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Minutes of the  

BOROUGH of GARWOOD 

MEETING OF THE 

RECREATION COMMISSION 

March 21, 2016 

 

 
Moment of Silence……………………….. 

Salute to the Flag………………………… 

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Westfield Leader advertised on March 10, 

2016, notification was sent to the Star Ledger and promptly posted on the municipal public 

bulletin board and filed in the office of the municipal clerk informing the public of time and place 

according to the provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975). 

This meeting is called pursuant to law and for the purpose of conducting the business of the 

Garwood Recreation Commission for the Borough of Garwood and transact any business 

thereto.  

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 

Mary Anne Duffy: Excused  Debra DeLise: Present  Dave Legg: Present 
Jack Sullivan: Present               Paul Nieves: Present      Kirsten Froden: Present 

Ann Tarantino: Excused 

Also Present: 
Director: Scott Kessler and Summer Rec Director: Dana Parkhill 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Previous minutes reviewed by all in attendance.   
 
Motion to accept by Dave Legg, 2nd by Jack Sullivan 
 
 
Individual Committee Reports 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 
Ann Tarantino not present to give report, report given by Scott Kessler.  Scott met with Sandy 
Bruns,  Counselman Joe Sarno wants to cut the rec budget, we agreed to give back as long as 
we have all our summer rec money, it was suggested that we get this agreement in writing.  We 
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still have not received a print out from the town of how much we have received in rental 
income.  Scott will email Sandy and the Mayor to requested same again.  Overall budget should 
stay about the same within $1,000.   
 
Director’s report: 

No trips have been planned yet.  Tina Ariemma, Clerk, has put in for grant money for 
free trips this will need to be decided before May 5, 2016.  Summer rec will run from 6/27 thru 
8/4 (Thursday), 28 day program.  We decided not to proceed with full day rec this year.  
Suggestion was made to add an extra hour 9-1, there would be no impact on hours for 
counselors, we would upgrade with pizza & ice cream every Friday.  Scott suggested we raise to 
$15/week or $75/season.  Pool was discussed, the parents would drop off and pick up from the 
Cranford pool, eliminating the need for a bus and extra cost.  We agreed to keep the price the 
same as last year $10/week and $50/season.   

Dana Parkhill requested supplies for the summer, arts and crafts mainly.  New knock 
hockey and some sporting goods are also needed, a list will be put together before the summer.  
Trips were discussed, the Patriots game, canoe trip, bowling, Trailside museum and the zoo.  
Jack will also bring in a flier for lazer tag.   

We had 19 counselors last year, Scott has begun calling to see who will be returning.  
Deadline for applications is March 31 on the website, we will extend to April 30.  The parent 
meeting will be in May, we will need to coordinate with school to avoid conflicts, the meeting 
should be held here at the complex.   Counselors raised to new minimum wage and Sr. 
Counselors will be $10/hr, resolution to be written. 

School wants the complex for Field day May 27.  Jack to send bill for $250.00.  Date 
reserved through Mr. Burke via letter.  Scott will be present for the event.  

Resident asked for a day in mid July to reserve the complex for a soccer fund raiser.  No 
specific date has been requested yet, Scott will forward the application.   

Same as last year during the rec program the facility is closed to all others.  Next 
meeting the preliminary calendar will be presented. 
Basketball:   
 Resolution has been submitted for the rates for all the workers.  Additional time sheets 
need for workers.  Refunds for childrent not able to play have been sent out.    
 
Athletic Field Complex:   
 The field lining equipment has been put together, still working on putting the lines 
down.  We need additional paint, Jack and Dave are working on it.  Benches have be put in.  We 
need new soccer nets, check inventory before purchase.  Small goals are at Washington School 
they need to be moved over, we do not have the key to unlock.  Still no signs for the complex.  
Scott will put this information in his email.   
 Westfield Soccer has paid in full for their rentals.  They are taking an additional 2 hours 
8-10 on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Lights are on until 10pm or unless someone calls Jack early to 
say they can be shut off.   

 B-Elite sent a post dated check that was cashed by the town and it bounced, they will 
resend check.  They would like to do a free clinic during spring break.  Use field as Garwood 
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sponsored event, Garwood kids are free, with other towns making payment.  It would be 3 
days, 9 am to 12 pm, ages 7 to 12, advanced registration required.  Scott to blast and email.   
 Kenilworth has supplied an application but their insurance has been declined several 
times, unsure of the problem.   
 Garwood M-F 3-5pm baseball and softball to use the field 
 Baseball starting, schedule being worked on with Clark.  They want to start practicing 
here.  T-ball will be Saturday mornings and will use the turf field.  After the field is open to 
anyone.   
 
 
Motion to accept all reports by Kirsten Froden, 2nd Debbie Delise, all said Aye.   
 
Committee went into executive session to discuss salaries of Director and Summer Director.   
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting by Debbie Delise, Dave Legg 2nd.   
 
Meeting ended at 7:52 
 
 
 
 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS WHO WISH TO ADDRESS THE RECREATION COMMISSION: 

None 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

None 

NEW BUSINESS:  

None 

 

All committee reports approved and accepted. 

 

The next meeting will take place on Monday April 18th  
 


