
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

May 28, 2026 
 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Blumenstock at 7:00 PM and called for a moment of 

silence followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Mayor Blumenstock then read the adequate notice of compliance statement. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk called the roll. 

 

 Present:  Councilmembers Annarelli, Bianco, Nolde, Padusniak, Sureka and Council 

President Boto 

 

Absent:    None 

 

Also in attendance were Mayor Blumenstock, staff members John Arthur, Borough Administrator; 

Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police; Mike Disko, Borough Engineer; Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk 

and Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS: 

 

Reports: 

Report of Borough Administrator 

- Borough Administrator Arthur, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

Report of Borough Engineer 

- Borough Engineer Disko, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

Report of Mayor Blumenstock 

- Mayor Blumenstock read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

 

Comments from the Council: 

Councilwoman Bianco read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

Councilwoman Nolde read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

Councilman Padusniak read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

 

MINUTES: 

 

Deferred to June 11, 2026 Council Meeting 

 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

Notice of Union County Housing Choice Voucher Program Rescheduled to Monday, June 1, 2026 

 

RECEIVED AND FILED 

  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9486/5.28.26_Administrators_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9483/05282026_Engineers_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9484/05282026_Mayors_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9502/05282026_Councilmember_Biancos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9501/05282026_Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9489/05282026_Councilmember_Padusniaks_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8977/Updated_Section_8_Waiting_List_Public_Notice.pdf
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ORDINANCES: 

 

FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

The Borough Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-13 by title only: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-13 

 
BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC 

IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT 

EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS 

EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS 

AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF 

UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $520,000 TO PAY THE 

COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF 

BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF 

BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS. 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 
  

Full Ordinance can be viewed here 

 

Public Comment 

The following members of the public commented on Ordinance 26-13: 

John Bartlick, Hemlock Avenue 

Bruce Paterson, Willow Avenue 

Laura Thompson, Pine Avenue 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Nolde, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco to close Public 

Hearing on Ordinance No. 26-13. All were in favor and none were opposed. 

 

The Mayor responded to questions and comments made during the public comment portion of the 

hearing for Ordinance 26-13. 

 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, second by Council President Boto to adopt 

Ordinance No. 26-13. The Borough Clerk then called the roll. All were and favor and none were 

opposed. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

 

  

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8771/2613_BOND_ORDINANCE_Various_Improvements_520.pdf
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The Borough Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-14 by title only: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-14 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 

GARWOOD AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”, 

ARTICLE 1 “TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, SECTION 8.6 “MUNICIPAL PARKING 

LOTS” 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 

  
Full Ordinance can be viewed here 

 

Public Comment 

The following members of the public commented on Ordinance 26-14: 

Bruce Paterson, Willow Avenue 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco to close 

Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 26-14. All were in favor and none were opposed. 

 

The Mayor responded to questions and comments made during the public comment portion of the 

hearing for Ordinance 26-14. 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco to adopt 

Ordinance No. 26-14. The Borough Clerk then called the roll. All were and favor and none were 

opposed. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

 

The Borough Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-15 by title only: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-15 

 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF GARWOOD CHAPTER 5, ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION”, 

ARTICLE 1 “ORGANIZATION OF BOROUGH GOVERNMENT”, SECTION 5-2 

“HOURS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICES ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS” 

 

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator] 
 

Full Ordinance can be viewed here 
 

A motion was made by Council President Boto, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco to close 

Public Hearing on Ordinance No. 26-15. All were in favor and none were opposed. 

 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8772/2614_JFK_Plaza_Parking.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8773/2615_office_hours.pdf
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A motion was made by Council President Boto, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco to adopt 

Ordinance No. 26-15. The Borough Clerk then called the roll. All were and favor and none were 

opposed. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

The Borough Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-16 by title only: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-16 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION, NEW 

JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 106, ENTITLED “LAND USE”, ARTICLE VIII, 

ENTITLED “ZONING REGULATIONS”, SECTION 100, ENTITLED “EATING AND 

DRINKING ESTABLISHMENTS” AND ADDING A NEW SUBSECTION ENTITLED 

“MOBILE RETAIL FOOD FACILITIES” 

 
Memo from Planning Board 

 

Full Ordinance can be viewed here 
 

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Bianco to introduce 

Ordinance No. 26-16. Hearing will take place at the June 11, 2026 Borough Council Meeting. The 

Borough Clerk then called the roll. All were and favor and none were opposed. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 

 

FIRE AND OEM: Councilman Padusniak, Chair, read from a prepared statement, hereto 

attached. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS: Councilman Sureka, Chair, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached. 

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair, thanked everyone involved in 

the Memorial Day Observance. Reminded residents to register for Summer Camp. 

 

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde, read from a prepared 

statement, hereto attached. 

 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8976/Memo_Re_PB_review_of_food_truck_ordinance.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8984/2616_Food_Truck.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9489/05282026_Councilmember_Padusniaks_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9489/05282026_Councilmember_Padusniaks_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9485/05282026_Sureka_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9501/05282026_Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
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SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Council President Boto read from a prepared statement, hereto 

attached. 

 

GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON: Mayor Blumenstock advised that the next meeting 

will be held on June 4, 2026. 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Councilman Sureka read from a prepared statement, hereto 

attached. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone, 

and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to five minutes. 

 

 Bruce Paterson, Willow Avenue, asked questions and made comments on the following 

items: 

• Total debt 

• Resolution 26-113 

• Tax increases 

• Various fees 

  

John Bartlick, Hemlock Avenue, asked questions and made comments on the following 

items: 

• Capital Budget 

• Data Centers 

Laura Thompson, Pine Avenue, asked questions and made comments on the following 

items: 

• Budget 

• Light pollution 

 

The following public comment was submitted prior to the submission deadline to which Clerk 

Kotiga read into the record: 

 Sean Foley, hereto attached. 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco to close 

public comment. All were and favor and none were opposed. 

 

The Mayor responded to questions and comments made during public comment regarding budgets 

and salaries. Mayor Blumenstock also commented on the AI Data Canter and advised that she will 

be attending a conference and will be discussing the matter with other mayors. 

 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9482/05282026_Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9482/05282026_Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9485/05282026_Sureka_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9485/05282026_Sureka_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9500/Public_Comment_05282026_Sean_Keagan_Foley.pdf
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CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted 

with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of 

Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; 

all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-106 

 
RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE RESTORATION OF ENERGY TAX RECEIPTS 

AND INCREASED MUNICIPAL AID TO PROVIDE REAL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF 

 

WHEREAS, taxes on gas and electric utilities were originally collected by the host 

municipalities to be used for local purposes and to compensate the public for the use of their 

rights of way; and 

 

WHEREAS, when the State made itself the collection agent for these taxes, it promised to 

dedicate the proceeds to municipal property tax relief; since, just as municipalities collect 

property taxes for the benefit of school districts, counties and other entities, the State is supposed 

to collect Energy Taxes for the benefit of municipal governments; and 

 

WHEREAS, under various administrations through the years, the State budget has diverted 

funding from Energy Taxes to fund State programs; and instead of being spent on local programs 

and services and used to offset property taxes, the money has been spent as successive 

Legislatures and Administrations have seen fit; and 

 

WHEREAS, while the State may need to have the right to override the statutory dedication of 

these revenues to local governments, in order to deal with emergencies and crises that may 

occur; current State policymakers should not exercise that right automatically; and 

 

WHEREAS, while that right should be the exception, it has become the rule; and 

 

WHEREAS, by keeping flat funding of the appropriation for CMPTRA year-over-year, State 

Budget makers have been able to continue collecting Energy Taxes, while keeping additional 

revenue that should have been returned to provide property tax relief; and 

 

WHEREAS, in SFY 2023, the State did provide some much-needed relief in the allocation of 

$75 million of new funds identified as the Municipal Relief Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, in SFY 2024, the State allocated $150 million in Municipal Relief Funds, however, 

in SFY 2025 and, as proposed in SFY2026, no allocation will exist; and 

 

WHEREAS, in the proposed SFY budget is $60.7 billion, but Energy Tax Receipt funding is 

remaining flat at $1.45 billon, a level that has remained largely unchanged despite inflation and 

rising operational costs; and 

WHEREAS, the cumulative impact of years of flat funding and underfunding has left many 

municipalities with serious needs and burdensome property taxes; and 
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WHEREAS, local elected officials are in the best position to decide the best use of these 

resources that were always intended to fund local programs and services. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that then Borough of Garwood, in the County of 

Union calls for the immediate restoration of funding of Energy Taxes consistent with the State’s 

original commitments; increase formula based municipal aid to reflect inflation and rising 

service costs; and reestablish a fair and reliable fiscal partnership between the State and local 

governments; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution is forwarded to Senator Jon M. 

Bramnick, Assemblyman Vincent Kearney, Assemblyman Andrew Macurdy, the Commissioner 

of the Department of Community Affairs Jacquelyn Suárez, the State Treasurer Aaron Binder, 

the Lieutenant Governor Dale Caldwell, the Governor of the State of New Jersey Mikie Sherrill, 

and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-107 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PREPARATION AND 

ISSUANCE OF ESTIMATED TAX BILLS 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 72, P.L. 1994, the Borough of Garwood has the authority 

to prepare and issue estimated tax bills; and 

 

WHEREAS, in order for the Borough of Garwood to meet our financial obligations, maintain the 

tax collection rate, provide uniformity for tax payments and save the unnecessary cost of interest 

expenses on borrowing it would be in our best interest to do so; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer/Tax Collector has reviewed and computed an estimated 

levy in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Garwood on this 28th day of May 2026, as follows: 

 

1. The Borough of Garwood Tax Collector is hereby authorized to prepare and issue 

estimated bills for the Borough of Garwood for the third quarter of 2026 taxes, in 

accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 et seq. 

2. The entire estimated tax levy for 2026 is hereby set at $21,977,985.00. 

3. The estimated tax rate for 2026 is hereby set at 2.897. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-108 

 

AUTHORIZING REFUND FOR OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES 

 
WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has received a 2026 second quarter tax payment from the lender 

CORELOGIC Tax Services on paid installments, thereby causing an overpayment. 
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD: 

 

That the proper Borough Officials be and there are hereby authorized and directed to issue a refund in the 

form of a check on the following property: 

 
PROPERTY OWNER    ADDRESS   BLOCK/LOT       AMOUNT 
MCLANE, MICHAEL/NICHOLAS          416 OAK STREET 202/19       $2,928.73 

 

 

CHECK PAYABLE TO: 

CORELOGIC CENTRALIZED REFUNDS 

PO BOX 9202 

COPPELL, TX  75019-9760 

 
AMOUNT TO BE REFUNDED:  $2,928.73 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-109 

 
 

AMEND BUDGET - CHAPTER 159 – CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or 

Municipality when such items shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was 

not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal 

amount; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby 

requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue 

in the budget of the year 2026 in the sum of $10,981.20 which item is now available as a revenue 

from the 2026 CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT PROGRAM, in the amount of $10,981.20. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $10,981.20 is hereby appropriated under the 

caption of “2026 CLEAN COMMUNITIES GRANT PROGRAM”. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-110 
 

AMEND BUDGET - CHAPTER 159 – NJ DCA RECREATION IMPROVEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or 

Municipality when such items shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was 

not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 
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WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal 

amount. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby 

requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue 

in the budget of the year 2026 in the sum of $66,200.00 which item is now available as a revenue 

from the 2026 NJ DCA Local Recreational Improvement Grant, in the amount of $66,200.00. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $66,200.00 is hereby appropriated under the 

caption of “2026 NJ DCA Local Recreational Improvement Grant Program”. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-111 
 

AMEND BUDGET - CHAPTER 159 – DISTRACTED DRIVING 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or 

Municipality when such items shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was 

not determined at the time of the adoption of the budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of any item of appropriation for equal 

amount; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby 

requests the Director of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue 

in the budget of the year 2026 in the sum of $7,000.00 which item is now available as a revenue 

from the 2026 NJ Distracted Driving Crackdown Grant, in the amount of $7,000.00. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the sum of $7,000.00 is hereby appropriated under the 

caption of “2026 NJ Distracted Driving Crackdown Grant Program”. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-112 
 

AUTHORIZING THE RENEWAL OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES 

IN THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD FOR THE YEAR 2026 - 2027 

 

WHEREAS, the Office of the Borough Clerk in conjunction with the New Jersey State Alcoholic 

Beverage Control “(ABC)” provided notification to all current liquor license holders within the 

Borough of Garwood advising that the renewal period for the 2026 to 2027 licensing year had 

opened, and 

  

WHEREAS, in order for a liquor license holder to successfully renew their license, they must 

submit an application to the ABC, submit payment to the Borough of Garwood and have a Tax 

Clearance Certificate issued by the New Jersey State Division of Taxation, and 
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WHEREAS, the following licenses have successfully completed all necessary requirements in the 

renewal process for the 2026 to 2027 licensing year. 

 

Plenary Retail Consumption Licenses: 
2006-33-001-006 BPC Restaurant Management LLC (Station Bar & Grill)  99 Center Street 

2006-33-004-003 The Garwood Rest Inc. (Garwood Restaurant)           259 South Avenue 

2006-33-005-011 B & J Group LLC (Butter & Jam)      414 South Avenue  #1 

2006-33-007-004 B&D Recreation Inc. (B&D Recreation)            346 North Avenue 

2006-33-009-007 WGAFZ Inc. (Crossroads)               78 North Avenue 

2006-33-011-006 Rudys of Garwood LLC (Rudy’s Restaurant)           300 South Avenue 

2006-33-012-003 Westwood Lanes LLC (The Westwood)            438 North Avenue 

2006-33-013-012 CDM Restaurant Group LLC (Black Sheep Bar &          514 North Avenue 

   Provisions) 

 

Plenary Retail Consumption License with Broad C: 
2006-32-006-006 LAXMEE LLC (Dittrick’s Wines & Liquor)   2 North Avenue 

 

Club Licenses: 
2006-31-014-001 Columbian Club of Garwood Cranford Inc.          37-43 South Avenue 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the said licenses as referenced above shall 

comply with the Rules and Regulations as outlined in Chapter 52, Alcoholic Beverages, of the 

Code of the Borough of Garwood, and the Rules and Regulations of the Alcoholic Beverage 

Control Commission as promulgated under the laws of the State of New Jersey, and all said 

licenses are valid from July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027, as referenced on said licenses. 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-113 

 

RESOLUTION SETTING THE 2026 SALARIES FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES  

 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood has heretofore adopted Ordinance 26-12. 

 

WHEREAS, said Ordinance reflects changes of salaries and/or hourly rates to be paid to said 

employees of the Borough of Garwood for the year 2026. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood 

be and they are hereby authorized and directed to execute checks on Borough funds for the purpose 

of paying the annual salaries and/or hourly rates to the employees of the Borough of Garwood as 

set forth below and in the amount set forth opposite each job classification.  Said salaries to be 

paid bi-weekly less such deductions as in such cases made.  The schedule of salaries hereafter set 

forth shall be effective as of January 1, 2026 or pro-rated as the case may be. 

 

Name Title 2026 

Jonathan Pridy Chief of Police  $     165,600.00 

John Arthur Borough Administrator  $     139,328.00 

John Arthur Qualified Purchasing Agent      $         6,000.00 

John Arthur Municipal Housing Liaison  $         2,500.00 
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Sandra Bruns CFO/Tax Collector/Asst Administrator  $     143,675.00 

Nicole Kotiga Borough Clerk                $       87,000.00 

Jennifer Sherman Tax Assessor  $       18,911.00 

Amy Rivera Assistant Municipal Treasurer  $       74,000.00 

Janice Farrell Assistant Municipal Treasurer  $       69,700.00 

Michael Disko Municipal Engineer  $       27,500.00  

Victor Vinegra Zoning Officer - Review  $       10,762.00  

Victor Vinegra Planning/Zoning Board Planner  $         3,229.00  

Len DiStefano Zoning Officer - Enforcement  $         7,754.00 

Adele Lewis Planning/Zoning Board Secretary  $       17,938.00 

Tyler Christie Recreation Director/PIO  $       80,000.00 

Gary Bundy Municipal Court Judge   thru 2/1/2026  $       21,000.00  

Martha Marino Violations Clerk              thru 2/1/2026  $        26.00 PH 

Mollie Helck Administrative Assistant  $        25.63 PH 

Len Spina Superintendent Fire Apparatus  $         1,150.00  

Ken Capobianco OEM Director  $        3,075.00  

John Drone Civilian Police Dispatcher  $       59,335.00 

John Drone Network Administrator/ Police Department  $         2,600.00  

Lisa DeSimone Civilian Police Dispatcher  $       51,691.00 

Cheryl DiStefano Senior Citizen Bus Driver-alternate  $        25.00 PH 

Len DiStefano Senior Citizen Bus Driver  $        25.00 PH 

David Kozal Senior Citizen Bus Driver  $        25.00 PH 

Len Spina Fire Safety Inspector  $        23.00 PH 

Edward Syers Fire Safety Inspector  $        23.00 PH 

Allan Tweedle Fire Safety Inspector  $        22.00 PH 

Ernest Bennett Property Maintenance Officer  $        39.00 PH 

John Patterson Parking Enforcement Officer  $        25.00 PH 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-114 
 

AUTHORIZE SUBMISSION TO THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

AGENCY (FEMA) ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT (AFG) APPLICATION 

AND EXECUTE AGREEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, the FEMA Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) program focuses on enhancing 

the safety of the public and firefighters with respect to fire and fire-related hazards, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood Volunteer Fire Department is in need of new pumper; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH 

OF GARWOOD: 

 

1. That the Fire Department Chief is hereby authorized to submit an application to the FEMA 

Assistance to Firefighters Grant program to provide funding assistance for the Fire 

Department, in an amount not to exceed $1,082,642.22; and 

2. That the Borough of Garwood Volunteer Fire Department is committed to providing a 5% 

cash match for the project; and 
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3. That the Fire Department Chief is hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement on behalf 

of the Borough of Garwood, subject to the review and approval of the Borough Attorney; 

and 

4. That the Fire Department Chief’s signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and 

conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 

 

Grant Memo 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-115 
 

APPOINTING THE 2026 GARWOOD RECREATION SUMMER CAMP EMPLOYEES 

AND SETTING HOURLY RATES 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New 

Jersey, that the following are hereby appointed as 2026 Garwood Recreation Summer Camp 

Employees, as per attached list and hourly rates listed below: 

 

Director:  $27.00 

Assistant Director: $20.00 

All Counselors: $15.23 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-116 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLL 
 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD: 

 

that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when properly signed 

and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 

 

Payment of Bills 

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto seconded by Councilmember Bianco to adopt the 

Consent Agenda. All were in favor and none were opposed. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak AYE 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-117 

 
ADOPTION OF THE BY LAWS OF THE 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8993/Grant_Memo.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8983/Camp_Staff_List_and_hourly_rate_2026.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9038/52826_Bills_List.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Mayor of the Borough of Garwood appointed a By-Laws committee to review 

and recommend an update to the By Laws of the Mayor and Council (“By Laws”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the By-Laws committee has drafted, reviewed, and recommends the attached 

updates to the By Laws; and 

 

WHEREAS, the By-Laws shall be altered or amended only by a majority vote of the entire 

Council, on a roll-call taken at two successive regular meetings of the Council; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, 

that the By-laws are hereby approved 
 

Discussion: 

Councilmember Padusniak shared his feelings regarding the 

 

A motion was made by Council President Boto seconded by Councilmember Bianco to adopt 

Resolution # 26-117. 

 

ROLL CALL:   

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE   Councilman Padusniak NAY 

Councilwoman Bianco  AYE   Councilman Sureka  AYE 

Councilwoman Nolde  AYE   Council President Boto AYE 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Mayor Blumenstock advised that the Borough will be celebrating Pride Month and provided a 

list of upcoming events: 

• June 4, 2026 – Pride Cookie Decorating at the Library. 

• June 9, 2026 – Screening of the documentary “Will and Harper” 

• June 16, 2026 – Chalking the Walk at the Library 

• June 27, 2026 – Storytime with local author. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The next Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, June 11, 2026 at 

7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website. 

 

Upon motion of Council President Boto, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:09pm. All were and favor and none were opposed. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Nicole M. Kotiga 

Borough Clerk 
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MINUTES ATTACHMENTS: 

• Mayor Blumenstock’s Report

• Borough Administrator’s Report

• Borough Engineer’s Report

• Council President Boto’s Report

• Councilmember Sureka’s Report

• Councilmember Padusniak’s Report

• Councilmember Nolde’s Report

• Councilmember Bianco’s Report

• Public Comment: Sean Foley

Approved at the June 11, 2026 Borough Council Meeting

https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9484/05282026_Mayors_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9486/5.28.26_Administrators_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9483/05282026_Engineers_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9482/05282026_Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9485/05282026_Sureka_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9489/05282026_Councilmember_Padusniaks_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9501/05282026_Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9502/05282026_Councilmember_Biancos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9500/Public_Comment_05282026_Sean_Keagan_Foley.pdf



