
BOROUGH of GARWOOD 

 

Regular MINUTES of the 

COUNCIL MEETING 

December 22, 2015 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council was held in Council Chambers and called to order at 7:15 
p.m. by Mayor Lombardo.  He asked all present to participate in a moment of silence, followed by a salute 
to the flag. 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Cranford Chronicle, advertised on January 16, 2015, 
notification was sent to the Star Ledger and prominently posted on the municipal public bulletin board and 
filed in the office of the municipal clerk informing the Public of the time and place according to the 
Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975). 
 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Mayor Lombardo, Councilman Mathieu, Councilman Petruzzelli, Councilwoman Todisco and 
Council President Nierstedt.  
 
Also Present: Borough Administrator/Clerk Ariemma, Borough Attorney Robert Renaud.  
 
Councilwoman Kearney and Councilman Martin were excused. 
 
MINUTES: 
Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council held on December 08, 2015. 
Executive Session of the Mayor and Council held on December 08, 2015. 
Workshop Session of the Mayor and Council held on December 08, 2015. 
Motion: Action: Approve, Moved by Council President Nierstedt, Seconded by Councilwoman Todisco 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 

1) NEW JERSEY STATE LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES – 
a. Mayor’s Advisory – 
i. 12/04/15, RE: Weekly Policy Update 
ii. 12/09/15, RE: Legislative Alert 
iii. 12/14/15, RE: Weekly Update 
iv. 12/15/15, RE: Legislative Alert 

2) UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS. – 12/07/2015, RE: Ordinances 767-
2015, 768-2015 and 769-2015.   12/18/15/ RE: Adoption of Ordinance 768-2015 and 
Resolution 73-2015 

3) RAHWAY VALLEY SEWERAGE AUTHORITY – 12/09/15, RE: RVSA Meeting Notice 
4) GARWOOD PLANNING BOARD – 12/09/15, RE: Minutes of the meeting held on November 

12, 2015 
All received and filed. 

 
 

ORDINANCES: 
NONE 
 
 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
POLICE:   Chr. Councilwoman Kearney ABSENT  Report read by Councilman Petruzzelli 

1. Chief Underhill and his staff have completed interviews to fill the vacancy in the Police Departments ranks.   
Background checks are currently underway.  Having conferred with the Police Committee, a name will be forwarded to 
the Borough Clerk for a resolution to hire, to be included on the agenda of the reorganization meeting in January. 

2. On behalf of the Police Department, Chief Underhill would like to thank Mayor and Council along with the residents for 
their support and wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and safe New Year! 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH: Council President Nierstedt   NO REPORT 
 
STREETS AND ROADS/ECOLOGY: Councilwoman Todisco, Chr.   
Thank you, Mayor. The DPW has now completed the leaf pickup program for the year. It has continued in its regular duties of 
garbage pickup, clearing out stormwater drainage inlets, maintenance of sewer lines, maintenance of various public works trucks 
and equipment and more. Street sweeping was done on the length of Center Street between North and South Avenues after 
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leaves were cleaned up. As reported at the previous meeting to happen, the Garwood leaf vacuum was down, so Fanwood’s 
vacuum was utilized two weeks ago to remove leaves from the right-of-way grass areas that were piled on the street on the north 
side of the underpass. The DPW is continuing to install permit parking signs per the ordinance. Winter pothole repair took place, 
including but not limited to areas of Spruce, Cedar, Third, and within Kennedy Plaza. Additionally, the DPW removed debris from 
the brook along portions of the western dead end block of Myrtle Avenue to allow for positive drainage.  
On December 17th, the DPW addressed flooding at the intersection of 2nd and Oak during heavy rains after hours. It was caused 
due to debris blocking the inside of the inlet. The DPW worker was able to get it open enough to let the water go through and it 
was thoroughly cleaned the next day.  
In the area of purchasing for the DPW, I am pleased to report that the Borough is now purchasing bags of calcium chloride for 
considerably less for deicing Borough owned sidewalks. Previously, the Borough paid $23 per bag or $1265 per pallet and is 
now paying $16 per bag, which is $7 less per bag and works out to a total cost of $880 per pallet.  
The Superintendent of Public Works solicited proposals for HVAC service maintenance for 2016 from 4 vendors and the Borough 
received two proposals, which are on the consent agenda in Resolution 15-324. The Streets and Roads Committee recommends 
that the Borough go with the lower proposal for a total of $2,950, which is $9,039 less than the other proposal. This is a big 
savings over last year’s contract.  
That’s all for my report, Mayor.  

 
FIRE:   Council President Nierstedt, Chr.   
Thanked the Fire Department for escorting Santa and his Elves which went until 10:30 pm. 

 
FINANCE:  Councilman Petruzzelli, Chr.  
Thank you Mayor.  We received a call from RSVA with a revised amount for 2016.  It is now an increase of $54,263 instead of 
the previous amount of $58,133 which is $3,870 less.  That’s all for my report. 

 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS:  Councilman Mathieu, Chr.   NO REPORT 
 
LAWS AND LICENSES: Councilman Martin, Chr. ABSENT  
 
RECREATION:   Councilwoman Todisco Chr.  
Thank you, Mayor. I attended the last meeting of the Recreation Commission. Unfortunately, due to only two adults signing up, 
the adult’s ceramics class had to be canceled, but the children’s ceramics was well attended with over 30 children participating. I 
want to thank the Recreation Commission and Director for all their hard work in 2015. That’s all for my report, Mayor.  

 
COMMITTEE ON AGING:  Councilwoman Kearney, ABSENT 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE:  Councilman Petruzzelli  
The following is a list of the Library’s upcoming programs and activities. 
Friday, January 8, 15, 22 & 29th – Puzzle Fridays – 3:00PM to 4:00pm - parents and kids are encouraged to complete jigsaw 
puzzles No registration required.  
Monday, January 11th – Kid’s Craft @ 3:00PM. Registration required. Limit 20. For children in 2nd grade and older. 
Monday, January 11th and 25th – Color Me Calm @ 11:30 to 12:30PM. Relaxing Adult Coloring. Adult coloring books, crayons 
and pencils provided. No registration required 
Tuesday, January 12th – Adult Craft @ 6:00PM to 7:00PM. Registration required. Limit 10. 
Wednesday, January 13, 20, 27 – Parent/Child Knitting Club @ 7:00pm to 8:00PM. Learn how to knit together. Needles and 
yarn provided. Registration required. Limit 12 (for children 8 years and older) 
Tuesday, January 19th – Kid’s Movie @ 6:00. Enjoy the movie Minions and popcorn in your PJs. 
Registration required. 
Thursday, January 21st – LEGO Club @ 3:00PM, for children ages 5 – 12. Limit 20. Registration required. Donations of LEGOs 
welcome. 
In addition, we have many ongoing programs: 
On Monday and Thursday mornings from 10:30AM to 11:45AM our new Knitting Club; 
On Mondays and Fridays, ESL classes from 1PM to 2PM; 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays, Adult Education to obtain an equivalency certificate from noon to 2:00PM 
On Wednesdays, Toddler Story Time at 10:30 AM for children age 4 and under;  
Friday mornings at 10:00 AM, Movie Time. (Espionage theme this month) 
Monday afternoon and Thursday evening book clubs. 
Holiday closings. The Library will be closed on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, December 24th and 25th and 26th for the 
Christmas holiday.  The library will also be closed on Thursday, December 31st    and January 1st for the New Year’s holiday. The 
book drop box is always open for your convenience. 
 

SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON:  Councilman Mathieu    
Mentioned he attended the last SB meeting and talked about the testing and how Garwood scored.  Mentioned that Board members 
Lewis and Greet are retiring. 

 
CELEBRATION OF PUBLIC EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS LIAISON:   Council President Nierstedt   
NO REPORT   
 
UNION COUNTY AIR TRAFFIC NOISE ADVISORY BOARD REPRESENTATIVE: 
Councilman Mathieu,   NO REPORT      
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ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE:   Councilwoman Todisco, NO REPORT 
 
HISTORICAL COMMITTEE:  Councilwoman Todisco  
Thank you, Mayor. I attended the last Historical Committee meeting on December 15th. The Committee welcomed new member 
Pat DiFabio and promptly selected him as Vice President. The Historical Committee has begun planning an event for March or 
April 2016 to rededicate the plaques, field, and building at the Recreation Complex. At this point, all the historical photos in the 
meeting room of the Complex have been sold and will soon have plaques put on them. In the future, the Committee would like to 
see more photos with sponsorships put up. That’s all for my report, Mayor.  

 
 
OFFICERS REPORTS: 
Chief of Police Bruce Underhill: monthly reports for the month of November 2015 
Municipal Court Administrator Martha Marino: monthly report for the month November 2015 
Motion: Action:  Approve, Moved by Council President Nierstedt, Seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Hugh Sinclair 228 Second Avenue thanked Bill for his services and mentioned that he is glad to have 
acquired an understanding of the job of council members.   
 
Bruce Paterson, 325 Willow Avenue thanked Bill and Carol for their services. 
He commented on the savings for calcium chloride. 
He mentioned the change orders on the agenda and Ms. Ariemma answered.  He also mentioned the 
Freeholder meeting he attended. 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) 

“Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with a single motion; any items 
requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion 
will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.” 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-316 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby directs the transfers of 2015 budget 
appropriations be and they are hereby made: 

2015 Budget Transfer #3 

Resolution #15-316 

     

FROM: Department Account Name Account Number Amount 

 Streets & Roads S&W 5-01-26-290-100-0100 12,000.00 

    12,000.00 

     

TO:     

 Sanitation Recycling Fees 5-01-32-465-200-0580 12,000.00 

   Total 12,000.00 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 15-317 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, authorized the Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk to 
advertise for bids for the replacement of 8” Sanitary Sewer on Center Street, South of Willow Avenue in the Borough of Garwood (“Work”); and 
WHEREAS, on October 14, 2015, five bids were received for the Work by the Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk; and 
WHEREAS, bids were received from the following bidders: 
 Name of the Company   Lump-Sum Total 
 Messercola Excavating, Inc.  $37,690.00 
 Jo-Med Contracting Corp.  $38,865.00 
 John Garcia Construction Co., Inc.  $66,980.00 
 T.R. Weniger, Inc.   $69,050.00 
 Reivax Contracting Corp.  $73,075.00 
WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 15-286, the Borough Council for the Borough of Garwood authorized the Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk to request an 
extension of the award of the bids received on October 14, 2015 for the Work; and 
WHEREAS, Jo-Med Contracting Corp., John Garcia Construction Co., Inc., T.R. Weniger, Inc., and Reivax Contracting Corp., consented to the requested 
extension of the award but no such consent of extension was received from Messercola Excavating, Inc.; and 
WHEREAS, the bid from Messercola Excavating, Inc., has been found to be deficient in the following respects: 
 a. Disclosure of Investment Activities in Iran form was not completed; 
 b. Bidder failed to initial the checklist; 
 c. Required financial statement was not submitted; 
 d. Subcontractor list not submitted;  
 e. Corrected bids entries not initialed; and 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood has found the bid of Messercola Excavating, Inc., to be non-responsive to the bidding documents; 
and 
WHEREAS, due to the inability to certify funds within sixty (60) days of receipt of bids, the Work could not be awarded within sixty (60) days and Messercola 
Excavating, Inc., did not consent to the extension of its bid; and   
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood that the bid of Messercola Excavating, Inc., in the sum of $37,690 is 
hereby rejected; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the contract is hereby awarded to Jo-Med Contracting, Corp., 300 South Second Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07206, for the 
Work as indicated on the bid proposal form attached hereto and made a part hereof for the lump sum total amount of $38,865; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk be and hereby authorized to execute an agreement in the form prepared or approved by the 
Borough Attorney.  

RESOLUTION NO. 15-318 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Garwood has heretofore adopted Ordinance No. 15-14. 

ORDINANCE NO. 15-14 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE COMPENSATION OF REGULAR POLICE OFFICERS OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD. 
WHEREAS, said ordinance reflects changes of salaries and/or hourly rates to be paid to said employees of the Borough of Garwood for the year 2016. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood that the CFO/Treasurer of the Borough be and is hereby authorized 
and directed to payrolls on Borough funds for the purpose of paying the annual base salaries and or hourly rates to the employees of the Garwood Police 
Department in the Borough of Garwood as set forth opposite each job classification.  Said salaries to be paid bi-weekly less such deductions as in such cases 
made.  The schedule of salaries hereafter set forth shall be effective as of January 1, 2016, or as indicated and in accordance with law. 

Name Title/Class/Effective Dates Salary 

Stoffer, Douglas CAPTAIN:  1/1/16-12/31/16 $105,357 

Rocco, Samuel LIEUTENANT: 1/1/16-12/31/16 $100,590 

Wright, James LIEUTENANT: 1/1/16-12/31/16 $100,590 

Perrotta, David SERGEANT: 1/1/16-12/31/16 $96,619 

Wright, John SERGEANT: 1/1/16-12/31/16 $96,619 

Herz, Todd STEP 10: 1/1/16-12/31/16 $89,241 

Kleinsorgen, Jeffery STEP 10: 1/1/16-12/31/16 $89,241 

Eriksen, Scott STEP 10: 1/1/16-12/31/16 $89,241 

Ostrander, Joseph STEP 10: 1/1/16-12/31/16 $89,241 

Lewis, Philip J STEP 8: 1/1/16-12/14/16 $78,000 

Lewis, Philip J STEP 9: 12/15/16-12/31/16 $84,000 

Suggs, George STEP 7: 1/1/16-7/17/16 $72,566 

Suggs, George STEP 8: 7/18/16-12/31/16 $78,000 

Czachorowski, Christopher STEP 7: 1/1/16-4/14/16 $72,566 

Czachorowski, Christopher STEP 8: 4/15/16-12/31/16 $78,000 

Dylan Cosgrove STEP 2: 1/1/16-7/31/16 $49,000 

Dylan Cosgrove STEP 3: 8/1/16-12/31/16 $53,000 

Valerio Zuena STEP 1: 2/16/16-12/31/16 $44,000 

Valerio Zuena PROBATION: 1/1/16-2/15/16 $40,750 

     
RESOLUTION NO. 15-319 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby awards the Borough’s 2016 Insurance Package to 
Willis of New Jersey, Inc., 350 Mt. Kemble Avenue, Morristown, NJ, 07960 

RESOLUTION NO 15-320 
RESOLUTION APPOINTING RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood (hereinafter “Local Unit”) has joined the Statewide Insurance Fund (hereinafter “Fund”), a joint insurance fund 
as defined in N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et seq.; and 
 WHEREAS, the Bylaws require participating members to appoint a Risk Management Consultant, as those positions are defined in the Bylaws, if 
requested to do so by the “Fund”; and 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit has complied with relevant law with regard to the appointment of a Risk management Consultant; and 
 WHEREAS, the “Fund” has requested its members to appoint individuals or entities to that position; and 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of “Local Unit”, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
1. The Borough Council hereby appoints Willis of New Jersey, Inc. its local Risk Management Consultant. 
2. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk be and Risk Management Consultant are hereby authorized to execute the Risk Management Consultant’s Agreement for 

the year 2016 in the form attached hereto. 
RESOLUTION NO. 15-321 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council that Christina M. Ariemma, Borough Administrator/ Clerk be and is hereby appointed as the Safety and Loss Prevention 
Representative for 2016 for the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, in accordance with the requirements set forth by the Statewide 
Insurance Fund. 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-322 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is a member of the Statewide Insurance Fund, a joint insurance fund as defined in N.J.S.A. 40A: 10-36 et seq.; and 
WHEREAS, the Fund’s Bylaws require participating members to appoint a Fund Commissioner; and 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Garwood that Christina M. Ariemma, Borough Administrator/Clerk be and is 
hereby appointed as the Fund Commissioner for the Local Unit; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Sandy Bruns, Chief Financial Officer/Treasurer/Assistant Administrator/Tax Collector be and is hereby appointed as the 
Alternate Fund Commissioner for the Local Unit; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Local Unit’s Fund Commissioner is authorized and directed to execute all such documents as required by the Fund. 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-323 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood that the Municipal Clerk be and is hereby authorize to renew the agreement with UNUM 
for 2016 at the same rate as 2015. 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-324 
WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator/Clerk directed Superintendent of Public Works to solicit proposals for HVAC service maintenance for year 2016 for all 
units; and 
WHEREAS, two proposals were received as follows: 
  1) Clarke Air-Conditioning Services Co.     $  2,950.00 
  2) Cranford Plumbing, Heating & Cooling LLC $11,989.00 
WHEREAS, the service maintenance agreement includes four (4) inspections of equipment and labor as per proposal submitted for the following: 
Three (3) Lennox Unit Heaters     
One (1) Carrier rooftop unit Model #48TME008A501   
SERIAL #3702G10969  
Located: 415 South Avenue - Fire House 
Two (2) Lennox Gas Fired Furnace Model #G23Q5/61252 
SERIAL #5895C76075 & 5895C76067 
Located: 15 South Avenue - DPW    
One (1) Weil Mclain Gas Fired Boiler Mode # AB666EHE    SERIAL #P250AFEPN 
One (1) York Package Unit Model #CHA163111R  SERIAL #5692B04045 
One (1) York Condense Unit w/air hander Model #LSA090C1Y  SERIAL #5697E03006 
One (1) Tappan Condense Unit w/air hander Model #69031C  SERIAL #74E22068 
One (1) Amana Package Air Conditioning Unit Model N/a  Serial n/a 
One (1) Lennox Package Air Conditioning Unit Model n/a Serial n/a 
Located: 403 South Avenue – Municipal Bldg.  
Inspection labor and service labor is included.  Material, parts and equipment are not included. 
Effective: January 1, 2016, to December 31, 2016 
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the Municipal Clerk to sign a service 
maintenance agreement with Clarke Air-Conditioning Service Co., 15 North Wood Avenue, Linden, NJ, 07036. 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-325 
WHEREAS, William Nierstedt has faithfully and conscientiously served the citizens of our Borough as a member of council since January 1, 2013; and 
WHEREAS, Bill has dedicated himself to public service, giving his personal time to serve the citizens of Garwood as Councilman and Council President; and 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood wish to publicly acknowledge and commend Bill for his loyal and dedicated service to all the people 
of the Borough of Garwood. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood do hereby express “Best Wishes” to William Nierstedt and his 
family in the coming years; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk be and they are hereby authorized to affix their signatures to a copy of this resolution, which 
shall be presented to him. 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-326 
WHEREAS, Carol Kearney has faithfully and conscientiously served the citizens of our Borough as Councilwoman since September 22, 2015; and 
WHEREAS, Carol Kearney has dedicated herself to public service, giving her personal time to serve the citizens of Garwood; and 
WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Garwood wish to publicly acknowledge and commend her for her loyal and dedicated service to all the people 
of the Borough of Garwood. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood do hereby express “Best Wishes” to Carol Kearney and her family 
in the coming years; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Municipal Clerk be and they are hereby authorized to affix their signatures to a copy of this resolution, which 
shall be presented to her. 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-327 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes FINAL Change Order to the original bid 
submitted by: 
Contractor:   Flanagan’s Contracting Group, Inc. 
   90 Old Camplain Road 
   Hillsborough, NJ 08844 
PROJECT:   Athletic Field Complex Project 

# AMOUNT # CREDITS 

1 $3,245.50  1 ($4,406.00) 

2 $7,645.59  2 $0.00  

3 $3,292.71  3 ($800.00) 

4 $1,528.09  4 ($500.00) 

5 $6,934.43  5 $0.00  

6 $6,807.89  6 $0.00  

7 $13,697.20  7 $0.00  

8 $3,500.00  8 $0.00  

9 $3,869.15  9 ($1,789.00) 

10 $9,528.02      

11 $900.00      

12 $996.86      

13 $26,239.52      

        

TOTAL $88,184.96    ($7,495.00) 

 
$80,689.96  

  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to remit $80,689.96 in accordance with the settlement amount of the change orders. 
RESOLUTION NO. 15-328 

WHEREAS, Flanagan’s Contracting Group, Inc., 90 Old Camplain Road, Hillsborough, NJ, 08844, has satisfactorily completed on December 15, 2015, the 
project known as “The Athletic Field Complex Project”; and 
WHEREAS, Maintenance Bond No. 140582021 has been received for one-year period concluding on December 14, 2015, for the amount of $282,500.00. 
WHEREAS, the final construction cost is $3,016,674.79; and 
WHEREAS, the borough has received payment Application #21, certifying that it is the final payment request and the final balance due Flanagan’s of $61,768.65, 
including retainage. 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby accepts the Professional 
Consultant’s recommendation that the project is complete and authorizes the Treasurer to issue a check made payable to Flanagan’s Construction Group, Inc., in 
the amount of $61,768.65 for final payment of said project. 

 
Motion: Action: Adopt consent agenda, Moved by Council President Nierstedt, Seconded by 
Councilwoman Todisco 

Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 4, Absent =2) 
Yes: Councilman Mathieu, Councilman Petruzzelli, Councilwoman Todisco and Council President 
Nierstedt. Consent agenda was adopted. 
Absent: Councilwoman Kearney, Councilman Martin  
 
 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED OR REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-329 
CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING PERSONNEL MATTERS OF 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE RELATING TO THE ABOVE AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A., 10:4-12, Closed session, Meetings open to public; 
exclusion of public; subject of matter.  
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood to conduct an executive session closed to the public in order to discuss the 
above listed matter. 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Garwood hereby move to go into executive session in accordance with the provisions 
of the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et. seq., for the purpose of discussing the subject stated above; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in and minutes of the closed session shall be disclosed to the public when the reason for confidentiality 
no longer exists. 
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Motion: Action: Adopt Resolution 15-329, Moved by Councilwoman Todisco, Seconded by Councilman 
Petruzzelli 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 4, Absent =2) 
Yes: Councilman Mathieu, Councilman Petruzzelli, Councilwoman Todisco and Council President 
Nierstedt. Resolution 15-329 was adopted. 
Absent:  Councilwoman Kearney, Councilman Martin 
 
At 7:35 p.m., a motion was made by Councilwoman Todisco, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli to enter 
executive session. 
 
At 7:56 p.m., a motion was made by Council President Nierstedt, seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli to 
resume the regular session.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Any new business the Mayor and Council may have. 
Councilwoman Todisco read the following statement: 
Carol:  
It has been a pleasure serving with Councilwoman Kearney. I’ve been fortunate to directly work with Carol on Council. I will make 
sure the property maintenance code matter that Carol, Mike, and I discussed in Laws and License will not be forgotten in 2016. 
Carol and I even picked up garbage and recycling together at the Clean Communities Day this fall. Carol is a worker…someone 
who is not afraid to get her hands dirty, as shown during Clean Communities Day. I appreciate all her efforts on this Council and 
know she will continue to do great work to make Garwood an even better place to live, work, and play. All you have to do is 
attend one Chamber of Commerce event with Carol, as I’ve attended many, to see that she is a real star in that organization. I 
know Carol will keep representing Garwood well with the Chamber. She also really knows how to make Garwood rock – I’m sure 
everyone is looking forward to the third annual Garwood Rocks Street Fair this year. Thank you, again, Councilwoman Kearney.  
Bill:  
Now for Council President Nierstedt. First of all, I will miss calling you CP for Council President for the simple reason I’ve enjoyed 
seeing you cringe each of the 50 plus times I have called you that this year. This cringe you make is actually quite telling of your 
character and your outlook as a member of this Council. You were never in this for the title. I admire that. You ran for Council, 
just as you served on the Board of Education and Planning Board in the past, for one purpose only—to make a contribution to 
the place you and Maria decided to call home 27 years ago. I know your service to Garwood has deep roots and will continue 
long after this term ends. You’ve done so much and as much as I like to talk, I won’t keep everyone here all night, but I do want 
to say a big thank you for doing simple things that matter, such as establishing the worn flag drop box by the Post Office and 
starting the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service in the Borough. I also want to say you taught me the powerful lesson of the 
value of respectful disagreement. Although we’ve been very passionate from opposite sides of issues in the past, we debated 
our points respectfully. It was also helpful that I am very good friends with your daughter, so I couldn’t be mad for long. All 
kidding aside, the ability to respectfully disagree is an important attribute of an elected official. I sincerely hope that will be a 
mainstay in the future here on the dais. Thank you, again for your service, Council President Nierstedt. I wish you all the best.  

 
Mayor Lombardo thanked Council President Nierstedt for his services and Councilwoman Kearney for her 
services. 
 
Council President Nierstedt read the following statement: 
I asked the mayor if I could say a few words at the end of this meeting, and I thank him for allowing me to do so.  I guess it’s my 
first and last official Borough Council President request.  I want to thank the residents of the Borough of Garwood for allowing me 
to serve you for the past three years.  It has been an honor to do so.  While I am disappointed that I will be unable to continue to 
serve the borough in this official capacity, I have never been a supporter of any person serving a life term membership as an 
elected official, and I encourage all residents to pick up the yoke of citizen responsibility and run for an elected office at some 
point in their lives.  To my running mate Carol, I extend my deep thanks for agreeing to spend every fall weekend with me on the 
campaign trail going door to door.  Carol ended up with shin splints and a profound hatred of me as she was forced to listen to 
my diatribes at every door.  It was an honor to call you my third wife.  To my fellow council members and mayor, we know this job 
is not easy.  It is demanding, many times thankless, and time consuming beyond all.  But we all endure it because we want to 
give back to our community.  I applaud all of you for doing it as long as you have, and will miss our bi-weekly council meetings, 
and the time we spent together at committee meetings and official functions. 
I congratulate and extend best wishes to our new council members – Ileen Cuccaro and Joe Sarno.  You will soon see that it is 
far different sitting on this side of the dais than from being out in the audience.  All eyes will be on you as you take every vote and 
ask every question.  I urge you to review the documents that come your way, and be prepared for every meeting.  Use the 
knowledge of our Borough Administrator, Chief financial Officer, Police and Fire Chiefs and all those who work for the borough 
as their expertise is extremely extensive.  Be ready to listen, learn, and grow in your breadth of knowledge and experience for 
the borough. Be ready for countless text messages, e-mails, and mailings.   
I am well aware of the major reason – there are a few - why I lost this election, but I do not regret it.  I do regret the personnel 
action that the vote required, and perhaps the manner in which the action was taken, but I do not regret the vote.  It was the 
toughest, yet best decision for the borough.  I was elected to serve the borough, and make decisions that I believed were best for 
the borough; not to advance my political career.  I believe that that will be seen in the long run, and when preparing for the 
budget, council members will be thankful for the savings that that action created. 



Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
Minutes for December 22, 2015 

Page 7 of 7 

 
In closing, I have already been told explicitly by the Republican Chairman that, quote ’Oh, you’re finished.  Totally finished’.  I beg 
to differ.  I have served this borough for as long as I have lived here, and will continue to do so.  I will be in the audience asking 
questions, and at other boro functions ensuring that different points of views and concerns are addressed.  Those who know me 
would expect nothing less, and I hope to continue to serve my community in a manner that this mayor and council wish.   
In closing, the things that suffered the most while I served the boro were my family and my physical fitness.  I hope now to see 
Maria, Eric and Jenna more, and I am sorry for the time I have been gone.  I also haven’t run for exercise in three years.  
Councilman Sarno- next year I hope to run the Friends of Colin 5K run with you.  Probably behind you, but at least we can start 
out together.  I thank you all for allowing me to serve you.  Good night. 

 
Councilman Mathieu said he loves this position and that he doesn’t endure it, he just loves it.  He said 
Merry Christmas from the renegade Republicans. 
 
Councilman Petruzzelli thanked Council President Nierstedt for his services. 
 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when 
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
 
Capital Acct: $143,344.12   Trust Acct: $329.03    
Developers Escrow Acct: $1,462.50  Current Acct: $70,044.59 
  
Motion: Action: Adopt, Moved by Councilwoman Todisco, Seconded by Councilman Petruzzelli 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 4, Absent = 2) 
Yes: Councilman Mathieu, Councilman Petruzzelli, Councilwoman Todisco and Council President 
Nierstedt.  Payment of Claims was adopted. 
Absent: Councilwoman Kearney, Councilman Martin 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The Re-organization Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on, MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 2016, in 
Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.    
 
Motion: Action: At 8:07 p.m., adjourn, Moved by Council President Nierstedt, Seconded by 
Councilwoman Todisco.  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
      CHRISTINA M. ARIEMMA, Municipal Clerk 
      Borough of Garwood 


