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From the Mayor’s Office 
Volunteers Sought for Recreation Commission, Celebrations 

Committee & CERT 
By Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi 

 

At the start of each year, one of the duties I have as mayor is to review the 

lists of committee and board appointees, over 60 positions not to include 

council assignments, and either reappoint or fill vacancies that are created 

for any number of reasons. Presently, I am seeking community oriented 

volunteers to fill openings on the Public Celebrations Committee and the 

Recreation Commission, no special experience is required, just a desire to 

meet your fellow Garwood residents and help plan activities for the 

community.  

 

Of a more serious nature, we are in the process of creating a Citizens 

Emergency Response Team (CERT) and we are seeking volunteers to serve 

in the event a natural or man-made crisis situation occurs in the borough. 

Those residents who are interested in learning how they can serve the 

community should contact me directly at borough hall, 908-789-0710 or by 

email at pquattrocchi@garwood.org.   

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

On January 2, 2013, Mayor Quattrocchi 

administered the Oath of Office to Fire 

Chief Tharaldsen while his wife Joanne 

and daughters Tina and Kaitlin held the 

Bible.  (Photos courtesy of  Paul Tarantino) 

Garwood P.B.A. Local 117 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Thursday evening, April 4, 2013 

 

A NIGHT FOR JOE 

 
Please join the Garwood P.B.A. Local 117 Civic Association in a benefit for 

one of our own. Brother Joe Wilds, a 25 year veteran of the Garwood Police 

Department has been diagnosed with Stage IV Esophageal Cancer. The 

Garwood P.B.A. Civic Association is hosting the benefit to help the Wilds 

family during this misfortunate time. Joe has a long battle ahead of him. 

The proceeds from the benefit will alleviate some of the day-to-day financial 

burden that will accrue during his fight.  

 

The event will take place on Thursday April 4, 2013 at the Westwood 

Banquet Hall from 7:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. Admission tickets are $40.00 

per person and include a buffet dinner, open bar, live music and good times. 

The night will include a sports memorabilia auction and a super 50/50 

drawing. For ticket information, please contact Lt. Jim Wright or PO. P.J. 

Lewis at (908)789-1500 or by email at garwoodcivicassociation@gmail.com 

“Presently, I am seeking community 

oriented volunteers to fill open positions 

on the Public Celebration Committee 

and the Recreation Commission” 

 

 

 

Editors: Tracey Roland – troland23@aol.com and Karen Sullivan – kasully21@gmail.com 

mailto:pquattrocchi@garwood.org
mailto:garwoodcivicassociation@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=29df0f72fa&view=att&th=13c96b40330b1101&attid=0.2&disp=inline&realattid=f_hcmlkcn61&safe=1&zw
mailto:troland23@aol.com
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Police School Resource Officer Teaches DARE 

and GREAT Programs at our Garwood Lincoln 

School 
By Sergeant Samuel Rocco 

  
Sergeant Sam Rocco, “Smiling Sam”, serves as the Garwood Police 

Department’s School Resource Officer to the Lincoln and ALJ Schools.  He 

serves as the department’s Juvenile Office and liaison to the schools.  He 

assists the schools in reducing conflicts and litigating complaints. Additionally, 

his duties include bringing DARE and GREAT instruction to the students in 

Lincoln School.   

 

The DARE or “Drug Abuse Resistance and Education” program is taught to 

fifth and seventh grade students and is designed to keep kids drug and crime 

free.  Lessons provide kids with education in developing “life skills” that will 

assist them in making the right choices in everyday situations that will aid 

them in living longer, healthier and safer lives.  The sixth grade DARE classes 

include a winter pool party where students can hang out with their peers in a 

positive environment that is safe and crime free.   

 

The GREAT or “Gang Resistance Education and Training” program is taught 

to fourth and sixth graders and is designed to keep kids gang, bully and crime 

free.  Lessons include instruction on topics such as Cyber Bullying and 

Harassment and often include role play scenarios.   Both programs include 

completing projects and meeting instruction goals and culminate with in an 

end of term graduation. 

 

Sergeant Rocco also joins the rest of the department in providing tips to kids on 

Bicycle Safety, Halloween and seasonal safety.  We encourage all kids to make 

their community a GREAT place to live!  

Garwood Police Reach 

Out to Community via 

the Internet 
By Chief Bruce D. Underhill              

 

In an attempt to make the Police 

Department more easily accessible to 

the public, the Department has 

established its own web site. We  can 

be reached at www.garwoodpd.org.    

Residents can visit the site and view 

the department personnel, obtain 

forms, links to other sites and vital 

information including emergency 

alerts and announcements.  This site 

was vital in getting information out to 

the public before, during and after 

Super Storm Sandy.   Additionally, a 

photo gallery has been included which 

provides an interesting pictorial 

history of the Police Department and 

other Borough emergency personnel.  

As we continue to build, update and 

add to the site, we encourage residents 

to provide feedback and ideas for 

things you might like to see added to 

the site.   Follow the Garwood Police 

Department on Twitter as well, to 

obtain all updates and information 

direct and without delay. 

                                                                                     

Police Department Receives Grants to Benefit 

Borough’s Infrastructure 
By Lieutenant James Wright 

 

The recent natural disasters of Hurricane Irene and Super Storm Sandy may 

have tested the capabilities of the Borough of Garwood, but not our resolve to 

continue to provide essential and at times, life-saving services to the citizens of 

Garwood.  In the wake of Hurricane Irene, the Police Department along with 

the Office of Emergency Management (OEM), Public Works, and the Fire 

Department reviewed, evaluated and identified several areas in need of 

improvement.  In the spring of 2012, The Police Department applied for and 

received a Grant in the amount of $42,000 from the NJ OEM to help purchase 

and install essential equipment to provide basic services to the Borough during 

periods of long-term power disruption.  The equipment to be purchased 

includes: 

 

 A new radio repeater compliant with recent federal mandates to 

replace the old noncompliant and antiquated back up repeater. 

 Three (3) 2000 watt portable generators to be used to power traffic 

lights along South Avenue as well as for other services. 

 A large 60KW generator for Borough Hall.  This will replace the small 

unit that only powers the Police Department during an outage. 

 A 20KW portable generator mounted on a trailer which will be used to 

power the Center Street underpass pump-house. 

 

These items will go a long way toward insuring uninterrupted services to the 

Borough in an emergency.  The Garwood Police Department is committed to 

increasing our capabilities in an effort to better serve the residents of Garwood 

and the citizens who visit us. 

Garwood D.P.W. Update 
By Frederick W. Corbitt, CPWM 

 

D.P.W. wintertime duties vary greatly, 

obviously, depending on the weather. 

Beside solid waste collection and other 

daily tasks, keeping snow fighting 

equipment in working order at all 

times can be a challenging job. Plowing 

and snow removal is extremely tough 

on vehicles and equipment and their 

many components. Aside from the 

harsh environment they operate in, the 

strain placed on them is enormous and 

breakdowns do occur. Most repairs are 

done in house by the D.P.W., as 

quickly as possible. The effects of 

applying de-icing materials, such as 

rock salt and liquid calcium, which are 

highly corrosive, requires equipment  

to be thoroughly cleaned and re-

lubricated after every storm. Keeping 

the equipment ready, and the streets 

safe, is of utmost importance at the 

D.P.W. 
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Library News 
By Carol A. Lombardo, MLS, Library Director 

 

In 2013, the Garwood Public Library will celebrate 80 

years of service to the residents of Garwood.  In addition 

to the traditional books, magazines, and newspapers, the 

Garwood Library circulates audio books, DVDs, and is in 

the process of incorporating e-books into their collections.  

Our Library owns more than 38,000 books, 35 different 

magazine subscriptions, over 1,000 videos and DVDs, 

and approximately 500 books on tape and CD.  The 

Library also is a member of JerseyCat, a state-wide 

interlibrary loan system that can get a book from 

anywhere in the state if we don’t currently own it. 

 

As the Library serves both the school and the general 

population of Garwood, it provides up to date 

information for the students as well as best sellers and 

the tried and true classics for the casual reader. 

 

The Library also provides a Toddler Storytime on 

Wednesday mornings at 10:30 a.m. for children up to age 

4, and a Friday Morning Movietime at 10:00 a.m., 

showing new releases, old favorites, and timeless 

classics.   

 

The Garwood Library is directed by Carol Lombardo who 

holds a Master of Library Science from Rutgers 

University and is ably assisted by Shenaz Nasser, Linda 

Fiore, Maryanne Duffy, and Sean McNelis.  The phone 

number for the library is 908-789-1670 and its email is 

garwoodlibrary@gmail.com.  The Garwood Library, 

located at the back of the Lincoln School complex,  is 

open Monday through Thursday from 9 AM to 8:00 PM ; 

Friday from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM, and  Saturdays from 

9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  For more information about the 

Library, please visit the Library’s website at 

youseemore.com/garwood. 

Garwood Recreation 
By Kathleen Pender, Director 

 

Garwood Recreation has the following events on its spring 

calendar: 

 

 March 9, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Family Ice Skating at 

Warinanco Park. 

 April 12- May 17, Pre-K and Kindergarten soccer 

program held at our Garwood Washington School 

 Ladies ceramics will be scheduled in April. 

 Children ceramics will be scheduled in May. 

 

The summer recreation program runs from June 24 through 

August 2, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon daily.  In addition, there 

will be field hockey and basketball clinics in July at 

Hartman Park. 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

Kathleen Pender at rpender2@aol.com or at (908) 249-2951.  

 

Garwood Senior Programs Update 
By Paulette Drogon, Senior Citizen Director 

 

Garwood offers many free activities for all Seniors 62 years 

or older.  These activities include: 

 

 Every Monday, we offer beginner line dancing from 

9 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the Fire House. 

 On Tuesdays, there is Zumba Gold at 10 a.m. in our 

Fire House and at 1 p.m. there is bowling at 

Garwood lanes located at 346 North Ave.  

 On Wednesdays, we offer an exercise class at 9 a.m. 

in the Fire House. 

 On the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of every month, there 

are craft and ceramic classes at 1 p.m. in the Fire 

House.  Please note that registration is required for 

craft and ceramic classes 5 days in advance.  

 In June, we will be having a picnic. 

 In July or August, there will be an ice cream party.  

 

We believe that healthy activities are necessary for a long 

healthy life. We take great pride in being able to offer our 

senior population so many activities to help them avoid 

isolation and loneliness, providing opportunities for 

socialization and physical well-being. 

 

If you would like more information on our programs, please 

feel free to call Paulette Drogon, Senior Citizen Director at 

P-Drogon@garwood.org or at 908-789-0738.  

 

Mayors, Council, and past and present Committee members at the 

Athletic Field Complex groundbreaking on December 15, 2012. 

Project to be completed later in 2013, which includes a new building, 

playground, basketball court, multi-purpose turf field, upgraded 

baseball field and walking path. From left to right: Bob Pender, 

Angelo Alimonti, Mayor Quattrocchi, former Mayor McCarthy, Ricky 

King, Scott Kessler, Councilman Sluka, former Councilwoman 

Villaggio, Councilman Hak, Bill Nierstedt, Councilman Petruzzelli, 
Councilwoman Todisco.  (Photo courtesy of Paul Tarantino)  
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