BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
May 14, 2026

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Blumenstock at 7:00 PM and called for a moment of
silence followed by the pledge of allegiance.

Mayor Blumenstock then read the adequate notice of compliance statement.

ROLL CALL:
Nicole Kotiga, Borough Clerk called the roll.

Present: Councilmembers Annarelli, Bianco, Nolde, Sureka and Council President Boto
Absent: Padusniak

Also in attendance were Mayor Blumenstock, staff members John Arthur, Borough Administrator;
Sandy Bruns, Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer; Jonathan Pridy, Chief of Police; Nicole Kotiga,
Borough Clerk; Adam Abramson, Borough Attorney and Warren Korecky, Borough Auditor.

PROCLAMATIONS/PRESENTATIONS/APPOINTMENTS:

2026 Municipal Budget Hearing (Introduced April 9, 2026):

Council President Boto read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

The following members of the public asked questions surrounding the budget:
Laura Thompson, Pine Avenue
John Bartolick, Hemlock Avenue

The following members of the public submitted statements prior to the submission deadline
to which Clerk Kotiga read them into the record:

Bruce Paterson, hereto attached.

Michele Capobianco, hereto attached.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, seconded by Council President Boto to close
Public Hearing on the 2026 Municipal Budget.

CFO Bruns and Mayor Blumenstock answered questions and responded to comments from the
public.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-96

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE READING OF
THE 2026 MUNICIPAL BUDGET BY TITLE ONLY

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8 provides that the Budget shall be read in full at the public hearing,
or that it may be read by title, if a resolution is passed by no less than the majority of the full
governing body, provided that at least one week prior to the public hearing a complete copy of the
introduced budget shall be made available for public inspection, and copies have been made


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8302/Budget_Summary_Advertisement_2026.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9022/05142026_Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9013/05142026_B._Paterson_Public_Comment_Budget_Hearing.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9015/05142026_M._Capobianco_Public_Comment_2026_Budget_Hearing.pdf
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available by the Borough Clerk to each person upon request, during the said week of the public
hearing and during the public hearing; and

WHEREAS, the conditions as aforementioned have been met.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey that the 2026 Municipal Budget shall be read by
title only.

A motion was made by Council President Boto, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco to adopt
Resolution No. 26-96.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE

Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

RESOLUTION NO. 26-97

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ADOPTION OF THE MUNICIPAL
BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD FOR THE YEAR 2026

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Garwood to prepare an annual budget identifying
all of the anticipated appropriations and revenues to support governmental operations for 2026;
and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 provides for the adoption of the annual Municipal Budget and the
annual User-Friendly Budget; and

WHEREAS, that said budget was published per P.L. 2025, ¢.72 and, as such was posted on the
Borough of Garwood’s website; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing on the 2026 Municipal Budget was held on May 14, 2026 at 7:00
PM in Council Chambers, at which time and place public comments to said Budget for the year
2026 were presented by taxpayers and other interested persons.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey that in accordance with aforementioned statute:

1. The Borough Council approves the adoption of the 2026 Municipal Budget and the
User-Friendly Budget.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, seconded by Council President Boto to adopt
Resolution No. 26-97.
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ROLL CALL.:
Councilwoman Annarelli AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE
Reports:

Report of Borough Administrator
- Borough Administrator Arthur, read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.
Report of Mayor Blumenstock

- Mayor Blumenstock read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

Comments from the Council:

Councilwoman Annarelli thanked Ms. Bruns and Administrator Arthur for their work on the budget
and commented further regarding the Board of Education meeting.

Councilwoman Bianco echoed comments made by Councilwoman Annarelli.

Councilwoman Nolde read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

Councilwoman Bianco, on behalf of Councilman Padusniak, read from a prepared statement,
hereto attached.

Councilman Sureka echoed comments made by Councilwoman Annarelli.

Council President Boto read from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

MINUTES:

Minutes of the regular and closed session meetings of the Mayor and Council held on Thursday,
April 23, 2026.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Annarelli, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco to accept
the Regular and Closed Session Meeting Minutes as presented. All were and favor and none were
opposed.

COMMUNICATIONS:

Arbor Day Foundation - 2025 Tree City USA Recognition
New Jersey American Water - Notice of Hearing on May 27. 2026

RECEIVED AND FILED


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9034/05142026_Administrators_report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9023/Mayors_Comments_051420261.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9014/05142026_Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9021/05142026_Padusniak_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9022/05142026_Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8774/Arbor_Day_Foundation_2025_Tree_City_USA_Recognition_05042026.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8775/New_Jersey_American_Water_Notice_of_Hearing_on_May_27_2026.pdf
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ORDINANCES:

FINAL ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:

The Borough Clerk to read Ordinance No. 26-11 by title only:

ORDINANCE 26-12

SALARY ORDINANCE

Full Ordinance can be viewed here

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, seconded by Councilwoman Nolde to close Public
Hearing on Ordinance No. 26-12. All were in favor and none were opposed.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, second by Council President Boto to adopt
Ordinance No. 26-12. The Borough Clerk then called the roll. All were and favor and none were
opposed.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE

Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE
INTRODUCTION:

The Borough Clerk read Ordinance No. 26-13 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-13

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT
EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS
EQUIPMENT AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS
AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $520,000 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Full Ordinance can be viewed here

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Bianco to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-13. Hearing will take place at the May 28, 2026 Borough Council Meeting. The
Borough Clerk then called the roll. All were and favor and none were opposed.


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8467/2612_Salary_Ordinance.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8771/2613_BOND_ORDINANCE_Various_Improvements_520.pdf
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ROLL CALL.:
Councilwoman Annarelli AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

The Borough Clerk read Ordinance No. 26-14 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-14

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD AMENDING CHAPTER 21, ENTITLED “VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC”,
ARTICLE 1 “TRAFFIC AND PARKING”, SECTION 8.6 “MUNICIPAL PARKING
LOTS”

Full Ordinance can be viewed here

A motion was made by Councilwoman Nolde, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-14. Hearing will take place at the May 28, 2026 Borough Council Meeting. The
Borough Clerk then called the roll. All were and favor and none were opposed.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE

Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

The Borough Clerk read Ordinance No. 26-14 by title only:

ORDINANCE NO. 26-15

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD CHAPTER 5, ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION”,
ARTICLE 1 “ORGANIZATION OF BOROUGH GOVERNMENT”, SECTION 5-2
“HOURS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICES ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS”

Full Ordinance can be viewed here

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, seconded by Councilwoman Annarelli to introduce
Ordinance No. 26-15. Hearing will take place at the May 28, 2026 Borough Council Meeting. The
Borough Clerk then called the roll. All were and favor and none were opposed.

ROLL CALL:
Councilwoman Annarelli AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE

Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8772/2614_JFK_Plaza_Parking.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8773/2615_office_hours.pdf
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COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS:

FIRE AND OEM: On behalf of Councilmember Padusniak, Chair, Councilwoman Bianco read
from a prepared statement, hereto attached.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: Councilwoman Bianco, Chair, read from a prepared
statement, hereto attached.

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY: Councilwoman Nolde, Chair, read from a prepared
statement, hereto attached.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Councilwoman Annarelli, Chair, read from a prepared
statement, hereto attached.

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE: Councilwoman Nolde, read from a prepared
statement, hereto attached.

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Council President Boto read from a prepared statement, hereto
attached.

OFFICER’S REPORTS:

e Sandy Bruns, CFO/Treasurer

A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Bianco to accept
Officer’s reports. All were and favor and none were opposed.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the Council please step to the microphone,
and state your full name and address. Please limit your comments to five minutes.

Johnny Prichard, Spruce Avenue, shared his support for local Rescue, Police and Fire
Departments and for re-opening previously closed hospitals.

Laura Thompson, Pine Avenue, asked who Phoenix Advisors is and shared her feelings
regarding the budget process.

The following members of the public shared their concerns surrounding a project that
Westfield is currently undertaking:

Ron Carter, property owner

Anthony, Willow Avenue

Rachel Herillic, Willow Avenue

Moren Crawford, Willow Avenue, shared comments regarding pilots and a recent Board
of Education Meeting.


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9021/05142026_Padusniak_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9020/05142026_Councilwoman_Biancos_Reports.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9014/05142026_Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9033/05142026_Council_Annarelli_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9014/05142026_Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9022/05142026_Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9022/05142026_Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
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John Bartlick, Hemlock Avenue, commented on and shared his feelings on Garwood’s
capital plan.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, seconded by Councilwoman Annarelli to close
public comment. All were and favor and none were opposed.

The following public comment was submitted prior to the submission deadline to which Clerk
Kotiga read into the record:
Rosemarie Logu, hereto attached.

The Mayor responded to questions and comments made during public comment regarding the
budget and capital plan.

CONSENT AGENDA:

(Adoption upon Roll Call) Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of
Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda;
all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-98

RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE SIDEBAR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AND THE POLICE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION,
LOCAL 117 PATROL AND SUPERIOR OFFICERS

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“Borough”) and Policemen’s Benevolent Association,
Local 117 Patrol and Superior Officers (“PBA”) are signatories to a contract (“Agreement”) for
the period of January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2026; and

WHEREAS, Article XII, Section A of the Agreement governs PBA Business Leave for the
State Delegate of the PBA and PBA President; and

WHEREAS, the Borough and PBA desire to modify the language of Article XII, Section A of
the Agreement entitled “PBA Business Leave” to provide clarification as to the PBA Business
Leave afforded to the State Delegate of the PBA and PBA President when attending PBA
meetings; and

WHEREAS, the Borough and PBA negotiated a sidebar agreement repealing and replacing
Article XII, Section A in its entirety; and

WHEREAS, the PBA has executed the sidebar agreement on
April 21, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is desirous of ratifying and executing the sidebar
agreement; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood
hereby ratifies the sidebar agreement between the Borough of Garwood and Policemen’s


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9016/05142026_R._Logu_Public_Comment.pdf
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Benevolent Association, Local 117 which modifies Article XII of the collective negotiations

agreement and further authorizes the Mayor to execute the sidebar agreement on behalf of the
Borough.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-99

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE GREATER WESTFIELD AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE TO CONDUCT THEIR GARWOOD ROCKS! EVENT ON SUNDAY,
JUNE 7, 2026

WHEREAS, the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce “(GWACC)” is hereby
requesting authorization to conduct their annual “Garwood Rocks! Music, Cars, Shopping &
Family Fun” event on Sunday, June 7, 2026; and

WHEREAS, in conjunction with their event, the GWACC requesting the following closures occur
beginning at 6:00 AM and ending at 8:00 PM or at the discretion of the Chief of Police or his

designee:
1. Closure of Center Street from South Avenue to Unami Park
2. Closure of Beech Avenue from Center Street to East Street
3. Closure of Municipal Parking Lot located at 403 South Avenue
4. Closure of Municipal Parking Lot located at 201 Center Street
5. Closure of all intersections at least 50 feet from Center Street

WHEREAS, additional closures will be implemented at the discretion of the Chief of Police or
his designee; and

WHEREAS, the GWACC is also seeking permission to utilize the Municipal Parking Lot located
at 201 Center Street as a Beer and wine garden as per the attached map; and

WHEREAS, the GWACC has also requested that police officers and DPW personnel be present
during this event.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD:

1. Authorizes the closing of Center Street from South Avenue to Unami Park, Beech
Avenue from Center Street to East Street, all intersections will be closed at least 50 feet from
Center Street, closure of Municipal Parking Lot located at 403 South Avenue for the purpose of
conducting “Garwood Rocks! Music, Cars, Shopping & Family Fun” on Sunday, June 7, 2026.

2. Authorizes the Chief of Police or his designee to implement additional closures
where needed for the safety and welfare of the public.
3. Authorizes the closure of the Municipal Parking Lot located at 201 Center Street as

a Beer and wine garden and that the company hired by the GWACC for the serving of alcoholic
beverages must provide an insurance certificate naming the Borough of Garwood as additionally
insured, evidencing both liquor liability and commercial general liability insurance coverage with
limits not less than $2 million aggregate each for the date of the event.


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8778/GarwoodRocksBeerGardenMap.pdf
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4. Permission to hold said event is subject to receiving an executed Hold Harmless
Agreement from the GWACC.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body authorizes that Police Officers and

DPW employees be present during this event in accordance with the recommendations of the Chief
of Police and Superintendent of Public Works.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-100

CONTINUATION OF THE BID AND QUOTE THRESHOLDS FOR 2026

WHEREAS, at the July 24, 2025 meeting of the Borough Council, Council approved resolution
25-148 authorizing an increase in the bid threshold pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3 and N.J.A.C.
5:24-5 et seq; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood wishes to continue use of the higher bid threshold for
contracting units with a QPA of $53,000.00 and the corresponding quotation threshold (15% of
bid threshold) of $7,950.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood,
that the Borough’s bid threshold for contracting units with a QPA of $53,000.00 and the
corresponding quotation threshold of $7,950.00, in accordance with N.J.S.A.40A:11-3 and
N.J.S.A.40A:11-6.1(a) respectively.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the
Director of the Division of Local Government Services.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-101

AUTHORIZE APPOINTMENT OF A NEW POLICE OFFICER

WHEREAS, as the result of a resignation, there is a vacancy within the Borough of Garwood
Police Department.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County
of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby appoints Joan Mena as a Step 2 Patrol Officer in the
Garwood Police Department, effective May 18, 2026 at an annual salary of $59,930.00, in
accordance with P.B.A. Contract 2023-2026.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that their employment is subject to the terms and conditions of
employment in the Borough of Garwood, including one-year probation commencing May 18,
2026.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-102
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RESOLUTION RATIFYING THE SIDEBAR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AND TEAMSTERS LOCAL NO. 11

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (“Borough’) and Local 11, affiliated with the International
Brotherhood of Teamsters (“Union”) are signatories to a collective negotiations agreement
(“Agreement”) for the period of January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2027; and

WHEREAS, on or about January 22, 2026 and February 4, 2026, the Union filed Step 1
grievances based on Article 7, Section 4 and Article 12, Section 5; and

WHEREAS, the Borough and the Union negotiated a sidebar agreement repealing and
replacing Article 7, Section 4 in its entirety; and

WHEREAS, the  Union  has executed  the sidebar  agreement  on
April 30, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is desirous of ratifying and executing the sidebar
agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood
hereby ratifies the sidebar agreement between the Borough of Garwood and Local 11, affiliated
with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters which modifies Article 7, Section 4 of the
collective negotiations agreement and further authorizes the Mayor to execute the sidebar
agreement on behalf of the Borough.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-103

RENEW MEMBERSHIP WITH THE
BERGEN MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND

WHEREAS, at the February 23, 2023 meeting of the Borough Council, Council approved
resolution 23-057 authorizing the Borough of Garwood to join The Bergen Municipal Employee
Benefits Fund, hereafter referred to as "FUND", as permitted by N.J.S.A. 11:15- 3, 17:1-8.1, and
40A:10-36 et seq., and;

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Garwood hereinafter referred to as "LOCAL
UNIT" has determined that it wishes to renew its membership in the FUND as it is in the best interest
of the LOCAL UNIT.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the LOCAL UNIT
hereby agrees as follows:
1. Renewal of the membership in the FUND for the period outlined in the LOCAL UNIT's
Indemnity and Trust Agreements.
2. Will participate in the following type (s) of coverage (s):
1. Health Insurance and/or Dental and/or Prescription as defined pursuant to N.J.S.A.
17B:17-4, the FUND's Bylaws, and Plan of Risk Management.
Adopts and approves the FUND's Bylaws.
4. Execute an application for membership and any accompanying certifications.

[98)



Meeting of the Mayor and Council
May 14, 2026
Page 11 of 13

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the governing body of the LOCAL UNIT is authorized
and directed to execute the Indemnity and Trust Agreement and such other documents signifying
membership in the FUND as required by the FUND's Bylaws, and to deliver these documents to
the FUND's Executive Director with the express reservation that these documents shall become
effective only upon:

1. Approval of the LOCAL UNIT by the FUND.

2. Receipt from the LOCAL UNIT of a Resolution accepting assessment.
3. Approval by the New Jersey Department of Insurance and Department of Community Affairs.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-104

PAYMENT OF BILLS AND PAYROLL

Bills list can be viewed here

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOQOOD:
that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when properly

signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, seconded by Councilwoman Nolde to adopt the
Consent Agenda.

ROLL CALL:

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE

Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE
NEW BUSINESS:

INTRODUCTION OF THE BY-LAWS

RESOLUTION NO. 26-XXXXX

ADOPTION OF THE BY LAWS OF THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

[Sponsored by John Arthur, Borough Administrator]

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the Borough of Garwood appointed a By-Laws committee to review
and recommend an update to the By Laws of the Mayor and Council (“By Laws”); and

WHEREAS, the By-Laws committee has drafted, reviewed, and recommends the attached
updates to the By Laws; and


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8796/BILLS_LIST_51426.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8782/BYLAWS_Draft_5.12.26.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/8782/BYLAWS_Draft_5.12.26.pdf
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WHEREAS, the By-Laws shall be altered or amended only by a majority vote of the entire
Council, on a roll-call taken at two successive regular meetings of the Council;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood,
that the By-laws are hereby approved.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Bianco, seconded by Councilwoman Annarelli to accept
the By-Laws as amended. Second review and adoption will be held at the next regular meeting of
Borough Council on Thursday, May 28, 2026.

ROLL CALL.:

Councilwoman Annarelli AYE

Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE
Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Mayor Blumenstock announced the need to enter into Executive Session. Clerk Kotiga then read
the resolution into the record.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-105

CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR
THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING MATTERS UNDER ATTORNEY-CLIENT
PRIVILEGE ANTICIPATED LITIGATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A., 10:4-12,
Closed session, Meetings open to public; exclusion of public; subject of matter.

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood to conduct an
executive session closed to the public in order to discuss the above listed matter.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby
move to go into executive session in accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings
Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et. seq., for the purpose of discussing the subject stated above.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in and minutes of the closed session
shall be disclosed to the public when the reason for confidentiality no longer exists. No action will
be taken.

A motion was made by Councilmember Sureka, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco to adopt
Resolution 26-105 and to enter into Executive Session.

ROLL CALL:
Councilwoman Annarelli AYE
Councilwoman Bianco AYE Councilman Sureka AYE

Councilwoman Nolde AYE Council President Boto AYE
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A motion was made by Council President Boto, second by Councilwoman Bianco to enter back
into the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council. All were and favor and none were opposed.

ADJOURNMENT:

The next Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on Thursday, May 28, 2026 at
7:00 P.M. in Council Chambers. Information for meetings is posted on the Borough website.

Upon motion of Councilwoman Annarelli, seconded by Councilwoman Bianco the meeting was
adjourned at 9:33pm. All were and favor and none were opposed.

Respectfully submitted,
Nicole M. Kotiga
Borough Clerk

MINUTES ATTACHMENTS:

Mayor Blumenstock’s Report

Borough Administrator’s Report

Council President Boto’s Comments and Reports
Councilwoman Annarelli’s Comments and Reports
Councilwoman Nolde’s Comments and Reports
Councilwoman Bianco’s Comments and Reports
Councilmember Padusniak’s Comments and Reports
Public Comment - B. Patterson

Public Comment — M. Capobianco

Public Comment — R. Logu

Approved at the June 11, 2026 Borough Council Meeting


https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9023/Mayors_Comments_051420261.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9034/05142026_Administrators_report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9022/05142026_Council_President_Botos_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9033/05142026_Council_Annarelli_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9014/05142026_Councilwoman_Noldes_Comments.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9020/05142026_Councilwoman_Biancos_Reports.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9021/05142026_Padusniak_Report.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9013/05142026_B._Paterson_Public_Comment_Budget_Hearing.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9015/05142026_M._Capobianco_Public_Comment_2026_Budget_Hearing.pdf
https://garwoodnj.govoffice3.com/uploads/dm/9016/05142026_R._Logu_Public_Comment.pdf

