, Willow Avenue, made several comments regarding the budget.

Laura Thompson, Pine Avenue, asked a question regarding a “meet & greet” with
business owners.

A motion was made by Councilmember Padusniak, second by Councilmember Bianco to
close public comment. All were and favor and none were opposed.

In response to comments raised by Mr. Paterson, the Borough Administrator was
able to clarify several items.

In response to a question raised by Ms. Thompson, Councilwoman advised that it
was a very successful and well attended meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA:

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda;
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL:

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, second by Council President Boto to adopt
Consent Agenda. The Borough Clerk then called the roll.

ROLL CALL.:
Councilwoman Annarelli AYE Councilman Padusniak AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE

Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE
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ADJOURNMENT:

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, April 23, 2026 at 7:00
P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org/legalnotices

Upon motion of Councilman Padusniak seconded by Councilwoman Bianco, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:39pm. All were and favor and none were opposed.

Respectfully submitted,

Nicole M. Kotiga
Borough Clerk

MINUTES ATTACHMENTS:

Borough Administrator’s Report

Mayor Blumenstock’s Report

Councilwoman Nolde’s Comments and Reports
Council President Boto’s Comments and Reports

Approved at the April 23, 2026 Council Meeting


https://garwood.org/legalnotices

MEMORANDUM

Office of Borough Administrator

TO: Mayor and Council
FROM: John Arthur, Borough Administrator
DATE: April 9, 2026

SUBJECT: Administrative Report for April 9, 2026

On tonight’s agenda you will see the introduction of the 2026 budget. | want to again thank
Garwood’s CFO Sandy Bruns, the finance committee, and all department heads for their work
on this budget. If anyone wants more information about the budget, you can view the special
budget presentation video on our YouTube channel and the slides from that presentation are
available on Garwood.org.

This agenda also includes Ordinance 26-11 establishing a cap bank. The CAP Bank Ordinance
was described by our CFO at the April 7 Special Budget meeting, but | will recap her summary
here.

The CAP Bank ordinance is a budget tool authorized by state law. There are two different caps
that municipal budgets are subject to—an appropriations cap and a tax levy cap. Municipalities
are only allowed to increase budget appropriations (with some exceptions) by 2.5% or the cost-
of-living rate, whichever is lower. Passing a CAP bank ordinance allows the municipality to
increase appropriations up to 3.5% and bank any unused portion for use in the next two budget
years. The balance is not cumulative, so the ordinance should be adopted each year to maintain
a cap bank balance, because as one year drops off another year is added.

This ordinance allows a municipality to meet its CAP obligations in a year where raising the
appropriations over the CAP limit is necessary or needed, but also has a new revenue to offset
that increase, thereby limiting any potential tax impact.

The CAP bank is a budgeting tool for planning purposes only and does not authorize any
spending. Just because the CAP bank allows for a potential increase over the limit, it does not
mean that increase will be used, but it is beneficial to have it available just in case it is needed.
Municipalities are still limited by a 2% levy CAP, which is more restrictive than the appropriation
CAP.

Resolution 26-80 authorizes the tax assessor and tax appeal attorney to file counterclaims to
tax appeals. This is just something our tax appeal attorney requests us to pass every year to
give them that authority.
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April 9, 2026 Council Meeting
Mayor Blumenstock

Mayor’s Report

I want to thank all of the Recreation Committee volunteers and Council President Boto and
Councilwoman Nolde for all they did to put on a great egg hunt for the children in Garwood last week.

It may have been freezing but that didn’t stop the kids from having a good time, seeing the easter Bunny
and dancing to music from Allan Keith Entertainment. A big thank you to the DPW for all the work they
did for the big day.

Next week is Local Government Week, where we highlight some of the fantastic committees and
departments that make up our town. Monday, the Senior Department is hosting their Senior WALK,
Tuesday is Students in Government Night in conjunction with the Lincoln School Student Council,
Wednesday the Green Team is doing a spruce up at Unami Park. On Thursday, we will have a speaker at
the Library hosted by the Rev250 Committee (this will be about Union County’s part in the
Revolutionary War, by the way) and on Friday there will be Coffee with a Cop with our Police
Department. We wrap up on Saturday with Clean Communities hosting their bi-annual litter cleanup. [
hope to see everyone at one or more of the activities, and of course invite all of our elected officials to
join me.

Also, celebrate Earth Day on April 22™ by touring Unami Park and learning about the re-forestation and
re-wilding project and our progress to date. Visitors are welcome to join the Unami Forest People and
other community volunteers who will be working to create a new meadow. Efforts include weeding and
covering the area with cardboard and organic mulch to prepare for fall native flower planting. There will
be two sessions one at 10am-12pm and one at 3-4:30pm.

And finally on tonight’s agenda, you’ll find Resolution 26-87 recognizing April 24" as Arbor Day.
Recognizing and celebrating Arbor Day here in Garwood is not only a part of our efforts to be certified
as a Tree City but an important way we can show our commitment to Garwood sustainability as we
continue to improve our tree canopy. I hope you’ll vote for this resolution in support of those aims.



JEN BLUMENSTOCK
Mayor

JOHN ARTHUR
Borough Administrator

NICOLE KOTIGA
Municipal Clerk/Registrar

Seniors:

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
County of Union
403 South Avenue
Garwood, New Jersey 07027
(908) 789-0710
clerk@garwood.org

KATHLEEN ANNARELLI, Councilwoman
STEPHANIE BIANCO, Councilwoman
CLARISSA NOLDE, Councilwoman
CHASE PADUSNIAK, Councilman
HURSH SUREKA, Councilman

KARINA BOTO, Council President

At our meeting on April 2", we were treated to lunch by Dooley’s in Westfield, with Funeral Director
Ryan Tombs stopping to talk about advance funeral planning and answer questions about the process.
Jesse Hynes from the Hynes Law Group also stopped by to talk about Elder Law and Estate Planning. I
want to thank them on behalf of the members for coming to the meeting and providing this important
information. Our next meeting is next Thursday, April 16" at 12pm at the Knights of Columbus.
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April 9, 2026 Council Meeting
Councilwoman Nolde

Comments from the Council:

e Just a reminder that the Garwood Partnership for Arts and Culture will be hosting our 3rd
annual Poetry Festival, taking place the weekend of April 25 and 26 in celebration of
National Poetry Month. There will be two poetry readings, one at the Garwood Library
for all audiences and one at the Crossroads for adults. The event at the Crossroads is
made possible in part by a HEART grant from the Union County Board of County
Commissioners. A full line-up of poets reading at the Crossroads will be posted soon.

e In preparation for the Festival, GPAC is asking local poets to submit their poems to be
invited to participate in the poetry reading at the Garwood Public Library on April 25 at
11:00 AM. Poems should be submitted to Councilwoman Nolde at
cnolde@garwood.org. The due date for all poetry submissions is April 17.

Council Standing Committee Reports and Other Reports:

Police and Public Safety:

e In addition to the chief’s report, the Police Committee also received the extensive arrest
reports made since January, and it is clear that Chief Pridy’s Police Department is
proactive. This record of arrests shows that they are safely apprehending and processing
persons suspected of crimes. According to the record, a total of 32 arrests were made,
with many officers having made multiple arrests. Some 37% of those arrests were made
by Officer Schucai, who incidentally was a recruit of the police academy.

e Additionally, I would like to bring a capital request made by the police department to the
attention of the council. Chief Pridy is strongly in favor of purchasing a plate reader, as
are Councilman Padusniak and I, both members of the Police Committee, since the one
formerly in use is no longer operable. A plate reader is a valuable tool that can have a real
impact on solving crimes in our town. If driving through a parking lot or down a street, it
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will scan the license plates. If the police later receive a report of shoplifting in that area,
the plate reader will allow the officers investigating to enter the database and search for a
partial license plate, or search by the make, model, or color of the car reported, even if
they don’t have a license plate. It also connects the officer to the rest of the plate readers
in the state to be able to identify and locate the vehicle. It is especially helpful in
identifying expired registrations, suspended registrations, or if the registered owner has a
suspended driver's license or a warrant. It also alerts the officer if a license plate or
vehicle in the vicinity of the reader is reported stolen, which I don’t need to remind the
council is a growing problem across our area. I support the inclusion of the plate reader
in the capital budget, and I hope the council will support it as well, since it is an
invaluable tool for the police to use as they continue proactive policing and investigation
of crimes occurring in our Borough.

Library:
e There are a couple of events coming up at the library to highlight.

o April 16 at 7:00 PM — The American Revolution in Union County, New
Jersey. Join John Prescott from the Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs as he discusses significant Revolutionary War events that took place in
Union County.

o Also, the aforementioned Garwood Poetry Festival on APRIL 25 @ 11 am —
Garwood’s Annual Poetry Fest - In honor of National Poetry Month, join us for
an afternoon that brings together some of Garwood’s best local poets. Enjoy live
art, meet local artists, and immerse yourself in the beauty of language.

e For a full list of goings on at the library, please visit the library website at The Garwood

Public Library (Garwoodpl.org)


https://garwoodpl.org/
https://garwoodpl.org/
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April 9, 2026 Council Meeting
Council President Boto

Comments from the Council:

KATHLEEN ANNARELLI, Councilwoman
STEPHANIE BIANCO, Councilwoman
CLARISSA NOLDE, Councilwoman
CHASE PADUSNIAK, Councilman
HURSH SUREKA, Councilman

KARINA BOTO, Council President

Thank you Mayor. You will see on tonight’s agenda resolution 26-79
authorizing the introduction of the 2026 operating budget. I welcomed our
discussions at our special budget meeting on Tuesday and once again, thank
my fellow committee members and professional staff. As previously stated,
this was a rigorous and lengthy process. I hope council will vote in favor.

Council Standing Committee Reports and Other Reports:

School Board Liaison:

e The next regular meeting is scheduled for April 21. Thank you.



