
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

June 11, 2026 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Blumenstock at 7:00 PM and called for a moment of 

silence followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Mayor Blumenstock then read the adequate notice of compliance statement. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk called the roll. 

 

 Present:  Councilmembers Annarelli, Bianco, Nolde, Padusniak, Sureka and Council 

President Boto 

 

Absent:    None 

 

Also in attendance were Mayor Blumenstock, staff members Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police; Mike 

Disko, Borough Engineer; Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk and Adam Abramson, Borough 

Attorney. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS: 

 

Reports: 

Report of Borough Administrator 

- On behalf of Borough Administrator Arthur, Borough Clerk Kotiga read from a 

prepared statement, hereto attached. 

Report of Borough Engineer 

- Borough Engineer Disko, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

Report of Mayor Blumenstock 

- Mayor Blumenstock read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

 

Comments from the Council: 

Councilwoman Nolde read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

Councilman Padusniak read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

 

MINUTES: 

 

Minutes of the regular and closed session meetings of the Mayor and Council held on Thursday, 

May 14, 2026. 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto seconded by Councilmember Annarelli to accept 

the Regular and Closed Session Meeting Minutes as presented.  All were and favor and none were 

opposed. 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Mayor and Council held on Thursday, May 28, 2026. 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Annarelli seconded by Councilmember Bianco to accept 

the Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  All were and favor and none were opposed. 

 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10557/6.11.26_Administrators_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10559/6112026_ENGINEERING_AGENDA.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10554/06112026_Mayors_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10560/06112026_Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10555/06112026_Padusniak.pdf
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COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

County of Union – Request Cooperative Agreement for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 

 

RECEIVED AND FILED 

 

ORDINANCES: 

 

FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

The Borough Clerk read Ordinance No. 26-16 by title only: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-16 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION, NEW 

JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 106, ENTITLED “LAND USE”, ARTICLE VIII, 

ENTITLED “ZONING REGULATIONS”, SECTION 100, ENTITLED “EATING AND 

DRINKING ESTABLISHMENTS” AND ADDING A NEW SUBSECTION ENTITLED 

“MOBILE RETAIL FOOD FACILITIES” 

 
Memo from Planning Board 

Full Ordinance can be viewed here 

 

Public Comment: 

The following members of the public commented on Ordinance 26-16: 

Bruce Paterson, Willow Avenue 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Bianco seconded by Councilmember Sureka to close Public 

Hearing on Ordinance No. 26-16. All were and favor and none were opposed. 

 

The Mayor and Borough Clerk Kotiga responded to questions raised during public comment regarding 

food trucks. 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto seconded by Councilmember Bianco to adopt 

Ordinance No. 26-16. The Borough Clerk then called the roll. All were and favor and none were 

opposed. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 

 

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilman Sureka, Chair, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

 

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilwoman Nolde, Chair, read from a prepared 

statement, hereto attached. 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9492/County_of_Union_Shared_Services_Agreement_for_Fiscal_Year_20262027.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8976/Memo_Re_PB_review_of_food_truck_ordinance.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8984/2616_Food_Truck.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10556/06112026_Sureka_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10560/06112026_Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf


Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

June 11, 2026 

Page 3 of 6  

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair, read from a prepared 

statement, hereto attached. 

 

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde read from a prepared 

statement, hereto attached. 

 

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock read from a prepared 

statement, hereto attached. 

 

OFFICER’S REPORTS:   

 

• May 2026 Property Maintenance Code Enforcement Officer Monthly Report 

• May 2026 Zoning Code Enforcement Officer Monthly Report 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Annarelli seconded by Councilmember Nolde to accept 

Officer’s reports. All were and favor and none were opposed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 

and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 

 

Bruce Paterson, Willow Avenue, asked several questions and made comments regarding 

the following: Resolution 26-118 and 26-119, current debt, sidewalks on South Avenue, 

2025 audit. 

 

Johnny Prichard, Spruce Avenue, shared his support for local Rescue, Police and Fire 

Departments and for re-opening previously closed hospitals. 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto seconded by Councilmember Annarelli to close 

public comment. All were and favor and none were opposed. 

 

The Mayor and Borough Attorney Abramson responded to questions and comments made during 

public comment  

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 

with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 

Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 

all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-118 

AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT 

WITH JONATHAN PRIDY 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood desires to enter into an employment agreement (“Agreement”) 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10562/06112026_Council_Annarelli_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10560/06112026_Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10554/06112026_Mayors_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9493/May_2026_Property_Maintenance_Code_Enforcement_Officers_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9495/May_2026_Zoning_Officers_Report.pdf
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with Jonathan Pridy for his employment as Chief of Police of the Borough of Garwood Police 

Department (hereinafter referred to as the "Borough"); and 

 

WHEREAS, both the Borough and Chief Pridy agree that it is appropriate to enter into an Agreement 

in order to provide benefits and conditions of employment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood has been afforded an opportunity to 

review the Agreement; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood 

hereby authorizes the Agreement between the Borough of Garwood and Jonathan Pridy in order to 

provide benefits and conditions of employment and further authorizes the Mayor, Borough 

Administrator and Borough Clerk to execute the same. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-119 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK OF THE 

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF 

UNION TO MODIFY THE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT DATED JUNE 2014, AS 

AMENDED JULY 2017 

 

WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to the County of Union under Title I of 

the Housing and Community Development Block Grant Act of 1974, as amended, commonly known 

as the Community Development Block Grant Program; and 

 

WHEREAS, certain Federal funds are potentially available to the County of Union under Title II of 

the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, commonly known as the HOME Investment Partnership 

program; and 

 

WHEREAS, substantial Federal funds provided through subtitle B of Title IV of the McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Assistance Act commonly known as the Emergency Solutions Grants program (ESG) are 

allocated to prevent homelessness and to enable homeless individuals and families to move toward 

independent living; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend an existing Cooperative Agreement for the County of Union and 

its people to benefit from this program; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough of Garwood and the County of Union in 

cooperation with each other to enter into a modification of the existing Cooperative Agreement 

pursuant to N.J.S .A. 40A:65-1 et seq; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Governing Body of the Borough of 

Garwood that the agreement entitled "COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

COUNTY OF UNION AND CERTAIN MUNICIPALITIES FOR CONDUCTING CERTAIN 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES," dated June 2014, as amended July 2017 for the 

Purpose of Inserting a Description of Activities for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 of the Union County 

Community Development Block Grant program, the HOME Investment Partnership program, and the 

Emergency Shelter Grant program (ESG), a copy of which is attached hereto; be executed by the Mayor 

and Municipal Clerk in accordance with the provisions of law; 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-120 

AMEND BUDGET – CHAPTER 159 – NEW JERSEY AMERICAN WATER 2026 

VOLUNTEER FIRE AND EMS GRANT 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services 

may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or Municipality 

when such items shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at 

the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal 

amount. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby 

requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in 

the budget of the year 2026 in the sum of $2,185.00 which item is now available as a revenue from the 

New Jersey American Water 2026 Volunteer Fire and EMS Grant, in the amount of $2,185.00. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $2,185.00 is hereby appropriated under the caption 

of “New Jersey American Water 2026 Volunteer Fire and EMS Grant”. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-121 

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLL 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD: 

 

that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when properly signed 

and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 

 

Payment of Bills 

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Annarelli seconded by Councilmember Sureka to adopt 

the Consent Agenda. All were in favor and none were opposed. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The next Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, June 25, 2026 at 

7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website. 

 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9491/61126_BILLS_LIST.pdf


Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

June 11, 2026 

Page 6 of 6 

Upon motion of Council President Boto seconded by Councilmember Bianco the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:44pm. All were and favor and none were opposed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nicole M. Kotiga 

Borough Clerk 

MINUTES ATTACHMENTS: 

• Mayor Blumenstock’s Report

• Administrator’s Report

• Engineer’s Report

• Councilmember Nolde’s Comments

• Councilmember Padusniak’s Comments

• Councilmember Sureka’s Comments

• Councilmember Annarelli’s Comments

Approved at the June 25, 2026 Council Meeting

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10554/06112026_Mayors_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10557/6.11.26_Administrators_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10559/6112026_ENGINEERING_AGENDA.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10560/06112026_Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10555/06112026_Padusniak.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10556/06112026_Sureka_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/10562/06112026_Council_Annarelli_Comments.pdf

