BOROUGH of GARWOOD

Regular MINUTES of the
COUNCIL MEETING
November 12, 2013

Council Meeting Minutes/November 12, 2013
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council was held in Council Chambers and called to order at 8:39 p.m. by Mayor Quattrocchi.  She asked all present to participate in a moment of silence, followed by a salute to the flag.

Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Westfield Leader, advertised on January 3, 2013, and prominently posted on the municipal public bulletin board and filed in the office of the municipal clerk informing the Public of the time and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975).

Mayor Quattrocchi asks at this time please turn your cell phones to off or vibrate.


ROLL CALL:
Municipal Clerk Christina Ariemma administered Roll Call.  The Members Present were:
Mayor Quattrocchi				Councilman Mathieu
Council President Todisco		Councilwoman Palmer
Councilman Blaufeder			Councilman Petruzzelli	
	
Also Present:	Borough Administrator/Clerk Christina Ariemma and Borough Attorney Robert Renaud.

Councilman Nierstedt was absent.

A motion to suspend the regular order of business to hold public hearing on the Union County Community Development Block Grant Proposal for the Year 40 as advertised in the Westfield Leader on October 31, 2013 was made by Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli.

Mayor Quattrocchi asked the Clerk if she has received any applications or correspondence.  NONE.

Mayor Quattrocchi asked if any one wished to be heard concerning CDBG applications.

Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue asked if the dollar amounts are the same as last year. Ms. Ariemma answered yes they are except the Redevelopment Study is a new application.

Councilwoman Palmer asked questions on the applications.  Ms. Ariemma answered.

Motion to close public hearing was made by Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli.

A motion to submit applications was made by Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli, whereupon Mayor Quattrocchi directed Roll Call, Council President Todisco-Aye, Councilman Blaufeder-Aye, Councilman Mathieu-Aye, Councilman Nierstedt-Absent, Councilwoman Palmer-Aye, Councilman Petruzzelli-Aye.  5-Ayes, 1-Absent.
Borough of Garwood’s Year 40 Applications:
Senior Citizen Program					$  25,000.00
Senior Citizen Transportation					$  12,000.00
Senior Citizen Handyman Program				$  10,000.00
Redevelopment Study						$  25,000.00

A motion to resume the regular order of business was made by Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli.  


 MINUTES:
Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on October 22, 2013.
Workshop Session of the Mayor and Council held on October 22, 2013.

The foregoing minutes were approved as submitted by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli.   All Ayes.


COMMUNICATIONS:
1) NEW JERSEY STATE LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES –
a. Mayor’s Fax Advisory –
i. 10/22/13, RE: NJ Department of Health Memo - Marriage
ii. 10/22/13, RE: I. Voter Alert Free Mobile App II. Bus Shuttle & Overflow Parking Locations for 98th Annual League Conference
iii. 10/22/13, RE: Voter Alert Free Mobile App
iv. 10/29/13, RE: Same Sex Marriage
v. 10/30/13, RE: I. Social Security Information Available On-Line II. Office suites available for lease at League Headquarters
vi. 10/31/13, RE: I. Sustainable Jersey Announces Availability of $200,000 in Grants for Municipal Sustainability Projects II. Important Conference Sessions Leadership, Human Rights & Human Services
vii. 11/01/13, RE: Free NJLM Webinar on "What to Expect During the Upcoming Lame Duck Legislative Session - Register NOW!"
viii. 11/04/13, RE: Appellate Court
RECEIVED AND FILED
2) COMCAST – 10/24/13, RE: Price Changes
RECEIVED AND FILED
3) GARWOOD PLANNING BOARD – 11/07/13, RE: Minutes of the meeting held September 25, 2013
RECEIVED AND FILED


ORDINANCES:

NONE.


COMMITTEE REPORTS

POLICE:  Councilman Petruzzelli, Chr. 
The Police Committee recommends Resolution 13-328, Patrolman Scott Eriksen upgraded to Class B patrolman.  Resolution 13-329, Patrolman, Joseph Ostrander upgraded to Class B patrolman.  Resolution 13-330, Patrolman Philip Lewis upgraded to Class C Patrolman.  Also, the promotional process is now complete.  There were appeals and grievances filed and addressed. The Chief will have names at the next Council meeting for recommendations.  I would also like to read a letter send in by Mitch and Eric Fennick in regards to the motor vehicle accident that occurred on Oct, 18, 2013.
Report received and spread across the minutes, recommendation contained therein be adopted by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Blaufeder.
COMMENT: Mayor Quattrocchi congratulated the department.

PUBLIC HEALTH: Council President Todisco NO REPORT

STREETS AND ROADS/ECOLOGY: Councilman Nierstedt , Chr.
READ BY: Council President Todisco
The leaf pick up is on schedule due to leaf bagging.  Some residents were issued warnings for leaving leaves in the streets. The DPW stated that most people were complying with leaf bagging.  The converted post office mail box has been painted by the DPW.  This box will be used where flags can be dropped that are retired.  It will be unveiled this Friday.
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Councilman Petruzzelli, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.

FIRE:   Councilman Mathieu, Chr. 
Fire Activities: 20 Incidents-4 alarm activations, 5 c.o. alarms, 2 fires (trash/mulch), 1 smoke condition, 2 MVA (1 landing zone), 1 Arching wires, 1 suspicious weapon, 2 Mutual Aid-Linden, 2 hours and Roselle Park-3 hours. Total Man Hours=175 (all alarms) September Meeting 26 men- 39 hours - Drill: Hazardous material containment and simulated victim recovery from brook/19 men-57 total hours.  General clean up-strip, clean and polish E-3, G-15, test hose, E-3 and from storage clean apparatus area and wash floor. 23 men=138 total hours.  Extra Duty: Fire Prevention activities=176 total man hours.  Lawn Maintenance (summer)=24 hours
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.

FINANCE: 	Council President Todisco, Chr.	
The Finance Committee will be having a meeting next Thursday, November 21st at 7pm to have a discussion on the year in review as well as a look forward, so that we can leave some information for next year’s Finance Committee. After the conversation during workshop, the Finance Committee looks forward to working on the numbers regarding dispatch.
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Councilman Petruzzelli, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS:  Councilman Blaufeder, Chr. NO REPORT

LAWS AND LICENSES: Councilwoman Palmer, Chr.
Laws & Licenses met with Transit Village Liaison Kathleen Villaggio to discuss the possibility of designating a few parking spaces at Kennedy Plaza for commuter parking. This is one of the things that NJ Transit would like to see in order to get more stops during the morning and evening rush hours.  While this is a positive step we are not ready to make a recommendation on the exact number of spaces to sell to commuters or how much to sell them for at this time.  We need to do more research on this and I will hopefully have a recommendation at the next meeting.
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli.

RECREATION:   Councilman Petruzzelli, Chr. NO REPORT

COMMITTEE ON AGING:  Councilwoman Palmer NO REPORT

LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE:  Councilman Mathieu
The Garwood Library continues to have success with its e-book subscription of Axis 360 through Baker & Taylor.  Not only are adult best sellers being downloaded but also children’s and teen books.  Please check the Garwood Library homepage to access the Axis 360 website.  	The two book clubs at the Library are thriving despite the beginning of the holiday season.  The Thursday Book evening book club will meet at 7:00 PM on November 14th to discuss “The twelve tribes of Hattie” and the Monday afternoon book club will meet at 1:00 PM on the 18th to discuss “The ocean at the end of the lane”.  Registration is not required for either discussion group.  Please note that there will be an early closing of the Library on Wednesday, November 27th in preparation of Thanksgiving.  The Library will close at 4:30 PM on that Wednesday.  The Library will remain closed on Thursday the 28th, and Friday, the 29th for the Thanksgiving holiday.  Regular hours will resume on Saturday, November 30th.  The staff of the Library would like to remind residents that they are still collecting clean dairy tub containers, empty inkjet cartridges, and the outside packaging from diapers, both baby and adult.  These items are sent to Terracyle where they are used to make other products, keeping these plastics out of landfills.  There are drop off boxes in the Library.  The Garwood Library is once again participating in the Annual Holiday Food Drive sponsored by the Libraries of Union County Consortium.  Unexpired, non-perishable food can be dropped off at the Library during regular business hours from November 25th through December 16th. As was done in the past, the Library will also accept cat and dog food, either cans or bags, to be distributed to local animal shelters.
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON: Councilwoman Palmer NO REPORT

CELEBRATION OF PUBLIC EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS LIAISON:
Council President Todisco
The Second Annual Pumpkin Carving Contest was held on October 26th and was a very successful event. It had significantly greater participation than last year and the Committee expects participation to grow each year. About 25 children and adults entered the contest with families and friends attending as well. All the pumpkins entered were really creative, some painted their pumpkins, others used thumb tacks to design their pumpkins, and others even brought props to display their pumpkins in. In other news, the Annual Holiday Tree Lighting will be held at Borough Hall on Saturday, December 7th at 5pm. Hot chocolate and donuts will be served. The next meeting of the Celebrations Committee is next week on November 20th.
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Councilman Petruzzelli, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.

UNION COUNTY AIR TRAFFIC NOISE ADVISORY BOARD REPRESENTATIVE:
Councilman Mathieu NO REPORT

ATHLETIC FIELD COMPLEX PROJECT COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE:
Councilman Petruzzelli 
The monthly construction meeting was held Oct. 30th At Borough hall. In attendance were the professionals for the project, Borough Administrator, Quattrocchi, and representatives for Flanagan’s Construction.  All stock piled soil has been removed from site, the contaminated fill went to a site in PA and the top soil was delivered to land fill in NJ. The turf field irrigation drainage, curbing and fence post have been completed. The south field retaining wall is 80 % complete. The sanitary sewer is complete to the building, water main and concrete meter pit are complete to the building and the electric conduits have been tied into the building. The building and deck substructures and framing are completed waiting on updated correction for deck along with several other items from architect to complete sub framing.
The next monthly construction meeting will be Nov. 18th in borough hall at 10:30am
Report received and spread across the minutes by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.
COMMENT: Councilwoman Palmer asked if we are still on schedule.  Councilman Petruzzelli said we are still on schedule.


OFFICER’S REPORTS:
Municipal Tax Collector Aggie Kurzweil: monthly report for the month of October 2013
Zoning Code Enforcement Officer Len DiStefano monthly report for October 2013
Municipal Court Administrator Martha Marino: monthly report for October 2013
November 07, 2013
Listed below are the monies received in the month of October 2013
Traffic						   		  $ 17,230.00	
Criminal						         		       6,346.00											   	  $ 23,576.00
Listed below are the monies disbursed in the month of October 2013
Borough of Garwood				      		   $ 10,251.19
Borough of Garwood (Public Defender )			  	             30.00	       	               
Borough of Garwood (POAA)					               4.00
Treasurer County of Union						        3,867.50
 Treasurer County of Union (Lab Fees)				      	              N/A
Treasurer State of New Jersey (ATS	)			    	        1,166.50
Treasurer State of New Jersey (DMV)					        3,124.81
Treasurer State of New Jersey (DEDR)				    	           799.50
Treasurer State of New Jersey (VCCB)				     	             32.50
Treasurer State of New Jersey (SNSF)					               5.00
Treasurer State of New Jersey (Conditional Discharge)		      	              N/A 
Treasurer State of New Jersey (Lab Fees)				              N/A
Treasurer State of New Jersey (Web Fee)				           244.00
State Treasurer Weights & Measures Revenue				        4,050.00
							                   $ 23,575.00
Respectfully Submitted________________________________________________
			  Martha L. Marino, Certified Municipal Court Administrator

The foregoing reports were adopted as submitted by motion of Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.  All Ayes. 


PUBLIC COMMENT:
Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue mentioned the Kid’s Recreation Grant and commented on the County meeting with the large checks given out.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS
CONSENT AGENDA
(Adoption upon Roll Call)
“Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with a single motion; any items requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.”
RESOLUTION NO. 13-328
WHEREAS, Bruce D. Underhill, Chief of Police has recommended that Patrolman Scott F. Eriksen, Police Officer in the Garwood Police Department be upgraded to Class B Patrolman, pending approval from the Mayor and Council.
NOW THEREFORE BE RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize that Scott F. Eriksen be upgraded from a Class C Patrolman, to a Class B Patrolman in the Garwood Police Department, effective December 8, 2013, at an annual salary of $71,318.00 in accordance with the existing P.B.A. Contract.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-329
WHEREAS, Bruce D. Underhill, Chief of Police has recommended that Patrolman Joseph Ostrander, Police Officer in the Garwood Police Department be upgraded to Class B Patrolman, pending approval from the Mayor and Council.
NOW THEREFORE BE RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize that Joseph W. Ostrander be upgraded from a Class C Patrolman, to a Class B Patrolman in the Garwood Police Department, effective December 8, 2013, at an annual salary of $71,318.00 in accordance with the existing P.B.A. Contract.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-330
WHEREAS, Bruce D. Underhill, Chief of Police has recommended that Patrolman Philip J. Lewis, Police Officer in the Garwood Police Department be upgraded to Class C Patrolman, pending approval from the Mayor and Council.
NOW THEREFORE BE RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize that Philip J. Lewis be upgraded from a Class D Patrolman, to a Class C Patrolman in the Garwood Police Department, effective December 14, 2013, at a salary of $68,550.00 in accordance with the existing P.B.A. Contract.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-331
NOW THEREFORE BE RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey that Sandra Bruns, Chief Financial Officer, be and is hereby authorized to cancel various grants receivable and reserve balances as follows:
			1996 – Pothole Repair Program
			2004 – Recycling Tonnage Grant
			2004 – CDBG Brook Project
			2005 – CDBG Brook Project
			2009 – CDBG Automated Handicap Access
			2004 – Firefighter’s Grant
			2007 – Municipal Alliance Grant
			2010 – Municipal Alliance Grant
			2012 – Municipal Alliance Grant
			2013 – UC Kid’s Recreational Trust Fund
RESOLUTION NO. 13-332
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is contracted with Flanagan’s Contracting Group, Inc., for the construction, and environmental remediation at the Athletic Field Complex; and
WHEREAS, under the recommendation of Hatch Mott MacDonald and under the direction of ACE Insurance additional testing was performed to the stockpile of excavated soil located on the southern side of the AFC adjacent to Rankin Avenue; and  
WHEREAS, the testing results identified that approximately 17% of the stockpile or 1,260.87 tons is contaminated ID-27 soil; and  
WHEREAS, the bid document included the disposal of contaminated ID-27 soil at $47.40 per ton; and 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby authorize the Treasurer to draw a check for the additional soil in the amount of 1,260.87 x $47.40 = $59,765.24 to Flanagan’s Contracting Group, Inc., for the additional tonnage.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above is being covered in full by the Borough Insurance policy under the existing claim for environmental remediation at the AFC.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-333
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council that the treasurer be and she is hereby authorized to draw checks to the sum of $22,050.00 to members of Garwood Fire Department for clothing allowances and salaries due for 2013; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the report of the Chief and Secretary of the Garwood Fire Department, which shows the amounts due to by said members for a period of one year from December 1, 2012 to November 30, 2013, be made a part hereof.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-334
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize the Municipal Clerk to sign the Maintenance Agreement with:
				   	S.B.P. Industries
					1301 New Market Avenue
					South Plainfield, NJ 07080
For Annual Generator Maintenance Contract for (1) service annually at a cost of $450.00 plus mileage and additional rates as follows:
				Straight Time:    	$  95.00/Hr.
				Time and a half	$142.50/Hr.
				Double Time	$190.00/Hr.
				Mileage:		$    1.00/Mi
				Waste removal:	$   10.00 
Contract Term: January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014
Model:	Generac 00910 S
SN: 3150484
Location: Fire Department
RESOLUTION NO. 13-335
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to sign the agreement with the County of Union for the following grant.
			Kids Recreational Trust Fund Grant - $25,000
RESOLUTION NO. 13-336
WHEREAS, NJ Transit has funds for the purchase of bus shelters throughout the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, governing body of a municipality in New Jersey or the Board of Chosen Freeholders of a county may apply to the New Jersey Transit Corporation for the purchase and installation of bus shelters at legally designated bus stops; and
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood, in the interest of promoting public transportation, conservation of energy, traffic safety, and for the convenience of the public, endorses the concept of providing bus shelters within its jurisdiction.
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the application is hereby made by the Borough of Garwood to New Jersey Transit Corporation for the purchase and installation of 1 (one) bus shelter as set forth in Exhibit A, made a part thereof.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk be authorized to execute an agreement or agreements with NJ Transit to arrange for the purchase and installations of the shelters.
RESOLUTION NO. 13-337
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor and Municipal Clerk to sign the grant application for:
	Community Development Block Grant “Year 40”
	Senior Citizen Program							$ 25,000.00
	Senior Citizen Transportation  				   		$ 12,000.00	
	Senior Citizen Handyman Program						$ 10,000.00
	Redevelopment Study							$ 25,000.00

A motion to adopt Consent Agenda was made by Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer, whereupon Mayor Quattrocchi directed Roll Call, Council President Todisco-Aye, Councilman Blaufeder-Aye, Councilman Mathieu-Aye, Councilman Nierstedt-Absent, Councilwoman Palmer-Aye, Councilman Petruzzelli-Aye.  5-Ayes, 1-Absent. Consent Agenda Adopted.


RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA:
NONE.


NEW BUSINESS:
Any new business the Mayor and Council may have:

Councilman Mathieu asked about the reorganization meeting date.  Ms. Ariemma responded it will be January 5, 2014 at 3:00 p.m.

Mayor Quattrocchi read the following report:
1.	Red-light camera pilot program:
A Q&A session was held with Sgt. Michael Bobalski (sp?) of the Linden Police Dept. regarding the red-light camera program. The program is a five-year pilot program that sunsets in December 2014 and involves 25 cameras . The program has resulted in a 30% reduction in crashes from 2011 to 2012 along the Route 1 & 9 corridor in Linden. The contractor (ATS) owns and maintains the equipment; they get paid per camera, not by violations. Revenues are used to fund traffic safety programs.
2.	Community Vision Workshop:
Together North Jersey will be conducting a Community Vision Workshop on Tuesday, 12 November from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Sarah Bailey Civic Center, 30 Church Mall, Springfield. The intent is for the general public to provide input and ideas during this interactive workshop concerning the Morris Avenue Vision and Mobility Plan, which is being funded by a Local Demonstration Grant by Together North Jersey. One does not have to be a resident of Springfield to attend, but UCTAB members as well as those involved in development projects are encouraged to attend so that one may better understand and appreciate the process. 
3.	Raritan Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC):
A mention was made of the RVRC, which will meet next on Monday, 16 December at 8:30 a.m. at the Somerset County Freeholders Meeting Room (Third Floor), Somerset County Administration Building in Somerville. It was also mentioned that the website is now up, and municipal officials may want to consider adding the below link to the website to town websites.
http://raritanvalleyrail.com/
4.	NJTOD website:
The NJTOD website (http://njtod.org/) was mentioned, which is a partnership between NJ Transit and the Alan M. Vorhees Transportation Center and the Edward J. Bloustein School of Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers. This site provides a wealth of resources for communities involved in Transit Oriented Development (TOD) projects. Currently, Union County has five designated transit villages.
5.	Leveraging Resources for Special Needs Transportation Conference:
The above conference will be held on Friday, 22 November from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Frelinghuysen Arboretum in Morris Township.
6.	Union County Engineering (Ray Sullivan) updates:
Updates regarding various road and bridge programs were provided. Regarding Garwood, Mr. Sullivan mentioned the intersection replacement project under consideration for South Avenue and Center Street, and that Mr. Ehrenbeck’s previous concern of this project possibly impacting Garwood’s transit village redevelopment project was brought to the attention of County Officials. The Union County Engineer will be meeting with Garwood’s Borough Engineer to coordinate the proposed improvements and to ensure that any work conforms with the Borough’s vision for redevelopment. (As mentioned in the unofficial notes from the 11 September UCTAB meeting, “intersection replacement” means replacement/improvement of traffic signals, striping, ADA sidewalks, etc.)
7.	NJTPA presentation:
Mr. Ted Ritter of NJTPA (North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority) mentioned upcoming activities, including the 12 November board meeting(which will be streamed live) and a symposium on 3 December regarding advancing electric vehicles in New Jersey.
Also, the Together NJ Consortium was mentioned, which conducts public outreach workshops. The consortium seeks public input regarding where growth (population, jobs, and transportation improvements) should happen in New Jersey, and how best to accommodate this growth. The UCTAB members participated by placing colored stickers to indicate their preference where the various types of growth should occur in New Jersey regions -- large cities, small cities, old suburbs, new communities, and rural areas.
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS
A motion by Council President Todisco to introduce the following resolution:

BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified.
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Motion duly seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli, whereupon Mayor Quattrocchi directed Roll Call, Council President Todisco-Aye, Councilman Blaufeder-Aye, Councilman Mathieu-Aye, Councilman Nierstedt-Absent, Councilwoman Palmer-Aye, Councilman Petruzzelli-Aye.  5-Ayes, 1-Absent


ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Quattrocchi announced the Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2013, in Council Chambers at 7:15 p.m.   Workshop Session to start at 7:00 p.m.


At 9:11 p.m., a motion to adjourn was made by Council President Todisco, seconded by Councilwoman Palmer.   All Ayes.
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