BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL

AGENDA
July 23, 2026
Time:
Moment of Silence
Salute to the Flag

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to The Leader and advertised on November 13, 2025.
Notice of this meeting has also been posted on the Municipal website, the Municipal public bulletin
board, and filed in the office of the Municipal Clerk informing the public of the time and place
according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 241, P.L. 1975).

Per P.L. 2025, ¢.72 all legal ads are now posted on our Borough website under the section titled Legal
Notices.

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blumenstock

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak
Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka
Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

Staff and Professionals:

John Arthur, Borough Administrator
Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police
Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney
Mike Disko, Borough Engineer

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS:

Proclamation
Saint Anne’s Centennial Anniversary, presented by Mayor Blumenstock

Reports:
Report of Borough Attorney

Report of Borough Administrator
Report of Mayor Blumenstock

Mike Disko, Borough Engineer

Comments from the Council:
Councilwoman Annarelli
Councilwoman Bianco
Councilwoman Nolde
Councilman Padusniak
Councilman Sureka

Council President Boto
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APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council held on Thursday, June 25, 2026.

A motion was made by , second by to accept the Regular Meeting
Minutes as presented.

All in favor , opposed ?

COMMUNICATIONS:

Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority — June 18, 2026 Meeting Minutes
County of Union - 2026 Kids Recreation Trust & Greening Union County Grants
Town of Westfield - Notice of Public Hearing on Ordinance 2026-15 RE: 18 Stoneleigh Park

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION:

Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-17

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, ARTICLE
I, ENTITLED “TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, SECTION IX, ENTITLED “PAID PARKING”
Ordinance Summary: Suspension of paid parking fees/times from December 15 through January 1.

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

Full Ordinance can be viewed here

A motion was made by , second by to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-17. Hearing will take place at the August 13, 2026 Borough Council Meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak
Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka
Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:

FINANCE AND PERSONNEL: Council President Boto, Chair

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Padusniak, Chair

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilwoman Bianco, Chair

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilman Sureka, Chair

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilwoman Nolde, Chair



https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11420/20_Minutes_061826_Regular_Meeting.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11421/County_of_Union_2026_Kids_Rec_Trust_Greening_Union_County_Grants.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11426/Westfield_Notice_of_Public_Hearing_on_Ordinance_202615_RE_18_Stoneleigh_Park.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11424/2617_Parking_Suspension_Paid_Parking_Holiday.pdf
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair

LIBRARY., MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Council President Boto

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Sureka

PLANNING BOARD LIAISON: Councilwoman Bianco

OFFICER’S REPORTS:

e June 2026 Code Enforcement Report

e June 2026 Zoning Code Enforcement Report

A motion was made by , second by to accept Officer’s reports.

All in favor , opposed ?

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, and
state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

A motion was made by , second by to close public comment.

All in favor , opposed ?


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11422/Code_Enforcement_Report_June_2026.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11427/Zoning_Enforcement_Officer_Report_June_2026.pdf
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CONSENT AGENDA:

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with
a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of
funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda
items will be reflected in the full minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-132

APPOINTING PART TIME DPW EMPLOYEE - D. RAMOS
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

WHEREAS, Dan Ramos has been employed by the Borough of Garwood as a part-time seasonal
employee in the Department of Public Works since January 5, 2026, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Ramos has demonstrated a strong work ethic, reliability and commitment to the
Borough of Garwood.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood,
County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoints Dan Ramos, as a temporary part-time employee
in the Department of Public Works, effective July 6, 2026 at a salary of $21.00 per hour, for a maximum
of up to 25 hours per week.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that effective July 27, 2026, the Borough Council of the Borough
of Garwood hereby appoints Dan Ramos, as a permanent part-time employee in the Department of
Public Works, at a salary of $21.00 per hour, for a maximum of up to 25 hours per week.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a one-year probationary period begins upon appointment.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon approval of the Superintendent of Public Works, or his
designee, that additional hours may be worked for special projects and emergency purposes.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-133

AMEND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR 2026 BOND ATTORNEY
SERVICES - ADDITIONAL FEES $20,000.00

[Sponsored by Sandy Bruns, CFO/Treasurer]

WHEREAS, on January 6, 2026, the Borough Council adopted Resolution #26-07 authorizing
professional services agreement with Steven L. Rogut, Esq., of Rogut, McCarthy, Troy, LLC for 2026
Bond Counsel services in an amount not to exceed $10,000.00, and

WHEREAS, the CFO advises that due the costs of the bond sale the contract needs to be increased by
$20,000.00 to account for the work and other contracted services for the remainder of the year for a
total contract amount not to exceed $30,000.00, and
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WHEREAS, funds in the amount not to exceed an additional $20,000.00 will be certified from various
capital accounts.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD:

1. That the contract amount for professional services with Steven L. Rogut, Esq., of Rogut,
McCarthy, Troy, LLC, 37 Alden Street, Cranford, NJ 07016-2106, be increased in the amount
of $20,000.00 as described above, for a total contract amount not to exceed $30,000.00.

2. That the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized and directed to publish a notice of contract
amendment as required by law.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-134

AUTHORIZE AMEND BUDGET - CHAPTER 159
2026 RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT PROGRAM

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services
may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality
when such items shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at
the time of the adoption of the budget; and

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal
amount;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby
requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in
the budget of the year 2026 in the sum of $3,030.02 which item is now available as a revenue from the
2026 RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT PROGRAM, in the amount of $3,030.02.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $3,030.02 is hereby appropriated under the caption
of “2026 RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT PROGRAM”.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-135

AUTHORIZE AMEND BUDGET - CHAPTER 159
2026 AARP COMMUNITY CHALLENGE GRANT PROGRAM

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services
may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality
when such items shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at
the time of the adoption of the budget; and
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WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal
amount;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby
requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in
the budget of the year 2026 in the sum of $15,000.00 which item is now available as a revenue from
the 2026 AARP COMMUNITY CHALLENGE GRANT PROGRAM, in the amount of $15,000.00.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $15,000.00 is hereby appropriated under the caption
of “2026 AARP COMMUNITY CHALLENGE GRANT PROGRAM”.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-136

AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION AND SUBMISSION OF THE
2026 KIDS RECREATION TRUST FUND GRANT

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

WHEREAS, the Union County Board of County Commissioners is accepting grant applications
through the 2026 Kids Recreation Trust Fund; and

WHEREAS, the creation of the Union County Kids Recreation Trust Fund expands recreational
opportunities for children and all residents in Union County by providing matching dollar-for dollar
grants; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood seeks to make improvements to the Garwood Sports and
Recreation Complex Turf Sports Field; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood wishes to request $40,000.00 from the Union County Kids
Recreation Trust Fund and pledges $40,000.00 as a match.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood approves
the grant application for the above stated project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proper Borough Officials are hereby authorized to submit
said grant application to the Union County Board of County Commissioners on behalf of the Borough
of Garwood.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to sign the
grant agreement assurances on behalf of the Borough of Garwood, and that their signature constitutes
acceptance of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant
agreement.
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-137

AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION AND SUBMISSION OF THE
2026 GREENING UNION COUNTY GRANT

[Sponsored by Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOQOD:

1. That the proper Borough Officials be and they are hereby authorized to execute a 2026
Greening Union County grant application, which requires a 50% matching planting program
in conjunction with the Borough’s fall and spring tree supply and installation efforts.

2. That if the grant is awarded, funds for the required cash match in the amount of the potential
$5,000.00 grant will be certified upon inclusion in and adoption of the 2027 operating budget.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-138

AUTHORIZE THE SUBMISSION OF THE NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 2027 MUNICIPAL AID GRANT APPLICATION
AND EXECUTE AGREEMENT

[Sponsored by Mike Disko, Borough Engineer]

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Transportation’s Municipal Aid Grant Program provides
grant funds to municipalities who are committed to advancing projects that enhance safety, renew
aging infrastructure and supports the State's economy with new transportation opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood wishes to submit an application to the NJ DOT FY-2027
Municipal Aid Program for LA-2027 Garwood Borough Resurfacing Project for sections of East
Street, Locust Avenue and Oak Street.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood,
County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the submission the NJ DOT FY-2027
Municipal Aid Grant Application to the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the LA-2027
Garwood Borough Resurfacing Project for sections of East Street, Locust Avenue and Oak Street.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proper Borough Officials are hereby authorized to sign the
grant agreement on behalf of the Borough of Garwood, and that their signature constitutes acceptance
of the terms and conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the same.
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-139

CERTIFY 2025 AUDIT REVIEW
[Sponsored by Sandy Bruns, CFO/Treasurer]

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an annual
audit of its books, accounts and financial transactions, and

WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2025 has been filed by a Registered Municipal
Accountant with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-6, and a copy has been received by
each member of the governing body; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to
prescribe reports pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that
the governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance Board of the
State of New Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections
of the annual audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations; and

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, as a minimum, the Annual
Report of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments and
Recommendations, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto;
and

WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later than
forty-five days after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and

WHEREAS,; all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves with,
at least, the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated
aforesaid and have subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board; and

WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the State of New
Jersey may subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of N.J.S.A.
52:27BB-52, to wit:

A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a date fixed for
compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local
Government Services), under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more than one thousand dollars
($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in addition shall forfeit

his office.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood,
hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby submit a certified copy of
this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said compliance.


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7B7F1088A0-CEC9-4505-80EE-1DF1BF7DFFBD%7D/uploads/2025_Audit_Report_-_Garwood.pdf
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RESOLUTION NO. 26-140

AWARD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT TO
M. DISKO ASSOCIATES FOR THE GARWOOD DRAINAGE STUDY

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood desires to improve upon the drainage
systems within the Borough; and

WHEREAS, the services of a Professional Engineering firm will be needed to complete the proposed
Garwood Drainage Study project; and

WHEREAS, the firm of M. Disko Associates, 151 W Sumner Ave, Kenilworth, NJ 07033 submitted
a proposal dated June 8, 2026 for engineering services associated with this drainage improvement study
in the amount of $43,100.00; and

WHEREAS, the firm of M. Disko Associates has been serving as the Borough’s Municipal Engineer
and the Borough Administrator recommends their services be obtained in connection with the drainage
study as set forth in their proposal; and

WHEREAS, this work is considered a professional service which does not require competitive
bidding per N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i); and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood as
follows:

1. That a professional services contract be awarded to M. Disko Associates, 151 W Sumner
Ave, Kenilworth, NJ 07033 to perform the services for the Garwood Drainage Study in
accordance with its proposal dated June 8, 2026 in the amount not to exceed $43,100.00.

2. The award of this contract be subject to the Borough Treasurer executing the appropriate
Certification of Funds.

3. The contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” in
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a). The Mayor and
Borough Administrator are hereby authorized to sign said contract.

4. The Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to public notice of this award as required by law.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-141

CHURCH OF SAINT ANNE’S 100™ ANNIVERSARY
[Sponsored by Mayor Jen Blumenstock]
WHEREAS, the Church of Saint Anne in Garwood, New Jersey, proudly celebrates its Centennial

Anniversary, marking one hundred years of faith, service, fellowship, and dedication to the
community; and


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11423/Drainage_PROPOSAL_Garwood_682026.pdf
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WHEREAS, founded in 1926, the Church of Saint Anne has served as a home for generations of
parishioners, providing worship, education, and compassionate outreach to countless individuals and
families throughout Garwood and the surrounding communities; and

WHEREAS, for a century, the parish has fostered a strong tradition of faith, hope, and charity,
inspiring its members to serve others and strengthen the bonds of community through acts of kindness,
stewardship, and devotion; and

WHEREAS, the Church of Saint Anne has played an integral role in the Borough of Garwood,
enriching the community through its ministries, educational programs, charitable endeavors, and
commitment to welcoming all who walk through their doors; and

WHEREAS, this centennial milestone provides an opportunity to honor the vision and sacrifices of
the clergy, parish leaders, and volunteers whose dedication and perseverance have sustained and
strengthened the parish throughout the past one hundred years; and

WHEREAS, the celebration of this historic anniversary not only commemorates a remarkable legacy
but also affirms a continued commitment to serving future generations with the same spirit of faith,
compassion, and community that has characterized the Church of Saint Anne since its founding.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood
recognizes and celebrates the 100th Anniversary of the Church of Saint Anne and extends their heartfelt
congratulations and best wishes to its clergy, parishioners, and all those who have contributed to its
enduring mission.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this centennial celebration serves as a testament to the lasting

impact of the Church of Saint Anne and its unwavering commitment to faith, service, and community
for the past century and for generations to come.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-142

AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF BILLS (6/22/2026 to 07/07/2026)
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD:

that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when properly signed
and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-143

AUTHORIZE PAYMENT OF BILLS
[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD:


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11425/BILLS_LIST_792026.pdf
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that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when properly signed
and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA:

A motion was made by , second by to adopt the Consent Agenda.
Discussion:

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak

Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka

Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:

Discussion:

A motion was made by , second by _to adopt Resolution
#26- .

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Annarelli Councilman Padusniak
Councilwoman Bianco Councilman Sureka
Councilwoman Nolde Council President Boto

NEW BUSINESS:

ADJOURNMENT:

The next Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, August 13, 2026 at
7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website:
https://garwood.org

A motion was made by second by to adjourn.

All in favor , opposed ?

Time:


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/11450/BILLS_LIST_7232026.pdf

