
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 16-10 
 

Adopted:      
 
Introduced:       Public Hearing:        
  
Motion:        Motion:        
 
Seconded:       Seconded:       

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTILE I (ESTABLISHMENT, ORGANIZATION AND 
ADMINISTRATION) IN CHAPTER 34 (POLICE DEPARTMENT) TO DESIGNATE THE 
MAYOR AS THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITY FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:14-118 AND TO AMEND ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCEDURES PERTAINING TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT.  

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. §34-6.1 (Appropriate Authority) in Article I, (Establishment, Organization and Administration) 
in Chapter 34 (Police Department) of the Code of the Borough of Garwood is hereby enacted as follows: 
 
§ 34-6.1 Appropriate Authority.  
A. The Mayor is designated hereby as the Appropriate Authority pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-118. 
 
B. The Appropriate Authority shall be responsible for promulgation and adoption of the rules and 
regulations for the government of the Police Department and for the discipline of its members. 
 
C. The Appropriate Authority, or his/her designee, shall be the Hearing Officer for the Borough on any 
complaint against a permanent or probationary police officer charging any disciplinary violation in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 40A:14-147 and/or any violation of the internal rules and regulations of the Police Department. 
In the event the Appropriate Authority does not act as Hearing Officer, the individual so designated to hear 
the disciplinary matter shall, at the conclusion of the hearing, forward his/her findings and recommendations 
to the Appropriate Authority, who shall make the final determination. In the event an individual not employed 
by the Borough is considered by the Appropriate Authority to act as the Hearing Officer, the alternate Hearing 
Officer shall be appointed by the Borough Council. 
 
SECTION 2. § 34-7 through § 34-9 in Article I (Establishment, Organization and Administration) in 
Chapter 34 (Police Department) of the Code of the Borough of Garwood are hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
§ 34-7. Chief of Police; Head of Department.  
The Chief of Police shall be the head of the Police Department and shall be directly responsible to the 
Appropriate Authority for the efficiency and routine day-to-day operations of the Police Department. The 
Police Chief shall, pursuant to policies established by the Appropriate Authority: 
 
A.  Administer and enforce rules and regulations and special emergency directives for the disposition 
and discipline of the Department and its officers and personnel. 
B.  Have, exercise and discharge the functions, powers and duties of the Department. 
C.  Prescribe the duties and assignments of all subordinates and other personnel. 
D.  Delegate such of his authority as he may deem necessary for the efficient operation of the 
Department to be exercised under his direction and supervision. 



 

E. Report at least monthly to the Appropriate Authority in such form as shall be prescribed by the such 
Authority on the operation of the Department during the preceding month, and make such other reports as 
may be requested by such Authority. 
 
§ 34-8. Investigations; Emergency Directives 
Nothing contained in this Article shall prevent the appointment by the governing body of committees or 
commissions to conduct investigations of the operation of the police force, and the delegation to such 
committees or commissions of such powers of inquiry as the governing body deems necessary or to conduct 
such hearing or investigation authorized by law. Nothing contained in this Article shall prevent the appropriate 
authority, or any executive or administrative officer charged with the general administrative responsibilities 
within the municipality, from examining at any time the operations of the police force or the performance of 
any officer or member thereof. In addition, nothing contained in this Article shall infringe on or limit the power 
or duty of the Appropriate Authority to act to provide for the health, safety or welfare of the municipality in an 
emergency situation through special emergency directives. 
 
§ 34-9. Duties of Police Chief; suspension of members.  
The Chief of Police shall devote his entire time to the duties of his office. Except for oral reprimands and 
emergency suspensions, all Department disciplinary action shall be taken or approved by the Chief of Police, 
provided that  any member of the Police Department may be terminated, reduced in rank, suspended, or 
fined for just cause in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A: 14-147. Disciplinary action that results 
in the loss of time or pay of five days or less may be taken by the Chief of Police, subject to the grievance 
procedure contained in the current labor agreement between the Borough and PBA Local 117. Disciplinary 
action that may result in termination, reduction in rank or suspension of more than five (5) days shall be taken 
only after a hearing before the Appropriate Authority or his/her designee. The Chief of Police shall report the 
suspension of any member and the reinstatement of any suspended member to the Mayor and Council within 
24 hours after the action is taken. 
 
SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the extent 
of such inconsistency. 
 
SECTION 4. If any portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid, such determination shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions of said ordinance. 
 
SECTION 5.    This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication in accordance with law. 
      

APPROVED: 
ATTEST: 
 
              
      CHARLES P. LOMBARDO, Mayor 
CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, Municipal Clerk 
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