
Borough of Garwood 
Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

 

AGENDA 
October 11, 2016 

 
Moment of Silence.................................... 
 
Salute to the Flag....................................... 
 
Adequate notice of this meeting was provided to the Westfield Leader and Union County Local Source, 
advertised on January 7, 2016, notification was sent to the Star Ledger and prominently posted on the 
municipal public bulletin board and filed in the office of the municipal clerk informing the Public of the time 
and place according to the Provisions of the Open Public Meeting Law (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975). 

 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Lombardo     
Councilwoman Cuccaro    Councilman Sarno     
Councilman Martin    Councilwoman Todisco    
Councilman Mathieu    Council President Petruzzelli     
 
 
MINUTES: 
Regular, Workshop and Executive Minutes of the Mayor and Council held on September 27, 2016. 
 
Motion   Second , to accept minutes as presented. 

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 

1) NEW JERSEY STATE LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES – 
a. Mayor’s Advisory – 

i. 09/27/16, RE: Weekly Update 
ii. 09/30/16, RE: Weekly Update 
iii. 10/04/16, RE: Daily Update 
iv. 10/05/16, RE: Daily Update 
v. 10/07/16, RE: Weekly Update 
vi. 10/07/16, RE: Daily Update 

2) GARNER FAMILY – 09/30/16, RE: Thank you note  
3) KATHLEEN WIERZBINSKI, BOARD OF HEALTH SECRETARY, 09/29/16, RE: Minutes of 

the meetings held on 1/20/16, 3/16/16, 5/18/16, 6/15/16 and 9/21/16 
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ORDINANCES: 
Public Hearing on Ordinance 16-16 as advertised on September 29, 2016.  
ADOPTION: 
Municipal Clerk to read Ordinance 16-16 by title only: 

ORDINANCE NO. 16-16 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND §34-3 (SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS) IN ARTICLE I 
(ESTABLISHMENT, ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION) IN CHAPTER 34 (POLICE 
DEPARTMENT) AND ARTICLE VI (CIVILIAN POLICE DISPATCHERS) IN CHAPTER 34 (POLICE 
DEPARTMENT) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD TO REVISE PROVISIONS 
PERTAINING TO SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND CIVILIAN POLICE DISPATCHERS.  

List correspondence concerning Ordinance 16-16. 
Does anyone present wish to be heard concerning Ordinance 16-16. 
Motion   Second , to close Public Hearing on Ordinance 16-16. 
Motion   Second , to adopt Ordinance 16-16. 
Discussion: 
Roll Call:  
Councilwoman Cuccaro   Councilman Sarno     
Councilman Martin    Councilwoman Todisco    
Councilman Mathieu    Council President Petruzzelli     
 

 
COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS AND OTHER REPORTS: 
POLICE:  Councilman Sarno, Chr.  
 
PUBLIC HEALTH: Councilwoman Cuccaro 
 
STREETS AND ROADS/ECOLOGY: Councilman Petruzzelli, Chr. 
 
FIRE:   Councilwoman Cuccaro, Chr.  
 
FINANCE:  Councilwoman Todisco, Chr.  
 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS:  Councilman Mathieu, Chr. 
 
LAWS AND LICENSES: Councilman Martin, Chr. 
 
RECREATION:   Councilman Martin Chr. 
 
GARWOOD SENIOR CITIZEN LIAISON:  Councilwoman Cuccaro 
 
LIBRARY, MAYOR’S REPRESENTATIVE:  Councilman Petruzzelli  
 
SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON:  Councilman Sarno 
 
CELEBRATION OF PUBLIC EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS LIAISON: 
Councilwoman Todisco 
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UNION COUNTY AIR TRAFFIC NOISE ADVISORY BOARD REPRESENTATIVE: 
Councilman Mathieu 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE: Councilwoman Todisco   
 
HISTORICAL COMMITTEE:   Councilwoman Todisco   
 
PARKING COMMITTEE:   Councilman Sarno   
 
 

OFFICER’S REPORTS: 
NONE. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Is there anyone in the audience who wishes to address the mayor and council please step to the 
microphone, sign in and state your full name and address.  Please limit your comments to three minutes. 
 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(Adoption upon Roll Call) 

“Consent agenda items are considered to be routine and will be enacted with a single motion; any items 
requiring expenditure are supported by a Certification of Availability of funds; any item requiring discussion 
will be removed from the Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be reflected in the full minutes.” 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-274 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey hereby authorize the 
Mayor and Borough Administrator/Clerk to sign the Memorandum of Agreement between the Teamsters Local #11 and the 
Borough of Garwood. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Memorandum of Agreement is attached hereto and made a part of this resolution. 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-275 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, that the license to 
conduct a Bingo to be held on November 4, 2016, at the Knight of Columbus, 37 South Avenue, Garwood, NJ from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 
p.m., is hereby granted to The Cerebral Palsy League, NJ, pursuant to Application Number BA #1011. 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-276 
RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING GOVERNOR CHRIS CHRISTIE AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO 

FUND THE TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND 
WHEREAS, on June 30, 2016, in response to the Senate failure to reauthorize the Transportation Trust Fund (“TTF”), Governor 
Chris Christie issued an Executive Order requiring plans for an orderly shutdown of TTF projects to be prepared by 11:59 p.m. 
on Saturday, July 2, 2016, and ordering the ongoing TTF work to cease according to those plans; and 
WHEREAS, TTF projects in the Borough of Garwood include the 2015 Various Streets Project for Resurfacing of Myrtle Avenue, 
East of Oak Street, Third Avenue, Maple Street to Walnut Street and Reconstruction of a portion of Willow Avenue; and 
WHEREAS, the project has been designed and is approved by the Department of Transportation awaiting approval to proceed; 
and 
WHEREAS, due to the shutdown of the TTF, the projects will be unable to be completed resulting in an inconvenience to the 
residents of the Borough of Garwood and other citizens of the State of New Jersey who utilize the roads in the Borough of 
Garwood; and 
WHEREAS, the shutdown of the TTF detrimentally affects the Borough of Garwood’s ability to provide safe travel on the 
roadways of the Borough of Garwood and detrimentally affects the finances of the Borough of Garwood 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, that 
it hereby encourages the Governor of the State of New Jersey, the Senate and the General Assembly, to fund the Transportation 
Trust Fund; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, Senate President 
Stephen Sweeney, Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto, State Senator Thomas Kean, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Assemblywoman 
Nancy F. Munoz, Union County Clerks and the League of Municipalities. 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-277 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby awards the 
following: 
  SOFTWARE ASSURANCE 
  SV8100 Phone System for Borough Hall 
TERM:  October 31, 2016 – October 30, 2017 
COST:  $270.00 
VENDOR: NEC Corporation of America 
  6535 N. State Highway 161 
  Irving, TX 75039-2402 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-278 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union State of New Jersey hereby 
authorizes the Municipal Clerk to sign the FRA Technologies 2016-2017 Maintenance Contract for the Animal Licensing 
Software.  Cost not to exceed $720.00.  Contract with FR Associates, 499 Ernston Road, Suite B-8, Parlin, NJ 08856 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey 
hereby authorize the Municipal Clerk to utilize one service call for the installation of updates, cost not to exceed $225.00. 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-279 
WHEREAS, in the General Election held on November 7, 2000, the County of Union put forth the following Public Question: 

“PUBLIC QUESTION NO. 3 
Shall the County of Union create the “Union County Open Space, Recreation, and Historic Preservation Trust Fund” to be funded by 
establishing a levy of 1 ½ cents per $100 of total County equalized real property valuation for twenty years, to provide monies for (a) 
acquisition of lands in Union County for recreation and conservation purposes, (b) development of lands acquired for recreation and 
conservation purposes, (c) maintenance of lands acquired for recreation conservation purposes, (d) historic preservation of historic 
properties, structures, facilities, sites, areas or objects in Union County and the acquisition of such properties, structures, facilities, sites 
areas or objects in Union County for historic preservation purposes, and (e) payment of debt service on indebtedness issued or incurred 
for purposes (a), (b) and (d) above? 
INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT 
Approval of this referendum will authorize the establishment of a “Union County Open Space, Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust 
Fund” to be used exclusively for the acquisition and development of lands within the County for recreation and conservation purposes, 
the maintenance of such lands and the preservation and acquisition of historic properties in the County for historic preservation 
purposes.  The funding will come from an annual levy of 1 ½ cents per $100 of total County equalized real property valuation.  For 
example, the owner of a property assessed at $100,000 would contribute $15 annually to the Fund.  This measure also would provide 
for the County to use the Trust monies to pay off indebtedness issued to fund Trust Fund projects, other than maintenance.  Utilization 
of the Trust Fund’s resources shall be in accordance with the open space, recreation and historic preservation plans prepared  and 
adopted by the County.  The operation of the Trust Fund will automatically expire after a period of twenty years, subject to a subsequent 
referendum by the voters of Union County authorizing the imposition of a new tax.” 

; and 
WHEREAS, in the General Election to be held on November 8, 2016, the County of Union is putting forth the following Public 
Question: 

“PUBLIC QUESTION NO. 3 
Shall the County of Union extend the “Union County Open Space, Recreation, and Historic Preservation Trust Fund” and continue its 
funding mechanism by a levy of 1 ½ cents per $100 of total County equalized real property valuation, in order to provide monies for the 
(a) acquisition of lands in Union County for recreation and conservation purposes, (b) development of lands acquired for recreation and 
conservation purposes, (c) maintenance of lands acquired for recreation conservation purposes, (d) historic preservation of historic 
properties, structures, facilities, sites, areas, or objects in Union County and the acquisition of such properties, structures, facilities, sites, 
areas, or objects in Union County for historic preservation purposes, and (e) payment of debt services on indebtedness issued or 
incurred for purposes (a), (b) and (d) above? 
INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT 
Approval of this referendum will authorize the extension of the “Union County Open Space Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust 
Fund”.  The revenue produced shall be used exclusively for the acquisition, development and maintenance of lands within the County for 
recreation and conservation purposes, and the preservation and acquisition of historic properties in the County for preservation 
purposes.  The revenue shall come from an annual levy of 1 ½ cents per $100 of total County equalized real property valuation.  For 
example, the owner of a property assessed at $100,000 would contribute $15 annually to the Trust Fund.  The amount of the levy will 
not change; this is the same amount that the voters approved in 2000.  This measure also allows the County to use Trust Fund monies 
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to pay debt service on indebtedness incurred for Trust Fund projects, other than maintenance, Utilization of the Trust Fund’s resources 
shall be in accordance with the open space, recreation and historic preservation plans prepared and adopted by the County.” 

; and 
WHEREAS, in 2000 the voters of Union County and Garwood overwhelming approved the Trust Fund tax levy and the citizens of 
the Borough of Garwood have been taxed $1,383,466.92 as follows: 

Tax Open Space Assessed  % of AV 

Year Tax Levy Valuations   

2016 95,772.76 186,738,985.00 0.051% 

2015 97,171.84 186,730,326.00 0.052% 

2014 97,193.12 187,134,985.00 0.052% 

2013 98,727.32 187,683,557.00 0.053% 

2012 102,368.63 188,208,485.00 0.054% 

2011 103,302.94 188,225,057.00 0.055% 

2010 106,349.98 187,703,245.00 0.057% 

2009 105,888.67 187,716,211.00 0.056% 

2008 99,465.17 184,813,503.00 0.054% 

2007 90,415.67 181,931,178.00 0.050% 

2006 93,367.62 181,847,077.00 0.051% 

2005 81,581.20 179,687,144.00 0.045% 

2004 71,190.21 179,545,971.00 0.040% 

2003 60,821.45 177,438,923.00 0.034% 

2002 54,272.41 174,896,452.00 0.031% 

2001 25,577.93 174,701,700.00 0.015% 

WHEREAS, the referendum passed in 2000 doesn’t sunset until 2020, however the question to extend the tax levy is on the 
ballot for 2016; and 
WHEREAS, the County has not put forth any information to the Governing Body on why it is putting this question on the ballot in 
2016, nor have they provided information to the public on the tax levy; and 
WHEREAS, the method by which municipalities obtain funds from the trust fund is through a grant process which is offered to 
municipalities annually; and 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood has utilized this process and obtained over five-hundred thousand dollars towards the 
construction of the Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex as well as other uses; and 
WHEREAS, the condition of every grant application process is that the municipality when applying for funding must match the 
grant amount requested dollar for dollar, which restricts the borough and causes the citizens to be taxed again to receive funds 
they were already taxed for by the Open Space Trust Fund. 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, 
hereby request the Union County Freeholders to 1) consider revising the method utilized by municipalities to obtain funding and 
2) inform the citizens and the Governing Bodies of Union County more efficiently from now until election day so they may have 
the opportunity to truly understand the impact of the tax levy and that passing the referendum in 2016 would make the tax 
permanent with no sunset. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded to the 21 municipalities in Union County and the Union County 
Board of Chosen Freeholders.  

RESOLUTION NO. 16-280 
WHEREAS, Local Finance Notice #2016-13 requires municipalities to complete and submit “Best Practice Inventory Worksheet” 
to determine the final 5% allocation of State Aid entitlement; and 
WHEREAS, in accordance with LFN #2016-13 the completed form must be an agenda item for discussion at a public meeting of 
the Mayor and Council.  The Municipal Clerk is required to certify that the inventory was presented to the Governing Body for 
public discussion.   
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey 
hereby acknowledge receipt of the Best Practices Worksheet CY2016; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOVLED that the Municipal Clerk submitted the completed worksheet in accordance with LFN2016-13 and 
presented the CY2016 Best Practice Inventory Worksheet at the meeting of the Mayor and Council held on Tuesday, October 
11, 2016. 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-281 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood entered into a contract with Waste Management of New Jersey, 
Inc., per Resolution No. 15-285, adopted on October 27, 2015, for a period of two (2) months and one (1) year, commencing 
November 1, 2015, for the provision of recycling services; and 
WHEREAS, the specifications state that the Borough reserves the right to extend the contract under certain terms and 
conditions, including the contract extension be awarded by resolution of the governing body, services performed in an effective 
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and efficient manner, pricing shall be agreed upon by both parties and shall be based upon the price of the original contract as 
cumulatively adjusted pursuant to any previous adjustment or extension and shall not exceed the change in the “index rate”, as 
defined in N.J.S.A 40A:11-2, for the twelve months preceding the most recent quarterly calculations available at the time the 
contract was renewed; and 
WHEREAS, the “index rate” increase for the last 12 months is 0%; and 
WHEREAS,  Borough Administrator/Clerk has contacted Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc., to extend the contract for a 
period of one (1) year from January 1, 2017 to December 1, 2017 with an increase of 0% of the final contract year; and 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Garwood is satisfied with the services provided by Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc., and 
both parties have agreed to extend the contract for one-year; and 
WHEREAS, the bid was received as follows:  

(2) months – November 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015  $11,550.00 
 (1) one year – January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016 $69,300.00 
WHEREAS, the rate for the extension is as follows: 
 (1) one year – January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017 $69,300.00 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey, hereby extend 
the contract with Waste Management of New Jersey, Inc., for a one-year term commencing January 1, 2017 to December 1, 
2017, for a cost of $69,300.00. 

Motion   Second , to adopt Consent Agenda. 
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Cuccaro   Councilman Sarno     
Councilman Martin    Councilwoman Todisco    
Councilman Mathieu    Council President Petruzzelli     
 

 
RESOLUTIONS DELETED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion   Second ,  
Discussion: 
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Cuccaro   Councilman Sarno     
Councilman Martin    Councilwoman Todisco    
Councilman Mathieu    Council President Petruzzelli     

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
PAYMENT OF CLAIMS: 
BE IT RESOLVED that the following claims as approved be and the same are hereby ordered paid when 
properly signed and verified; and the payment of payrolls as listed is hereby confirmed and ratified. 
Motion   Second , to adopt Payment of Claims Resolution.  
Roll Call: 
Councilwoman Cuccaro   Councilman Sarno     
Councilman Martin    Councilwoman Todisco    
Councilman Mathieu    Council President Petruzzelli     

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council will be held on, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2016, in Council 
Chambers at 7:15 p.m.   Workshop Session to start at 7:00 p.m. 
Motion   Second , to adjourn. 
Time:     


