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BOROUGH of GARWOOD  

PLANNING BOARD 

   

                                           MEETING of  March 25, 2026 
 

Chair Greet opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m. and read the following: 

 
Pursuant to the Open Public Meeting Law, this is to state for the record that adequate notice of 

this meeting has been provided to the public by publication in the Westfield Leader in January 

2026 and by filing of said notice in the office of the Municipal Clerk. This is a regularly 

scheduled meeting of the Board.  

 

Flag Salute – Moment of Silence 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor Jen Blumenstock, Councilwoman Stephanie Bianco, Stephen Greet, Kathleen 

Villaggio, Steve Barcan, William Nierstedt, Mary Ann Hay, Craig McCarrick, David Beyers (Alt. I), 

Keith Mason, Alt. II, Brian DiMaria, Alt. III & Thomas J. Bianco Alt. IV  

Absent:  None 

Excused: None 

Also present were Board Attorney Donald Fraser, Gabe Bailer, P.P present for Board Consultant 

Victor Vinegra, P.E., P.P.  and Board Secretary Adele Lewis. 

 

MINUTES 

• MINUTES OF THE MARCH 11, 2026 PLANNING BOARD MEETING  
On a motion by Mayor Blumenstock and seconded by Kathy Villaggio, the Board voted by 

general consent to adopt the minutes of the March 11, 2026 Planning Board meeting as revised by 

Ms. Villaggio. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Garwood 2026 Circulation Element of the Master Plan prepared by Harbor Consultants.  
Gabe Bailer, P.P was present and stated that this Plan has been in the works for quite some time 

with a few revisions along the way. The subcommittee solicited much public comments and have 

made several edits to the Plan throughout the ensuing months.  

The Board suggested further corrections and revisions: 

 

Mr. Fraser noted that Garwood is not the smallest municipality in Union County as listed in the 

Plan and that the smallest municipality in Union County is Winfield Park.  
 
Ms. Hay stated that Section 2.9 Transit on Page 26 regarding the frequency of trains and buses is 

not accurate. She noted there is no reference to the 113X Bus which is express to NYC during 

peak rush hour both into the city and leaving the city in the evening. 
This rush hour schedule includes 5:00am-8:30am heading into the city and 4:00pm-9:30pm 

departure from the city. She added these buses stop every 15-20 minutes along North Avenue. 

 As a regular commuter, Ms. Hay stated the train schedule has been and concluded there are 

significantly more weekly boardings than are referenced in the document. Mr. Bailer noted he 

will make the revisions. 

Mr. Mason noted that Boxcar also provides a bus service in Garwood, which is a private service. 
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Mr. Barcan noted that it is not apparent where public parking is located and recommended clearer 

signage. Mayor Blumenstock stated there is signage within the parking lot but maybe Vermella 

can post outward facing signage. Mr. Barcan also noted that parking within a certain number of 

feet near driveways should be restricted, as in other municipalities. 

 

Chair Greet noted that there is grant money for adding sidewalks. He would like to see that 

highlighted and added that Brookside Place/Fourth Ave. is in need of sidewalks for safety.  

Mayor Blumenstock stated that they will be looking at all areas in town without sidewalks and 

create a priority list.  

Mr. Beyers inquired about the funding opportunities.  

Mr. Nierstedt stated he would like it noted the electric vehicle charging stations in town are all 

privately owned, and it should be noted currently there are no public charging stations. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue inquired if the retail parking in Vermella should be 

referenced within the Plan. He inquired about adding center lines in roadways to assist seniors.  

Laura Thompson, 320 Pine Ave., stated the YMCA is no longer located in Washington School. 

She inquired about a traffic study and recommended additional signalized crosswalks at East 

Street and Myrtle Avenue, Center Street and Beech Avenue, and Pine Avenue and East Street. 
She asked about the nature of the motor vehicle and bike/pedestrian accidents referenced in the 

Plan. She questioned the Flood map, which Mr. Bailer stated comes directly from FEMA.  

 
On a motion Kathy Villaggio and seconded by Councilwoman Bianco, the Board voted 

Affirmative: (9) Mayor Blumenstock, Councilwoman Bianco, Stephen Greet, Kathleen Villaggio, 

William Nierstedt, Steve Barcan, Mary Ann Hay, Craig McCarrick, David Beyers, Negative (0) to 

adopt the Garwood 2026 Circulation Element dated March 2026 with the revisions identified 

throughout the meeting. 

Mr. Bailer will circulate a clean copy of the adopted Plan shortly. 

 

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
Food truck draft ordinance  

Bicycle Parking draft ordinance 

The Ordinance discussions were postponed until the April meeting. Ms. Villaggio stated that 

Food Truck ordinance is being reviewed by the Health Dept. prior to the Planning Board review 

in April. Mr. Nierstedt will circulate the Bicycle Parking draft ordinance soon. 

 

CLAIMS 
Donald Fraser for legal services for March 11 & 25, 2026 in the amount of $2050.00 
 

INVITATION TO ADDRESS THE BOARD 
Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue thanked Harbor Consultants for the Circulation Plan 

which was prepared within the Borough’s budget. 

 

ADJOURNMENT   
There being no further business, the Board adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board is April 22, 2026. 

            Respectfully Submitted,  

              Adele C. Lewis, Board Secretary 


