
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

AGENDA 

August 13, 2026 
Time: _________ 

Moment of Silence 

Salute to the Flag 

 

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Leader and advertised on November 13, 2025. 

Notice of this meeting has also been posted on the Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin 

board, and filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk informing the public of the time and place 

according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975). 

 

Per P.L. 2025, c.72 all legal ads are now posted on our Borough website under the section titled Legal 

Notices. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

Mayor Blumenstock  ______ 

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco    Councilman Sureka ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

Staff and Professionals:  

John Arthur, Borough Administrator 

Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police 

Victoria Holmes, Borough Attorney 

 

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS: 

 

Reports: 

Report of Borough Attorney 

Report of Borough Administrator 

Report of Mayor Blumenstock 

 

Comments from the Council: 

Councilwoman Annarelli 

Councilwoman Bianco 

Councilwoman Nolde 

Councilman Padusniak 

Councilman Sureka 

Council President Boto 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council held on Thursday, July 23, 2026. 

 

A motion was made by _____________, second by _____________ to accept the Regular Meeting 

Minutes as presented.   

 

All in favor ____, opposed ______?  
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COMMUNICATIONS: 

• Elizabethtown Gas Company 

o Notice of Public Hearing - Pursuant to Section 12 of the Electric Discount & Energy 

Competition Act of 1999 

o Notice of Public Hearing - Approval of Rate Adjustment Pursuant to the Infrastructure 

Investment Program 

o Notice of Public Hearing - Rate Review 

• County of Union 

o Rescheduling of the September 24, 2026 Meeting of the Union County Board of 

County Commissioners to be held on September 17, 2026. 

o Summary of Synopsis of Audit Report 2025 

• Garwood Planning Board 

o January 14, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

o January 28, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

o February 25, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

o March 11, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

o March 25, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

o April 22, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

o June 24, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

 

ORDINANCES FOR PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION: 

 

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance by title only: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-17 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION, NEW 

JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE 

I, ENTITLED “TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, SECTION IX, ENTITLED “PAID PARKING” 

Ordinance Summary: Suspension of paid parking fees/times from December 15 through January 1. 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

Full Ordinance can be viewed here 

Public Comment: 

 

A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to close Public 

Hearing on Ordinance No. 26-17. 

 

All in favor: _________, opposed: _________ 

 

Council Discussion:  

 

A motion was made by ___________________, second by ___________________ to adopt Ordinance No. 

26-17. 

 

  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11767/Elizabethtown_Gas_Company_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_Pursuant_to_Section_12_of_the_Elect.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11767/Elizabethtown_Gas_Company_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_Pursuant_to_Section_12_of_the_Elect.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11766/Elizabethtown_Gas_Company_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_Approval_of_Rate_Adjustment_Pursuan.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11766/Elizabethtown_Gas_Company_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_Approval_of_Rate_Adjustment_Pursuan.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11768/Elizabethtown_Gas_Company_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_Rate_Review_8262026.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11764/County_of_Union_Public_Notice.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11764/County_of_Union_Public_Notice.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11765/County_of_Union_Summary_of_Synopsis_of_Audit_Report_2025.pdf
https://garwood.org/vertical/sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/1_14_2026_PB_MINUTES.pdf
https://garwood.org/uploads/dm/11602/January_28_2026_Planning_Board_Meeting_Minutes
https://garwood.org/uploads/dm/11600/February_25_2026_Planning_Board_Meeting_Minutes
https://garwood.org/uploads/dm/11603/March_11_2026_Planning_Board_Meeting_Minutes
https://garwood.org/uploads/dm/11604/March_25_2026_Planning_Board_Meeting_Minutes
https://garwood.org/uploads/dm/11605/April_22_2026_Planning_Board_Meeting_Minutes
https://garwood.org/uploads/dm/11606/June_24_2026_Planning_Board_Meeting_Minutes
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11424/2617_Parking_Suspension_Paid_Parking_Holiday.pdf
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ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco    Councilman Sureka ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 

 

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Council President Boto, Chair 

 

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Padusniak, Chair 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilwoman Bianco, Chair 

 

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilman Sureka, Chair 

 

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilwoman Nolde, Chair  

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair 

 

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde 

 

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Council President Boto 

 

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock 

 

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Sureka 

 

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco 

 

 

OFFICER’S REPORTS:   

 

Code Enforcement and Rental Property Administrator - July 2026 Report 

Zoning Enforcement Officer – July 2026 Report 

 

A motion was made by ____________, second by ______________ to accept Officer’s reports. 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 

 

  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11854/Code_Enforcement_and_Rental_Property_Administrators_July_2026_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11855/Zoning_Enforcement_Officers_July_2026_Report.pdf


Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

August 13, 2026 

Page 4 of 9  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   

 

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, and 

state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A motion was made by ____________, second by ______________ to close public comment. 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with 

a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of 

funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda 

items will be reflected in the full minutes. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-144 

 

AUTHORIZE REFUND FOR OVERPAYMENT OF 

3RD QUARTER PROPERTY TAX 

 

[Sponsored by Sandy Bruns, Borough CFO / Tax Collector] 

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has received a third quarter tax payment from a lender in excess of 

the amount due. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 

hereby approve the CFO/Treasurer to issue a refund check for the tax overpayment on the following 

property: 

 

PROPERTY OWNER  ADDRESS   BLOCK/LOT     AMOUNT 

SEMPLE, K & ROMANO, T  91 THIRD AVE       206/3    $3,233.27 

 

REFUND TO: 

LERETA LLC 

ATTN: CENTRAL REFUNDS 

901 CORPORATE CENTER DRIVE 

POMONA, CA  91768 

 

AMOUNT TO BE REFUNDED:  $3,233.27 
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-145 

 

AUTHORIZING THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 

MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY SERVICES FROM CLEARY GIACOBBE ALFIERI JACOBS, 

LLC TO CLEARY GIACOBBE ALFIERI JACOBS LAGANA, LLC 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“the Borough”) has an existing contract with Cleary Giacobbe 

Alfieri Jacobs, LLC (“the Firm”) for professional services for Municipal Attorney expiring on 

December 31, 2026; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough previously entered into a contract with the Firm for professional municipal 

attorney services commencing January 1, 2026, pursuant to the New Jersey Public Contracts Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received formal notice that the Firm will be operating under a new name 

of Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri Jacobs Lagana, LLC. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood 

hereby consent to the assignment of the contract for professional municipal attorney services from 

Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri Jacobs, LLC to Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri Jacobs Lagana, LLC, effective 

immediately; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Borough Administrator and Borough Clerk are 

authorized to execute any documents necessary to effectuate the assignment. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-146 

 

AUTHORIZING THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL 

LABOR ATTORNEY SERVICES FROM CLEARY GIACOBBE ALFIERI JACOBS, LLC 

TO CLEARY GIACOBBE ALFIERI JACOBS LAGANA, LLC 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“the Borough”) has an existing contract with Cleary Giacobbe 

Alfieri Jacobs, LLC (“the Firm”) for professional services for Labor Attorney expiring on December 

31, 2026; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough previously entered into a contract with the Firm for professional labor 

attorney services commencing January 1, 2026, pursuant to the New Jersey Public Contracts Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has received formal notice that the Firm will be operating under a new name 

of Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri Jacobs Lagana, LLC. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood 

hereby consent to the assignment of the contract for professional labor attorney services from Cleary 

Giacobbe Alfieri Jacobs, LLC to Cleary Giacobbe Alfieri Jacobs Lagana, LLC, effective immediately; 

and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, Borough Administrator and Borough Clerk are 

authorized to execute any documents necessary to effectuate the assignment. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-147 

 

AMEND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES – ADDITIONAL FEES $45,000.00 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator/Qualified Purchasing Agent] 

 

WHEREAS, on August 28, 2025, Borough Council adopted Resolution #26-167 authorizing 

professional services agreement with Emazzanti Technologies for professional Information 

Technology (IT) services to support municipal operations and ensure the security and efficiency of its 

digital infrastructure in an amount not to exceed $30,000.00, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Qualified Purchasing Agent advises that the contract needs to be increased 

by $45,000.00 to account for several technology-based projects, including but not limited to, 

installation and upgrades to new computers in the police department, cyber security, upgrades to the 

video and sound system in council chambers, and ongoing help desk tickets for all borough 

departments, for a total contract amount not to exceed $75,000.00, and 

 

WHEREAS, funds in the amount not to exceed an additional $45,000.00 will be certified from various 

accounts. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE 

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD: 

 

1. That the contract amount for professional services with Emazzanti Technologies, located at 

701 Grand Street, Hoboken, New Jersey 07030, be increased in the amount of $45,000.00 as 

described above, for a total contract amount not to exceed $75,000.00. 

2. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to publish a notice of contract 

amendment as required by law. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-148 

 

AWARDING CONTRACT FOR 2026 FOOD CONCESSION STAND 

LOCATED AT THE GARWOOD SPORTS AND RECREATION COMPLEX 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator/Qualified Purchasing Agent] 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is in need of a Food Concessions Operator for the Concessions 

Stand located at the Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Administrator / Qualified Purchasing Agent received a quote from 

MAMA MEDA KITCHEN, LLC, having its place of business at 293 Country Club Lane, Scotch 

Plains, NJ 07076, and 

 



Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

August 13, 2026 

Page 7 of 9  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE 

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD: 

 

1. That the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute an 
agreement with MAMA MEDA KITCHEN, LLC, having its place of business at 293 
Country Club Lane, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 for Concessionaire Services for the 
Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex. 

2. The contract shall be awarded for a one (1) year term effective September 1, 2026 to 
August 31, 2027 at no cost. 

3. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to maintain this 
resolution and agreement on file in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-149 

 

AUTHORIZE REFUND FOR OVERPAYMENT OF 

3RD QUARTER PROPERTY TAX 

 

[Sponsored by Sandy Bruns, Borough CFO / Tax Collector] 

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has received third quarter tax payments from a lender in excess of the 

amount due. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 

hereby approve the CFO/Treasurer to issue a refund check for the tax overpayment on the following 

property: 

 

PROPERTY OWNER  ADDRESS           BLOCK/LOT            AMOUNT 

MCLANE, MICHAEL/NICHOLAS 416 OAK STREET  202/19           $3,347.62 

MAGJUNI, QAZIM/ILONA  264 HEMLOCK AVE  610/13.01          $4,243.99 

 

REFUND TO: 

CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUNDS 

PO BOX 9202 

COPPELL, TX  75019-9760 

 

AMOUNT TO BE REFUNDED:  $7,591.61 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-150 

 

AUTHORIZE HIRING OF PER DIEM DISPATCHER - NAVARRO 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, Department of the Police is in need of a Civilian Police 

Dispatcher as defined in Chapter 34, Police Department, Article VI, Section 37-40 of the Code of the 

Borough of Garwood; and 
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WHEREAS, the Civilian Police Dispatcher shall serve at the pleasure of the Mayor and Council under 

the direction of Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police in the Department of the Police. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby hires 

Kyle Navarro as Civilian Police Dispatcher. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood that Kyle Navarro, shall 

be compensated $20.00 per hour as Civilian Police Dispatcher, Probationary Class, effective August 

14, 2026, for a maximum of up to 29 hours per week. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a one-year probation period begins upon appointment. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-151 

 

AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD: 

that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when properly signed 

and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

A motion was made by ________________, second by ______________ to adopt the Consent Agenda. 

 

Discussion:  

 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco    Councilman Sureka ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

Discussion:  

 

 

A motion was made by ____________________, second by _________________ to adopt Resolution 

# 26-_______. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli ______  Councilman Padusniak ______ 

Councilwoman Bianco    Councilman Sureka ______ 

Councilwoman Nolde  ______  Council President Boto ______ 

 

  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11863/BILLS_LIST_8132026.pdf
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NEW BUSINESS:  

 

New Application for Municipal Boards, Commissions and Committees 

 Samuel Chan, Green Team  

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The next Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, August 27, 2026 at 

7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website: 

https://garwood.org  

 

A motion was made by _______________ second by ________________ to adjourn.   

 

All in favor ______, opposed _____? 

 

Time:__________  


