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I want to start off my message today by thanking some people who make living in Garwood lower stress than I understand it to be in some other communities especially when we have major weather events as we had this past week.  Our Dept. of Public Works did an absolutely outstanding job clearing our streets of snow and also with pre-storm preparation to ensure that when the snows start to melt the infrastructure will function properly and we should not encounter flooding issues. So thank you to Mr. Fred Corbitt and his dedicated crew. 
These reorganization messages that a mayor gives can a take a couple of different paths, either a mayor can brag about all of the wonderful things that have been accomplished over the past year by a collection of brilliant legislators such as I have sitting with me here. Or a mayor can make bold predictions about the revolutionary changes that are to come in the near future while silently hoping that he or she can actually pull this stuff off. I fall somewhere in the middle and cannot resist sharing some of the highlights of 2013.
In celebration of the occasion of the borough’s 110 birthday we got help from a group that many people may have forgotten or for newer residents just not known about and that was the “Centennial Celebrations Committee”. The Committee supplied the funds, actually these are private dollars, to contribute to securing and preserving one of our “centennial banners” which hangs on the council chamber wall. Also to fund the cost of a bronze plaque and the unveiling event denoting the accomplishment of 5 former mayors who worked collectively for 10 years to eliminate the dangerous grade level train crossing and get the underpass constructed. So thank you to that group as well as our historical committee for their interest and hard work. 
Recently we became the guardians of a ladder truck actually owned and financed by the County of Union, a thank you goes out to our Fire Chief, Mike Tharaldsen in recognition of his hard work at negotiating the deal with the county which is not being funded by the Borough of Garwood but is housed here and is for use by our Fire Dept.  Again thank you Mike for your dedication to the borough.
Our Police Dept. worked diligently to not only protect the borough from criminal activity but also on obtaining grant monies for among other things generators such as the mega one which will power the entire borough hall so we can continue to operate during power outages. Thank you to the Garwood PD for your dedication as well.
Sometimes spending a bit of money is unavoidable and this year we purchased a much needed telephone system to replace our old one vintage 1985, antiquated computer equip, a dump truck to replace our “Fred Flintstone” model ensuring the safety of our workers and an updated “jaws of life”. 
The Athletic Field Complex is well on its way to completion after an unfortunate delay which has been sorted out. Thank you to the borough attorney, borough administrator and Councilman Petruzzelli for diligently overseeing this project. I would urge any resident who has not visited the site to take a look you will be amazed.
Also I want to commend the volunteer editors of our newsletter the Garwood Gazette for the wonderful job that they have done and look forward to their continuing into 2014.
And though it took 2 administrations in neighboring Cranford, Gallows Hill Road was finally resurfaced (at no cost to Garwood) where the two towns adjoin each other, the street surface is entirely in Cranford, a thank you goes out to our borough engineer for his persistence in following up on this and other borough street projects. We will continue to pursue grant funding to remain pro-active with our road work.
We have made tremendous strides with bringing our Office of Emergency Management into compliance with federal, state and county mandates and want to publicly commend our outgoing director Glenn Sytko for his diligence with that responsibility, he did an outstanding job. I am confident that Mr. Emmitt Garner will also do an outstanding job as his replacement going forward. 
The new borough website is rapidly becoming a reality and pardon me as I remind our council members to please if they have not yet done so to send their bios to the Ms. Ariemma so she may continue and finish up on this much needed project.
We will continue to monitor the Mayors Council on the Rahway River Watershed Flood Control project with the Army Corp of Engineers to ensure that changes made upstream do not impact negatively on the borough. Also we will continue to endorse the “one seat ride” on the Raritan Valley line by our membership in the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition and by my attendance in the mayor’s group supporting the same. 
Our support of the Chamber of Commerce is of vital importance to the businesses here in Garwood and I am pleased to announce that the Chamber will be sponsoring a street fair and car show this spring here in the borough and I can assure you that this appears to be shaping up to be a significant event for the Chamber. Thank you to Ms. Carol Kearney owner of Unique Cruise and Travel for stepping up and working to reestablish the Chamber of Commerce in Garwood. 
We are still working hard on redevelopment on the North and South Avenue corridors and with the assistance of former Councilwoman Villaggio who has wrapped her arms around this effort we hope to see some progress this year.  Much has gone on behind the scenes regarding what is necessary for us to be successful in this endeavor and she is to be commended for pursuing many avenues to reach the end result. Thank you to Ms. Villaggio. 
And finally I look forward to a productive year as mayor with this council as we work to stabilize taxes while continuing to provide services to the residents. My goals from day one have been to improve outreach efforts to residents groups, never being too busy to stop and speak with residents and promoting an open door policy to the Mayor’s office. I will continue to have mayor’s Saturdays and also I will continue to give my personal attention by responding to your emails, phone calls, notes and letters from the residents. If it is important enough for a resident to reach out it is equally important for a response. I also strive to improve government transparency into how things work and how decisions are reached. 
Finally my best wishes for a Happy New Year to all, may you and yours be safe and successful not only in 2014 but always. 

