
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

April 9, 2026 
Time: _________ 

Moment of Silence 

Salute to the Flag 

 

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Leader and advertised on  

November 13, 2025. Notification was sent to the Local Source Union County, and is posted on the 

Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin board, and filed in the office of the Municipal 

Clerk informing the public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public 

Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). P.L. 2025, c.72 states that legal ads placed by the 

municipality will not need to be published in newspapers beginning on March 1, 2026 and will be 

posted on our Borough website under the section titled Garwood Legal Notices. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Mayor Blumenstock  ______ 

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

Roll call staff and professionals:  

John Arthur, Borough Administrator 

Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney 

Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 

 

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS: 

 

Reports: 

Report of Borough Attorney 

Report of Borough Administrator 

Report of Mayor Blumenstock 

 

Comments from the Council: 

Councilwoman Annarelli 

Councilwoman Bianco 

Councilwoman Nolde 

Councilman Padusniak 

Councilman Sureka 

Council President Boto 

 

MINUTES: 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council held on March 26, 2026. 

 

A motion was made by _____________, second by _____________ to accept the Regular Meeting 

Minutes as presented.   

 

All in favor ____, opposed ______?  

https://garwood.org/index.asp?SEC=2885EB56-8E66-42C9-9F82-CA7D6EDF59C5
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ORDINANCES: 

 

FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance by title only: 

 

ORDINANCE 26-10 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF 

THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD BY AMENDING 

CHAPTER 126, ENTITLED “PARKS, FACILITIES, 

PLAYGROUNDS AND RECREATION”, ARTICLE I “USE 

OF PARKS, FACILITIES AND PLAYGROUNDS”, 

SUBSECTION 126-4 “PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES”. 

 

[Sponsored by Councilwoman Nolde, Police & Public Safety 

Chair] 
  

Full Ordinance can be viewed here 

 

A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to close Public 

Hearing on Ordinance No. 26-10. 

 

All in favor: _________, opposed: _________ 

 

Discussion:  

 

 

 

A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to adopt Ordinance 

No. 26-10 

 

 

 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

 

  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/26-10_-_Prohibited_activities_Parks_2026.pdf
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INTRODUCTION: 

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance by title only: 

 

ORDINANCE 26-11 

 

CALENDAR YEAR 2026 

ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 
  

Accompanying memo from Sandy Bruns, CFO 

 

Full Ordinance can be viewed here 

 

A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to introduce 

Ordinance No. 26-11. Hearing will take place at the April 23, 2026 Borough Council Meeting. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 

 

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Council President Boto, Chair 

 

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilwoman Bianco, Chair 

 

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilman Sureka, Chair 

 

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilwoman Nolde, Chair  

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair 

 

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde 

 

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Council President Boto 

 

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 

 

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Sureka 

 

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8218/CAP_Bank_memo_4726.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8219/2611_Cap_Bank.pdf
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OFFICER’S REPORTS:   

 

A motion was made by ____________, second by ______________ to accept Officer’s reports. 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 

and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A motion was made by ____________, second by ______________ to close public comment. 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 

with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 

Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 

all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-79 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTRODUCTION OF THE MUNICIPAL 

BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD FOR THE YEAR 2026 

 

WHEREAS that the following statements of revenues and appropriations shall constitute the 

Municipal Budget for the Year 2026, and 

WHEREAS, that said budget will be published on the Borough of Garwood’s website on or about 

April 13, 2026, and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing on the 2026 Municipal Budget will be held on May 14, 2026 at 7:00 

PM in Council Chambers, at which public comments to said Budget for the year 2026 may be 

presented by taxpayers and other interested persons. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, 

County of Union, State of New Jersey that the 2026 Municipal budget is hereby approved by Borough 

Council. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-80 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE READING OF  

THE 2026 MUNICIPAL BUDGET BY TITLE ONLY 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8 provides that the Budget shall be read in full at the public hearing, or 

that it may be read by title, if a resolution is passed by no less than the majority of the full governing 

body, provided that at least one week prior to the public hearing a complete copy of the introduced 

budget shall be made available for public inspection, and copies have been made available by the 

Borough Clerk to each person upon request, during the said week of the public hearing and during the 

public hearing; and  

WHEREAS, the conditions as aforementioned have been met. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, 

County of Union, State of New Jersey that the 2026 Municipal Budget shall be read by title only.  

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-81 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING LOSAP FOR GARWOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of 

New Jersey hereby approves the list of members eligible for 2025 LOSAP Benefits from the 

Garwood Fire Department. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the names listed below are hereby made part of this 

resolution. 

 

The following members have met the required 85 points under the LOSAP ordinance for full 

payment ($1,748): 

 

Nick Cugno Tom Gesior Brent Gregory 

Joe Pelusio Jason Ryan John Scalzadonna 

Len Spina Teddy Trojan Allan Tweedle 
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-82 

 
RESOLUTION APPROVING LOSAP FOR GARWOOD FIRST AID SQUAD 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of 

New Jersey hereby approves the list of members eligible for 2025 LOSAP Benefits from the 

Garwood First Aid Squad. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the names listed below are hereby made part of this 

resolution. 

 

The following members have met the required 90 points under the LOSAP ordinance for full 

payment ($1,748): 

 

Kymm Balinth Eugene Kobliska Sr. Wilson Ng 

Luciane Raibin Joshua Regan Glen Costello 

Stephen Smith Briana Sanchez Jeff Regan 

  

The following members have met the required 70 points under the LOSAP ordinance for half 

payment ($874): 

 

Walter Lutz Anna Dorodnykh 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-83 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING LOSAP BENEFITS CONTRIBUTION 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

WHEREAS, participating volunteer Fire Company and First Aid Squad submitted certified lists 

to the local LOSAP Plan Administrator of those emergency service workers who have met the 

requirements of the plan as outlined in Code of the Borough of Garwood; and 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 26-60, adopted on March 12, 2026 accepted the list of eligible 

members for the Garwood Fire Department and the Administrator directed the list be posted for a 

period of 30 days; and 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 26-61, adopted on March 12, 2026 accepted the list of eligible 

members for the Garwood First Aid Squad and the Administrator directed the list be posted for a 

period of 30 days; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Plan Administrator received no appeals from members of the Garwood 

Fire Department or Garwood First Aid Squad as presented. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby 

authorizes the treasurer to draw a check for the 2025 LOSAP benefits contribution as follows: 

9 members of the Garwood Fire Department at $1,748 each  (Total: $15,732) 

9 members of the Garwood First Aid Squad at $1,748 each  (Total: $15,732) 

2 members of the Garwood First Aid Squad at $864 each (Total: $1,748) 

   Total 2025 Contribution: $33,212 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the amount of $33,212 will be placed in the 2025 

Municipal Budget and a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to Sandy Bruns, CFO. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-84 

 

AUTHORIZE APPOINTMENT OF A NEW POLICE OFFICER 

 

[Sponsored by Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police] 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New 

Jersey, hereby appoints Ahmed Omer as a Step 2 Patrolman in the Garwood Police Department, 

effective April 13, 2026 at an annual salary of $59,930.00, in accordance with P.B.A. Contract 

2023-2026. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that their employment is subject to the terms and conditions of 

employment in the Borough of Garwood, including one-year probation commencing April 13, 

2026. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-85 

 

RESIGNATION OF POLICE OFFICER 

 

[Sponsored by Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police] 

 

WHEREAS, on April 6, 2026, Chief Pridy notified the Borough Administrator that a letter was 

received from Patrol Officer Yaya Coulibaly dated April 1, 2026, advising that they will be 

resigning from their employment with the Borough of Garwood; and 

 

WHEREAS, Officer Coulibaly has advised that their resignation shall be effective April 30, 2026. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 

of Garwood as follows: 

 

1) The Borough of Garwood hereby accepts and relies upon the April 1, 2026 letter of 

resignation from Patrol Officer Yaya Coulibaly. 

2) Effective April 30, 2026, Officer Coulibaly shall have resigned from their position as 

Police Officer with the Borough of Garwood.  
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3) This resolution puts the Police Chief on notice to immediately process this resignation 

and to commence a search for a candidate to fill the position of Police Officer. 

4) This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-86 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT WITH J&R CLEANING AND 

DISINFECTANT SERVICES FOR JANITORIAL SERVICES 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is in need of janitorial services for its building located at 

403 South Avenue., Garwood, NJ 07027; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 24, 2025, the Borough Administrator received a quote from J & R 

Cleaning and Disinfectant Services, LLC, having its place of business at 219 Powder Mill Road, 

Edgewater Park, NJ 08010, and 

 

WHEREAS, on December 5, 2025, the Borough Administrator received an amended proposal 

from the company. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 

of Garwood as follows: 

 

1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an 
agreement with J & R Cleaning and Disinfectant Services, LLC, having its place of 

business at 219 Powder Mill Road, Edgewater Park, NJ 08010 for Janitorial Services 
for Municipal Buildings. 

 

2. The contract shall be awarded for a one (1) year term beginning May 1, 2026 to April 

30, 2027 for an amount of $2,000 per month or $24,000 annually. 
 

3. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this 

resolution and agreement on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

4. A copy of this resolution shall be provided to Sandy Bruns, CFO and J&R Cleaning 
and Disinfectant Services. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-87 

 

A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING APRIL 24, 2026 

AS ARBOR DAY IN THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 

 

[Sponsored by Mayor Jen Blumenstock] 

 

WHEREAS, in 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska Board of Agriculture that a 

special day be set aside for the planting of trees; and  

 

WHEREAS, the holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than a 

million trees in Nebraska; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has appointed a Shade Tree Officer, has created a Shade 

Tree Advisory Board, and has adopted a shade tree ordinance geared toward restoring and 

maintaining its tree lined streets and creating a community forestry program; and 

 

WHEREAS, each year the Borough of Garwood plants trees as a way of teaching its citizens, 

young and young at heart, of the benefit of trees to our environment; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are proud to dedicate Arbor Day to our Residents, 

Employees, Business Owners, Stakeholders and Shade Tree Advisory Board for their 

commitment and dedication to the Borough of Garwood.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we do hereby proclaim Friday, April 24, 2026, 

as “Arbor Day 2026” in the Borough of Garwood. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-88 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TAX ASSESSOR AND THE BOROUGH’S TAX 

APPEAL ATTORNEY TO FILE COUNTERCLAIMS 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that certain taxpayers of Garwood Borough will file tax appeals 

disputing their assessed valuation for the year 2026; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor is of the opinion that certain properties are underassessed and 

that the assessed value of said properties should be increased and not decreased; and 

 

WHEREAS, the law permits a Municipality to counterclaim against the property owner to seek 

an increase in the assessed value with the County Board of Taxation and/or the Tax Court of 

New Jersey to seek an increase in the assessed value. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 

of Garwood that the Tax Assessor and the Tax Appeal Attorney of Garwood Borough, are 

authorized and directed to take whatever steps necessary and appropriate to file counterclaims 
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seeking to raise the assessed value of said properties to the value which the Tax Assessor deems 

to more properly reflect the value of said property for the tax year 2026. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-89 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLL 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 
Bills List can be viewed here 

 

A motion was made by _______________, second by ______________ to adopt Consent Agenda. 

 

Discussion:  

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

A motion was made by ____________________, second by _________________, to adopt 

Resolution # 26-_______. 

 

Discussion:  

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco     Councilman Sureka  ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

NEW BUSINESS: NONE 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: NONE 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The next Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, April 23, 2026 at 

7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 

https://garwood.org/gb_notices 

 

A motion was made by _______________ second by ________________ to adjourn.   

 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 

 

Time:__________  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8220/BILLS_LIST_492026.pdf
https://garwood.org/gb_notices

