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When I moved to Garwood some 30 years ago I was a young mom with 4 children ages 8 years down to 7 months, if anyone had told me at that time that I would be sworn-in as mayor of the borough someday I would have thought them to be crazy and probably told them as much. You see in those days my thoughts revolved around diaper changes, P & J sandwiches and getting whoever needed to be, out the door to school and work on time. I was an at home wife and mom without the slightest notion that shortly I would find myself abruptly returning to the workforce. After almost a 10 year hiatus I was to become reacquainted with what was going on in the world outside of my domestic domain and how it impacted on my personal life.
Things can and do change with the blink of an eye,  our everyday lives go on and our priorities and interests change usually according to what is necessary to ensure our survival and so we all experience what can only be referred to as "life between the plans." The life experiences that we encounter living between the plans not only impact strongly on our decision making styles but also on how we view issues and go about problem solving both alone and in tandem with others. 
It is undeniable that 2011 will bring with it many new challenges for all of us personally and of course for the borough as well. We would be kidding ourselves if we thought for one minute that there would not be difficult decisions for this council to make. And we would also be kidding ourselves if we did not recognize that all of us sitting up here have brought along our own personal baggage, both good and bad to the task of governing. Baggage that we cannot allow to get in the way of sound decision making which should be based on what knowlege we have gleaned from our life experiences and not our emotions or political persuasions. 
As a group we are embarking into unchartered territory along with many other governing bodies here in New Jersey, we have lots of company. We all will be navigating our way around new expectations and requirements for municipal operations with the ultimate goal being to lessen the tax burden on our residents while providing the services that they deserve and have come to expect. I feel confident that though we will have our differences all of us here desire to work in concert with each other to do what will benefit the current residents and the future residents of our borough. We all know that the coming budget cycle will be a true test of our ability to respect each other and work together recognizing and putting to optimal use each other's special talents and professional expertise and experience.
Further to successfully complete what this council has been charged with we must be willing to turn an open ear to the residents of the borough for their input. I want to urge them not to be afraid to voice their concerns and ideas because after all it is their tax dollars that we are being entrusted with, and that goes for not only property owners but for our renters as well . In this age of digital communications contacting the governing body can be accomplished with the simple execution of the send button on an email, a telephone call with voice mail or just stopping into the borough hall, as I intend to be a regular presence there.
In closing I want to commend the DPW for their dedication during the recent weather emergency as I personally witnessed them in the middle of the night during the height of the storm ensuring that our rescue squad had free access for the ambulances should the need arise to respond to a call. I want to thank everyone as well who has given freely of their valuable time and talents to the borough over the years when called upon to serve. I want to recognize our fabulous police and fire departments for their commitment to the borough and lastly the borough administrator and the staff in borough hall who have worked to help make this transition as seamless as possible. Thank you to my family and friends for your undying patience and to my husband for believing in me and of course to everyone here on the dais and in the administration going forward.
And lastly from my family to all of your families a happy, healthy and prosperous 2011, and may the twists and turns of your life between the plans lead to as wonderful an outcome as mine has, it will be an awesome honor to serve the borough of Garwood as your mayor.
